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First John 3:16-20 
 
1) How can I know my love for other believers is genuine?—3:16-18 

a) Do I embrace the obligation?—3:16  16 By this [evn ou-toj] we have come to know [pf. 
act. ind. ginw,skw] love [avga,ph], 
i) The pattern of Jesus’ deliberate and voluntary death for the advantage of others 

—that [o[ti] That One [evkei/noj] laid down [aor. act. ind. ti,qhmi] His life [yuch,] on 
our behalf [u`pe,r evgw,] (cf. John 10:11, 15, 17; 15:13 

ii) Our ongoing moral obligation—and we (emphatic) ought [pres. act. ind. ovfei,lw] to 
be laying down [pres. act. inf. ti,qhmi] our lives [yuch,] on behalf of [u`pe,r] the 
brothers [avdelfo,j]. (doing what is advantageous for them) 

b) What is the answer to a legitimate rhetorical question?—3:17  17 But [de,] … in what 
way [pw/j] is the love [avga,ph] of God (God’s own love) residing [pres. act. ind. me,nw] in 
him?  (If these 3 conditions are met) 
i) Pseudo-Christians possess the means to meet the need—the one who has [pres. 

act. subj. e;cw] the world’s [ko,smoj] necessities of life [bi,oj], 
ii) Pseudo-Christians are fully aware of the need—and notices [pres. act. subj. 

qewre,w] his brother [avdelfo,j] having [pres. act. ptc. e;cw] a need [crei,a], 
iii) Pseudo-Christians refuse to meet the need—and shuts [aor. act. subj. klei,w] his 

affections [spla,gcnon] from [avpo,] him, (cf. James 2:15-16) 
c) Do I obey a practical command?—3:18  18 Little children [tekni,on], let us not love 

[pres. act. subj. avgapa,w] 
i) Negatively; mere sentimental talk—in word [lo,goj] or tongue [glw/ssa] 
ii) Positively; active love—but [avlla,] in [evn] activity [e;rgon] and truth [avlh,qeia]. 

 
2) How does practicing love for others impact me personally?—3:19-20  19 And … 

a) Two aspects of assurance of salvation—3:19 
i) Objective assurance—by this [evn ou-toj] (loving in activity and truth) we are 

knowing [pres. act. ind. ginw,skw] that [o[ti] we are [pres. act. ind. eivmi,] of [evk] the 
truth [avlh,qeia], (cf. Satan’s offspring marked by an absence of love—3:11-15) 

ii) Subjective assurance—and our hearts [kardi,a] will be persuaded [fut. act. ind. 
pei,qw] before [e;mprosqen] Him, 

b) Possible situation—3:20  20 that [o[ti] (explanatory) if [eva,n 3rd class condition] our 
heart [kardi,a] should be condemning (emphatic) [pres. act. subj. kataginw,skw] us, 
i) Two helpful truths about God 

(1) Greatness—that [o[ti] (explanatory) God is [pres. act. ind. eivmi,] greater [me,gaj] 
than our heart [kardi,a] 

(2) Omniscience—and He is knowing [pres. act. ind. ginw,skw] each thing [pa/j]. 
ii) Additional thoughts 

(1) Your conscience is not infallible.  Sometimes its condemnation of us is unjust.  
Sometimes its excusing of us is unjust.   

(2) God’s love working in and through us gives us confidence when our hearts 
point us to one of our failures.  God desires to heal the wounded conscience of 
the sensitive believer. 

(3) God is often more merciful toward us than our own conscience.  However, 
never quickly dismiss a guilty conscience, but always analyze your conscience 
in light of the Scriptures. 


