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Calvary Baptist Church

Sleepy Eye, MN

Matthew 26:1-5, 14-16

The plot to kill Jesus

Tuesday evening (Jewish Wednesday)

1) Two distinct gatherings—26:1-5

a) Jesus and His disciples—1 And it came to pass [aor. dep. ind.], when Jesus finished [aor. act. ind.] all these words, he said [aor. act. ind.] to his disciples,

i) 2 “Youpl know [perf. act. ind.] that…
(1) after two days the Passover takes place [pres. dep. ind.],

(2) and the Son of Man is delivered up [pres. pass. ind.] to be crucified [aor. pass. inf.].”

(a) Jesus sets a definite date for the crucifixion He has been predicting for the last 6 months.

b) The Jewish leaders—3 At that time …
i) Who?  The chief priests and the scholars and the elders of the people were gathered together [aor. pass. ind.]

(1) These three groups make up the Great Sanhedrin of the nation of Israel.

(2) Remember how Jesus had condemned them only hours earlier (21:23-23:36).

ii) Where?  in the courtyard of the high priest, the one called [pres. pass. ptc.] Caiaphas,

(1) His full name was Joseph bar Caiaphas.

(2) Caiaphas’ courtyard was not a legal place of gathering for the Great Sanhedrin.

iii) What did they do?  4 and they deliberated together [aor. mid. ind.]

(1) that they might seize [aor. act. subj.] Jesus by deceit/stealth

(a) Because of Jesus’ popularity with the crowds
(2) and kill [pres. act. subj.] him.

(a) They had reached this official decision weeks earlier (John 11:50-53).

(3) 5 But they were saying [imperf. act. ind.], “Not during the feast, in order that a riot might not take place [aor. dep. subj.] among the people.”

(a) Wait for the crowds to scatter after Passover.

iv) Do you see how man’s fears are in contrast to God’s predictions/promises?  Jesus said it would happen in 2 days during the feast.  The spiritual leaders don’t want that to happen!

2) One act of despicable treason—26:14-16

· Remember Jesus’ stinging rebuke in 26:6-13 from the previous Friday.  This seems to have been the last straw for this counterfeit disciple of Christ.

a) 14 At that time, one of the twelve, named [pres. pass. ptc.] Judas Iscariot, having proceeded [aor. dep. ptc.] to the chief priests, 15 said [aor. act. ind.], “What are youpl desiring [pres. act. ind.] to give [aor. act. inf.] me? And I will deliver him up [fut. act. ind.] to youpl.”

i) Keep two truths in mind:

(1) Judas’ words and actions were rooted in his self-centered thinking.  He took the initiative.

(a) Jesus had given Judas opportunity to leave 1 year earlier, but Judas chose not to (John 6:66-71).

(2) Judas was now moved by Satan himself (Luke 22:3).

(a) Because of covetousness, and the earlier loss of the precious ointment?

(b) Because he felt his obligation as a citizen to obey the order of authorities to report where Jesus was (John 11:57)?

(c) Because of his disappointment over the outcome of the Triumphal Entry and Jesus’ inability/refusal to be made king?

ii) Notice how he agreed to betray Jesus apart from a crowd (Luke 22:6).

b) And they set [aor. act. ind.] thirty pieces of silver for him.

c) 16 And from that time on he kept seeking [imperf. act. ind.] a convenient moment in order that he might deliver him up [aor. act. subj.].

3) Summary and applications

a) Marvel at the timing of Christ—Christ was not unexpectedly dragged to death by His enemies, but was led to it by the providence of God.  See Acts 2:23

b) Marvel at the value of Christ—What value do you place on Christ?  What is He worth to you?

Matthew 26:17-25

Jesus eats the Passover with the 12

Thursday, April 2, 33 AD

1) The setting—26:17-19

a) The question from the disciples—17 Now, on the first of Unleavened Bread, the disciples approached [aor. act. ind.] Jesus, saying [pres. act. ptc.], “Where do you want [pres. act. ind.] us to prepare [fut. act. ind.] for you to eat [aor. act. inf.] the Passover?”
b) The response from Jesus—18 And he said [aor. act. ind.],

i) “Go [pres. act. impv.] into the city to a certain man,
(1) Mark (14:13) and Luke (22:10) both identify this man as one carrying a pitcher of water, which was a woman’s job.
ii) and say [aor. act. impv.] to him, ‘The teacher says [pres. act. ind.],

(1) “My time is [pres. act. ind.] near;
(2) I am doing [pres. act. ind.] the Passover with my disciples with you.”’”

c) 19 And the disciples…
· According to Luke 22:8, this was Peter and John.
i) did [aor. act. ind.] as Jesus had arranged [aor. act. ind.] for them;
ii) and they prepared [aor. act. ind.] the Passover.
d) Sending Peter and John apart from the rest of the 12 would keep it a secret place, making it difficult for Judas to accomplish his purpose.
2) The beginning of the Passover meal—26:20-25

a) Jesus eats the Passover meal with them—20 Now,… he was reclining [imperf. dep. ind.]…
i) When?  when evening had come [aor. dep. ptc.], 

ii) With whom?  with the twelve.
b) Jesus rebukes them for their greed and jealousy for position—Luke 22:24-30

i) Judas seems to have been seated at Jesus’ left hand while John was at Jesus’ right hand.  This was probably the catalyst for their argument.

c) Jesus then washes their feet—John 13:1-20

i) Normally this was done as the guests entered the house, not during meal time.

ii) Normally this was done by the lowliest of household slaves, not the master.

iii) This was the point in the Passover feast when the master of the feast was expected to explain the significance of the Passover.
d) Jesus identifies His betrayer—26:21-25

i) 21 And… he said [aor. act. ind.], …
(1) When?  while they were eating [pres. act. ptc.],

(2) What did He say? “Certainly I say [pres. act. ind.] to youpl that one of youpl will deliver [fut. act. ind.] me up.”

(a) This is the first time the betrayer has been identified as being from the 12.

ii) 22 And being exceedingly grieved [pres. pass. ptc.], they each one began [aor. dep. ind.] to say [pres. act. inf.] to him, “Surely it is [pres. act. ind.] not I, Lord?”
(1) John 13:22 indicates none of the disciples suspected any of the others, including Judas.

(2) Note their confusion and lack of self-confidence: could it be I?

iii) 23 Now he, having responded [aor. dep. ptc.], said [aor. act. ind.], “The one who dipped [aor. act. ptc.] his hand with me into the bowl, this is the one who will deliver [fut. act. ind.] me up.

· A violation of the rights of hospitality.  Eating one’s bread ties your hands.  

(1) 24 On the one hand, the Son of Man is going [pres. act. ind.] just as it stands written [perf. pass. ind.] concerning him,
(2) but, on the other hand, woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is being delivered up [pres. pass. ind.].

(a) It would have been [imperf. act. ind.] good if that man had not been fathered [aor. pass. ind.].”

(1) Read Luke 22:22.  God determines but man is still active and responsible.
iv) 25 Now Judas, the one delivering him up [pres. act. ptc.], having responded [aor. dep. ptc.], said [aor. act. ind.], “Surely it is [pres. act. ind.] not I, rabbi?”
v) He said [pres. act. ind.] to him, “You have spoken [aor. act. ind.].”

(1) Does Judas leave at this stage of the meal?  Yes (see John 13:23-30). If so, there are no unbelievers present at the institution of the last supper.

(2) Judas has now been exposed by the Master.  If he is to betray Him, it needs to be now, before it is too late!
3) Summary and applications

a) Note that the charade of false believers is often quite effective.

i) A distinction is observed in how Judas refers to Jesus as “rabbi” (26:25) and not “Lord”, as do the other 11 (26:22).  The issue is: who is Christ?

b) Note the wisdom of Christ to delay exposing His betrayer.

c) Note the humility of Christ to honor His betrayer.

Matthew 26:26-30

Jesus institutes the Lord’s Supper

Introduction: The passage before us today takes place following John 13:31-38/Luke 22:31-38 (the first warning of their desertion of Him).

1) 26 Now, while they were eating [pres. act. ptc.], (the Passover meal)

a) Concerning the bread

i) What Jesus does first—having taken [aor. act. ptc.] the bread and having given thanks [aor. act. ptc.],

ii) What Jesus does second—Jesus broke [aor. act. ind.] it, and was giving [imperf. act. inf.] it to the disciples,
(1) He did not keep it for Himself.
iii) What Jesus says—and said [aor. act. ind.],

(1) “Take [aor. act. impv.], eat [aor. act. impv.], this [neuter] is [pres. act. ind.] my body.”

(a) The neuter use of “this” refers to the representation.  If it was to refer to the bread itself, “this” would be masculine.

(b) The Jews did not assume the bread to be literal either, when they said, “This is the bread of affliction our ancestors ate when they came from Egypt.”  The bread wasn’t that old!

b) Concerning the wine—the third cup of four, the cup of redemption
i) What Jesus does first—27 And having taken [aor. act. ptc.] the cup, and having given thanks [aor. act. ptc.],

ii) What Jesus does second—he gave [aor. act. ind.] it to them,
iii) What Jesus says—while saying [pres. act. ptc.],

(1) A command—“Drink [aor. act. impv.] out of it, everyone,
(a) Why?  28 because this [neuter] is [pres. act. ind.] my blood of the new covenant, which is being poured out [pres. pass. ptc.] concerning [peri,] many for [eivj] forgiveness of sins.

(i) The Jews were forbidden from drinking any blood, much less human blood.

(ii) The New Covenant referred to in Jeremiah 31:31-37; 32:37-44; Ezekiel 34:25-31; and 36:26-28.

(iii) We cannot read “many” to mean to omit all.  It seems to be a reference to many (more than just Israel).  Perhaps a reference back to Matthew 20:28, where the preposition avnti, is used.

(2) A prophecy—29 But I am saying [pres. act. ind.] to youpl that I shall not in any way [double negative] drink [aor. act. subj.] from this fruit of the grapevine from now on until that day when I shall drink [pres. act. subj.] it new with youpl in the kingdom of my father.”

(a) This concerns the fourth cup, the cup of restoration.  Jesus did not drink from that cup, yet.

(b) The Lord’s Supper is not just a reminder of His death, but a reminder of His promise to return and share His kingdom blessings with us.

2) 30 And after singing a hymn [aor. act. ptc.], they went out [aor. act. ind.] to the Mount of Olives.

a) Literally “after hymning…”

b) Probably the Hallel, part of Psalm 113-118.

c) Before singing the hymn, Jesus teaches them what is recorded in John 14, and then leaves and teaches what is recorded in John 15-17.

3) Summary and applications

a) When we observe the Lord’s Supper, let us look back to His death.

b) When we observe the Lord’s Supper, let us look forward to His return.

c) When we observe the Lord’s Supper, let us look Godward
i) His holiness as compared to our sin.

ii) His grace, mercy, faithful, and righteousness to forgive us.

Matthew 26:31-35

Jesus warns of desertion by the disciples again

Introduction: Remember He had already warned them during the Passover meal (John 13:31-38).  Now, on the way to Gethsemane, He warns them once again.

1) Declarations to the twelve—31 At that time Jesus said [pres. act. ind.] to them, …

i) Who?  “Youpl all …
(1) Not just Peter.
ii) What?  will be caused to stumble [fut. pass. ind.] in connection with me
(1) Because of their association with Jesus Christ.
iii) When?  in this night,

(1) Gives them a specific time-frame.

iv) Why?  because it stands written [perf. pass. ind.], ‘I will strike [fut. act. ind.] the shepherd and the sheep of the flock will be scattered [fut. pass. ind.].’

(1) An allusion (but not a fulfillment of) to Zechariah 13:7

(a) God’s wrath against the Son of His love.

(2) But they did so of their own volition, and thus they were responsible for their defection.

v) Fulfilled in Matthew 26:56

b) In spite of their defection—32 But after I have been raised [aor. pass. inf.], I will go before [fut. act. ind.] youpl into Galilee.”

i) Don’t miss this message of hope!  Though there is certain death, there is also a certain resurrection.

ii) Don’t miss this message of hope!  After you have deserted Me, you will know where to find me after you repent.  The remaining eleven were all from Galilee.

c) This warning should have been enough to put them on guard so they would not be caused to stumble.  But they did not heed the warning.

2) Warning to Peter—33 But Peter, having responded [aor. dep. ptc.], said [aor. act. ind.] to him, …

a) “Even if all will be caused to stumble [fut. pass. ind.] in connection with you, yet I will never be caused to stumble [fut. pass. ind.].”

i) Suspicious of others and self-confident.  What a shift from Matthew 26:22.

(1) The language implies that he assumes the others would fall.

(2) Peter promises more than he is able to accomplish.

ii) Rejects Jesus’ prophecy that they all would be caused to stumble (26:31).

(1) Lack of faith in God’s Word but certainly strong faith in himself.

(2) Are any of us safe from temptation?  Is anyone strong enough to not fall?

iii) Let us not forget the Satanic aspect of this testing—Luke 22:31-32

b) 34 Jesus kept saying [imperf. act. ind.] to him, “Certainly I say [pres. act. ind.] to you that in this night, before a rooster crows [aor. act. inf.], you will deny [fut. dep. ind.] me three times.”

i) Clearly speaking only to Peter with singular pronouns.

ii) Jesus uses an intensified form of “deny” here.

iii) Jesus knows Peter better than Peter knows Peter.  Peter is not only like the other disciples, he will do worse than they.

c) 35 Peter said [pres. act. ind.] to him, “Even if it is necessary [pres. act. subj.] for me to die [aor. act. inf.] with you, I will never in any way [double negative] deny [aor. dep. subj.] you.”  And all the disciples spoke [aor. act. ind.] in the same way.

i) Well-intentioned boast of loyalty, not just by Peter but also by the other ten.

ii) Remember Luke 22: is Peter not in need of Jesus’ prayer for him?

3) Summary and applications

a) Christ’s kindness—to teach them the dangers of self-confidence.

b) Christ’s wisdom—to teach them the dangers of self-will.

c) Christ’s love—to teach them the dangers of self-focus.

d) Christ’s longsuffering—to teach them that God’s sovereignty covers even their failures

e) Christ’s mercy—to teach them the dangers of self-loathing; He is a God of mercy

f) See 2nd Timothy 4 on desertion and restoration

Matthew 26:36-46

Jesus in the Garden

Introduction: This is a fulfillment of what was prophesied earlier in Psalm 22:24.

1) The setting—26:36-38

a) This was after they crossed the little bridge over the brook Kidron—John 18:1

i) Perhaps deeper with spring rains but also tinged red by the blood of the sacrifices.

b) Jesus leaves eight disciples behind—36 At that time, Jesus came [pres. dep. ind.] with them to a piece of ground called [pres. pass. ptc.] Gethsemane, and said [pres. act. ind.] to the disciples,
i) “Sit down [aor. act. impv.] here while I, having gone [aor. act. ptc.], may pray [aor. dep. subj.] over there.”

c) Jesus takes three disciples with Him—37 And having taken with him [aor. act. ptc.] Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he began [aor. dep. ind.] to be grieved [pres. pass. inf.] and to be in anguish [pres. act. inf.].  38 At that time Jesus said [pres. act. ind.] to them,
i) An explanation—“My soul is [pres. act. ind.] deeply grieved (lit. surrounded by sorrow) to the point of death.
ii) Commands—Remain [aor. act. impv.] here and keep watch [pres. act. impv.] with me.”

2) Jesus prays—26:39-44

a) The first time—39 And having gone [aor. act. ptc.] a little further, he fell [aor. act. ind.] on his face while praying [pres. dep. ptc.], and said [pres. act. ptc.], “My Father, if it is [pres. act. ind.] possible, let this cup go away [aor. act. impv.] from me.  Nevertheless, not as I desire [pres. act. ind.] but as You.”

i) It is during this first time of prayer that an angel from heaven appears and strengthens Jesus, as well as Jesus sweating profusely—Luke 22:43-44

ii) See also Hebrews 5:7

iii) What is “this cup”?

(1) Bearing the sins of His people; enduring the curse of the Law; enduring the wrath of the Father and being separated from Him

iv) 40 And he came [pres. dep. ind.] to the disciples and found [pres. act. ind.] them sleeping [pres. act. ptc.], and he said [pres. act. ind.] to Peter, “Were youpl (NB the plural) strong enough [aor. act. ind.] to watch [aor. act. inf.] with me one hour?
(1) 41 Keep on watchingpl [pres. act. impv.] and keep on prayingpl [pres. dep. impv.], in order that youpl may not enter [aor. act. subj.] into testing.  On the one hand the spirit is ready, but on the other hand the flesh is weak.”
(2) This rebuke includes Peter who has adamantly promised to never deny Christ, but here he couldn’t even stay awake!

b) 42 Having gone away [aor. act. ptc.] again a second time, he prayed [aor. dep. ind.], saying [pres. act. ptc.], “My Father, if this cup is not able [pres. dep. ind.] to pass away [aor. act. inf.] from me unless I drink [aor. act. subj.] it, let Your desire happen [aor. dep. impv.].”

i) 43 And having come [aor. act. ptc.], he found [pres. act. ind.] them sleeping [pres. act. ptc.] again, because their eyes were [imperf. act. ind.] weighed down [perf. pass. ptc.].

c) 44 And after leaving [aor. act. ptc.] them, having gone away [aor. act. ptc.] again he prayed [aor. dep. ind.] a third time, saying [aor. act. ptc.] the same thing.

i) 45 At that time he came [pres. dep. ind.] to his disciples, and said [pres. act. ind.] to them, “Keep on sleeping [pres. act. impv.] the remaining time and keep on resting [pres. mid. impv.].  Behold [aor. act. impv.], the hour has drawn near [perf. act. ind.] and the Son of Man is being given over [pres. pass. ind.] into the hands of sinners.

ii) 46 Get up [pres. mid. impv.]!  Let us be going [pres. act. subj.].  Behold [aor. act. impv.], the one who is betraying [pres. act. ptc.] me as drawn near [perf. act. ind.].”

3) How serious was Jesus about drinking this cup?  See John 18:10-11.  NB the verb aspect of “given” [perfect].

4) Summary and applications

a) Consider Christ’s kindness to teach them further of the danger of self-confidence.

b) Consider Christ’s kindness to teach them the need for humility and poverty of spirit.

c) Consider Christ’s kindness to teach us about the proper use of repetition in our prayers.

d) Consider Christ’s kindness to teach us about the need for submission to the Father’s will.

Matthew 26:47-56

Jesus’ Arrest

Very Early Friday Morning, April 3, 33 AD

1) The approach of Judas—26:47-50a
a) 47 And while he was still speaking [pres. act. ptc.], behold [aor. act. impv.], Judas, one of the twelve, came [aor. act. ind.], and with him a crowd with swords (Romans) and clubs (Jewish temple police), from the chief priests and elders of the people.

i) The “crowd” consisted of at least part of the Roman cohort (John 18:3, 12), which was up to 600 men and their officers (including a commander of 1,000—John 18:12).  When Jesus identified himself as “I am,” they all stepped back and fell to the ground (John 18:6)

ii) 48 Now, the one betraying [pres. act. ptc.] him gave [aor. act. ind.] them a distinguishing sign, saying [pres. act. ptc.], “Whomever I may kiss [aor. act. subj.], he is the one; seize [aor. act. impv.] him.”

(1) Because these were mostly Roman soldiers, they would not have been familiar with Jesus.

(2) Remember that Jesus had escaped danger on different occasions (Luke 4:29-30; John 8:59; 10:39).  Judas doesn’t want that to happen again.

iii) 49 And immediately, having approached [aor. act. ptc.] Jesus, he said [aor. act. ind.], “Greetings [pres. act. impv.], rabbi;” and he kissed (intensified form) [aor. act. ind.] him.

(1) Generally, the rabbi kissed the disciple’s head.
iv) 50 And Jesus said [aor. act. ind.] to him, “Friend (comrade), for what you have come [pres. act. ind.].”

2) Jesus speaks to Peter during the arrest—26:50b-56a
a) The crowd arrests Jesus—26:50b-51

i) At that time, having approached [aor. act. ptc.], they laid [aor. act. ind.] their hands on Jesus and seized [aor. act. ind.] him.  51 And behold [aor. act. impv.], one of those with Jesus, having reached out [aor. act. ptc.] the hand, drew [aor. act. ind.] his sword and having struck [aor. act. ptc.] the bond slave of the high priest, he cut [aor. act. ind.] off his ear.

(1) NB the discretion of Matthew to not name Peter.  John does, but he wrote after Peter had died.

b) Jesus speaks to Peter during the arrest—26:52-54  52 At that time Jesus said [pres. act. ind.] to him…
i) A command—“Return [aor. act. impv.] your sword to its place, because all those who take [aor. act. ptc.] the sword will die [fut. dep. ind.] by the sword.

(1) This was also a way to calm the soldiers to let them know no further violence would occur.

(2) Jesus then healed the ear of Malchus (Luke 22:51).
ii) A question—53 Or are you assuming [pres. act. ind.] that I am not able [pres. dep. ind.] right now to appeal [aor. act. inf.] to my father, and he will place [fut. act. ind.] at my disposal more than twelve legions of angels?
(1) A legion was composed of 6,000 soldiers, thus Jesus means a very large number.  Jesus was not submitting because He was outnumbered.  The Romans were the ones who were outnumbered!  Remember what one angel did in 2nd Kings 19:35?  He killed 185,000 soldiers. What could 72,000 angels do?  Peter, Jesus doesn’t need your puny little sword!
iii) A question appealing to Scripture—54 Therefore how may the Scriptures be fulfilled [aor. pass. subj.], that it is necessary [pres. act. ind.] for it to happen [aor. dep. inf.] this way?”
c) Jesus speaks to the crowds during the arrest—26:55-56a  55 In that hour Jesus said [aor. act. ind.] to the crowds…
i) A question—“As against a robber have youpl come [aor. act. ind.] with swords and clubs to arrest [aor. act. inf.] me?
ii) A rebuke—Every day I was sitting [imperf. dep. ind.] among youpl teaching [pres. act. ptc.] in the temple and youpl did not seize [aor. act. ind.] me.

(1) “I have done what I have done publicly.  You’ve had opportunity before this.  I’m a teacher, not a violent robber.”

iii) An appeal to Scripture—56 But all this has taken place [perf. act. ind.] in order that the Scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled [aor. pass. subj.].”

(1) God’s time, not Judas’, nor the Sanhedrin’s.

3) Jesus is abandoned by the eleven—26:56b

a) At that time all the disciples, having abandoned [aor. act. ptc.] him, fled [aor. act. ind.].
i) Fulfilling Matthew 26:31.

4) Summary and applications

a) Jesus responds to this situation with mercy toward His enemies.

b) Jesus responds to this situation with confidence in the authority of God’s Word.
c) Jesus responds to this situation with submission, both to God and to human authority.

Matthew 26:57-75

Jesus’ Illegal Trials and Denial

Early Friday Morning, April 3, 33 AD

1) Inside the courtyard of Caiaphas—26:57-68  This is illegal trial number two
a) Illegal trial # 1 was at the home of Annas, the father-in-law of Caiaphas (John 18:13-24)
b) 57 And those who had seized [aor. act. ptc.] Jesus led him away [aor. act. ind.] to Caiaphas, the high priest, where the scholars and the elders were gathered together [aor. pass. ind.].

i) 58 But Peter was following [imperf. act. ind.] him from a distance as far as the courtyard of the high priest, and having entered [aor. act. ptc.] in, he was sitting [imperf. dep. ind.] with the servants to see [aor. act. inf.] the end.

c) 59 Now, the chief priests and the elders and the whole Sanhedrin were seeking [imperf. act. ind.] false testimony against Jesus so that they might put him to death [aor. act. subj.], 60 and they found [aor. act. ind.] none, even though many false witnesses approached [aor. act. ptc.], they found [aor. act. ind.] none.

i) Mark emphasizes the inconsistency of the witnesses (Mark 14:56, 59).

ii) 61 But afterwards approached [aor. act. ptc.] two false witnesses, who said [aor. act. ind.], “This man kept saying [imperf. act. ind.], ‘I am able [pres. dep. ind.] to destroy [aor. act. inf.] the temple of God and within three days to rebuild [aor. act. inf.] it.’”

(1) Misquoting Jesus from John 2:19.

iii) Desecration of a holy place was a capital offense throughout the ancient world.

d) 62 And having stood up [aor. act. ptc.], the high priest said [aor. act. ind.] to him, “Are you responding [pres. dep. ind.] nothing?  What is it that these are testifying against [pres. act. ind.] you?”

i) 63 But Jesus was keeping silent [imperf. act. ind.].

e) And having responded [aor. act. ptc.], the high priest said [aor. act. ind.] to him, “I put you under oath [pres. act. ind.] by the living [pres. act. ptc.] God that you may tell [aor. act. subj.] us if you are [pres. act. ind.] the Christ, the Son of God.”

i) 64 Jesus said [pres. act. ind.] to him, “You have said [aor. act. ind.] it; yet I am saying [pres. act. ind.] to youpl, from now on youpl will see [fut. dep. ind.] the Son of Man…
(1) sitting [pres. dep. ptc.] at the right hand of the Power, [Psalm 110:1]
(a) The place of privilege and prominence.

(2) and coming [pres. dep. ptc.] on the clouds of heaven.” [Daniel 7:13]
ii) In other words, “Yes, I am Messiah, and I will prove it to you in the future!”

f) 65 At that time the high priest tore [aor. act. ind.] his garments, saying [pres. act. ptc.], “He blasphemed [aor. act. ind.]! What further need do we have [pres. act. ind.] of witnesses?  Behold [aor. act. impv.], now youpl have heard [aor. act. ind.] his blasphemy.  66 What seems [pres. act. ind.] right to youpl?”
i) And having responded [aor. dep. ptc.], they said [aor. act. ind.], “He is [pres. act. ind.] deserving of death.”

g) 67 At that time… (following the “trial” or perhaps better the “condemnation”)
i) What they did
(1) they spit [aor. act. ind.] on his face,
(2) and beat [aor. act. ind.] him,
(3) and others slapped [aor. act. ind.] him,
ii) What they said
(1) 68 while saying [pres. act. ptc.], “Prophecy [aor. act. impv.] to us, Christ, who is [pres. act. ind.] the one who hit [aor. act. ptc.] you?”

2) Outside the courtyard of Caiaphas—26:69-75
a) Denial # 1—69 Now, Peter was sitting [imperf. dep. ind.] outside in the courtyard, and a certain servant-girl approached [aor. act. ind.] him, saying [pres. act. ptc.], “You also were [imperf. act. ind.] with Jesus the Galilean.”

i) 70 But he denied [aor. dep. ind.] it before them all, saying [pres. act. ptc.], “I do not know [perf. act. ind.] what you are saying [pres. act. ind.].”

b) Denial # 2—71 And when he had gone out [aor. act. ptc.] to the gateway, another servant-girl saw [aor. act. ind.] him, and said [pres. act. ind.] to them in that place, “This one was [imperf. act. ind.] with Jesus the Nazarene.”

i) 72 And again he denied [aor. dep. ind.] it with a binding oath, that “I do not know [perf. act. ind.] the man.”

c) Denial # 3—73 And a little while later, having approached [aor. act. ptc.], the bystanders [perf. act. ptc.] said [aor. act. ind.] to Peter, “Truly you also are [pres. act. ind.] one of them; because your speech makes [pres. act. ind.] you obvious.”

i) 74 At that time he began [aor. dep. ind.] to call down curses [pres. act. inf.], and to swear an oath [pres. act. inf.], that “I do not know [perf. act. ind.] the man.”

ii) If the curses don’t happen, the person is considered innocent.

iii) Luke records that at this time Jesus turned and looked at Peter (Luke 22:61).

d) And immediately a rooster crowed [aor. act. ind.].

i) 75 And Peter remembered [aor. pass. ind.] the word which Jesus had spoken [perf. act. ptc.], that “Before a rooster crows [aor. act. inf.], you will deny [fut. dep. ind.] me three times”.

ii) And having gone [aor. act. ptc.] outside, he wept [aor. act. ind.] bitterly.
3) Summary and applications

a) Remember the words of Peter—1st Peter 2:21-25

b) Remember the words of Peter—2nd Peter 3:17-18
Matthew 27:1-10

Judas’ Remorse without Repenting
1) Trial # 3—27:1-2  Formal condemnation by Sanhedrin
a) Time frame?—1 Now when early morning had come [aor. dep. ptc.],

i) At the time of their saying the Shema (Deuteronomy 6:4-ff).

b) Who was involved?—all the chief priests and the elders of the people
i) All 71 members were required to be there.
c) What did they do?

i) took [aor. act. ind.] counsel together against Jesus so as to put him to death [aor. act. inf.],

(1) To give their illegal proceedings a façade of legitimacy

(2) Note the question in Luke 22:67.  Jesus’ response them was, “In the future I will demonstrate My Messiah-ness.”
ii) 2 and having bound [aor. act. ptc.] him, they led him away [aor. act. ind.]

iii) and delivered [aor. act. ind.] him to Pontius Pilate the governor.

2) Judas’ response—27:3-5

a) How is he described?—

i) 3 At that time Judas, the one betraying [pres. act. ptc.] him,
(1) after seeing [aor. act. ptc.] that he was condemned [aor. pass. ind.],

(2) having felt remorse [aor. dep. ptc.],

b) What did he do?
i) returned [aor. act. ind.] the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders,
c) What did he say?
i) 4 saying [pres. act. ptc.], “I have sinned [aor. act. ind.], having betrayed [aor. act. ptc.] innocent blood.”

(1) True, this was a confession, but to the wrong people.  There was no confession to Jesus nor to God the Father.

(2) Judas recognized Jesus as innocent.

d) Their response?
i) But they said [aor. act. ind.], “What is that to us?  You shall see [fut. dep. ind.].”

e) Judas’s response to them?  5 And…
i) having thrown down [aor. act. ptc.] the pieces of silver in the temple, he departed [aor. act. ind.],

ii) and having gone away [aor. act. ptc.], he hanged himself [aor. mid. ind.].

3) The hypocritical response of the chief priests—27:6-10  6 Now the chief priests,…
a) having taken [aor. act. ptc.] the pieces of silver, said [aor. act. ind.], “It is not permitted [pres. act. ind.] to put [aor. act. inf.] them into the temple treasury because it is [pres. act. ind.] the price of blood.”
b) 7 And having taken [aor. act. ptc.] counsel together, they purchased [aor. act. ind.] with them the field of the potter as a burial place for strangers.
i) 8 For this reason that field has been called [aor. pass. ind.] the Field of Blood to this day.
c) 9 At that time was fulfilled [aor. pass. ind.] the thing having been spoken [aor. pass. ptc.] through Jeremiah the prophet, saying [pres. act. ptc.],

i) “And they took [aor. act. ind.] the thirty pieces of silver, the price of one having been priced [perf. pass. ptc.], who was priced [aor. mid. ind.] by the sons of Israel; 10 and they gave [aor. act. ind.] them for the field of the potter, just as the Lord arranged [aor. act. ind.] for me.”

ii) A reference to Zechariah 11:12-13.  But this section of the Hebrew OT began with the book of Jeremiah, and was thus referred to as Jeremiah.
4) Summary and applications

a) Man-centered religion always looks for loopholes in its rules to allow people to do what they want to do.
i) God-centered religion always looks for ways to demonstrate submissive obedience to God.

b) Man-centered remorse always looks toward people instead of God.

i) God-centered repentance always looks toward God instead of people.  See 2nd Corinthians 7:10-11.  See repentance observation checklist.
Matthew 27:11-26

Jesus Unjust Trial Before Pilate

1) Jesus is before Pilate the first time—27:11-14

a) 11 Now, Jesus stood [aor. act. ind.] before the governor, and the governor questioned [aor. act. ind.] him, saying [pres. act. ptc.], “You are [pres. act. ind.] the king of the Jews?”  And Jesus was saying [imperf. act. ind.] to him, “You are speaking [pres. act. ind.].”  12 And during his being accused [pres. pass. inf.] by the chief priests and the elders, he answered [aor. dep. ind.] nothing.

i) He didn’t ask if Jesus said He was their king, but if He was their king.

ii) The accusations from the Sanhedrin were 3-fold: (Luke 23:2)

(1) He misleads our nation.

(2) He forbids paying taxes to Caesar.

(3) He claims to be a rival king.

b) 13 At that time Pilate said [pres. act. ind.] to him, “Do you not hear [pres. act. ind.] how many things they are testifying [pres. act. ind.] against you?”  14 And he did not answer [aor. dep. ind.] him with regard to even one word, so that the governor was greatly astonished [pres. act. inf.].
2) Jesus is next sent by Pilate to Herod Antipas, the ruler of Galilee—Luke 23:6-12

a) The same Herod who had beheaded John the Baptizer.

b) The Sanhedrin had accused Jesus with political insurrection, starting in Galilee (Luke 23:5). This explains why Pilate sends Jesus to Herod.

3) Jesus is before Pilate a second time—27:15-26

a) 15 Now at the feast, the governor was accustomed [pluperf. act. ind.] to release [pres. act. inf.] for the crowd a prisoner whom they were desiring [imperf. act. ind.].  16 At that time they were holding [imperf. act. ind.] a notorious prisoner called [pres. pass. ptc.] Barabbas.  17 Therefore, when they (the crowds) were gathered together [perf. pass. ptc.], Pilate said [aor. act. ind.] to them, “Whom are youpl desiring [pres. act. ind.] that I may release [aor. act. subj.] for youpl?  Barabbas or Jesus, the one being called [pres. pass. ptc.] Christ?” 18 because he knew [pluperf. act. ind.] that they had delivered him over [aor. act. ind.] because of envy.

i) Barabbas was a hero among the common people because he sought to overthrow Roman rule in Israel.  He was a thief, murderer, and insurrectionist (Luke 23:25; John 18:40).

ii) Pilate knew they were not loyal to Rome but rather envious of Jesus.

b) 19 Now, while he was sitting [pres. dep. ptc.] in the judgment seat, his wife sent [aor. act. ind.] to him, saying [pres. act. ptc.], “Have nothing to do with that righteous man, because I suffered [aor. act. ind.] much today in a dream because of him.”  20 But the chief priests and the elders persuaded [aor. act. ind.] the crowds that they should ask [aor. mid. subj.] for Barabbas and they should destroy [aor. act. subj.] Jesus.  21 But having responded [aor. dep. ptc.], the governor said [aor. act. ind.] to them, “Which of the two are youpl desiring [pres. act. ind.] that I should release [aor. act. subj.] to youpl?”  And they said [aor. act. ind.], “Barabbas.”  22 Pilate said [pres. act. ind.] to them, “Then what should I do [fut. act. ind.] with Jesus, the one being called [pres. pass. ptc.] Christ?”  They all said [pres. act. ind.] to him, “Let him be crucified [aor. pass. impv.].”  23 And the governor was saying [imperf. act. ind.], “Why, what evil has he done [aor. act. ind.]?”  But they kept shouting [imperf. act. ind.] all the more, saying [pres. act. ptc.], “Let him be crucified [aor. pass. impv.].”

i) Not one shred of legitimate evidence was ever presented against Jesus.

c) 24 Now Pilate, having perceived [aor. act. ptc.] that he was getting [pres. act. ind.] nowhere, but rather a riot was taking place [pres. dep. ind.], having taken [aor. act. ptc.] water he washed-off [aor. mid. ind.] his hands in front of the crowd, saying [pres. act. ptc.], “I am [pres. act. ind.] innocent from the blood of this righteous man.  Youpl will see [fut. dep. ind.].”  25 And having responded [aor. dep. ptc.], all the people said [aor. act. ind.], “His blood be upon us and upon our children.”

i) Pilate has declared Jesus’ innocence at least 5 times—Luke 23:4, 14; John 18:38; 19:4, 6

ii) NB the shift from “the crowd” to “the people,” indicating the guilt of the people of Israel.

iii) Pilate’s washing of his hands did not make him innocent before God.

iv) The Jews should have made this a request to God—His blood be upon us and upon our children!

d) 26 At that time he released [aor. act. ind.] Barabbas to them, but after having Jesus scourged [aor. act. ptc.], he delivered him over [aor. act. ind.] in order that he might be crucified [aor. pass. subj.].

i) Perhaps Pilate thought the bloodiness of the scourging would satisfy the crowds.

ii) Fulfilling Isaiah 50:6 and Matthew 20:19

4) Summary and applications

a) All of these things accomplished God’s deliberate purpose—Act 2:23; 4:27-28
i) If these difficulties of Christ were by God’s purpose, so are the ones we encounter.
b) Jesus sets before us the example of responding to difficult times with faith in God—1st Peter 2:18-25

i) Even at work!

Next time we will address the crucifixion of Jesus.
Matthew 27:27-56

Jesus’ Crucifixion

1) The suffering of Christ at the hands of the soldiers—27:27-38

· Perhaps Pilate thought this would satisfy the crowds?

a) 27 At that time the soldiers of the governor, having taken [aor. act. ptc.] Jesus into the Praetorium, gathered [aor. act. ind.] the whole cohort (1/10 of a legion, 600 men) to him,

b) 28 and having stripped [aor. act. ptc.] him, they put [aor. act. ind.] a scarlet cloak (a soldier’s short cloak—imitation royal apparel) around him.

c) 29 And having woven [aor. act. ptc.] a crown out of thorns, they placed [aor. act. ind.] it upon his head (imitation royal crown), and a reed (an imitation royal scepter) in his right hand; and having knelt [aor. act. ptc.] before him, they kept mocking [imperf. act. ind.] him, saying [pres. act. ptc.], “Hail [pres. act. impv.], the king of the Jews (imitation royal worship).”

i) Partially fulfilling Matthew 20:19.

d) 30 And having spat [aor. act. ptc.] on him, they took [aor. act. ind.] the reed and were beating [imperf. act. ind.] him on the head.

i) Spitting on someone was a punishable crime among the Jews.

e) 31 And when they had mocked [aor. act. ind.] him, they stripped off [aor. act. ind.] his cloak and put on [aor. act. ind.] his garments, and led him away [aor. act. ind.] so as to crucify [aor. act. inf.] him.

i) 32 Now while they were coming out [pres. dep. ptc.], they found [aor. act. ind.] a man of Cyrene (north Africa), Simon by name.  They pressed this man into service [aor. act. ind.] that he should carry [aor. act. subj.] his cross.

(1) Perhaps only the horizontal beam of the cross?

(2) The soldiers couldn’t have Jesus die before getting to place of execution!

f) 33 And when they had come [aor. act. ptc.] to a place called [pres. pass. ptc.] Golgotha (that is [pres. act. ind.] to say [pres. pass. ptc.], Place of a Skull), 34 they gave [aor. act. ind.] him sour wine to drink, mixed [perf. pass. ptc.] with gall; and having tasted [aor. dep. ptc.] it, he was not willing [imperf. act. ind.] to drink [aor. act. inf.].

i) See Psalm 69:21

g) 35 And having crucified [aor. act. ptc.] him, they distributed [aor. mid. ind.] his garments, casting [pres. act. ptc.] a lot, 36 and while sitting down [pres. dep. ptc.], they kept watching [imperf. act. ind.] him there.

i) See Psalm 22:18

ii) They stayed at the cross until His death, to make sure friends or relatives did not rescue Him or attempt to relieve His suffering.

h) 37 And they placed [aor. act. ind.] above his head the charge written [perf. pass. ptc.] against him, “This is [pres. act. ind.] Jesus, the king of the Jews.”

i) Pilate had it written in three languages—Greek, Latin, and Aramaic (John 19:20).

i) 38 At that time two robbers were crucified [pres. pass. ind.] with him, one on the right and one on the left.

i) See Isaiah 53:12

2) The suffering of Christ at the words of the people—27:39-49
a) From the common people—39 And those who were passing by [pres. dep. ptc.] were blaspheming [imperf. act. ind.] him while shaking [pres. act. ptc.] their heads, 40 and saying [pres. act. ptc.], “You who are destroying [pres. act. ptc.] the temple and rebuilding [pres. act. ptc.] in three days, save [aor. act. impv.] yourself!  If you are [pres. act. ind.—1st class condition] the Son of God, come down [aor. act. impv.] from the cross.”

i) See Psalm 22:7

b) From the leaders of the people—41 Now in the same way also the chief priests were mocking [pres. act. ptc.], along with the scholars and the elders and the Pharisees, saying [imperf. act. ind.],

i) 42 “He saved [aor. act. ind.] others, he is not able [pres. dep. ind.] to save [aor. act. inf.] himself.

ii) If he is [pres. act. ind.—1st class condition] the king of Israel, let him now come down [aor. act. impv.] from the cross and we will believe [fut. act. ind.] in him.

iii) 43 He trusts [perf. act. ind.] in God; let Him rescue [aor. dep. impv.] him now, if he desires [pres. act. ind.—1st class condition] him; because he said [aor. act. ind.] that, ‘I am [pres. act. ind.] the Son of God.’”

(1) See Psalm 22:8

c) From the robbers—44 And the robbers also who had been crucified [aor. pass. ptc.] with him were reproaching [imperf. act. ind.] him.

3) The suffering of Christ at the hands of God—27:45-50

a) Darkness—45 Now from the sixth hour (noon) darkness came [aor. dep. ind.] over all the land (the whole earth?) until the ninth hour (3 pm).

i) Jesus was on the cross from 9 AM-3 PM.

b) Abandonment—46 And about the ninth hour, Jesus shouted out [aor. act. ind.] with a loud voice, saying [pres. act. ptc.], “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is [pres. act. ind.], “My God, my God, why have You abandoned [aor. act. ind.] me?”

i) This is actually the 4th of 7 statements of Jesus while on the cross.

(1) Forgiveness (Luke 23:34); Promise to the robber (Luke 23:43); Provision for His mother (John 19:26-27); Here; Cry of thirst (John 19:28); Cry of victory (John 19:30); Cry of resignation (Luke 23:46)

ii) See Psalm 22:1

iii) 47 Now, some of those standing [perf. act. ptc.] there, having heard [aor. act. ptc.], were saying [imperf. act. ind.] that “This man is calling [pres. act. ind.] for Elijah.”  48 And immediately one of them, having run [aor. act. ptc.], and having taken [aor. act. ptc.] a sponge, having filled it [aor. act. ptc.] with sour wine and put it [aor. act. ptc.] on a reed, was offering [imperf. act. ind.] him a drink.  49 But the rest were saying [imperf. act. ind.] (to the man with the sponge), “Leave him [aor. act. impv.]; let us see [aor. act. subj.] if Elijah comes [pres. dep. ind.] to save [fut. act. ptc.] him.”  50 And after Jesus again cried out [aor. act. ptc.] with a loud voice, he let go [aor. act. ind.] his spirit.

(1) Remember the words of Jesus in John 10:18.

4) Events accompanying the suffering of Christ—27:51-56

a) The events themselves—27:51-52
i) 51 And behold [aor. act. impv.], the veil of the temple was split [aor. pass. ind.] in two from top to bottom,
(1) Signifying that the way into God’s presence was now opened by Christ.  Perhaps this explains the reason for a great number of priests to become followers of Christ (Acts 6:7).
ii) and the earth was shaken [aor. pass. ind.],

iii) and the rocks were split [aor. pass. ind.],

iv) 52 and the tombs were opened [aor. pass. ind.];

v) and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep [perf. pass. ptc.] were raised [aor. pass. ind.],

(1) 53 and having come out [aor. act. ptc.] of the tombs after his resurrection, they entered [aor. act. ind.] into the holy city and appeared [aor. pass. ind.] to many.

b) The observers—27:53-56
i) Unbelievers (those who got paid to watch)—53 Now the centurion, and those keeping watch [pres. act. ptc.] with him over Jesus, after they saw [aor. act. ptc.] the earthquake and the things that were happening [aor. dep. ptc.], they became extremely frightened [aor. dep. ind.], saying [pres. act. ptc. pl.], “Certainly this was [imperf. act. ind.] the Son of God.”

(1) The Gentiles recognized what unbelieving Israel would not.

(2) Most victims of crucifixion died of exhaustion and suffocation.  That Jesus possessed the strength and lung capacity to shout was extremely unique.

ii) Believers (those who watched because of love)—55 Now there were [imperf. act. ind.] in that place many women observing [pres. act. ptc.] from a distance, who had followed [aor. act. ind.] Jesus from Galilee while ministering [pres. act. ptc.] to him, 56 among whom was [imperf. act. ind.]

(1) Mary the Magdalene, (identified by location)
(2) and Mary the mother of Jacob/James and Joseph, (identified by her sons)
(3) and the mother (Salome) of the sons of Zebedee. (identified by her husband)
5) Summary and applications

a) Jesus suffered deliberately because of your sin and mine.

i) He was not killed; he died by a conscious act of His own sovereign will.

b) Jesus suffered physically because of your sin and mine.
i) He was stripped naked, spit upon, and beaten with hands and a stick.

c) Jesus suffered emotionally because of your sin and mine.

i) He was insulted, mocked, and verbally abused by sinners.

d) Jesus suffered spiritually because of your sin and mine.

i) He was abandoned by His Father and endured His wrath.

e) Jesus suffered victoriously because of your sin and mine

i) He was accepted by His Father, opening the way for you and me to enter into the Father’s presence (Hebrews 6:19; 9:11-14; 10:19-22

ii) He will one day shepherd/rule with an iron scepter (Revelation 19:15).

Matthew 27:57-66

The Responses to Jesus’ Burial

1) The response of believers—27:57-61

a) 57 Now having become [aor. dep. ptc.] evening (between 3-6 p.m.), a rich man from Arimathea came [aor. act. ind.], named Joseph (a member of the Sanhedrin—Mark 15:43; though he disagreed with the Sanhedrin’s decision—Luke 23:51), who himself also became a disciple [aor. act. ind.] to Jesus.  58 This man, having approached [aor. act. ptc.] Pilate (in his battle with fear—John 19:38; Mark 15:43), asked for [aor. mid. ind.] the body of Jesus.
i) At that time Pilate ordered [aor. act. ind.] the body to be given back [aor. pass. inf.].

(1) After determining Jesus had died so quickly.  This was done by having Jesus’ side pierced with a spear (John 19:34).
ii) Nicodemus came with Joseph (John 19:39).

(1) The Law demanded that no body could remain on the cross overnight (Deuteronomy 21:22-23)

(2) How curious that the open disciples of Jesus all fled at the end, but the secret disciples came forward publicly to give Him an appropriate burial.

b) 59 And having taken [aor. act. ptc.] the body,
i) He first had to take Jesus’ body from off the cross—Mark 15:46
ii) Joseph wrapped [aor. act. ind.] it in a clean linen-cloth,
(1) Along with the 75 pounds of spices brought by Nicodemus (John 19:39).
iii) 60 and placed [aor. act. ind.] it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out [aor. act. ind.] in the rock;
(1) Fulfilling Isaiah 53:9
iv) and having rolled [aor. act. ptc.] a large stone to the entrance of the tomb, he departed [aor. act. ind.].

c) 61 And Mary the Magdalene was [imperf. act. ind.] there, and the other Mary, sitting [pres. dep. ptc.] opposite the grave.

i) According to Jewish law, the women could inwardly grieve for this crucified One but not externally mourn for Him.

2) The response of unbelievers—27:62-66

a) 62 Now on the next day, which is [pres. act. ind.] after the Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees were gathered together [aor. pass. ind.] before Pilate, 63 saying [pres. act. ptc.],

i) This approaching of Pilate on a high Sabbath day was extremely unusual.  Notice that the group had an unusual composition: Sadducees and Pharisees.  The only other time we seem them together in Matthew’s gospel is 21:45-46.  In both instances their common hatred for Christ brings them together.

ii) “Sir, we remembered [aor. pass. ind.] that that deceiver said [aor. act. ind.] while still alive [pres. act. ptc.] (**NB, they knew Jesus was dead!), ‘After three days I am being raised [pres. pass. ind.].’  64 Therefore, give orders [aor. act. impv.] to make the grave secure ( [aor. pass. inf.] (they also knew exactly which grave Jesus was laid in) until the third day, so that his disciples, having come [aor. act. ptc.] by night, might not steal [aor. act. subj.] him and say [aor. act. subj.] to the people, ‘He rose [aor. pass. ind.] from the dead’, and the last deception will be [fut. dep. ind.] worse than the first.”

(1) How curious that Jesus disciples forgot His words about resurrection, but His enemies did not!

b) 65 Pilate said [imperf. act. ind.] to them,
i) “You have [pres. act. ind.] a detachment of (Roman) soldiers (Latin word custodia).
ii) Go away [pres. act. impv.].

iii) Make it as secure ( [aor. dep. impv.] as you know [perf. act. ind.]”

c) 66 Now they, having gone [aor. dep. ptc.], made the grave secure ( [aor. dep. ind.], having sealed [aor. act. ptc.] the stone along with the detachment of soldiers.

i) They violated the Sabbath out of hatred for the Christ.  How corrupt and willful was their unbelief.

3) Summary and applications

a) From man’s perspective, the grave is as secure (mentioned 3 times) as it can possibly be.
i) Solid rock, sealed, guarded by soldiers

ii) This clearly sets the stage for the next portion of Matthew.

b) From God’s perspective, the burial had to be done in this manner.
i) Because of Isaiah’s prophecy of Him being buried with a rich man—53:9

ii) Because of Jesus’ prophecy of Him being buried for three days and nights—Matthew 12:40

c) God’s knows with certainty how each disciple of Christ will respond.
i) We may be surprised that visible ones fail, or that secret ones stand; God isn’t.

Matthew 28:1-15

Responses to Jesus’ Resurrection

Sunday April 5, 33 A.D.

1) 1 Now after Sabbath, at the dawning [pres. act. ptc.] toward the first day of the week, came [aor. act. ind.] Mary the Magdalene and the other Mary to observe [aor. act. inf.] the grave.  2 And behold [aor. act. impv.], a great earthquake took place [aor. dep. ind.], because an angel of the Lord, having descended [aor. act. ptc.] out of heaven, having approached [aor. act. ptc.], rolled the stone away [aor. act. ind.] from the entrance, and was sitting [imperf. dep. ind.] on it.  3 Now, his appearance was [imperf. act. ind.] like lightning and his clothing white like snow.  4 And the ones guarding [pres. act. ptc.] were shaken [aor. pass. ind.—same root word as “earthquake”] out of fear of him, and became [aor. dep. ind.] like dead men.

a) The second earthquake to take place in a few days.

b) The stone is rolled away, not to allow Christ to leave, but for people to see that the tomb is empty!

2) 5 Now, having responded [aor. dep. ptc.], the angel said [aor. act. ind.] to the women (excluding Mary Magdalene who runs back to Peter and John to tell the bad news of the empty tomb—John 20:1-2), “Youpl are to stop being afraid [pres. dep. impv.], because I know [perf. act. ind.] that youpl are seeking [pres. act. ind.] Jesus, the one having been crucified [perf. pass. ptc.].  6 He is [pres. act. ind.] not here, because he was raised [aor. pass. ind.] just as he said [aor. act. ind.].  Come [pres. act. impv.], see [aor. act. impv.] the place where the Lord was lying [imperf. dep. ind.].  7 And having gone [aor. dep. ptc.] quickly, tell [aor. act. impv.] his disciples that ‘He has risen [aor. pass. ind.] out from among the dead; and behold [aor. act. impv.], he is going before [pres. act. ind.] youpl into Galilee, in that place youpl will see [fut. dep. ind.] him’; behold [aor. act. impv.], I have told [aor. act. ind.] youpl.”  8 And having departed [aor. act. ptc.] quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, they rushed [aor. act. ind.] to report back [aor. act. inf.] to his disciples.

a) Even though the women had observed where Jesus was buried (27:61), He was no longer there.

b) Jesus was raised by the Father (Romans 6:4; Galatians 1:1; 1st Peter 1:3), by the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:11), and by His own power (John 10:18).

3) At this point, Peter and John run to the empty tomb—Luke 24:9-12; John 20:2-10

a) John runs faster than Peter—John 20:4

4) 9 And as they (the group of women) were departing [imperf. dep. ind.] to report back [aor. act. inf.] to his disciples, and behold [aor. act. impv.], Jesus met [aor. act. ind.] them, saying [pres. act. ptc.], “Greetings [pres. act. impv.].”  And having approached [aor. act. ptc.], they took hold [aor. act. ind.] of his feet, and worshipped [aor. act. ind.] him.  10 At that time, Jesus said [pres. act. ind.] to them, “Stop being afraid [pres. dep. impv.]; go [pres. act. impv.], report back [aor. act. impv.] to my brothers that they may depart [aor. act. subj.] into Galilee and there they will see [fut. dep. ind.] me.”

5) 11 Now, while they (the women) were going [pres. dep. ptc.], behold [aor. act. impv.], some of the detachment of soldiers, having come [aor. act. ptc.] into the city, reported back [aor. act. ind.] to the chief priests (not to Pilate) all the things that had taken place [aor. dep. ptc.].  12 And having been gathered together [aor. pass. ptc.] with the elders, and having taken [aor. act. ptc.] counsel together, they gave [aor. act. ind.] considerable silver to the soldiers, 13 saying [pres. act. ptc.], “Youpl are to say [aor. act. impv.] that ‘His disciples, having come [aor. act. ptc.] by night, have stolen [aor. act. ind.] him while we were sleeping [pres. pass. ptc.].’  14 And if this should be heard [aor. pass. subj.—3rd class condition] in the presence of the governor, we will persuade [fut. act. ind.] him and we will make [fut. act. ind.] youpl free from worry.”  15 And they, having taken [aor. act. ptc.] the silver, did [aor. act. ind.] as they were instructed [aor. pass. ind.]; and this saying was spread widely [aor. pass. ind.] among Jews until this day (at the writing of Matthew’s book in early to mid-60’s AD).

a) NB how this contrasts with the simple faith of the women.  What a desperate, ridiculous story from these men.
i) Why were they sleeping?  How did they all fall asleep at the same time?  How did the disciples roll the stone away without waking at least one soldier?  If the story were true, why did they need to be bribed?  If the soldiers were sleeping, how did they know who stole the body?

b) The disciples had no motive for stealing the body of Jesus.  They didn’t even believe He would rise!  Remember that they had run away in fear.
c) If the body was stolen, then go find it!

6) Summary and applications

a) Note the witnesses to the resurrection
i) The angel, the soldiers on guard, the women, and the unbelieving religious leaders all point to an empty grave.

b) One can have deep affection for Jesus but not have faith in Jesus.
c) See the mercy of God to inform the disciples that Jesus was raised.  He didn’t let them sit and squirm for weeks.
d) See the mercy of God toward the women.  Even though their culture considered their witness worthless, God does not.  Similar to the shepherds in Luke’s book.

Matthew 28:16-20

Jesus Commissions the Eleven in Galilee
1) The response of the eleven—28:16-17

a) They were available and obedient—16 Now (in contrast to the false testimony of the soldiers) the eleven disciples proceeded [aor. dep. ind.] into Galilee to the mountain which Jesus had appointed [aor. mid. ind.] for them.

i) Why Galilee?

(1) Jerusalem has rejected Christ and is left to itself.

(2) Galilee is where Jesus spent most of His ministry.

(3) Jesus had prophesied they would meet in Galilee (Matthew 26:32). He keeps His word.
(4) Free from distractions and disturbances.
b) They worshipped  17 And having seen [aor. act. ptc.] him, they worshiped [aor. act. ind.] him;
i) This indicates they considered Jesus to be God!
ii) except those who doubted [aor. act. ind.].

(1) They hesitated before this risen Christ.

c) This was not the first time they had seen the risen Christ.  Compare John 20:19-23 and John 20:24-29 for at least two other appearances to them before this.  In all, the NT records 10 appearances of the risen Christ.
2) The words of the Master—28:18-20

a) 18 And having approached [aor. act. ptc.], Jesus spoke [aor. act. ind.] to them, saying [pres. act. ptc.],

i) An act of mercy and compassion on Jesus’ part.

ii) These believers are in the presence of the Living God!

b) “All ( authority in heaven and upon earth has been given [aor. pass. ind.] to me.

i) Jesus received this universally, pervasive authority from the Father.  See Daniel 7:13-14.
(1) It is not the possession of authority that changes because of the resurrection, for Jesus had authority before that event.

(a) Matthew 7:29—teaching; Matthew 9:6, 8—forgiving sins; Matthew 10:1—authorizing disciples to cast out demons and heal diseases; Matthew 21:12-13—cleansing the temple; Luke 4:36—casting out demons; John 5:27—to execute judgment; John 10:18—to end His life and to raise Himself from the dead; John 17:2—To give eternal life to the elect
(2) It is the sphere or extent of His authority that appears to change because of the resurrection.

(a) Romans 14:9?
ii) He expects and deserves our submission to that authority.

iii) Christ will possess this authority until He yields it back to the Father (1st Corinthians 15:24-28).

c) Four verbs to consider
i) When?  19 Having gone [aor. dep. ptc.],

(1) Assumes they will leave the confines of Israel

ii) What?  make disciples [aor. act. impv.] of all ( the Gentiles/nations,

(1) The only command in the passage.

(2) Go to all the nations, including Israel, without distinction.
(a) What a contrast to Matthew 10:5-6 where Jesus limits His ministry to Israel.

(3) To disciple someone is to bring them into a relation of learner & Master, taking His authoritative instruction, accepting what He says as true because He says it, and submitting to His requirements because He makes them.

(4) Disciples are those who hear, understand, and obey the teachings of the Master.

iii) Characteristic of discipling # 1—immersing [pres. act. ptc.] them in the name (singular) of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,
(1) Jesus places Himself on the same level as the Father and the Spirit.

(2) This immersion is different from that of John the Baptizer

(a) John immersed Jews only, the disciples immerse all nations
(b) John immersed in preparation for the Messiah’s arrival, the disciples immerse because Messiah has already come

(3) This is not a religious formula to be repeated during immersion.  Reading the book of Acts shows us that no one followed this pattern.
iv) Characteristic of discipling # 2—20 instructing [pres. act. ptc.] them to keep [pres. act. inf.] all ( that I commanded [aor. dep. ind.] youpl,
(1) A restricted, definite course of instruction is to be guarded and obeyed [thre,w].
v) These two characteristics of discipling assume at least some positive response to the presentation of the Gospel.

(1) The NT shows no disciples who have not been immersed or instructed.
d) and behold [aor. act. impv.], I (emphatic—“I myself”) am [pres. act. ind.] with youpl all ( the days until the conclusion of the age.  Amen.”
i) Jesus claims universal, unending presence with His followers until the conclusion of the age at His second coming.
ii) Jesus reminds them to focus on the specific teaching to genuine disciples (John 13:1-ff.

iii) What a comfort in the midst of difficult responses by others to this commission.
3) Summary and applications

a) The proper response in the presence of the risen Christ is worship.
b) The proper response to the command of the authoritative Christ is obedience.

i) Therefore we will be discipling.

ii) Therefore we will be immersing those who are Christ’s disciples.
iii) Therefore we will be instructing those who are Christ’s disciples.

c) The proper response to the promised universal presence of the risen Christ is comfort and encouragement.
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