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Song of Solomon
A study for couples

Lesson # 1

1) What is the title to this book?  See Song of Solomon 1:1

a) The Song of Songs—probably meaning that this is the most beautiful of all songs

2) Who wrote the Song?  See Song of Solomon 1:1
a) Who is Solomon?
i) The son of King David—2nd Samuel 12:24

(1) Solomon was born to Bathsheba, who had been Uriah’s wife—2nd Samuel 12:10; Matthew 1:6
ii) The King of Israel—1st Kings 1:34, 43

(1) Solomon, Israel’s 3rd king, ruled from 971-941 BC.

iii) The writer of 1,005 songs and 3,000 proverbs—1st Kings 4:32

iv) The husband of 700 wives and 300 concubines (secondary wives)—1st Kings 11:3

b) Who is this wife in this Song?

i) Out of the 1,000 wives Solomon was married to, there appears to have been one wife that was special to him.
ii) She is referred to as “Shulamith” or “the Shulamite” in various commentaries about this Song.

3) How should we interpret the Song? (which answers the next question)

a) Figuratively/allegorically
i) Some think this is a love song concerning the nation of Israel and God.
ii) Some think this is a love song concerning the church and God

b) Normally/literally

i) This Song is to be interpreted as a love song between a husband and his wife.

4) Why was the Song written?

a) To describe spiritual love between a husband and his wife.

b) To describe emotional love between a husband and his wife.
c) To describe physical love between a husband and his wife.

5) Observations:
a) The Song should be read together by husband and wife, using an edition of the Bible that divides the sections according to the varying speakers throughout the Song.  Simply read according to the appropriate gender of the character in the verses.
b) Be prepared to find many unexpected surprises within the pages of this Song.

c) Be prepared for the intense physical descriptions of Solomon and his wife.  You may have to ask God to adjust your heart attitude toward these righteously erotic passages.  Are you embarrassed or ashamed of what God has declared right and good?  Are you allowing the world’s standard to dictate your attitude toward sex in your marriage relationship?

Song of Solomon 1:2-6
The wife’s view of herself
Lesson # 2
Introduction:  Discerning the exact speaker in the Song is not always easy.  For this study, we will utilize the divisions as printed in the MacArthur Study Bible (NKJV).

1) Her first words—1:2-4a

a) She longs for the kisses from his lips—1:2

i) Why?  Because she knows his love is better than anything else that can bring pleasure (wine is used as an example)
(1) The word “love” is often used in reference to physical or sexual love

(2) Physical affection should bring refreshing, satisfying pleasure.

b) She enjoys the fragrance of her husband—1:3a
i) He has anointed his body with aromatic ointments.

ii) Observation:  Husbands, please learn what smells your wife enjoys; purchase and make use of appropriate colognes, etc.

c) She recognizes the reputation of her husband—1:3b

i) A person’s name was representative of his/her character.  Thus, she states that his character was pleasing and attractive to her.

ii) It was not surprising to her, then, that other unmarried women found her husband attractive.  If she found his character attractive, so would they!

d) She pleads with him to take her away with him—1:4a

i) She longs to be alone with him.
2) A misunderstood phrase—1:4b

a) “We will run after you” indicates a group (chorus) of women speaking to Shulamith.
b) It would be better translated, “Let us make haste,” referring to Shulamith urging her husband to hurry so they can spend time together.  This seems to make more sense, in light of the context.

i) Observation:  There is nothing wrong for a woman to desire her husband physically.

3) Her next phrase—1:4c
a) “The king (Solomon) has brought me into his (private) chambers (bedroom).”
b) The husband seems to have taken the initiative here, though the wife has already been filled with longing.

4) A response from an unknown or imaginary group—1:4d
a) This group recognizes the uniqueness of this couple’s love for one another.
b) Observation:  husband and wife both need to remember that others are watching the way you express your love for one another.  What example are you setting?

5) Her self evaluation—1:5-6

a) She views her body objectively—1:5
i) Her skin color was dark

(1) Compared to:

(a) The tents of Kedar—made from black goat hair
(i) These descendants of Ishmael (Genesis 25:13) were nomads in northern Arabia

(b) The curtains of Solomon—perhaps a reference to beautiful tapestries hung in the palace
(2) Why?

(a) Because her brothers (in their anger) made her work in the vineyards in the hot sun—1:6

ii) Her skin was attractive (lovely, comely)

(1) Though she was different than other women, she didn’t let that uniqueness affect her view of what God had allowed to happen to her skin.

b) She asks the group to not stare at her—1:6

i) Don’t look upon me just because I am dark skinned.

ii) She gives the group an explanation for her deep sun tan.

(1) Apparently her father had died some time before.  Her brothers were now known as “her mother’s sons.”  They made the decision of what her work should be.

iii) She explains she has not cared for her appearance (her “own vineyard”) as she would have liked.

(1) Solomon found her attractive.  She also considered herself lovely (1:5), though not in an arrogant or proud sense.
(2) Observation:  She was not feeling sorry for herself.  All of these events (her father’s death, her brothers’ mistreatment of her, etc.) are under the control of the Sovereign God.

Song of Solomon 1:7-14
Lesson # 3
1) The wife speaks to her husband—1:7
a) She refers to him as her “beloved”

i) She expresses her affection in words

b) She asks him concerning his whereabouts

i) Where are you tending your sheep right now?

ii) Observation:  It is not wrong for a wife to know where her husband is at.

c) She explains her reasons for wanting to know where he was going.
i) “Why should I be as one who veils herself by the flock of your companions?”

ii) In other words, I don’t want my actions misunderstood by other people as I search for you.

(1) She doesn’t want other men seeing her and making advances toward her as she is out in public looking for him.  They would think inappropriate thoughts of her.  The very thought of appearing to be immodest or to be encouraging another man’s interests in her was repulsive to her.

(2) Observation:  Like it or not, men are aroused by sight.  Men do notice a neckline too low, a hemline too high, an outfit one size too small, a blouse too sheer, etc.  Suggestive apparel is fine in the privacy of your home, but not in public!

2) The response from the unknown group—1:8

a) It appears that they tell her to go looking for him.

b) This could also possibly be interpreted as, “Get used to your husband being involved with his business.”

3) The husband speaks (for the first time)—1:9-10 He compliments her

a) By comparing her with horses!  “I have compared you, my love, to my filly (mare) among Pharaoh’s chariots”
i) While our culture may not always find horses attractive, their culture did.

ii) Horses were the treasured companions of kings!  Solomon was an accomplished horseman—1st Kings 10:26-29

iii) He is saying to her, “You are unique out of so many!”

b) By calling her “my love (darling)”

i) She was his companion, his confidential partner.

c) By noticing her jewelry
i) Her cheeks were lovely with ornaments

(1) “Ornaments” probably refers to some type of earrings made of gold, silver, or pearls
ii) Her neck was lovely with chains of gold

iii) Observation:  Jewelry is not forbidden to women believers.  However, caution must be exercised in balancing between being attractive and being an attraction (1st Peter 3:3).
iv) Observation:  Husbands, pay attention when your wife wears jewelry, etc.  Compliment her on her appearance.
4) The response from the unknown group—1:11

a) They offer to provide even more jewelry for her, now that they know the husband enjoys seeing her with such ornaments.
5) The wife speaks about her husband—1:12-14

a) She makes herself smell good for him—1:12
i) This fragrance (spikenard, perfume) is an expression of her love for him.

ii) It came from a plant imported from India, through Persia.

b) He is precious to her—1:13-14

i) Like a bundle (sachet, pouch) of myrrh

(1) She compares her husband to this sachet of valuable perfume that was close to her heart all night.
(2) After wearing this sachet of perfume all night, her body would have a lovely fragrance.  People could tell she had worn the perfume pouch.

(3) Observation:  Can people tell that you as a wife consider your husband valuable?  Is it noticeable to others that you treasure him?

ii) Like a cluster of henna blossoms—1:14

(1) She refers to him as her “beloved”

(a) Again, she verbally expresses her affection for him

(2) “Henna blossoms” are fragrant whitish flowers that grow in clusters (similar to grapes).

(a) They were often used as ornaments to make other things attractive.

(3) “En-Gedi” was Solomon’s terraced vineyard oasis on the west shore of the Dead Sea.

(a) In essence she says her husband makes her attractive to others.
Song of Solomon 1:15-2:7
Lesson # 4

1) The husband speaks of his wife’s beauty—1:15
a) He repeats his statement concerning her outward (physical) beauty.
b) He describes her eyes as doves, which were symbols of purity and tranquility.

i) The eyes were recognized as a reflection of a person’s character.

c) Observation:  Husbands, frequently comment on your wife’s physical beauty.  At the same time, do not use flattery to get what you want.  If your wife struggles with the sin of pride concerning her physical appearance, remember to exercise caution.  It appears, however, that many women in our culture regard themselves as unattractive according to the world’s standards of beauty.

2) The wife responds with similar thoughts—1:16-2:1

a) She talks first of how handsome she perceives him to be—1:16a
i) In appearance—she uses the same word for “beautiful” he has just used

ii) In personality—she uses the word “pleasant” which refers to qualities that are agreeable to the 5 senses

(1) For instance, food is pleasant to the taste, music to the ear, etc.

iii) Observation:  This is indeed a rare combination.  Most men are either one or the other, but not both.  She views her husband as attractive both externally and internally.

b) She next compliments his choice of bedroom furniture—1:16b-17

i) Their bed (perhaps canopied) was green

ii) The beams of the bedroom were cedar

iii) The rafters of the bedroom were of fir (or cypress)

iv) Observation:  These items were ones she was perhaps quite familiar with.  In other words, their bedroom was decorated with what was pleasant to her.

c) Her self-evaluation—2:1

i) “I am the rose of Sharon”
(1) A common flesh-colored meadow flower, something like a crocus or narcissus
ii) “I am the lily of the valleys”
(1) A common red-colored flower
iii) Observation:  She finds nothing special or unique about her physical appearance
3) The husband compliments his wife again—2:2

a) He agrees she is a “lily” (same word she used in 2:1)
b) He compares her favorably with other women by comparing them to “thorns”!

c) Observation:  Husband, if you do compare your wife with other women, do so favorably.  Never use other women as the standard of what you want to be like (physically, spiritually, etc.).

4) The wife compliments her husband once again—2:3-6
a) She compares him to other men—2:3
· Notice how she follows his favorable comparison with her own.  She says that he is like an apple tree among common trees in the forest

i) She states that she delights in his shade, and finds his fruit sweet.

(1) Some see this to be sexually erotic figures of speech, as the apple tree was a frequent symbol in secular literature for sexual love.

(a) If so, in accordance with secular literature of that time, these figures of speech would possibly be referring to her engaging in oral sex for him (fellatio).

(2) Others see this simply as protection (shade) and overall intimacy (sweetness).

b) She appreciates his public appropriate displays of affection—2:4

i) The banquet hall was a public setting.

ii) The banner (love) was meant to be seen by all.

c) She asks (commands) him to supply two things—2:5
i) The requests

(1) “Sustain me with raisin-cakes”—an expensive nourishing food

(2) “Refresh me with apples”—from his tree? (2:3)

ii) The reason behind the requests

(1) “Because I am lovesick”—her longings for him have weakened her and she recognizes that only he can satisfy her
d) She describes a favorite comfortable position—2:6
i) “His left hand is under my head”
ii) “His right hand embraces me”—“embrace” refers to any physical expression of love done with the hands, including fondling.

(1) Be careful who you embrace—Proverbs 5:20

(2) Be careful when you embrace—Ecclesiastes 3:5

· There are inappropriate places and moments for physical expressions of love.

iii) Observation:  You need to communicate such things to each other.

5) The wife addresses the unknown group—2:7  A transitional verse

a) She uses images from her background—2:7a

i) Gazelles and does of the field
b) She warns them concerning impatience regarding love—2:7b

i) The two warnings

(1) Don’t cause love to arouse

(2) Don’t eagerly busy yourself to arouse love

ii) The time limit

(1) “Until it pleases”
c) Observation:  She warns these young women to not be impatient in their longings for this same type of life.  If one tries to force it, it will flee (as the gazelle and doe scamper away from impatient people).  Don’t plunge rashly into the passions of physical love.  This is clearly a statement to abstain from premarital sexual activity.

Song of Solomon 2:8-3:5

The wife speaks

Lesson # 5

1) The wife anticipates her husband’s presence—2:8-9
a) She hears his voice—2:8a
b) She describes his graceful movements—2:8b-9

i) Running swiftly to return home

ii) Peaking in through the windows upon his arrival

2) The wife recalls her husband’s words—2:10-14

a) He asked her to go on a walk with him—2:10
b) He stated that the travel conditions were prime—2:11-13a
i) Winter rains were a thing of the past—2:11

ii) Spring flowers and birds had arrived—2:12

iii) The sights and smells of spring vegetation were vivid—2:13a
c) He complimented her—2:13b-14

i) Note his pet words for her
(1) “My love”
(2) “My fair one”
(3) “My dove”
ii) Note his compliments:

(1) Her “face is lovely”
(2) Her “voice is sweet”
iii) Observation:  Husband, these things are not simply “gushy” words, but rather appropriate things to say to your wife.  Also, do not compliment your wife in order to get something you want!  Don’t use words to barter for something else.
3) The wife encourages her husband—2:15-17

a) Concerning potential problems—2:15
i) Little foxes are an example of little problems that can gnaw at a marriage relationship.

ii) Observations:

(1) Husband, deal with problems while they are small.

(2) Wives, it is not wrong for you to graciously encourage your husband in this way.

b) Concerning their exclusive love for one another—2:16

c) Concerning her desire for his swift return home—2:17
i) In other words, “Hurry home!”

4) The wife recounts a recurring dream concerning her husband—3:1-4
a) She dreams she can’t find her husband—3:1
b) She dreams she searches for her husband—3:2-3

c) She dreams she finds her husband—3:4

5) The wife reminds the unknown group about the dangers of love’s passions—3:5 (see 2:7)

Song of Solomon 3:6-11

The unknown group speaks of King Solomon on his wedding day

Lesson # 6

Introduction:  Chronologically, this section probably takes place before 1:1.
1) A question is raised—3:6
a) Solomon is approaching the bride’s house enveloped in clouds of incense smoke
b) Observation # 1:  Weddings normally took place at one’s home, rather than the synagogue or temple.  A wedding was considered a civil ceremony rather than a religious one.

c) Observation # 2:  The groom’s arrival at the bride’s home was a central feature in the wedding ceremony.  Having arrived, he escorted her back to their new residence.  The focus was on him, not her.  Compare this with a Christian’s relationship to Christ.
2) The question is answered—3:7-10

a) His mode of transportation is described—3:7
i) A litter/palanquin that is carried and surrounded by 60 armed men

ii) These men were probably Solomon’s royal bodyguards.

b) His guards are described—3:8

i) Armed with swords

ii) Experts in war

iii) Alert for imminent danger

iv) Observation:  Solomon shows his desire to protect his new bride at all costs.  He no doubt wanted her to feel secure with him.  Love seeks to protect the person loved.
c) The expensive litter/palanquin was designed by Solomon himself—3:9-10

i) From the wood of Lebanon

ii) Silver corner posts
iii) Gold back rest

iv) Purple seat

d) Observation:  How impressive this sight must have been for the bride-to-be!  Her husband-to-be was well prepared.  He had painstakingly thought through every detail.
3) The girls of Jerusalem are urged to go look at the King—3:11

a) Go see Solomon with a crown on his head
i) Solomon’s mother had placed the wedding crown of joy on his head

b) Their wedding day was a day of gladness and joy to Solomon

c) Observation:  One’s wedding day should be one of joy, not worry and anxiety.  Plan well ahead and keep the focus off of yourself.  As someone once said, “Don’t ruin your wedding day by focusing on yourself!”  Focus on God alone!
Song of Solomon 4:1-5:1
The husband speaks to his wife

Lesson # 7

1) He describes her physically—4:1-7
a) Generally speaking—4:1a
i) “You are fair” is repeated again in 4:7
b) Seven specifics—4:1b-4:5

i) Her eyes behind a veil—4:1b

(1) A woman in their culture normally wore a veil on the wedding day, but removed it upon entering the bridal chamber.
ii) Her hair—4:1c

(1) The goats referred to here were dark and glistened in the sunlight.
iii) Her teeth—4:2

(1) Clean and evenly matched
iv) Her mouth—4:3a

(1) Perfectly outlined and delicately shaped
v) Her temples/cheeks—4:3b

(1) Reddish colored and sweet like a pomegranate
vi) Her neck—4:4

(1) Regal bearing and attractive appearance
vii) Her breasts—4:5

(1) Soft and enticing, apparently visible to her husband (perhaps through a sheer garment [4:10]).
viii) Her genitals—4:6

(1) He wants to spend all night with his wife, until the shadows flee away.

(2) The myrrh could possibly refer to either:

(a) The cachet of myrrh mentioned in 1:13
(i) In other words, he longs to enjoy his wife’s perfumed breasts which he considers attractive and of great value.

(ii) Observation:  Consider a similar thought in Proverbs 5:19.

(b) Her genitals.
(i) This would be consistent with the progression downward from her eyes, hair, teeth, lips, cheeks, neck, and breasts.
c) Generally speaking—4:7

i) You are fair
ii) You are without blemish physically in all areas described in 4:1-6
d) Observation:

i) Husband, remind your wife of how you find her attractive.  Do not compare her with other women.  Do not allow our culture to influence your definition of “beautiful”.
ii) Wife, it is not your evaluation of your body that matters, but rather your husband’s.  You should not compare yourself with other women in magazines, movies, TV, etc.  Our culture should not determine what “attractive” means.  Be thankful your husband does find your body desirable.
2) He describes his emotional response to her—4:8-11

a) He wants her with him—4:8
b) His heart has been ravished by just one look at her—4:9

c) Her love is fair and better to him than wine—4:10a

i) Her physical expressions of love had a more refreshing and intoxicating effect on him than wine.

d) Her fragrance is better to him than any other fragrance—4:10b

e) Her kisses (lips and tongue) are sweet—4:11a

i) Observation:  The wife is not simply a passive partner in their physical relationship.

f) Her fragrance is attractive—4:11b

g) Observation:  Note how the senses of sight, touch, smell, taste, and sound were involved in their physical relationship.

3) He describes her figuratively—4:12-15

a) As an enclosed garden, spring, and fountain—4:12
i) These images suggest her virginity that was inaccessible until their wedding night.  She had preserved and protected her purity for him.
b) As various plants and spices—4:13-14

i) This explains how much the husband valued her purity.  He found it (and thus her) attractive, valuable, and desirable.

c) As a fountain, well, and streams—4:15

i) The water was pure and wholesome, and is now accessible to Solomon.

ii) Note also the progression from a fountain to a stream, indicating increasing levels of satisfaction and quenching of Solomon’s thirst for her.

d) Observation:  When a woman surrenders her virginity to her husband, she is no less pure for doing so.

4) The wife responds to her husband’s loving words—4:16-5:1

a) She invites her husband to enjoy her physically—4:16

i) Wind from either direction is refreshing and stimulating.

b) Her husband declares that he has enjoyed what he found in the “garden”—5:1

c) The phrase, “Eat, friends!  Drink and imbibe deeply, O lovers” is probably spoken by God to this couple.

d) Observation:  God expects the physical relationship within marriage to be enjoyed and enjoyed often, so much so that it satisfies the desires of each partner.  Compare this with 1st Corinthians 7:1-5.

Song of Solomon 5:2-8

The wife relates another dream

A dream of her indifference toward her husband’s sexual advances

Lesson # 8

1) The setting—5:2
a) I was asleep but my heart was awake

2) The wife’s dream—5:2b

a) My husband is knocking on the door—5:2b-4

i) He attempts to get in

(1) A voice! My beloved was knocking, speaking:

(a) Open (the door) to me

(b) Note his affectionate names for his wife:  my sister, my darling, my dove, my perfect one

(2) The reason for his knocking:

(a) Because my head is drenched with dew, my locks with the damp of the night

(b) i.e. I have been outside a long time!

(3) Observation:  He is making advances late at night.  Perhaps he has been busy at the office or elsewhere.  Either way, she is already in bed.

ii) The wife’s response (in her dream)—5:3  “I’m ready for bed.”

(1) I’ve changed clothes (I’d have to put my robe on if I get up!)

(2) I’ve washed my feet (I’d have to wash them again if I get up!)
(3) Observation:  She has apparently grown cool and apathetic toward his advances and attempts to use excuses to avoid intimate contact with him.  She uses the equivalent of the modern proverbial expression, “Not tonight, dear.  I have a headache!”  In other words, “Don’t approach me this late at night.”
iii) The husband’s response to her (in her dream)—5:4a

(1) He once again attempts to get in through the door.
(2) Observation:  Quite obviously he does not believe her excuses.

iv) The wife begins to feel sorry for him—5:4b

(1) Literally her “intestines began to cry out for him.”

(a) i.e. intense feelings of compassion

(2) She regrets using her excuses for not getting out of bed and for letting him stay out in the damp evening air.
b) She gets up (in her dream) to open the door for him—5:5-6

i) He made preparations to surprise her—5:5

(1) Her hands drip with the myrrh he left on the door handle.
(a) Compare the other uses of myrrh in this Song (1:13; 3:6; 4:6, 14; 5:1, 5, 13)

(2) Observation:  He obviously wants more than mere shelter from the cold damp air!

ii) She finds that it is too late—5:6

(1) He had turned away and had gone!

(2) Her heart went out to him as he spoke.

(3) She searched for him but she did not find him

(4) She called for him but he did not answer her

c) She encounters (in her dream) the night watchmen of the city—5:7

i) They found her

ii) They hurt her

iii) They attempt to embarrass her (removed her veil)

iv) Observation:  Could her being treated this way in her dream indicate she feels guilty for avoiding her husband’s advances?  She has no one in her dream to protect her from these men.  She is alone (which is what she wanted when her husband first made advances toward her in her dream!).

d) The wife’s response (in her dream) to the unknown group—5:8

i) If you find my husband, tell him I miss him!
ii) Now she wants him with her.  Quite a change from before in 5:3!

3) Summary
a) Both spouses share the guilt
i) The husband came to her too late in the evening.  This is rarely a wise action.  Be considerate of your wife’s schedule and her emotional and physical condition.
ii) The wife refuses her husband’s sexual advances.  Be thankful he is “knocking on your door.”  There are plenty of other doors to knock on.  There will always be another woman who is willing to “open her door.”
b) Both spouses show signs of self-centered immaturity

i) He goes away, seemingly pouting that he didn’t get what he wanted from her.
ii) She doesn’t want to be bothered to get out of bed and let him in the door.
c) Remember the New Testament principles of sex taught in 1st Corinthians 7:1-5

i) Sexual relations within marriage enables both spouses to avoid immorality—7:2

ii) Both spouses have a responsibility to actively engage in sexual activity—7:3

iii) Neither spouse has authority over their own body—7:4

iv) Don’t deprive one another of sexual relations, unless it is mutually agreed upon for spiritual purposes—7:5a

v) If you do mutually agree to not have sexual relations for a short period of time for spiritual purposes, make sure you restart as soon as possible so Satan doesn’t tempt you in this area—7:5b

Song of Solomon 5:9-6:3

The wife’s attitude toward her husband changes

Lesson # 9

1) The unknown group questions her regarding the uniqueness of her husband—5:9
a) Remember, she asked for their help in 5:8.

b) They want to know, what makes her beloved different from someone else’s beloved?  Just exactly who are they to be looking for and why?

2) The wife answers their questions by describing her husband—5:10-16
a) Specifically—5:10-16a

i) His face—5:10

(1) Dazzling (handsome) and ruddy (healthy)

(2) One of a kind among thousands

ii) His head—5:11a

(1) Valuable and attractive
iii) His hair—5:11b

(1) Wavy and shiny black

iv) His eyes—5:12

(1) Peaceful, gentle, and clear

v) His cheeks—5:13a

(1) Pleasantly perfumed

vi) His lips—5:13b

(1) Sweet and soft

vii) His hands—5:14a

(1) Full and strong

(2) “Set with beryl” is possibly a reference to clean, healthy fingernails

viii) His abdomen—5:14b

(1) Well-muscled and firm

ix) His legs—5:15a

(1) Specifically, the lower part of the leg (his calves)

(2) Set on pedestals of pure gold (his feet)

x) His overall appearance—5:15b

(1) Tall, strong, masculine

xi) His mouth—5:16a

(1) “Full of sweetness” indicates either a literal sweet taste or a figurative reference to his speech

b) Generally—5:16b

i) He is wholly desirable (pleasant)

c) Note her names for him—5:16c

i) “My beloved” and “my friend”

d) Observation:  Wife, it is not wrong to enjoy your husband’s physical appearance.  Take the time to look at him and appreciate what God has given to you.
3) The unknown group questions her regarding the whereabouts of her husband—6:1
a) Where has he gone?

i) Remember that he went away because of her indifference (5:2-8).

b) We want to help you find him, just as you asked us in 5:8.

4) The wife answers their questions again—6:2-3
a) Her direct answer

i) He has gone to pasture his flock
(1) Perhaps a reference to being at work (shepherding the people of Israel)

ii) He has gone to gather lilies

(1) Perhaps a reference to being a work (compare this with 2:16)

iii) Observation:  Remember that she had rejected his advances earlier (5:2-8).  She knows where he is at the moment.  He retreated to what is familiar and comfortable for him.
b) Her reflection upon her relationship with her husband

i) I am my beloved’s
(1) She is confident of his love for her

ii) My beloved is mine

(1) She is confident of her love for him

iii) Observation:  The emotional indifference which caused their temporary separation is now a thing of the past.

Song of Solomon 6:4-13

The husband returns after his rejection

Lesson # 10

1) He begins with three compliments of her overall appearance—6:4
a) Beautiful as Tirzah—an old Canaanite city known for its beauty

b) Lovely as Jerusalem—Jerusalem is known for its beautiful situation in the Judean hills (see Psalm 48:2 and Lamentations 2:15)

c) Awesome as an army with banners—looking at her produces an intensely unsettling, emotional response

d) Observations:

i) Husband, remember that this section of the poem follows the rejection of his sexual advances toward his wife (see lesson # 8).  Solomon does not continue pouting and holding a grudge against his wife just because he didn’t get what he wanted.

ii) Husband, it is not wrong for you to compliment your wife on her appearance.

2) He compliments specific aspects of her face/head—6:5-7
· Compare this with what was written earlier in 4:1-7

a) Her eyes—6:5a

i) Apparently her gaze was penetrating; her beautiful eyes overwhelmed him

b) Her hair—6:5b

i) Dark and shimmering in the light

c) Her teeth—6:6

i) Clean, evenly matched, all present and accounted for

d) Her temples/cheeks

i) Rose colored, covered with a veil

e) Observations:

i) Husband, be creative in your compliments, but do not use flattery.

ii) Husband, notice that his compliments here are strikingly similar to 4:1-7.  He is, in essence saying. “Nothing has changed.  I don’t look at you any differently just because we’ve had a problem.”  He is reassuring her of his affection for her.

iii) Husband, notice also that he compliments her, and does not verbally attack her for rejecting him earlier. She already knew she had been wrong in her attitudes and actions.  Don’t bring it up again and use it against her.

3) He compliments her in comparison to other women—6:8-10
a) Remember that Solomon had many other wives and concubines (1st Kings 11:3).

i) The number of wives and concubines he mentions here (140 total) indicates that this poem was apparently written earlier in his reign.

b) He viewed his wife as unique among women.

i) This was observed from the earliest moments of her life (comments from her mother) until the writing of the poem (comments from the queens and concubines)

c) The other women in the king’s harem made four observations/comparisons about her appearance

i) Like the dawn—she outshines all competition

ii) Like the full moon—she is radiant

iii) Like the sun—she is pure

iv) Like an army with banners—she evokes a strong response when someone sees her

v) Observation: Solomon was not afraid to mention the positive things other women were saying about his wife.

4) Solomon and Shulamith are reunited—6:11-13
· These verses are very hard to interpret.  There are several possible meanings.

a) The wife speaks—6:11-12

i) She went to see if Solomon was really ready to come home—6:11
ii) Solomon surprises her with expressing his love to her in a public demonstration—6:12
b) The unknown group speaks—6:13

i) The group wants her to stay so they can look at her.  After all, haven’t they been trying to help her find Solomon after he left? (remember 5:8 and 6:1)
· Notice also the she is referred to by them as, “O Shulammite.”  The name is actually a feminine form of Solomon.  They are saying, “You are a part of Solomon; a Solomoness!”

ii) The wife responds to them by saying, “Why would you want to look at me?  I am going to spend time alone with my husband.”
· She wants privacy, especially after she rejected his earlier advances.  She has repented and now she wants to set things right with him… alone!

Song of Solomon 7:1-8:4

The husband and wife both express their love physically

Lesson # 11

Introduction:  This section is more intense than the previous descriptions in 4:1-11
1) The husband speaks—7:1-9a
a) He compliments her specifically—7:1-5

i) Her feet—7:1a

(1) Clad in attractive sandals

ii) Her hips/thighs—7:1b

(1) Possibly accentuated because of her dancing “the dance of the two camps” (6:13)

iii) Her navel—7:2a

(1) Desirable and intoxicating as wine

iv) Her waist—7:2b

(1) Desirable and satisfying as wheat

v) Her breasts—7:3

vi) Her neck—7:4a

(1) Long, smooth, light-colored

vii) Her eyes—7:4b

(1) Soft and peaceful

viii) Her nose—7:4c

ix) Her head—7:5a

(1) Majestic in appearance

x) Her hair—7:5b

(1) Attractive and captivating (she held the king of Israel captive!)

b) He compliments her attractiveness—7:6-9a

i) Her overall beautfy—7:6

(1) Beautiful

(2) Delightful

(3) Charming

ii) Her stature—7:7a

(1) Slender, graceful, flexible

iii) Her breasts—7:7b-8

(1) He desires to kiss and caress her breasts

iv) Her mouth—7:9a

(1) Pleasant and sweet

c) Observations:

i) Husbands, remember to compliment your wife on her physical appearance.  Remark about her unique physical design by God.
ii) Wives, consider that the wife was probably naked as the husband describes here body.  He could see her completely.  There is nothing inappropriate for a wife to be naked in the presence of her husband.  Don’t deny your husband this pleasure.  Repent of your selfish inhibitions in this area.  Remember, you do not have authority over your body (1st Corinthians 7:4).
2) The wife responds—7:9b-8:4
a) She is confident of her lovemaking skills to satisfy her husband—7:9b

i) Observation: It is not wrong to be skilled in sexual matters.

b) She is confident of his love and physical desire for her—7:10

i) Observation: It is not wrong for a husband to desire his wife.  Wives, enjoy the fact that he finds you attractive!
c) She invites him to “escape” with her—7:11-13

i) She initiates and is creative in their lovemaking.
ii) Observation # 1: It is not wrong for you to initiate sexual activity in your relationship with your husband.  It does not make you a “bad girl” to desire him physically.
iii) Observation # 2:  She was creative in her lovemaking approach.  She pursued new ways for her and her husband to enjoy each other physically.

d) She longs to be able to display appropriate signs of affection toward him publicly and privately—8:1-3

i) Observation:  There are appropriate and inappropriate displays of affection between husband and wife.  Talk about what you consider appropriate before God and what makes either of you uncomfortable.  Be sensitive to His Spirit and to each other.  Also, consider what displays of affection those around you may consider inappropriate.

e) She warns the unknown group about arousing physical love too soon—8:4

Song of Solomon 8:5-7

Their love is described

Lesson # 12

1) The question is asked—8:5a
a) The image of the desert—8:5a

i) Probably a reference to their returning from their “escape” in 7:11-13

2) The husband speaks—8:5b
a) The image of the apple tree—8:5b

i) Probably a reference to her home and birthplace

b) “Awakened” can also be translated “aroused” sexually

3) The wife speaks—8:6-7
a) She asks her husband to demonstrate the authenticity and value of his love for her—8:6a

i) Put me like a seal over your heart (noticeable in his affections)

ii) Like a seal on your arm (noticeable in his actions)

b) The reason for her request—8:6b-7 Because of the nature of the love between a husband and wife

i) Because love is a universal and irresistible as death—8:6b

ii) Because love is as exclusive and possessive as the grave—8:6b

iii) Because love is unquenchable as fire—8:6c-7a

iv) Because love is priceless—8:7b

4) Observations:
a) Husband
i) Do you consistently demonstrate your love for your wife?

ii) Do you meditate on the type of love you should have for her?

iii) Do you understand the nature of Biblical love?  Consider the description of love in 8:6-7 and 1st Corinthians 13:1-8.

b) Wife

i) What is your understanding of Biblical love?

ii) Do you find your love in alignment with 8:6-7 and 1st Corinthians 13:1-8?  Why or why not?

c) Both

i) It is because of this understanding of Biblical love that physical love is to be demonstrated.  The physical is to be a reflection of the emotional and spiritual.

Song of Solomon 8:8-14

Lesson # 13

Introduction: This appears to be a sort of “flashback” to before they were married.
1) The wife’s brothers speak—8:8-9
a) She was too young for marriage.  She had not begun to develop physically.

b) Their concern for her marriage indicates that perhaps her father had died, and they were now responsible for her marriage arrangements.

c) Their concern for her sexual purity is noted in 8:9.  Their strategy depends on her character.

i) If she is a wall… (resisting temptation, hard to enter)—if she keeps herself pure at all costs, we will honor her

ii) If she is a door… (yields to temptation, easily entered)—if she does not keep herself pure, we will do what we can to prevent if from happening again

d) Observation: Siblings do have an impact on the behavior of their siblings.  Brothers should do what they can to protect the sexual purity of their sisters.

2) The wife speaks—8:10-12
a) She calms her brothers fears by remaining pure—8:10

i) She made a wise, righteous choice regarding her sexual activity.

ii) Even though her breasts had now developed, and were noticed by others (like towers on the city walls), she chose to remain pure.

iii) Observation: Notice the significant ordering of the words.  After she made her choice for purity, then Solomon made his choice to look upon her.  He was intrigued with this young woman who accepted responsibility for her own virtue.  Her character attracted him more than her body!

b) A play on words regarding vineyards—8:11-12

i) Solomon—owned and rented out a literal vineyard not too far from her home

ii) Shulamith—she offered Solomon a figurative vineyard of herself

iii) Observation: Apparently she is asking Solomon to remember the efforts of her brothers in taking care of her until she was of marriageable age.

3) The concluding remarks—8:13-14
a) The husband speaks—8:13

i) You who sit in the gardens, let me hear your farewells to your friends!  In other words, “I want to hear you tell them you have chosen to leave them and come with me.”

b) The wife responds—8:14

i) In other words, “Hurry, Solomon, come quickly and enjoy yourself.”  She  freely gives herself to him.

ii) The “mountains of spices” could refer to her perfumed breasts (2:17; 4:13-14)

c) Observation: Express your desires for one another as husband and wife.  Offer yourself freely to your spouse.
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