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First John 3:7-10
1) The command to be faithful to sound teaching—3:7 7 Little children/born ones [tekni,on],
let no one [mhdei,j] be leading youpl astray [pres. act. impv. plana,w];—3:7a
a) Beware of teachers that minimize the sinfulness of sin, or who are always crying
“Legalism!” when it comes to discussing sanctification. Righteousness and
knowledge of Christ cannot be divorced. (Burdick)
2) The contrast of two opposing lifestyles—3:7b-8a
a) The presence of genuine salvation—the one characterized by practicing [pres. act.
ptc. poie,w] righteousness [dikaiosu,nh] is [pres. act. ind. eivmi,] righteous [di,kaioj],
i) What is the standard? just as [kaqw,j] That One [evkei/noj] is [pres. act. ind. eivmi,]
righteous [di,kaioj]. (Cf. 3:5; Romans 6:5-14)
b) The absence of genuine salvation—8 The one practicing [pres. act. ptc. poie,w] sin
[a`marti,a] is [pres. act. ind. eivmi,] from [evk] the devil [dia,boloj]; (cf. John 8:44)
i) Why? because [o[ti] from [avpo,] the beginning [avrch,] the devil [dia,boloj] is sinning
[pres. act. ind. a`marta,nw].
ii) Cf. Isaiah 14:13-14; Ezekiel 28:12-17
3) A purpose of the incarnation—3:8b (cf. 3:5)
a) For this reason [eivj out-oj] the Son of God was revealed [aor. pass. ind. fanero,w], in
order that [i[na] He may destroy [aor. act. subj. lu,w] the works [e;rgon] of the devil
[dia,boloj]. (cf. John 8:41; Hebrews 2:14)
i) This indicates the preexistence of the Son of God.
4) Two serious theological statements regarding the genuinely converted —3:9
a) The absence of habitual sin—9 Each one [pa/j] who has been fathered [pf. pass. ptc.
genna,w] of [evk] God is not practicing [pres. act. ind. poie,w] sin [a`marti,a],
i) Why? because [o[ti] His seed [spe,rma] is residing [pres. act. ind. me,nw] in him,
ii) We cannot continue living contrary to His nature.
b) The inability to habitually sin—and he is not able [pres. dep. ind. du,namai] to be
continually sinning [pres. act. inf. a`marta,nw]
i) Why? because [o[ti] he has been fathered [pf. pass. ind. genna,w] of [evk] God.
ii) Genuine Christians are not sinners, but rather saints who sin. (cf. 1:8-10; 2:1)
5) Our lifestyle makes our source obvious—3:10 10 By this are evident/conspicuous [fanero,j]
the children [te,knon] of God and the children [te,knon] of the devil [dia,boloj]:
a) Family trait # 1 is righteousness or unrighteousness—each one [pa/j] who is not
practicing [pres. act. ptc. poie,w] righteousness [dikaiosu,nh] is [pres. act. ind. eivmi,] not of
[evk] God, (cf. 2:29)
b) Family trait # 2 is love or no love—and the one who is not loving [pres. act. ptc.
avgapa,w] his brother.
6) One does not grow into Christianity; one enters it by being born from above by God.
7) You will live like your father; so, who is your father, the devil or God

