First John Series
Calvary Baptist Church
Sleepy Eye, MN
First John 5:13-17
Focus on Prayer (cf. 3:22-23)

1) Purpose of the book—5:13 13 These things (the whole letter) I have written to your! who
are characterized by trusting [pres. act. pte. motedw] in [eic] the name of the Son of God.
(cf. John 1:12), (His deity, humanity, virgin conception, sinless life, substitutionary
death, resurrection, physical ascension)

2)

3)

a)

b)

that [iva] your! may know [pf. act. subj. €l6ad] that [6ti] your! have [pres. act. ind. éyw]
eternal life,

1) Not merely the act of knowing, but what they may know.

1) Cf. John 20:30-31

and that your! may be trusting [pres. act. subj. miotedw] in [eic] the name of the Son of

God.

Prayer to the Father—5:14-15

a)

b)

c)

Confidence—!* And this is the confidence [mouppnoie] that we have [pres. act. ind. €yw]

toward [npdc] Him, that [6tL], ... He hears (listens favorably) [pres. act. ind. akodw] us.

Condition—if [éav, 3'd class condition] we ask [pres. mid. subj. aitéw] anything

according to His will [6éAinua],

1) i.e. “Whenever we ask anything according to His will, then He hears us.”

1) We are to ask for things that are consistent with God’s revealed will.

Conclusion—'* And if [¢av, as a rare 1t class condition] we know [pf. act. ind. €l63)]

that [6t.] He hears [pres. act. ind. dkodw] us, whatever [éav] we ask [pres. mid. subj.

aitén],

1) we know [pf. act. ind. el6Q] that [6tL] we have [pres. act. ind. éyw] the requests
[cltnua] we have asked [pf. act. ind. aitéw] from [rapa] Him.

A specific “for instance” of confidence in prayer—>5:16-17

a)

b)

c)

d)

The situation—5:16 16 If [éav, 3'd class condition] anyone sees [aor. act. subj. opaw] Ais
brother sinning [pres. act. ptc. auaptavw] a sin [apaptie] not unto [1poc] death, ...
1) Cf. 3:4-10 & 5:18 and the habit of sinning
1) Cf. the use of “brother”—2:9, 10, 11; 3:10, 12, 14, 15, 17; 4:20, 21; 5:16
ii1) See a parallel thought in Romans 10:1
What should he do? he (the observer) should ask [fut. act. ind. aitéw] ...
1) and He (God) will give [fut. act. ind. §{6wut] for him life to the ones who are
sinning [pres. act. pte. auaptavw] not unto [mpdc] death.
(1) Prayer for repentance in the heart of the one who is sinning
(2) “Life” in 1%t John is usually in reference to eternal life; cf. John 5:24
Positively—There is a sin [apaptic] unto [tpdc] death. (cf. John 8:24)
1) I am not saying that [lva] he should ask/pray [aor. act. subj. épwtdw] concerning
[mepl] that [ékelvog] (sin unto death).
(1) Prayer after the death of the sinning one is too late. Prayer for the dead is
contrary to God’s will.
1) 17 Each unrighteousness [adwkie] is sin [apeptio],
Negatively—and there is a sin [aueptic] not unto [tpdc] death.



