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Matthew 20:17-28
Going Up to Jerusalem

1) Private instruction—17 And as Jesus was going up [pres. act. ptc.] to Jerusalem, he took [aor. act. ind.] the twelve disciples aside on the road and said [aor. act. ind.] to them,

a) Plurality—18 “Behold [aor. act. impv.], we are going up [pres. act. ind.] to Jerusalem
i) Mark records that Jesus was in the front of this crowd, leading the way.  The disciples followed with astonishment and fear (Mark 10:32).
ii) A climb of 3,500 feet in a distance of 14 miles.

b) Singularity—and the Son of Man (not all of us)
· Jesus said all these events stood written by the prophets—Luke 18:31
i) will be delivered over [fut. pass. ind.] to the chief priests and scholars
(1) These men were the executive body of the Sanhedrin.

ii) and they will condemn [fut. act. ind.] him to death,

(1) Indicating Jesus’ death will follow a trial to establish legal responsibility
iii) 19 and they will deliver him over [fut. act. ind.] to the Gentiles
(1) to mock [aor. act. inf.]

(2) and to scourge [aor. act. inf.]

(3) and to crucify [aor. act. inf.]. [the first reference to the manner of His death]
iv) And the third day he will cause himself to rise again [fut. mid. ind.].”

c) The complete meaning of these things was hidden from the disciples—Luke 18:34

i) By God? By their presuppositions about Christ?
2) Semi-private instruction—20 Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee approached [aor. act. ind.] him, with her sons, bowing down [pres. act. ptc.] and asking [pres. act. ptc.] something from him.

a) 21 Now, he said [aor. act. ind.] to her, “What do you desire [pres. act. ind.]?”

b) She said [pres. act. ind.] to him, “Designate [aor. act. impv.] that these two sons of mine may sit [aor. act. subj.], one on your right hand and one on your left in your kingdom.”

i) It is possible that this woman’s name is Salome, a sister of Jesus’ mother Mary.  Thus, James and John could have been Jesus’ cousins.  This was a natural family request.

ii) Remember what Jesus said about the apostles sitting on thrones judging Israel in the Regeneration (Matthew 19:27-28).  Perhaps they still thought that this trip to Jerusalem was to being the Regeneration?

c) 22 But Jesus, having responded [aor. dep. ptc.], said [aor. act. ind.], “Youpl do not know [perf. act. ind.] what youpl are asking for yourselves [pres. mid. ind.].  Are youpl able [pres. dep. ind.] to drink [aor. act. inf.] the cup that I am about [pres. act. ind.] to drink [pres. act. inf.], and to be baptized [aor. pass. inf.] with the baptism with which I am baptized [pres. pass. ind.]?”

i) NB the plural.  Jesus addresses the sons, not the mother.
ii) NB the phrase “about to drink” indicating His impending suffering

d) They said [pres. act. ind.] to him, “We are able [pres. dep. ind.].”

i) An amazing demonstration of ignorance and self-confidence.
e) 23 And he said [pres. act. ind.] to them,
i) “On the one hand, youpl will drink [fut. dep. ind.] my cup and youpl will be baptized [fut. pass. ind.] with the baptism with which I am baptized [pres. pass. ind.],

(1) James became the first apostle martyr and John was the last to die.

ii) but on the other hand to sit [aor. act. inf.] on my right hand and on my left hand is not mine to give [aor. act. inf.],

(1) but it is for those whom it stands prepared [perf. pass. ind.] by my Father.”

(a) God sovereignly gives positions of honor.  They had already heard about sitting equally on thrones judging the 12 tribes of Israel.
(b) All of these arrangements have been already made by the Father before the foundation of the world.

f) 24 And when the ten heard [aor. act. ptc.] it, they were indignant [aor. act. ind.] with the two brothers.

i) A word for angry resentment.  This shows that the other 10 were apparently self-seeking as well.
g) 25 But Jesus, having summoned them to himself [aor. dep. ptc.], said [aor. act. ind.], “Youpl know [perf. act. ind.] that the rulers of the Gentiles are lording it over [pres. act. ind.] them, and the great ones are exercising authority over [pres. act. ind.] them.
i) Peter grasps some of this teaching, as evidenced in 1st Peter 5:3
h) 26 But it will not be [fut. dep. ind.] this way among youpl, [i.e. don’t be self-seeking]
i) but whoever desires [pres. act. subj.] to become [aor. dep. inf.] great among youpl will be [fut. dep. ind.] yourpl servant,
(1) The road to privileged authority is often paved with years of lowly service.
ii) 27 and whoever desires [pres. act. subj.] to be [pres. act. inf.] first among youpl, let him be [pres. act. impv.] yourpl bondslave,
(1) Let us seek primacy by selfless serving
iii) 28 in the same way as the Son of Man did not come [aor. act. ind.] to be served [aor. pass. inf.], but to serve [aor. act. inf.], and to give [aor. act. inf.] his life a ransom in place of [instead of] many.

(1) NB the parallel to Philippians 2:5-11

(2) NB His pre-existence “the Son of Man did not come”
(3) NB, the first time in Matthew that a purpose is stated for Jesus’ death.
(a) NB the concept of substitution or exchange.

(i) The word “ransom” was a common word for the price paid for a slave who is then set free by the one who bought him.

(b) NB the concept of many.  Sufficient for all, efficient for many.
(i) Unlike the death of others, Christ would die for more than just Himself.
3) Summary and applications
a) Jesus fully understands and explains the Father’s plan for His death and resurrection.  Trust our sovereign God to know what is best.
b) Jesus justly condemns the spirit of self-confidence and self-seeking.  Trust God to give what is best (to grant you the grace to humble yourself).
c) Jesus clearly communicates His substitutionary death.  Trust our sovereign God to do what is best.
Matthew 20:29-34
1) The setting—20:29-30

a) And as they were going out [pres. dep. ptc.] from Jericho, a great crowd followed [aor. act. ind.] him.  30 And behold [aor. act. impv.], two blind men who were sitting [pres. dep. ptc.] alongside the road, having heard [aor. act. ptc.] that Jesus was passing by [pres. act. ind.], screamed [aor. act. ind.], saying [pres. act. ptc.], “Be merciful [aor. act. impv.] to us, Lord, Son of David.”

b) One of these men is named Bartimaeus (Mark 10:46).

c) These physically blind men recognize Jesus as the Messiah.
2) The stern warning from the crowd—20:31

a) 31 Now, the crowd sternly warned [aor. act. ind.] them that they should be silent [aor. act. subj.], but they kept screaming [imperf. act. ind.] all the more, saying [pres. act. ptc.], “Be merciful [aor. act. impv.] to us, Lord, Son of David.”

b) The same word for warning that was used of the disciples warning parents with small children back in 19:13.
c) Perhaps they wanted to get to Jerusalem as quickly as possible and they were hoping Jesus wouldn’t stop to take time to deal with these nobodies.

3) The compassionate response of Christ—20:32-34

a) 32 And having stood still [aor. act. ptc.],

i) Even those He is going on to Jerusalem, He stops to minister to these men.

b) Jesus called [aor. act. ind.] them
i) At this point the crowd tells him, “Take courage, He is calling you” (Mark 10:49). How fickle they are!

ii) Mark also records that Bartimaeus threw his cloak aside and got to his feet (10:50).
c) and said [aor. act. ind.], “What do youpl desire [pres. act. ind.] that I should do [aor. act. subj.] for youpl?”
i) 33 They said [pres. act. ind.] to him, “Lord, that our eyes may be opened [aor. pass. subj.].”

(1) Mark 10:51 records that Bartimaeus referred to Jesus as “Rabboni,” meaning “my master.”

ii) 34 And being moved with compassion [aor. dep. ptc.], Jesus touched [aor. dep. ind.] their eyes,
(1) Because Jesus observed their faith (Mark 10:52).
(2) Jesus’ response is “compassion” which is deeper than that of the simple “mercy” they had asked for.

iii) and immediately their eyes regained sight [aor. act. ind.] and they followed [aor. act. ind.] him.
(1) The verbs for “regaining sight” indicate that these men had been able to see at one time in their lives.

(2) Luke adds that the man continued glorifying God (pres. act. ptc.), and the crowds gave [aor. act. ind.] praise/honor to God (18:43)
4) Jesus’ compassion is also expressed toward Zaccheus in Jericho—Luke 19:1-10

5) Summary and applications

a) Jesus takes what is despised by people to bring glory to Himself—compare 1st Corinthians 1:26-29
b) Jesus responds with compassion to those who recognize their need of Him.
c) Jesus recognizes the perseverance of genuine faith.

d) Jesus demonstrates what the kingdom will be like, when the blind will see—Isaiah 35:1-10

Matthew 26:6-16

Beginning of the Passion Week

These events take place on the Saturday before Passover
1) Jesus had arrived in Bethany late Friday afternoon—John 11:55-12:1

a) The rest of the crowd apparently continued on to Jerusalem instead of stopping in the small town of Bethany.

i) They tell the people in Jerusalem that Jesus is indeed coming to the feast after all—John 11:55-56

ii) They tell the people in Jerusalem that Jesus will enter Jerusalem on Sunday morning.

b) Bethany is just outside the limits for travel on a Sabbath day.

2) Jesus is anointed by Mary—6 Now, when Jesus came to be [aor. dep. ptc.] in Bethany in the house of Simon the leper,

a) 7 a woman approached [aor. act. ind.] him, having [pres. act. ptc.] an alabaster flask of very expensive ointment, and she poured it [aor. act. ind.] on his head while he was reclining [pres. dep. ptc.] at the table.

i) This is Mary, the sister of Lazarus—John 11:2; 12:3

ii) This meal is apparently taking place Saturday evening after sun-down, concluding the sabbath.
iii) This ointment was valued at the equivalent of nearly one year’s wages—John 12:5

b) 8 But when his disciples saw it [aor. act. ptc.], they were indignant [aor. act. ind.], saying [pres. act. ptc.], “Why this waste?  9 Because this ointment was able [imperf. dep. ind.] to be sold [aor. pass. inf.] for much and given [aor. pass. inf.] to the destitute.”

i) Remember that Judas was the treasurer of their small group, and habitually stole from the money bag—John 12:6

3) Jesus addresses the root issue—10 But Jesus, having ascertained this [aor. act. ptc.], said [aor. act. ind.] to them,

a) “Why do you bring [pres. act. ind.] troubles to this woman?
b) Because she has done [aor. dep. ind.] a good thing to me.

i) An evaluation of her work

c) 11 Because youpl always have [pres. act. ind.] the destitute with youpl, but youpl do not always have [pres. act. ind.] me.

i) An admonition regarding priorities and focus.

d) 12 Because having poured [aor. act. ptc.] this ointment on my body, she did it [aor. act. ind.] to prepare [aor. act. inf.] me for burial.

i) Anointing guests with oil for hospitality was common, but this anointing was “for burial.”

e) 13 Certainly I am saying [pres. act. ind.] to youpl, wherever this gospel may be proclaimed [aor. pass. subj.] in the whole world, what this woman has done [aor. act. ind.] will also be spoken of [fut. pass. ind.] in memory of her.”

i) Her memorial is not a tombstone but rather this inspired story.

4) In sharp contrast to Mary’s act of devotion—14 Then, one of the twelve, named [pres. pass. ptc.] Judas Iscariot, proceeded [aor. dep. ptc.] to the chief priests,

a) 15 and said [aor. act. ind.], “What are you desiring [pres. act. ind.] to give [aor. act. inf.] me if I deliver [fut. act. ind.] him over to youpl?”

b) And they set [aor. act. ind.] thirty pieces of silver for him.

i) This is the equivalent of four months wages.

c) 16 And from that time he kept seeking [imperf. act. ind.] a convenient moment in order that he might deliver him over [aor. act. subj.].
5) Summary and applications

a) To honor Christ lavishly is never wasteful.
b) To value Christ exclusively is never foolish.
c) To worship Christ completely is never wrong.

Matthew 21:1-11, 14-17
Sunday of the Passion Week
March 29, 33 AD

1) His preparation—21:1-7

a) 1 And when they had drawn near [aor. act. ind.] to Jerusalem, and had come [aor. act. ind.] to Beth-phage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent forth [aor. act. ind.] two disciples, 2 saying [pres. act. ptc.] to them, “Go [aor. dep. subj.] into the village in front of youpl, and immediately youpl will find [fut. act. ind.] a donkey tied [perf. pass. ptc.], and a colt with her.  Having untied [aor. act. ptc.] them, bring [aor. act. impv.] them to me.  3 And if anyone should say [aor. act. subj.] something to youpl, youpl will say [fut. act. ind.], ‘The Lord has [pres. act. ind.] need of them,’ and immediately he will send [pres. act. ind.] them forth.”
i) 4 Now this came to be [perf. act. ind.] in order that what was spoken [aor. pass. ptc.] through the prophet might be fulfilled [aor. pass. subj.], saying [pres. act. ptc.], 5 “Say to [aor. act. impv.] the daughter of Zion, ‘Behold [aor. act. impv.], your king is coming [pres. dep. ind.] to you, unassuming and riding [perf. act. ptc.] upon a donkey, even a colt, a son of a beast of burden.’”

(1) Quotes & combines phrases from both Isaiah 62:11 and Zechariah 9:9
(2) How does this relate to Daniel 7:13 where Messiah comes with the clouds of heaven?  There must be two comings!
(3) After all the times Jesus has withdrawn and has refused to be acknowledged as King by the crowds, He now orchestrates a very public entrance into the city. This is not so much the Triumphal Entry as it is the Deliberate Entry to fulfill Daniel 9:25-26, which we will address in a few months on Wed. PM.
b) 6 Now the disciples proceeded [aor. dep. ptc.] and did [aor. act. ptc.] just as Jesus had directed [aor. act. ind.] them.  7 They brought [aor. act. ind.] the donkey and the colt, and placed [aor. act. ind.] their cloaks on them, and he sat [aor. act. ind.] on them (the garments).

i) NB their obedience to and honor of Christ their king.
2) His entrance—21:8-9

a) The crowd’s actions—8 Now, many of the crowd spread out [aor. act. ind.] their cloaks in the road, and others were cutting [imperf. act. ind.] the branches from the trees and were spreading [imperf. act. ind.] them in the road.
b) The crowd’s words—9 And the crowds who were going before [pres. act. ptc.] and those following [pres. act. ptc.] were shouting [imperf. act. ind.], saying [pres. act. ptc.], “Hosanna to the Son of David!  Blessed [perf. pass. ptc.] is he who is coming [pres. dep. ptc.] in the name of the Lord!  Hosanna in the highest!”

i) See Psalm 118:26

ii) This was carefully arranged by Jesus to frustrate the plans of arrest and murder by the Sanhedrin (cp. John 11:47-48, 53, 57; Luke 19:47-48; 20:19).

iii) The Pharisees do not approve of this praise—Luke 19:39-40
iv) Jesus weeps over Jerusalem—Luke 19:41-42

v) Jesus prophesies the siege of Jerusalem by the Romans (Luke 19:43-44)

3) The response to Him—21:10-11

a) 10 And when he had entered [aor. act. ptc.] into Jerusalem, the whole city was shaken [aor. pass. ind.], saying [pres. act. ptc.], “Who is [pres. act. ind.] this?”  11 And the crowds were saying [imperf. act. ind.], “This is [pres. act. ind.] Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth of Galilee.”

i) Wasn’t he the king just a few moments earlier as they walked toward the city?  Now that they have arrived in Jerusalem, is he really just a prophet?
4) Jesus is confronted in the temple—21:14-17

a) His ministry of healing—14 And the lame and blind came near [aor. act. ind.] to him in the temple and he healed [aor. act. ind.] them.
i) These men were not required to attend the 3 major feasts. In addition, when they did attend, they were, at best, tolerated in the temple by the priests.
b) The reaction of the temple leaders—15 But when the chief priest and the scholars saw [aor. act. ptc.] the marvelous things that he had done [aor. act. ind.], and the children shouting [pres. act. ptc.] in the temple and saying [pres. act. ptc.], “Hosanna to the Son of David!” they were indignant [aor. act. ind.], 16 and said [aor. act. ind.] to him, “Do you hear [pres. act. ind.] what these are saying [pres. act. ind.]?”

i) These children were probably young men who were there for their first visit at age 12 before they attended as a legal adult at age 13.

c) His appeal to Scripture—And Jesus said [pres. act. ind.] to them, “Yes. Have youpl never read [aor. act. ind.], ‘Out of the mouth of infants and nursing babes [pres. act. ptc.] you have prepared [aor. mid. ind.] praise for yourself’?”

i) See Psalm 8:2.  By referring to this passage, Jesus claims to be God.
5) His withdrawal—17 And having left [aor. act. ptc.] them, he went out [aor. act. ind.] of the city to Bethany and he spent the night [aor. dep. ind.] there.

a) Outside the jurisdiction of the temple guards.

6) Summary and applications
a) Let us praise Him that God’s timing is always best.  See Daniel 9:25-26.

b) Let us, by God’s grace, imitate the character of Christ—His sorrow over being rejected by the people, His meekness, His mercy toward those who suffer.
c) Le us remember that the affections of people are fickle.  The value they placed on Christ was temporary, indicating they were not genuine believers as Mary, whom we looked at last time from Matthew 26.
Matthew 21:12-13, 18-19
Monday of the Passion Week

March 30, 33 AD

1) Jesus demonstrates authority over His creation—18 Now, early in the morning, while returning [pres. act. ptc.] to the city, he was hungry [aor. act. ind.].  19 And after seeing [aor. act. ptc.] one fig tree by the road, he went [aor. act. ind.] to it and found [aor. act. ind.] nothing on it except leaves only, and said [pres. act. ind.] to it, “May fruit no longer come [aor. dep. subj.] from you forever.”  And the fig tree withered [aor. pass. ind.] suddenly.

a) If leaves were present on the tree, fruit should have been there as well, as the fruit appeared before the leaves and then ripened later in the year.  This tree promised much but possessed nothing.
b) The tree obeyed its Master.  As we will see next time, this is the beginning of a lesson on faith (Matthew 21:19-22).
2) Jesus demonstrates authority over His temple—12 And Jesus went [aor. act. ind.] into the temple of God and threw out [aor. act. ind.] all the ones selling [pres. act. ptc.] and buying [pres. act. ptc.] in the temple, and he overturned {catastrophe} [aor. act. ind.] tables of the money-changers and the chairs of the ones selling [pres. act. ptc.] doves.  13 And he said [pres. act. ind.] to them, “It stands written [perf. pass. ind.], ‘My house shall be called [fut. pass. ind.] a house of prayer,’ but youpl have made [aor. act. ind.] it a hideout of robbers.”

a) This is the second cleansing of the Temple, addressing the very heart of the corruption within Jewish culture and worship.
b) Its primary purpose was to restore purity and original intent to what Jesus referred to as “My house.”

i) By quoting the phrase “My house,” Jesus identifies Himself as God.  
(1) NB Matthew use of the phrase “temple of God” in 21:12.

ii) Jesus combines quotes from Isaiah 56:7 and Jeremiah 7:11.

c) Its secondary purpose was to open the Court of the Gentiles for the Gentiles to worship God in an undistracted manner—Mark 11:17

i) The Sadducee chief priests had allowed the Temple courtyard to become a stockyard.

ii) The priests established the practice of charging up to 10 times the normal cost for an animal and a 25% fee for changing money into temple shekels.

d) As a result of this, the leaders of the temple (the Sadducees) began planning how to destroy Him.  However, they saw how the multitudes hung on Jesus’ words (Luke 19:48).

i) By cleansing the temple, Jesus brought His enemies to a unified resolve against Him.

3) Read John 12:20-50

a) These Gentiles are forerunners of those who were to come

4) Summary and applications
a) We need to bow before Him who controls trees, and wind, and rain, and storms.
b) We need to bow before Him who deserves and demands undistracted worship.

Matthew 21:19-27
Early on Tuesday of the Passion Week

March 31, 33 AD

1) Jesus teaches about faith—Matthew 21:19b-22
· Mark 11:22 tells us the theme in a nutshell, “Keep having [pres. act. impv.] faith in God.”
a) And the fig tree withered [aor. pass. ind.] suddenly.

b) 20 And when the disciples saw [aor. act. ptc.] it, they marveled [aor. act. ind.], saying [pres. act. ptc.], “How did the fig tree wither [aor. pass. ind.] at once?”
c) 21 And having responded [aor. dep. ptc.], Jesus said [aor. act. ind.] to them, “Certainly I am saying [pres. act. ind.] to youpl, if you should have [pres. act. subj.] faith and not doubt [aor. pass. subj.], not only will you do [fut. act. ind.] what has been done to the fig tree but even if you say [aor. act. subj.] to this mountain, ‘Be lifted up [aor. pass. impv.] and be thrown [aor. pass. impv.] into the sea,’ it will happen [fut. dep. ind.].

i) 22 And all things you should ask [aor. act. subj.] in prayer while believing [pres. act. ptc.], you will receive [fut. dep. ind.].”
d) This is not faith in faith, nor faith in oneself, nor faith in one’s dreams, nor faith in one’s ideas.  It is faith in revelation from God the Father.

2) Jesus teaches about His authority—Matthew 21:23-27

· This section begins a series of controversies with the Jewish leaders, lasting through the end of chapter 23.
a) 23 And when he came [aor. act. ptc.] into the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people approached [aor. act. ind.] him while he was teaching [pres. act. ptc.], saying [pres. act. ptc.], “By what kind of authority are you doing [pres. act. ind.] these things?  And who gave [aor. act. ind.] you this authority?”

i) They weren’t legitimately seeking an answer.  They were looking to trap Him.

b) 24 And having responded [aor. dep. ptc.], Jesus said [aor. act. ind.] to them, “I will also ask [fut. act. ind.] youpl one thing, which, if you tell [aor. act. subj.] me, I also will tell [fut. act. ind.] youpl by what kind of authority I am doing [pres. act. ind.] these things.  25 The immersion of John—where was [imperf. act. ind.] it from?  From heaven or from people?”

c) And they were discussing [imperf. dep. ind.] among themselves, saying [pres. act. ptc.],

i) “If we should say [aor. act. subj.] ‘from heaven,’ he will say [fut. act. ind.] to us, ‘Why then did youpl not believe [aor. act. ind.] him?’

(1) Remember that John had pointed to the nearness of the kingdom.

ii) 26 But if we should say [aor. act. subj.], ‘From people,’ we are afraid [pres. dep. ind.] of the crowd, because they all hold [pres. act. ind.] John as a prophet.

(1) Leaders who fear their followers are not leaders.

iii) 27 And having responded [aor. dep. ptc.] to Jesus, they said [aor. act. ind.], “We do not know [perf. act. ind.].”

(1) This demonstrates that they were not fit to be the spiritual leaders of God’s nation.

d) And he also was saying [imperf. act. ind.] to them, “Nor am I telling [pres. act. ind.] youpl by what kind of authority I am doing [pres. act. ind.] these things.”
i) He would not give them the ammunition they were looking for because it was not the right time just yet.
3) Summary and applications

a) True faith in God submits to His will as revealed in His Word. To ask something that is contrary to His Word is to ask for something contrary to His will.

b) All wicked men shut the gate of truth, even though they may pretend to be desirous of learning.  Christ did not allow such men to go without a reply for them to think about.
c) Matthew shows us Jesus’ authority in His:

i) Teaching—Matthew 7:29
ii) Forgiving sins—Matthew 9:6, 8
iii) Authorizing his disciples to cast out demons and heal diseases—Matthew 10:1

iv) Cleanse His temple—Matthew 21:12-13

d) Jesus possesses this authority because:

i) He is the Son of Man—John 5:27

ii) The Father gave it to Him to give eternal life to those whom the Father has given to the Son—John 17:2

iii) He died and rose again—Romans 14:9; Matthew 28:18
Matthew 21:28-46
Jesus illustrates this authority with two parables
Introduction: We will look at only the first 2 of these three parables. The third one will be addressed next time, DV.

1) The parable of the two sons (rejecting God’s servant John; genuine obedience)—Mathew 21:28-32

a) 28 “But what seems right [pres. act. ind.] to youpl?
i) A man had [imperf. act. ind.] two children, and having approached [aor. act. ptc.] the first, he said [aor. act. ind.], ‘Child, go [pres. act. impv.], work [pres. dep. impv.] in the vineyard today.’  29 But having responded [aor. dep. ptc.], he said [aor. act. ind.], ‘I am not willing [pres. act. ind.],’ but afterward, having regretted [aor. dep. ptc.], he went [aor. act. ind.].

ii) 30 And having approached [aor. act. ptc.] the second, he spoke [aor. act. ind.] similarly.  And having responded [aor. dep. ptc.], he said [aor. act. ind.], ‘I, sir,’ and he did not go [aor. act. ind.].

iii) 31 Which of the two did [aor. act. ind.] the will of the father?”
(1) They said [pres. act. ind.] to him, “The first.”
b) Jesus said [pres. act. ind.] to them, “Certainly I am saying [pres. act. ind.] to youpl, that the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going before [pres. act. ind.] youpl into the kingdom of God, 32 because John came [aor. act. ind.] to youpl in the way of righteousness and youpl did not trust [aor. act. ind.] him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes trusted [aor. act. ind.] him.  And youpl, when youpl saw it [aor. act. ptc.], did not regret [aor. dep. ind.] afterwards to trust [aor. act. inf.] him.
i) By pointing out their sin, Jesus demonstrates grace toward them.  If they would repent, they could enter the kingdom following after the tax collectors and prostitutes.

ii) Godly sorrows leads to repentance, but sorrow alone is not repentance.

2) The parable of the wicked tenants (rejecting God’s Son)—Matthew 21:33-46

a) 33 Listen to [aor. act. impv.] a similar parable.
b) The situation—21:33-39
i) The best preparation—There was a man who was [imperf. act. ind.] the master of a house who planted [aor. act. ind.] a vineyard and placed [aor. act. ind.] a fence around it and dug a winepress [aor. act. ind.] in it and built [aor. act. ind.] a tower and leased it [aor. mid. ind.] to tenants and went on a journey [aor. act. ind.].

ii) The wicked responses

(1) 34 When the season for fruit drew near [aor. act. ind.], he sent forth [aor. act. ind.] his bondservants to the tenants to receive [aor. act. inf.] his fruit.  35 And after the tenants took [aor. act. ptc.] his bondservants they beat [aor. act. ind.] one, killed [aor. act. ind.] another and stoned [aor. pass. ind.] another.

(2) 36 Again he sent forth [aor. act. ind.] other bondservants, more than the first, and they did [aor. act. ind.] similarly to them.

(3) 37 Lastly he sent forth [aor. act. ind.] his son to them, saying [pres. act. ptc.], ‘They will respect [fut. pass. ind.] my son.’  38 But when the tenants saw [aor. act. ptc.] the son, they said [aor. act. ind.] among themselves, ‘This one is [pres. act. ind.] the heir.  Come on [pres. act. impv.]! Let us kill [pres. act. subj.] him and hold on to [aor. act. subj.] his inheritance.’  39 And having took [aor. act. ptc.] him, they threw [aor. act. ind.] him outside of the vineyard and killed him [aor. act. ind.].

(a) Their expectation was that the owner would give up all claims to his vineyard.

c) The question by Jesus—40 Therefore, when the master of the vineyard comes [aor. act. subj.], what should he do [fut. act. ind.] to those tenants?”
d) Their answer to Jesus—41 They said [pres. act. ind.] to him, “He will severely destroy [fut. act. ind.] the wicked ones themselves, and he will lease [fut. dep. ind.] the vineyard to other tenants who will give back [fut. act. ind.] to him the fruit in their seasons.”
e) The application by Jesus
i) 42 Jesus said [pres. act. ind.] to them, “Have youpl never read [aor. act. ind.] in the Scriptures, ‘The stone which the builders [pres. act. ptc.] rejected [aor. act. ind.] this has become [aor. dep. ind.] the head of the corner; this came about [aor. dep. ind.] from the Lord and it is [pres. act. ind.] marvelous in our eyes’?
(1) Quote from Psalm 118:22
(2) The word for “reject” is to reject after careful scrutiny; to consider unacceptable.

(3) These experts in building God’s physical temple had rejected the Corner-stone chosen by God for His own house. But God has the last word and sets aside the building experts and puts His Son as the Head of the corner.

(4) The early church used this same imagery: see Acts 4:10-12; 1st Peter 2:6-8; Ephesians 2:19-20

ii) 43 Therefore I am saying [pres. act. ind.] to youpl,
(1) that the kingdom of God will be taken away [fut. pass. ind.] from youpl and will be given [fut. pass. ind.] to a people who are producing [pres. act. ptc.] its fruits.
(a) Two interpretations:

(i) Taken from Israel and given to the predominantly gentile church

(ii) Taken from Israel of the 1st century and given to a later generation of Israel

(2) 44 And the one who falls [aor. act. ptc.] upon this stone will be shattered [fut. pass. ind.], and on whomever it may fall [aor. act. subj.], it will crush [fut. act. ind.] him.”

(a) The rabbis interpreted the stone of Daniel 2:44-45 as the Messiah.  So do we.

(b) Two possible responses to the Stone:

(i) He will break those who come to Him in repentance.

(ii) He will crush in judgment those who reject Him—2nd coming
f) The leaders’ response to Jesus—45 And when the chief priests and the Pharisees heard [aor. act. ptc.] his parables, they understood [aor. act. ind.] that he was speaking [pres. act. ind.] concerning them.  46 And while they were seeking [pres. act. ptc.] to arrest [aor. act. inf.] him, they feared [aor. dep. ind.] the crowds because they were holding [imperf. act. ind.] him as a prophet.
3) Summary and applications

a) There is no sin so great that, if it is repented of, will keep a person from God’s presence.

b) There is no claim to righteousness, unless it is repented of, that will qualify a person for God’s presence.
Matthew 22:1-14

Tuesday’s three parables continued

The parable of the wedding feast (rejection of God’s gracious invitation)

1) The gracious royal invitation—22:1-6

a) 1 And having responded [aor. dep. ptc.], Jesus again spoke [aor. act. ind.] in parables to them, saying [pres. act. ptc.],

b) The first invitation
i) 2 “The kingdom of heaven is compared [aor. pass. ind.] to a man, a king,
ii) who made [aor. act. ind.] wedding celebrations for his son,

(1) The King’s purpose is to honor His Son.

iii) 3 and sent forth [aor. act. ind.] his bondservants to call [aor. act. inf.] those who were called (invited) [perf. pass. ptc.] to the wedding celebrations,
(1) and they were not willing [imperf. act. ind.] to come [aor. act. inf.].

(2) Jesus’ hearers would have responded with nothing less than, “This is inconceivable for someone to reject the King’s invitation.  Who would do such a thing?”

(3) Clearly a reference to the nation of Israel and their unwillingness to believe.

c) The second invitation

i) 4 Again he sent forth [aor. act. ind.] other bondservants, saying [pres. act. ptc.], ‘Say [aor. act. impv.] to the called ones [perf. pass. ptc.], “Behold [aor. act. impv.], I have prepared [aor. act. ind.] my meal, my oxen and my fattened calves have been slaughtered [perf. pass. ptc.], and everything is prepared.  Come [pres. act. impv.] to the wedding celebrations.”

(1) 5 But having paid no attention [aor. act. ptc.], they departed [aor. act. ind.], one to his own farm and another to his business,

(a) Granted, a wedding celebration could last up to a week or more.  But this was an invitation to celebrate with the King and His Son!  Have they no regard for the King?

(2) 6 and the rest, having seized [aor. act. ptc.] his bondslaves, mistreated [aor. act. ind.] them and killed them [aor. act. ind.].

(a) To mistreat the King’s servants was treason, a declaration of revolt.  These were the King’s bondservants!  Have they only contempt for the King?  
2) The king’s response—22:7-10

a) Three fold action

i) 7 And having heard [aor. act. ptc.], that king became angry [aor. pass. ind.],

ii) and having sent [aor. act. ptc.] his troops, he destroyed [aor. act. ind.] those murderers, and set their city on fire [aor. act. ind.].
(1) The Roman general Titus killed over 1 million Jews when he conquered Jerusalem.  A reference to the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD?
b) 8 Then he said [pres. act. ind.] to his bondslaves,
i) ‘On the one hand, the wedding celebration is [pres. act. ind.] prepared,

ii) but on the other hand the called ones [perf. pass. ptc.] were [imperf. act. ind.] not worthy.

(1) The King states that those who have deliberately rejected His gracious offer are not worthy.  The invitation that had been granted to them had not been based on their worth.
iii) 9 Therefore,
(1) go [pres. dep. impv.] into the outlets of roads,
(a) Where the city streets meet the country roads.
(2)  and as many as you may find [aor. act. subj.], call [aor. act. impv.] to the wedding celebrations.’
(a) Thus those who were not part of the city are now invited.

iv) Time to replace those who had repeatedly refused the King’s gracious invitation.
c) 10 And having gone out [aor. act. ptc.] into the roads,
i) those bondservants gathered [aor. act. ind.] all whom they found [aor. act. ind.], both evil and good,
ii) and the wedding hall was filled [aor. pass. ind.] with guests [pres. dep. ptc.].

(1) People like the tax collectors and the prostitutes as well as Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea, and Gentiles?
3) The king’s observation and judgment—22:11-14

a) 11 But the king, having entered [aor. act. ptc.] to observe [aor. dep. inf.] the guests [pres. dep. ptc.], perceived [aor. act. ind.] a man there who was not clothed [perf. mid. ptc.] in wedding clothes.

i) The king provides the means of entrance (wedding clothing) for the guests, especially for those who just came off the streets!  One cannot intrude on the King’s celebrations on your own terms.  You must come as the King demands and provides.
b) 12 And he said [pres. act. ind.] to him, ‘Friend, how did you enter into [aor. act. ind.] here without having [pres. act. ptc.] wedding clothes?’
i) And he was silenced [aor. pass. ind.].

(1) He knew what was expected of him and had no excuse.  This expresses his defiance and disloyalty toward the king.
c) 13 Then the king said [aor. act. ind.] to the servants,
i) ‘Having bound [aor. act. ptc.] his feet and hands,
(1) take him away [aor. act. impv.]
(2) and throw [aor. act. impv.] him into the outer darkness.
ii) In that place there will be [fut. dep. ind.] weeping and grinding of teeth,’

(1) 14 because many are [pres. act. ind.] called ones (invited ones), but few are elect ones.

(a) Election is not arbitrary.  It is rooted in the wisdom of God.

iii) This shows us judgment is expected before the kingdom begins.

4) Summary and applications

a) Marvel at the King’s gracious, multiple invitations to the celebration.
b) Humble ourselves to accept His gracious provision of the means of entrance to the celebration.

c) Fear the King’s authority to punish and judge those unwilling to come to the celebration.
i) Some are distracted and some are violently opposed, but all are still unwilling.

Matthew 22:15-46

1) 15 At that time the Pharisees,—22:15-22  Malicious entrapment concerning taxes
a) having left [aor. dep. ptc.], took counsel [aor. act. ind.] so that they might entrap [aor. act. subj.] him in a word.

b) 16 And they sent forth [pres. act. ind.] their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying [pres. act. ptc.],

· The Pharisees resented Roman occupation, especially the poll-tax.  The Herodians supported Roman occupation.  By joining forces against Jesus, they assumed they could catch Jesus saying something they could use against Him before either the people or King Herod.

i) “Teacher, we know [perf. act. ind.] that…
· Beware of flattery, designed to encourage a bold statement from the one flattered

(1) you are [pres. act. ind.] truthful and
(2) are teaching [pres. act. ind.] the way of God in truth,

(3) and you are not interested [pres. act. ind.] concerning anyone because you do not look [pres. act. ind.] at the face of people.

ii) 17 Tell us [aor. act. impv.], therefore, what do you suppose [pres. act. ind.]?  Is it lawful [pres. act. ind.] to give [aor. act. inf.] poll-tax to Caesar, or not?”
(1) Remember the Herodians were in favor of the taxes.  They chose the smallest of the Roman taxes.
(2) Notice also they made it sound like paying taxes was voluntary.  NB well their use of “give” and Jesus’ use of the stronger “give back what is due” in 22:21

(3) They wanted a yes or no answer.  Jesus doesn’t fall for their trap.

c) 18 But knowing [aor. act. ptc.] their maliciousness, Jesus said [aor. act. ind.], “Why are you testing [pres. act. ind.] me, hypocrites?  19 Show [aor. act. impv.] me the coin for the poll-tax.”  And they brought [aor. act. ind.] to him a denarius.

i) 20 And he said [pres. act. ind.] to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?”
ii) 21 They said [pres. act. ind.], “Caesar’s.”

iii) Then he said [pres. act. ind.] to them, “Therefore give back [aor. act. impv.] to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.”
(1) Jesus answers them with a clear command to honor the appropriate authority with the proper image (coins with Caesar’s image to Caesar, human soul & conscience with God’s image to God)
(2) This is a foundational verse to the distinction between church and state.

d) Two-fold response

i) 22 And having heard [aor. act. ptc.], they marveled [aor. act. ind.],

ii) and having left [aor. act. ptc.] him, they departed.

iii) See Luke 20:26

2) 23 In that day the Sadducees, who say [pres. act. ptc.] there is [pres. act. inf.] no resurrection,—22:23-33 Life after death question
a) approached [aor. act. ind.] him and questioned [aor. act. ind.] him, 24 saying [pres. act. ptc.],

· The Sadducees believed the practice of levirate marriage ruled out resurrection.
i) “Teacher, Moses said [aor. act. ind.], ‘If a man dies [aor. act. subj.—3rd class condition—probability] having [pres. act. ptc.] no children,
(1) his brother must marry [fut. act. ind.] his wife and
(2) raise up [fut. act. ind.] offspring for his brother.’

(3) See Deuteronomy 25:5

ii) 25 Now, there were [imperf. act. ind.] seven brothers among us, and the first, after marrying [aor. act. ptc.], came to an end [aor. act. ind.], and having [pres. act. ptc.] no offspring he left [aor. act. ind.] his wife to his brother.  26 Similarly also the second and the third, down to the seventh.  27 And last of all, the woman died [aor. act. ind.] also.

iii) 28 In the resurrection, therefore, of the seven, whose wife will she be [fut. dep. ind.], because they all had [aor. act. ind.] her?
b) 29 Now, having responded [aor. dep. ptc.], Jesus said [aor. act. ind.] to them, “Youpl are deceived [pres. pass. ind.], not knowing [perf. act. ptc.] the Scriptures or the power of God, 30 because in the resurrection they neither marry [pres. act. ind.] nor are given in marriage [pres. pass. ind.], but are [pres. act. ind.] like angels of God in heaven.

i) 31 And concerning the resurrection of the dead, have you not read [aor. act. ind.] what was said [aor. pass. ind.] to youpl by God, saying [pres. act. ptc.]: 32 ‘I am [pres. act. ind.] the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’ [Exodus 3:6]?  God is [pres. act. ind.] not the God of dead ones but of living ones [pres. act. ptc.].”

(1) NB the verb tenses: “I am…”, not “I was…”.  This also tells us Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are still very much alive (contrary to the Sadducees’ “no resurrection” theory).
(a) This is part of what we mean when we speak of verbal (the words, nor just the thoughts), plenary (all of the words, not just some) inspiration.

(2) NB that a ongoing covenant made by God with people must of necessity mean both parties having a continuing existence so that the promises can be literally fulfilled.

(a) This is a demonstration of the power of God, of which the Sadducees were ignorant.

c) The response—33 And having heard [aor. act. ptc.], the crowds were astonished [imperf. pass. ind.] because of his teaching.

i) See also Luke 22:40—they did not dare to ask him any further questions
3) 34 Now, when the Pharisees heard [aor. act. ptc.] that he silenced [aor. act. ind.—muzzled] the Sadducees, they gathered together [aor. pass. ind.] at the same place.—22:34-46  Authority of God’s Word
a) Jesus responds to a legitimate question—35 And one of them, a Law-expert, asked [aor. act. ind.] him a question, testing [pres. act. ptc.] him, and saying [pres. act. ptc.], 36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?”

· Remember that the scholars had decided there were 248 positive commands (as many as the parts of the human body) and 365 negatives commands (as many as the days in the year, totaling 613 commands (the number of letters in the 10 commandments).  These 613 command were further divided into light and heavy commands.

· They also argued over which of the 10 commandments was greatest, some favoring the third “Don’t take God’s name in vain.”
i) 37 And Jesus said [imperf. act. ind.] to him, “You will love [fut. act. ind.] the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. [Deuteronomy 6:5]  38 This is [pres. act. ind.] the first and great commandment.

(1) 39 And a second is like it, ‘You will love [fut. act. ind.] your neighbor as yourself [Leviticus 19:18].’  40 On these two commandments the whole Law and the Prophets are hanging [pres. pass. ind.].”

ii) Mark 12:34 shows us the questioner who was not far from God’s kingdom even though his cronies put him up to this test of Jesus

b) Jesus takes the initiative and asks them a question—41 Now while the Pharisees were gathered together [perf. pass. ptc.], Jesus asked [aor. act. ind.] them 42 saying [pres. act. ptc.], “What do youpl suppose [pres. act. ind.] concerning the Christ?  Whose son is [pres. act. ind.] he?”

i) They said [pres. act. ind.] to him, “David’s.”

ii) 43 He said [pres. act. ind.] to them, “How therefore does David, in the Spirit, call [pres. act. ind.] him ‘Lord,’ saying [pres. act. ptc.], 44 ‘The Lord said [aor. act. inc.] to my Lord, “Sit [pres. dep. impv.] at my right hand, until I make [aor. act. subj.] your enemies a footstool of your feet [Psalm 110:1]”’?  45 Therefore, if David calls [pres. act. ind.] him ‘Lord,’ how is [pres. act. ind.] he his son?”

(1) Messiah is both God (Lord) and man (son)

c) Response

i) 46 And no one was able [imperf. dep. ind.] to respond [aor. dep. inf.] to him a word,
(1) Yet the crowds enjoying listening to Him—Mark 12:37
ii) nor did anyone from that day dare [aor. act. ind.] to question [aor. act. inf.] him any more.

4) Summary and applications

a) Focus on Christ’s wisdom demonstrated in skillfully handling both people and the Scriptures.

i) He knows the individuals who are hypocrites who will not enter the kingdom of God.

ii) He knows the individuals who are ignorant of His Word and His power who will not enter the kingdom of God.

iii) He knows the individuals who are close to the kingdom of God.

iv) He knows the individuals who will inherit the kingdom of God.

b) Focus on Christ being both God and man.

Matthew 23:1-12
Later on Tuesday of the Passion Week

March 31, 33 AD

Introduction: This is the last public teaching by Jesus.  Previously the leaders had officially rejected Jesus as their king.  Now, their King officially rejects them!  We will look at the first part of this chapter today, and the final part next time, DV.
1) 1 Then Jesus said [aor. act. ind.] to the crowds and to his disciples, 2 saying [pres. act. ptc.],

2) “The scholars and the Pharisees sit [aor. act. ind.] on Moses’ seat.

· Some see this as a condemnation, but that doesn’t explain the “therefore” in v. 3.

a) Commands—3 Therefore, be observing [pres. act. impv.] and doing [pres. act. impv.] all the things they tell [aor. act. subj.] youpl to observe [pres. act. inf.],

i) Because they have the position of teaching authority, even if they corrupt it.

ii) Even though these leaders have twisted the teaching of God’s Word to their own benefit, do not throw away the Word as a result of an immature reaction.  The emotion of having watched Jesus defeat the leaders publicly cannot be allowed to dictate one’s future behavior.

b) Caution—but do not do [pres. act. impv.] according to their works,
i) Lack of consistency—because they say [pres. act. ind.] and do not do [pres. act. ind.].

(1) They don’t do these things because they can’t do them!

ii) Lack of sympathy—4 They bind [pres. act. ind.] heavy burdens, hard to bear, and place [pres. act. ind.] them upon people’s shoulders,
(1) but they are not willing [pres. act. ind.] to move [aor. act. inf.] them with their finger.

(2) They bundle several individual commands into unbearable burdens which they themselves are unwilling to assist others in obeying.

iii) Lack of humility—5 But they do [pres. act. ind.] all their works to be looked at [aor. pass. inf.] by people.
· Vain people are ingenious in concealing their vice under some cloak of virtue.

(1) And they broaden [pres. act. ind.] their phylacteries,

(a) These were small cases containing pieces of parchment on which were written Exodus 13:3-17; Deuteronomy 6:4-9; 11:13-21, fastened to the left wrist and the forehead in applying Exodus 13:16.
(i) In addition to wearing the conspicuous headband, the Sadducees wore them on their left hand, the Pharisees on the upper left arm near the heart.

(b) First mentioned about 400 BC, these became little more than lucky amulets.

(2) and they enlarge [pres. act. ind.] the tassels of their garments,

(a) See Numbers 15:38-41 and Deuteronomy 22:12.

(b) Remember that Jesus wore these on His garment—Matthew 9:20

(c) We condemn certain religions for their robes, but don’t we often do something similar with suits.

(3) 6 and they love [pres. act. ind.]…

(a) the place of honor at feasts
(b) and the seats of honor in the synagogues,

(c) 7 and the greetings in the marketplaces
(d) and to be called [pres. pass. inf.] by the people, ‘Rabbi, Rabbi.’

(i) Meaning “my master” from “oh great one,” emphasizing the alleged superiority of the person addressed.
3) 8 But youpl…
i) should not be called [aor. pass. subj.] ‘Rabbi,’ The issue of equality
(1) because One is [pres. act. ind.] yourpl teacher-guide, the Christ, and youpl are [pres. act. ind.] all brothers.
(2) Jesus condemns the desire to be recognized as distinct from other believers.

ii) 9 And youpl should not call [aor. act. subj.] anyone on earth, ‘Father,’ The issue of authority
(1) because One is yourpl father, the One in heaven.

(2) Jesus condemns the desire to recognize certain believers as distinct from other believers.

iii) 10 Neither should youpl be called [aor. pass. subj.] ‘teacher-guides,’ The issue of dependence
(1) because One is yourpl Teacher-guide, the Christ.
(a) But there are still those whom God places as rulers in the congregation—Hebrews 13:7, 17, 24.

b) 11 But the greater of youpl shall be [fut. dep. ind.] yourpl servant.
i) 12 And whoever will exalt [fut. act. ind.] himself will be humbled [fut. pass. ind.],

(1) Jesus condemns those who seek human notice and praise.
ii) and whoever will humble [fut. act. ind.] himself will be exalted [fut. pass. ind].
(1) The highest honor is not position, influence, or achievement, but rather service.

4) Summary and applications
a) Let us praise God we are equals before the cross and before God.
b) Let us praise God we are beneath His authority by His grace and for His glory.

c) Let us praise God we are dependent on Him alone, and not ourselves.

d) Andrew Bonar once said he knew a Christian was maturing spiritually when he talked more about God than about himself.

Matthew 23:13-36

Later on Tuesday of the Passion Week

March 31, 33 AD

1) The eight woes are pronounced—23:13-33
a) Enemies of the kingdom—23:13-15
i) 13 Woe to youpl, scholars and Pharisees, hypocrites,

(1) because you are shutting [pres. act. ind.] the kingdom of heaven in the presence of the people,

(a) because youpl are not entering in [pres. dep. ind.] yourselves
(b) nor do youpl allow [pres. act. ind.] those who are entering in [pres. dep. ptc.] to enter in [aor. act. inf.].

(2) NB, the Pharisees shut the door from the outside to prevent others from entering.

ii) 14 Woe to youpl, scholars and Pharisees, hypocrites,

(1) because youpl devour [pres. act. ind.] widows’ houses and
(2) for a pretense youpl are making long prayers [pres. dep. ptc.].

(3) Because of this youpl will receive [fut. dep. ind.] greater judgment.

(4) NB they wanted people to focus on themselves rather than on God.

iii) 15 Woe to youpl, scholars and Pharisees, hypocrites,

(1) because youpl travel around [pres. act. ind.] on the sea and the dry land to make [aor. act. inf.] one proselyte,

(2) and when he becomes [aor. dep. subj.] one, youpl make [pres. act. ind.] him twice as much a son of hell as yourselves.

(3) NB, the proselytes are proselytes to Phariseeism and not to God

b) Enemies of law—23:16-24
i) 16 Woe to youpl, blind guides, who say [pres. act. ptc.],

(1) ‘If anyone should take an oath [aor. act. subj.] by the temple sanctuary, it is [pres. act. ind.] nothing; but whoever should take an oath [aor. act. subj.] by the gold of the temple sanctuary, he is obligated [pres. act. ind.].’

(a) 17 Foolish and blind ones, because which is [pres. act. ind.] greater, the gold or the temple sanctuary that sanctifies [pres. act. ptc.] the gold?

(i) The Pharisees considered the gold of the oath to be surety for a creditor

(2) 18 And, ‘If anyone should take an oath [aor. act. subj.] by the altar, it is [pres. act. ind.] nothing; but if anyone should take an oath [aor. act. subj.] by the gift that is on it, he is obligated [pres. act. ind.].’

(a) 19 Foolish and blind ones, because which is greater, the gift or the altar that sanctifies [pres. act. ptc.] the gift?

(3) 20 Therefore,

(a) the one taking an oath [aor. act. ptc.] by the altar takes an oath [pres. act. ind.] by it and by everything on it.

(b) 21 And the one taking an oath [aor. act. ptc.] by the temple sanctuary takes an oath [pres. act. ind.] by it and by Him who dwells [aor. act. ptc.] in it.

(c) 22 And the one taking an oath [aor. act. ptc.] by heaven takes an oath [pres. act. ind.] by the throne of God and by Him who sits [pres. dep. ptc.] on it.

ii) 23 Woe to youpl, scholars and Pharisees, hypocrites,

(1) because youpl
(a) are giving one-tenth [pres. act. ind.] of the mint, and the dill, and the cumin,

(b) and have set aside [aor. act. ind.] the heavier matters of the law: the justice, and the mercy, and the faithfulness.

(i) Compare with Micah 6:8

(2) These things you were continually obligated [imperf. act. ind.] to do [aor. act. inf.], without setting aside [pres. act. inf.] the others.

(3) 24 Blind guides who filter out [pres. act. ptc.] the gnat and swallow [pres. act. ptc.] the camel.
(a) From the Pharisee practice of filtering/straining the smallest of unclean bugs out of their wine through a cloth.  Camels were considered largest unclean animals.

c) Enemies of true purity—23:25-28
i) 25 Woe to youpl, scholars and Pharisees, hypocrites,

(1) because youpl clean [pres. act. ind.] the outside of the cup and the plate, but inside they are full [pres. act. ind.] from plundering and unrighteousness.

(2) 26 Blind Pharisee!  First cleanse [aor. act. impv.] the inside of the cup and the plate in order that the outside of them may also become [aor. dep. subj.] clean.

(3) NB, cleanse the heart first and the outside will take care of itself.

ii) 27 Woe to youpl, scholars and Pharisees, hypocrites,

(1) because youpl are similar to [pres. act. ind.] whitewashed tombs,

(a) which on the one hand outwardly appear [pres. mid. ind.] beautiful,

(b) but on the other hand inwardly they are full [pres. act. ind.] of bones of dead ones and every uncleanness.

(i) Before Passover it was customary to whitewash the graves so that people unfamiliar with the area and priests would not be unintentionally defiled.

(2) 28 In the same way also youpl …
(a) on the one hand appear [pres. pass. ind.] outwardly righteous to people,

(i) Perhaps a reference to their ceremonial baths.

(b) but on the other hand inwardly youpl are [pres. act. ind.] completely full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.

(3) NB, they defile those they come in contact with!

d) Enemies of the prophets—23:29-33
i) 29 Woe to youpl, scholars and Pharisees, hypocrites,

(1) because youpl…

(a) are building [pres. act. ind.] the tombs of the prophets and
(b) are adorning [pres. act. ind.] the memorials of the righteous ones,

(c) 30 and are saying [pres. act. ind.], ‘If we had been [imperf. act. ind.] in the days of our fathers, we would not have been [imperf. act. ind.] their partners in the blood of the prophets.’

(2) 31 So then,

(a) youpl are testifying against [pres. act. ind.] yourselves that youpl are [pres. act. ind.] sons of those who murdered [aor. act. ptc.] the prophets.

(b) 32 And youpl, complete [aor. act. impv.] the measure of your fathers!

(i) Do with your hands what you desire to do with your hearts!

(ii) God will only tolerate so much sin before He responds with wrath.

ii) 33 Serpents, offspring of vipers!  How may youpl escape [aor. act. subj.] from the sentence of hell?

(1) Deceitful and deadly to those who come in contact with them.

2) The eight woes are explained—23:34-36
a) 34 Because of this, behold [aor. act. impv.],

· In response to you and your evil hearts

i) I am sending forth [pres. act. ind.] to youpl…
· NB the claim to deity, for only God can send forth prophets

· NB also the abundant grace of God to send these three groups, not just one
(1) prophets and
(a) See Acts 11:27; 13:1; 15:32 (Judas and Silas); 21:9 (Philip’s daughters); 21:10 (Agabus); 1st Corinthians 12:28, 29; 14:29, 32, 37; Ephesians 2:20; 3:5; 4:11; 1st Thessalonians 2:15; 5:20; 1st Timothy 4:14
(2) wise men and
(3) scholars,

ii) and…

(1) some of them youpl will kill [fut. act. ind.] and crucify [fut. act. ind.],

(a) See partial fulfillment in 1st Thessalonians 2:15

(2) and some of them youpl will scourge [fut. act. ind.] in yourpl synagogues and pursue [fut. act. ind.] from city to city,

(a) See partial fulfillment in Acts 8:1; 1st Thessalonians 2:15

iii) 35 so that upon youpl may come [aor. act. subj.] all the righteous blood being shed [pres. pass. ptc.] upon the earth,

(1) from the blood of Abel, the righteous,

(2) until the blood of Zechariah the son of Barachiah, whom youpl murdered [aor. act. ind.] between the temple sanctuary and the altar.

(3) NB these were the first and last recorded murders in the Hebrew OT

b) 36 Certainly I am saying [pres. act. ind.] to youpl, that all of these things will come [fut. act. ind.] upon this generation.
i) Not just upon the scribes and Pharisees because all the nation was guilty before God.

ii) All hope for Israel’s turning to God in repentance is gone.

3) Summary and applications

a) God’s grace and mercy are not offered forever to His enemies.  There is a limit.

b) God never condemns unjustly.  There is a reason.
c) God limits this condemnation to that particular generation.  There is hope for you.

Matthew 23:37-39

Introduction:  Remember that this demonstration of compassion follows His pronouncing of woes on the scholars and Pharisees.  Jesus had said a nearly identical thing 3 months earlier (Luke 13:34-35).  He had also talked of similar things 2 days earlier (Luke 19:41-44).
1) Jesus identifies Jerusalem—23:37a  Jerusalem, Jerusalem,
a) the one killing [pres. act. ptc.] the prophets and
b) stoning [pres. act. ptc.] the ones sent forth [perf. pass. ptc.] to her!
c) Ironically Jerusalem means “city of peace.”
2) Jesus indicts Jerusalem—23:37b  How often I desired [aor. act. ind.] to gather together [aor. act. inf.] your children as a hen gathers together [pres. act. ind.] her chicks under her wings, and youpl did not desire [aor. act. ind.] it.
a) How often I desired—Jesus demonstrates a repeated, tender readiness to welcome Israel to Himself.

i) Jesus made frequent visits to Jerusalem.
ii) A reference to a general call.

b) But you did not desire it—Jesus demonstrates the responsibility of Israel to turn to Him.

i) God desires to gather all, so that all who do not come may be inexcusable.

ii) Remember the words of John 1:11—he came to his own, and his own people did not receive him

(1) Compare John 5:40—unwillingness to come

iii) They did not turn from Him because of determinism or fate, but because of their own unwillingness.  When a person rejects Christ, it is never God’s desire or God’s fault but always his own.
3) Jesus informs Jerusalem—23:38-39  38 Behold [aor. act. impv.],

a) Concerning judgment—yourpl house is being left [pres. pass. ind.] to youpl desolate (abandoned, forsaken),
· A clear reference to the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70.

· If a reference to the temple, then it is no longer “My house,” (5:35; 17:25-26; 21:12-16) but “yourpl house.”

· Perhaps a reference to the royal house of David?

· Over 1 million were killed and over 100,000 were carried away captive.
i) 39 because I say [pres. act. ind.] to youpl, youpl will not in any way see [aor. act. subj.] me from now on,
(1) This is the end of Jesus’ public ministry to Israel, 2-3 days before His death.
b) Concerning hope—until (not “unless”) you say [aor. act. subj.], “Blessed [perf. pass. ptc.] is the One coming [pres. dep. ptc.] in the name of the Lord.” [quote from Psalm 118:26]

i) This prepares His disciples for His next teaching to them in chapters 24-25.

(1) Israel will one day recognize Jesus as the one “having been blessed”.

ii) This indicates that His rejection of Israel is not permanent or eternal.

(1) If the first aspect was fulfilled literally, so will the second.

(2) Listen to the words of Romans 11:11-32.
2) Summary and applications

a) These are words of compassion—“How often I desired to gather together”

b) These are words of judgment—“but you did not desire it, house left desolate, not see Me”
c) These are words of hope—“until…”
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