The End for Which God Created the World

by Jonathan Edwards

[based on the book God’s Passion for His Glory by John Piper]

(abridgment, clarification, and outline by Phil Siefkes)

God is the ultimate end of creation

1) God is the first and the last, the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end

a) OT—Isaiah 44:6; 48:12

b) NT—Revelation 1:8, 17; 21:6; 22:13

2) God is the first cause and the final cause

a) OT—Proverbs 16:4

b) NT—Romans 11:36; Colossians 1:16; Hebrews 2:10

God’s acting for His own sake is the same as acting for His glory

1) OT—Isaiah 48:11

2) NT—Romans 11:36

Various avenues of bringing glory to God

1) The good parts of the moral world are to bring glory to God

a) God’s purpose in choosing Israel to be His own—Jeremiah 13:11

b) God’s choice of Messiah as His Servant—Isaiah 49:3

c) During the Tribulation period—2nd Thessalonians 1:10

d) Israel’s return just prior to the Millennial Kingdom—Isaiah 43:6-7; 61:3

e) Israel’s national redemption prior to the Millennial Kingdom—Isaiah 44:23

f) Israel’s possession of the Promised Land in the eternal kingdom—Isaiah 60:21

g) The predestination of NT believers—Ephesians 1:5

h) God’s working in the lives of NT believers—2nd Thessalonians 1:11-12

2) The goodness of moral agents is to bring glory to God

a) Good works before unbelievers—Matthew 5:16

b) Trusting God—Romans 4:20

c) Gracious giving and handling of funds—2nd Corinthians 8:19

d) Love abounding with knowledge and discernment—Philippians 1:10-11

e) Bearing much fruit—John 15:8

f) Attractive lifestyle among unbelievers—1st Peter 2:12

g) Exercising spiritual gifts—1st Peter 4:11

h) Fearing God and repenting during the Tribulation—Revelation 11:13; 14:6-7; 16:9

i) Every part of our being—1st Corinthians 6:20

3) People are do everything to the glory of God

a) 1st Corinthians 10:31; 1st Peter 4:11

4) Believers, at their best, desire and delight in the glory of God above all else

a) OT—1st Chronicles 16:28-29; Psalm 29:1-2; 69:7-8; 57:5; 72:18-19; 115:1

b) NT—Romans 11:36; 16:27; Galatians 1:4-5; Ephesians 3:21; Philippians 4:20; 2nd Timothy 4:18; Hebrews 13:21; 2nd Peter 3:18; Jude 1:25; Revelation 1:5-6

5) Christ’s ultimate goal in His earthly ministry was to bring glory to God

a) John 7:18; 12:17-28; 13:31-32; 17:1, 4; Philippians 2:6-11

6) God’s work of redemption is to bring glory to Himself

a) OT—Psalm 79:9; Isaiah 44:23; 48:10-11

b) NT—Ephesians 1:6, 12, 14; 2nd Corinthians 4:14-15

7) God’s work demonstrated in wrath and mercy brings glory to Himself

a) OT

i) The execution of judgment on Egypt at the Red Sea—Exodus 14:17-28

ii) The pardoning of rebellious Israel in the wilderness—Numbers 1:20-23

iii) The offering of sacrifices following the 70 years of captivity—Haggai 1:8

iv) The execution of judgment upon Sidon—Ezekiel 28:22

v) The execution of judgment upon Gog at the end of the Tribulation—Ezekiel 39:13

b) NT

i) God’s promises to His people—2nd Corinthians 1:20

ii) God’s mercy to the elect—Romans 9:22-23

iii) God’s punishment of the unsaved during the Tribulation—2nd Thessalonians 1:8-10

8) God’s work demonstrated in nature brings glory to Himself

a) Psalm 8:1, 9; 19:1-ff; 104:31; 148:13; Isaiah 6:3

God’s regard for His name

1) OT

a) Redeeming Israel from Egypt—Exodus 9:16; Joshua 7:8-9; 2nd Samuel 7:23; Nehemiah 9:10; Psalm 106:8; Isaiah 63:12; Jeremiah 13:11; Ezekiel 20:9, 14, 22, 34-38, 42, 44; Daniel 9:15

b) Preservation of Israel during the time of Samuel—1st Samuel 12:22

c) Fulfilling His promises to David in Solomon’s reign—1st King 8:59-60

d) Protecting Israel from Sennacherib—2nd Kings 19:19

e) Guiding in the paths of righteousness—Psalm 23:3

f) Pardoning iniquity—Psalm 25:11

g) Leading and guiding—Psalm 31:3

h) Helping—Psalm 79:9

i) Dealing with people—Psalm 109:21

j) Dealing appropriately with sinning Israel—Jeremiah 14:7

k) Delaying His wrath toward Israel—Isaiah 48:9-10

l) Restoring Israel in the future—Isaiah 49:22-23; Ezekiel 36:20-23; 39:25; Daniel 9:19

2) NT

a) Putting Christ above all else—Matthew 19:29

b) Forgiving sins—Acts 15:14; Ephesians 2:4-7; 3:8-10; 1st John 2:12

c) Obedience of believers—Romans 1:5

d) Evangelistic work—3rd John 1:7

e) Christian labor—Revelation 2:3

f) Election of believers—1st Peter 2:9
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