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Matthew 17:1-8
The Transfiguration
1) The when?—And after six days …

a) Within a one-week period of time, the disciples heard Peter’s confession of Christ’s identity, the first prophecy of Christ’s church, the first prophecy of Christ’s death and resurrection, the first prophecy of Christ’s second coming.
2) The who?—Jesus took along [pres. act. ind.] Peter and Jacob/James and John his brother, and …

a) His inner circle
3) The where?—brought them up [pres. act. ind.] onto a high mountain privately;

a) They went up the mountain to pray—Luke 9:28

4) The what?—2 and he was transfigured [aor. pass. ind.] in front of them,

a) and his face shone [aor. act. ind.] like the sun …

b) and his clothes became [aor. dep. ind.] white as the light.

i) Luke records His clothes flashing like lightening—Luke 9:29

ii) Jesus’ body apparently glowed with such glory that even His clothes were “ignited” by His radiance.

c) 3 And behold [aor. act. impv.], Moses and Elijah appeared [aor. pass. ind.] to them, talking with [pres. act. ptc.] him.

i) What did they talk about?  Luke records that they discussed Jesus’ departure (lit. “exodus”) in Jerusalem—Luke 9:31

(1) Moses had experienced death, Elijah had not.  Both men had experience God’s presence on Mt. Sinai (Exodus 24:15-16; 1st Kings 19:8).
(2) Remember that Moses had not been allowed to see God’s glory on Mt. Sinai, but now God graciously gives him a better view.

ii) Jesus was no doubt encouraged by these men regarding His impending death He had just revealed to the disciples.

5) The responses—17:4-8

a) By Peter—4 And having responded [aor. dep. ptc.], Peter said [aor. act. ind.] to Jesus, “Lord, it is [pres. ind.] good for us to be [pres. inf.] in this place; if you desire [pres. act. ind.], let us make [aor. act. subj.] three tents in this place: one for you, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”

i) Remember that Peter, James, and John had been sleeping—Luke 9:32.  Thus, I think this event took place at night.  Imagine the contrast between the dark of night and the flashing glory of Christ!

ii) Remember that Peter makes this statement based on extreme fear—Mark 9:6

iii) Remember also that Peter recognizes that Moses and Elijah were beginning to leave Jesus—Luke 9:33.

iv) Is it possible that these tents Peter wants to build are part of his plan not to go to Jerusalem and see Jesus suffer and die? Or is it better to see this as a well-intentioned man who wants to commemorate the Jesus’ exodus here on this mountain, just as the Jews commemorate the Exodus from Egypt with the Feast of Tents/Tabernacles/Booths?
b) By God the Father—5 While he was still speaking [pres. act. ptc.], behold [aor. act. impv.], a radiant cloud overshadowed [aor. act. ind.] them and, behold [aor. act. impv.], a voice out of the cloud saying [pres. act. ptc.], “This one is [pres. ind.] my Son, the beloved, in whom I take delight [aor. act. ind.].  Keep on listening [pres. act. impv.] to him!”

i) Remember the similar words at Jesus’ immersion—Matthew 3:17

ii) The Father identifies Jesus’ relationship of divine nature (My Son), divine love (the beloved), divine pleasure (in whom I take delight), and divine authority (keep on listening to Him).
iii) Keep on listening to Christ alone, not Moses and Elijah.  If Jesus says He needs to go to Jerusalem and suffer and be killed and be raised again the third day—then listen to Him!
c) By the disciples—6 And having heard [aor. act. ptc.], the disciples fell [aor. act. ind.] on their faces and were extremely frightened [aor. dep. ind.].

i) This is worship!

d) By Jesus—7 And having approached [aor. act. ptc.], Jesus touched [aor. dep. ind.] them, and said [aor. act. ind.], “Get up [aor. pass. impv.], and stop being afraid [pres. dep. impv.].”

i) What compassion and tenderness.

e) 8 Now, having lifted up [aor. act. ptc.] their eyes, they saw [aor. act. ind.] no one except Jesus only.
6) Summary and applications

a) Christ will reign in the kingdom in the splendor of His glorious majesty.  This was just a preview.  This transfiguration was an encouragement to Him that the Father’s plan includes not just suffering, death and resurrection but also glorification.
i) Just as the Father spoke to Jesus at His immersion before His Satanic temptation in the wilderness, so now He speaks to encourage His once again.

ii) The Words of the Father are sufficient.

b) As great as this experience was, Peter says the Word of God is even more sure than this event—2nd Peter 1:16-21
i) The Words of the Father are sufficient.

Matthew 17:9-21
1) Jesus teaches the inner circle about John the Baptist—17:9-13  And as they were coming down [pres. act. ptc.] from the mountain, Jesus commanded [aor. dep. ind.] them, saying [pres. act. ptc.], “Tell [aor. act. subj.] the vision to no one until the Son of Man has risen [aor. act. subj.] from the dead.”

· The point of the command is to keep the crowds from hearing about His transfiguration.

· NB the reference to His death and resurrection.  Mark 9:10 says the disciples were discussing what Jesus meant by the phrase “risen from the dead.”
a) 10 And his disciples questioned [aor. act. ind.] him, saying [pres. act. ptc.], “Why then are the scholars saying [pres. act. ind.] that it is necessary [pres. act. ind.] for Elijah to come [aor. act. inf.] first?”

i) i.e. “If you are indeed the glorious Messiah (and Moses and Elijah) as we have just seen, then what about the teaching we have always heard about Elijah?  Didn’t Jesus come before we saw Elijah?  We thought Elijah should come before Messiah comes.”  “Is our understanding of Malachi 4:5-6 correct that Elijah will come before the Day of the Lord?”

ii) The scholars were right in their interpretation but wrong in their application.

b) 11 Now having responded [aor. dep. ptc.], Jesus said [aor. act. ind.] to them,

i) “On the one hand [men] Elijah is coming [pres. dep. ind.] first and he will restore [fut. act. ind.] all things;

(1) Remember that John had denied that he was the real Elijah (John 1:21)

ii) 12 but on the other hand [de], I am saying [pres. act. ind.] to youpl that Elijah has already come [aor. act. ind.] and they did not fully know [aor. act. ind.] him but they did [aor. act. ind.] with him whatever they desired [aor. act. ind.].
(1) In this way also the Son of Man is about [pres. act. ind.] to suffer [pres. act. inf.] by them.”

(a) Just as John was not recognized and was killed, so too will Jesus.
c) 13 Then the disciples understood [aor. act. ind.] that he spoke [aor. act. ind.] to them concerning John the Baptist.

i) They were able to “put it together” in their minds.

ii) John was indeed Elijah in spirit and had prepared the way for Messiah, see Luke 1:17.  Jesus had already made this connection earlier (Matthew 11:14).
2) Jesus teaches about faith

a) To His generation—17:14-18

i) 14 And when they had come [aor. act. ptc.] to the crowd, a man came [aor. act. ind.] to him, kneeling down [pres. act. ptc.] to him, 15 and saying [pres. act. ptc.], “Lord, be merciful [aor. act. impv.] to my son, because he is an epileptic [pres. dep. ind.] and is suffering [pres. act. ind.] badly; for he often falls [pres. act. ind.] into the fire and often into the water.  16 And I brought [aor. act. ind.] him to your disciples and they were not able [aor. dep. ind.] to cure [aor. act. inf.] him.”

(1) Scholars were present and arguing with Jesus’ disciples—Mark 9:14

(2) The young man, the only son of his father (Luke 9:38), was apparently demon-possessed from a very young age—Mark 9:17

(a) He was no doubt scarred from the burns; unable to speak; experiencing convulsions/seizures; grinding his teeth; foaming at the mouth; etc.

ii) 17 Now having responded [aor. dep. ptc.], Jesus said [aor. act. ind.], “O unbelieving and perverted [perf. pass. ptc.] generation, how long shall I be [fut. ind.] with youpl?  How long shall I put up with [fut. dep. ind.] youpl?  Bring [pres. act. impv.] him here to me.”  18 And Jesus rebuked [aor. act. ind.] it, and the demon came out [aor. act. ind.] from him, and the child was cured [aor. pass. ind.] from that very hour.

(1) The unbelief of the generation was not due to ignorance of the truth, but to perversity of spirit which resulted in a rejection of the truth.
(2) Remember the father asks Jesus to help his unbelief—Mark 9:24

(3) The crowds were amazed at the greatness/majesty of God—Luke 9:43

b) To the other nine disciples—17:19-21
i) 19 Then the disciples, having come [aor. act. ptc.] to Jesus privately, said [aor. act. ind.], “Why were we not able [aor. dep. ind.] to cast it out [aor. act. inf.]?”

(1) Mark records that this took place in a house (Mark 9:28).

ii) 20 And Jesus said [aor. act. ind.] to them, “Because of yourpl unbelief.
· NB that Matthew has already described the “great faith” of the Gentile centurion (8:10) and the Canaanite woman (15:28).
· Remember that Jesus has already addressed the littleness of their faith: Matthew 6:30; 8:26; 14:31; 16:8
(1) Because certainly I am saying [pres. act. ind.] to youpl if youpl should have [pres. act. subj.—3rd class condition] faith as a mustard seed, youpl shall say [fut. act. ind.] to this mountain, ‘Move [aor. act. impv.] from here to there,’ and it shall move [fut. dep. ind.], and nothing shall be impossible [fut. act. ind.] for youpl; 21 but this kind does not come out [pres. dep. ind.] except by prayer and fasting.”
(2) Remember that they had been able to cast out demons earlier—Matthew 10:8

(a) Perhaps Jesus’ lack of popularity brought them to diminish their trust in Jesus?

(b) The power is available, but they do not appropriate it because of their little faith.

3) Summary and applications

a) Faith recognizes the need for His mercy—Jesus responds with mercy to the suffering one and his father who are part of an unbelieving and spiritually perverted generation.
i) Has my inability to minister to those who suffer as God commands caused unbelievers to question God’s mercy?

b) Faith has the desire for His glory—Jesus demonstrates the majesty of God by healing the young man.

i) Has my inability to minister powerfully as God commands caused unbelievers to question God’s majesty?

c) Faith depends on God for His enablement—Jesus rebuked the disciples for their little faith.

i) Has my inability to pray as God commands caused unbelievers to question God’s willingness to help?
Matthew 17:22-27
1) Now while they were staying [pres. pass. ptc.] in Galilee…—17:22-23
· According to Mark 9:30 Jesus did this quietly

a) Jesus said [aor. act. ind.] to them, (this is the 2nd distinct prophecy of His death)
i) “The Son of Man is about [pres. act. ind.] to be betrayed [pres. pass. inf.] into the hands of people,
ii) and they will kill [fut. act. in.] him,
iii) and the third day he will be raised up [fut. pass. ind.].”

b) And they were deeply grieved [aor. pass. ind.].

i) The nearer his death approached, the more frequently Christ talked about it with the 12.
ii) Luke records that they were prevented from understanding the meaning of these words (Luke 9:45) so that they not only grieved deeply but also were afraid.

2) And when they had come [aor. act. ptc.] into Capernaum …—17:24-27
· This appears to be Jesus’ last visit to Capernaum, some 6 months before His death

a) those who received [pres. act. ptc.] the double-drachmas came [aor. act. ind.] to Peter
i) and said [aor. act. ind.], “Does not yourpl teacher pay [pres. act. ind.] the double-drachmas?”

(1) There were not tax-collectors for the Romans but servants from the Temple.  It is curious that only Matthew (the former tax-collector) records this event.
(2) All Jewish males from 20 to 50 years of age and up were required to pay this tax, which was equivalent to 2 days wages per person.  This money covered various expenses for the Temple.
(3) It was normally collected in the spring around Passover, but here it is early autumn and they are still collecting!  Will Jesus pay his late taxes?

ii) 25 He said [pres. act. ind.], “Yes.”

(1) Peter did not hesitate to say his Master would obey this non-required, (but expected) non-biblical tax, though it was attributed to Exodus 30:12.

(2) Jesus and the rest of the disciples knew the Sadducees abused the resources from this tax.
b) And when he had entered [aor. act. ind.] into the house…

i) Jesus anticipated [aor. act. ind.] him, saying [pres. act. ptc.], “What do you suppose [pres. act. ind.], Simon, from whom do the kings of the earth take [pres. act. ind.] taxes (taxes on stuff) or poll-tax (taxes on people), from their sons or from the others?”

ii) 26 When Peter said [pres. act. ind.] to him, “From the others,” Jesus said [imperf. ind.] to him, “Then the sons are [pres. ind.] free.”

· i.e. because Jesus is the son of David the King (Messiah), and because He is the Son of God (who owns the Temple), and because is in no need of redemption Himself, He is really exempt from the tax

(1) 27 But in order that we do not cause them to stumble [aor. act. subj.]…

(a) having gone [aor. dep. ptc.] to the sea, cast [aor. act. impv.] a fishhook
(b) and take [aor. act. impv.] the first fish that comes up [pres. act. ptc.].

(i) Do you see God’s sovereignty: to bring that particular fish with that particular coin in its mouth at that particular time to that particular man at that particular place?

(ii) And having opened [aor. act. ptc.] its mouth, you will find [fut. act. ind.] a stater.

1. A coin equivalent to 2 double-drachmas or 4 drachma or 1 full shekel.
2. No more, no less, than what was needed.

(c) Having taken [aor. act. ptc.] that, give [aor. act. impv.] it to them on behalf of me and you.”

(2) Isn’t this an example of the self-denial that Jesus calls us to?

3) Summary and applications

a) We see Jesus’ humility and submission in paying this tax
b) We see Jesus’ gracious provision in paying this tax
c) We see Jesus’ self-denial in paying this tax
d) We see Jesus’ sovereign Omniscience in prophesying about His death/resurrection and in paying this tax

Matthew 18:1-14
1) The question is asked—1 At that time, having approached [aor. act. ind.], the disciples were saying [pres. act. ptc.] to Jesus, “Who then is [pres. ind.] the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”
a) Mark places this event in Capernaum, probably in Peter’s house (9:33)

b) In light of Peter getting his temple tax miraculously paid for, and in light of Peter’s special privilege at the Transfiguration, just who is the greatest?
2) The answer is given—18:2-14

a) We have a need to view ourselves Biblically—2 And Jesus, having summoned [aor. dep. ptc.] a small child, placed [aor. act. ind.] him in their midst, 3 and said [aor. act. ind.], “Certainly I am saying [pres. act. ind.] to youpl…
· The child demonstrates obedience to Jesus’ summons, not knowing the purpose of the summons.  The child was very young (a toddler?), yet old enough to hear and understand Jesus, to sit by His side (Luke 9) and to be held in His arms (Mark 9).
i) The authentically humble recognize their own sin—Unless youpl are turned-around [aor. pass. subj.] and become [aor. dep. subj.] like small children, youpl will not in any way [double negative] enter [aor. act. subj.] into the kingdom of heaven.  4 Therefore, whoever will humble [fut. act. ind.] himself as this small child is [pres. ind.] the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.

(1) In essence, you are headed in the wrong direction with your selfish ambition.  You need to do a 180!  Turn around!

(a) Mark emphasizes Jesus’ teaching on serving rather than greatness (9:35).

(2) Recognize your dependence and helplessness before God, just as a child is before its parents.  If you think “I can do it myself,” you will not enter.

(a) The child is “humble” in comparison to the adults in the room.

ii) The authentically humble welcome others into their lives—5 And whoever should welcome [aor. dep. subj.] one small child such as this in my name is welcoming [pres. dep. ind.] me.

(1) How this stands in stark contrast to their culture that considered children disposable.  Children were the most powerless members of ancient society.
iii) The authentically humble are genuinely concerned with enabling the spiritual progress of others
· We express concerns as parents that people won’t harm our children.  The elders express concerns that wolves or troublesome sheep won’t harm the flock.

(1) Causes of stumbling from others
(a) 6 But, whoever should cause [aor. act. subj.] one of these little ones, the ones who are believing [pres. act. ptc.] in me, to stumble, it would be more advantageous [pres. act. ind.] for him that a donkey-millstone be hung [aor. pass. subj.] around his neck and he be drowned [aor. pass. subj.] in the depths of the sea.”

(b) 7 “Woe to the world because of the causes of stumbling, because it is [pres. ind.] inevitable for causes of stumbling to come [aor. act. inf.], but woe to that person through whom the causes of stumbling come [pres. dep. ind.].

(i) Spiritual traps may be inevitable, but people are still responsible not to set them.
(ii) We can cause others to stumble by:

1. directly tempting them
2. by tolerating certain sins in our own life

3. by setting a sinful example

(iii) Dating couples may struggle here.  Asking our spouses or our children to lie for us.  Teen and adult peer pressure fits here as well.  Older siblings setting an example for their younger siblings.
(2) Causes of stumbling from ourselves
(a) 8 Now if your hand or your foot causes you to stumble [pres. act. ind.], cut them off [aor. act. impv.] and throw [aor. act. impv.] it from you.

(i) It is [pres. ind.] better to enter [aor. act. inf.] into the life maimed or crippled, than having [pres. act. ptc.] two hands or two feet to be thrown [aor. pass. inf.] into eternal fire.

(b) 9 And if your eye causes you to stumble [pres. act. ind.], tear it out [aor. act. impv.] and throw [aor. act. impv.] it from you.  It is [pres. ind.] better for you to enter [aor. act. inf.] into the life one-eyed than having [pres. act. ptc.] two eyes to be thrown [aor. pass. inf.] into the Gehenna of fire.

(c) This is obviously not a call to self-mutilation, but a call not to place our body parts at the disposal of selfish pleasure.

b) We have a need to view others Biblically—10 Keep watching [pres. act. impv.] that you do not disregard [aor. act. subj.—to think down on them] one of these little ones,
i) In essence, do not assume an attitude of superiority toward them
ii) Reason # 1—God expresses special interest in ministering in their lives—because I am saying [pres. act. ind.] to youpl that their angels in heaven are always seeing [pres. act. ind.] the face of my father who is in heaven, 11 because the Son of Man has come [aor. act. ind.] to save [aor. act. inf.] that which was lost [perf. act. ptc.].

(1) Remember Hebrews 1:14

iii) Reason # 2—God expresses special effort and special joy in restoring their lives—12 What do youpl suppose [pres. act. ind.]?

(1) If any man had [aor. dep. subj.] one hundred sheep, and one of them wandered astray [aor. pass. subj.], would he not leave [aor. act. ptc.] the ninety-nine upon the mountain and having gone [aor. dep. ptc.], be seeking [pres. act. ind.] the one wandering astray [pres. pass. ptc.]?

(2) 13 And if it comes about [aor. dep. subj.] that he finds [aor. act. inf.] it, certainly I am saying [pres. act. ind.] to youpl that he rejoices [pres. act. ind.] over it more than over the ninety-nine that have not wandered astray [perf. pass. ptc.].

(3) 14 In this same way it is [pres. ind.] not the desirous will before yourpl father in heaven that one of these little ones should perish [aor. mid. subj.].
(a) Don’t do anything that would cause such a one to stumble spiritually.  The word “perish” in this context does not refer to salvation but spiritual dangers.
iv) How do we despise other believers?

(1) When we flaunt our liberty before others

(2) When we show partiality toward others

(3) When we withhold help from those in need

(4) When we ridicule their appearance

(5) When we are indifferent to their spiritual life

(6) When we resent others who confront us about our sin

(7) When we take advantage of others for our personal gain

3) Summary and applications

a) Without humility, a person will never enter the kingdom of heaven—18:2-3
b) Without humility, a person will never experience true greatness in the kingdom of heaven—18:4

c) Without humility, a person will never genuinely focus on the spiritual needs of others within his or her sphere of influence—18:5-10

i) This concept is developed further in our passage for next time, Matthew 18:15-20.  What are we to do with a brother or sister who obviously sins?
Matthew 18:15-20
1) Singular issues—18:15-17

a) The assumed offense—15 “Now, if your brother should sin [aor. act. subj.] against you…

i) This addresses the matter of someone sinning against me, not me sinning against them as in the previous verses.  But the same principles of humility are still applicable (acknowledge our own sin, welcome others, seek their spiritual progress).
ii) This sin is something that is more than simply a misunderstanding or someone being overly sensitive.

(1) There must be sufficient, credible evidence to expose.  If you don’t have sufficient evidence, has there been a genuine sin or have we merely been upset?
(2) There must be sufficient, credible seriousness to bring others into the process.

b) The four-fold solution

i) Go [pres. act. impv.] and expose [aor. act. impv.] him between you and him alone.

(1) If he should listen [aor. act. subj.] to you, you have gained [aor. act. ind.] your brother.

(2) The Rabbis placed the responsibility on the offender, not the offended (as Jesus does).

ii) 16 But if he should not listen [aor. act. subj.], take [aor. act. impv.] with you one or two more
(1) Why? in order that every specific word may be caused to stand [aor. pass. subj.] based upon the mouth of two or three witnesses.

(2) Consistent with the Law to Israel in Deuteronomy 19:15.

iii) 17 But if he should refuse to listen [aor. act. subj.] to them, report [aor. act. impv.] to the congregation.

(1) This is the second and last time Matthew uses the word “church.”  He did not say, “Bring it before the synagogue.”  Clearly Jesus is revealing the priority and final authority of the church in handling such matters as distinct from the elders of Israel.

iv) But if he should even refuse to listen [aor. act. subj.] to the congregation, let him be [pres. impv.] to you just like the Gentile and the tax-collector.

(1) Religious and social ostracism so that the sinning believer is awakened to the seriousness of his sin by not experiencing the fellowship and one another’s of other believers.

2) Plural issues—18:18-20
a) 18 Certainly I am saying [pres. act. ind.] to youpl, whatever youpl should bind [aor. act. subj.] upon the earth shall have already been bound [(fut. perf. periphrastic) fut. ind. + perf. pass. ptc.] in heaven, and whatever youpl should release [aor. act. subj.] upon the earth shall have already been released [(fut. perf. periphrastic) fut. ind. + perf. pass. ptc.] in heaven.

i) God’s revealed will is to be the basis of the decisions of our assembly regarding permitting or forbidding certain behaviors.  The assembly has the right and responsibility to apply scriptural principles of divine judgment to those who ignore such truth.

b) 19 Again, certainly, I am saying [pres. act. ind.] to youpl that if two of youpl should make an agreement (symphonize) [aor. act. subj.] upon the earth concerning anything which they should ask [aor. mid. subj.], it will be done [fut. dep. ind.] for them by my Father who is in heaven,

i) Why? 20 because where two or three are gathered together [(perfect periphrastic) pres. ind. + perf. pass. ptc.] with reference to my name, in that place I am [pres. ind.] in their midst.

ii) The process of church discipline must be immersed in prayer.  These “two or three” could be a reference to the one or two necessary witnesses in 18:16.
iii) When spiritually minded Christians agree as to an objective to be realized through prayer, there is great assurance of the answer.  This is the same principle as being “of one mind” and “of one passion” in the letters of the NT.

iv) Jesus promises us a special awareness of His presence in these matters.  His presence should cause us to think soberly (to tell the truth, to respond Biblically, etc.).  This gathering of believers is “in my name,” i.e. with special reference to Christ.
3) Summary and applications

a) Congregational discipline must be practiced with submission, dependence, and confidence in God, being zealous for His glory

b) Congregational discipline must be practiced in humility and love toward other believers, being zealous for their good.
c) We at Calvary recognize there are several levels of discipline:

i) Self-discipline by the Holy Spirit—Galatians 5:23

ii) General training and discipline through the teaching and ordinances of the assembly—Romans 15:14; 1st Thessalonians 5:14; Colossians 3:16

iii) Private confrontation—Matthew 18:15

iv) Semi-private confrontation—Matthew 18:16

v) Public confrontation—Matthew 18:17

vi) Excommunication—Matthew 18:17; 1st Corinthians 5:5, 7, 11

d) We as elders rejoice that the most frequently utilized forms of discipline are personal and private.  We rejoice that the congregation has been addressing matters Biblically.  What a joy for us!

Matthew 18:21-35
1) The setting—21 “Then having approached [aor. act. ptc.] him, Peter said [aor. act. ind.], “Lord, how many times shall my brother sin [fut. act. ind.] against me and I forgive [fut. act. ind.] him? Up to seven times?”

a) Remember the verse from last time in 18:15, “if your brother sins against you…”

i) This is sin and forgiveness between two believers, not with the world.

b) Peter’s question demonstrates childishness, not childlikeness as Jesus taught.  To even ask such a question indicates that he does not understand what Biblical forgiveness really is.  A selfishly ambitious man is quick to detect sin in the lives of others and slow to forgive those sins.

c) The rabbis taught that people should forgive up to three times, based on Amos 1:3 and 2:6.
2) Jesus response—22 Jesus said [pres. act. ind.] to him,…
a) The clarifying statement—18:22—“I am not saying [pres. act. ind.] to you ‘up to seven times,’ but up to seventy times seven.

i) Either 70 + 7 = 77 or 70 x 7 = 490.  The point is that we aren’t to keep track!

b) The parable—18:23-34

i) 23 Because of this, the kingdom of heaven is compared [aor. pass. ind.] to a king who desired [aor. act. ind.] to settle accounts [aor. act. inf.] with his bondslaves.

(1) These bondslaves of the king were probably his tax collectors, who had contracted to collect a certain amount of taxes.
ii) A demonstration of God’s forgiveness and pity toward us as unbelievers—24 Now when he had begun [aor. mid. ptc.] to settle accounts [pres. act. inf.], there was brought [aor. pass. ind.] to him one debtor of ten thousand talents.
· One talent was about 75 pounds.  To get an idea of how huge this amount of debt was, the whole district of Galilee paid between 100 and 200 talents in tribute per year to the family of Herod.  The taxes collected for all of Palestine totaled 900 talents per year.  David collected 8,000 talents of gold and silver to furnish the Temple.  If we take the Greek word to mean 10,000 talents, its modern value would be a minimum of $10 million.  If we take the Greek word to mean the largest numerical term in the Greek language, (myriad) the number becomes unpayable.
(1) 25 But when he did not have [pres. act. ptc.] enough to repay [aor. act. inf.], his master commanded [aor. act. ind.] him to be sold [aor. pass. inf.] and his wife and his children and all he had [imperf. act. ind.], and repayment to be made [aor. pass. inf.].

(2) 26 Therefore, having fallen [aor. act. ptc.], the bondslave was bowing down [imperf. act. ind.] before him, saying [pres. act. ptc.], ‘Master, be longsuffering [aor. act. impv.] upon me and I will repay [fut. act. ind.] you everything.’

(a) The king has the right and power to avenge himself, but he is being asked to refrain from exercising that power.

(b) The king has already demonstrated longsuffering toward this guy by allowing the debt to reach a myriad of talents!

(c) The promise to repay certainly appears to be empty and impossible.

(3) 27 Now, having been moved with compassion [aor. dep. ptc.], the master of the bondslave released [aor. act. ind.] him and forgave [aor. act. ind.] him the loan.

(a) The loan was based on next year’s projected revenue.

(b) Releasing him is the same concept and word as back in 18:18.

iii) A demonstration of a person’s lack of forgiveness and pity toward his fellow man—28 “But having gone out [aor. act. ptc.], that bondslave found [aor. act. ind.] one of his fellow bondslaves who owed [imperf. act. ind.] him one hundred denarii; and having seized [aor. act. ptc.] him, he was strangling [imperf. act. ind.] him, saying [pres. act. ptc.], ‘Repay [aor. act. impv] me, since you owe [pres. act. ind.] me something.’

· Roman law allowed one to treat his debtor in this manner!

(1) 29 Therefore, having fallen [aor. act. ptc.] at his feet, his fellow bondslave was begging [imperf. act. ind.] him, saying [pres. act. ptc.], ‘Be longsuffering [aor. act. impv.] upon me and I will repay [fut. act. ind.] you.’
(2) 30 And he was not willing [imperf. act. ind.], but having gone [aor. act. ptc.], he threw [aor. act. ind.] him into prison until he should repay [aor. act. subj.] the amount owed [pres. pass. ptc.].

iv) 31 Now, when his fellow bondslaves saw [aor. act. ptc.] what had taken place [aor. dep. ptc.], they were extremely grieved [aor. pass. ind.], and having come [aor. act. ptc.], they explained [aor. act. ind.] to their master all that had taken place [aor. dep. ptc.].

v) 32 Then having summoned [aor. dep. ptc.] him, his master said [pres. act. ind.] to him, ‘Evil bondslave! I forgave [aor. act. ind.] all that debt because you begged [aor. act. ind.] me.

(1) 33 Ought [imperf. ind.] you not also to have had mercy [aor. act. inf.] on your fellow bondslave, just as I also had mercy [aor. act. ind.] on you?’
(2) 34 And having become angry [aor. pass. ptc.], his master handed him over [aor. act. ind.] to the torturers until he should repay [aor. act. ptc.] all that was owed [pres. pass. ptc.] to him.

(a) The torture was to motivate him to and his family to raise the necessary funds.
c) The application—35 In the same way also my heavenly Father will do [fut. act. ind.] to youpl if youpl should not forgive [aor. act. subj.] their trespasses—each one his brother—from yourpl hearts.”
i) Our own forgiveness by God gives us a standing obligation to forgive others

3) Summary and applications

a) Humility before God enables one to forgive one’s brother to this extent.

b) Humility before God enables one not to treat others from a superior perspective.
c) Compassion toward other sinners enables one to forgive one’s brother to this extent.

d) Remember God’s Word through Paul to the Ephesian congregation: And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God in Christ forgave you (4:32).
e) To not demonstrate a forgiving spirit is to demonstrate wickedness.  A person who does not forgive lacks godly character and does not reflect the character of God accurately.  An unforgiving Christian is a living contradiction of His new nature in Christ.
f) Is there someone of whom you have thought that their actions were unforgivable? You need to address that today before God, before it is too late.
Matthew 19:1-12

Introduction: Matthew’s record that Jesus reiterates the demands of discipleship in Matthew 8:19-22 seems to fit here chronologically.  Then, between Matthew 18:35 and 19:1 Jesus makes three trips to Jerusalem over a period of 3-4 months.  These trips are addressed in Luke 9:51-18:14 and also in John 7:2-11:54.  Jesus is now on His way south to Jerusalem for the last time.  In this section, which continues through 20:16, Matthew records three teaching opportunities for Jesus.
1) 1 And it came to pass [aor. act. ind.], when Jesus had completed [aor. act. ind.] these words,

a) he went away [aor. act. ind.] from Galilee and came into [aor. act. ind.] the region of Judea on the other side of the Jordan.
i) Into the region known as Perea (“beyond”), which normally takes 4 plus days from Galilee to Jerusalem.
b) 2 And large crowds followed [aor. act. ind.] him, and he healed [aor. act. ind.] them there.
i) Knowing what was awaiting Him in Jerusalem in a couple of months, He was still willing to heal others.
c) 3 And the Pharisees came [aor. act. ind.] to him, testing [pres. act. ptc.] him and saying [pres. act. ptc.] to him, “Is it lawful [pres. act. ind.] for a man to send away [aor. act. inf.] his wife on the basis of any reason?”
i) The Pharisees thought they had finally caught him teaching contrary to Moses.  They had already heard Jesus teach on this in Matthew 5:31-32.  Jesus’ exception for divorce was stricter than the exception under the Law in Deuteronomy 24:1-4.
ii) The majority of Jews followed the teaching of Rabbi Hillel (died about 20 years before Jesus began His public ministry) who taught a man could divorce for any reason, including: finding another woman more attractive, going in public with an uncovered head, speaking disrespectfully of her in-laws, talking with other men, burning the bread, being quarrelsome, being childless for at least 10 years

2) 4 Now, having responded [aor. dep. ptc.], he said [aor. act. ind.] to them, “Have you not read [aor. act. ind.] that the One who made [aor. act. ptc.] them from the beginning ‘made [aor. act. ind.] them male and female,’ 5 and said [aor. act. ind.], ‘For this reason a man will leave behind [fut. act. ind.] the father and the mother and will joined [fut. pass. ind.] to his wife and the two will be [fut. dep. ind.] one flesh?’  6 So then, no longer are [pres. act. ind.] they two but one flesh.  Therefore, what God has yoked together [aor. act. ind.], let a person not divide [pres. act. impv.].”

a) Four reasons why marriage is to be permanent, not disposable:

i) God originally created one male and one female, no groups.

(1) Adam and Eve had what some would call “grounds for divorce,” but who else would they marry?

ii) God shows marriage is a stronger bond than other family relationships.

iii) God states the two become one flesh, as evidenced in their children.

iv) God yokes people together in marriage.
3) 7 They said [pres. act. ind.] to him, “Why then did Moses give orders [aor. dep. ind.] to give [aor. act. inf.] a certificate of divorce and to send [aor. act. inf.] her away?”
a) Emphasis on “give orders” or “command.”

b) They appear to assume that Jesus is ignorant of the Law!

c) The Law (Deuteronomy 24:1-4) was actually protecting women by giving them a legal document to show their marital status.

4) 8 He said [pres. act. ind.] to them that “Moses, because of yourpl hardness of heart, permitted [aor. act. ind.] youpl to send away [aor. act. inf.] yourpl wives, but from the beginning it has not been [perf. act. ind.] this way.  9 Now, I say [pres. act. ind.] to youpl that whoever should send away [aor. act. subj.] his wife, not upon sexual immorality, and should marry [aor. act. subj.] another is committing adultery [pres. dep. ind.]; and whoever marries [aor. act. ptc.] her who is sent away [perf. pass. ptc.] is committing adultery [pres. dep. ind.].”

a) Note Jesus’ use of “permit,” not “command.”
b) Jesus shows their ignorance and their hardness of heart.

c) The only exception to “no divorce” is sexual immorality.

5) 10 His disciples said [pres. act. ind.] to him, “If the reason of the man with his wife is [pres. act. ind.] this way, it is not advantageous [pres. act. ind.] to marry [aor. act. inf.].”

a) They seem to be saying that it would be more convenient to stay single than to be in a marriage without an escape clause (except for the reason of sexual immorality).
6) 11 But he said [aor. act. ind.] to them, “Not all accept [pres. act. ind.] this statement, but those to whom it has been given [perf. pass. ind.],

a) i.e. not everyone can handle not getting married.

b) Why?  12 because…
i) Involuntary causes of singleness/celibacy
(1) there are [pres. act. ind.] eunuchs who were born [aor. pass. ind.] this way from their mother’s womb,
(2) and there are [pres. act. ind.] eunuchs who were made eunuchs [aor. act. ind.] by people,
ii) Voluntary causes of singleness/celibacy
(1) and there are [pres. act. ind.] eunuchs who made themselves eunuchs [aor. act. ind.] for the sake of the kingdom of heaven.

c) The one who is able [pres. dep. ptc.] to accept [pres. act. inf.], accept [pres. act. impv.].”

i) Abstinence from marriage should be by choice, not by convenience.
7) Summary and applications
a) God has decreed marriage (Genesis 2:18) and decreed it to be a permanent union of one man and one woman for life (Matthew 19:1-12).

i) However, God gives certain individuals to remain single for undistracted devotion to God—Matthew 10:12; 1st Corinthians 7:7

b) God hates divorce—Malachi 2:16
i) Not all divorce is sinful, although sin causes all divorce.

ii) God does not command divorce, but rather desires reconciliation and forgiveness.

c) God himself is divorced—Jeremiah 3:8

i) God is the innocent party in His marriage relationship with Israel.

ii) He will one day be reconciled to her and remarried to her after the Tribulation.
Matthew 19:13-15

1) 13 At that time little children were brought [aor. pass. ind.] to him in order that…
a) Luke includes newborns among those who were being brought to Jesus (18:15).
b) Why?

i) he might place [aor. act. subj.] his hands on them
(1) Including some anticipated form of blessing—Mark 10:16

ii) and pray [aor. dep. subj.],

c) What was the response by the disciples?  but the disciples warned [aor. act. ind.] them.
i) Perhaps the disciples thought they were doing Jesus a favor by keeping small kids away from Jesus after His last encounter with the Pharisees?
ii) Perhaps they misunderstood the character of Jesus as being willing to be with children after long days of travel?
iii) Perhaps they had forgotten the lesson from a few months earlier about children and the importance of childlikeness in Matthew 18:1-14.
2) Jesus’ response
a) Jesus’ emotion—Mark 10:14

i) He became indignant (very irritated or angry) because of what He saw taking place.
b) Jesus’ words—14 But Jesus said [aor. act. ind.],

i) Two commands

(1) “Permit [aor. act. impv.] the little children…
(2) and stop forbidding [pres. act. impv.] them to come to me,
ii) Why?  because of this kind is [pres. act. ind.] the kingdom of heaven.”
(1) It is not children who enter the kingdom, but those who are childlike in their trust.

(2) Childlikeness is essential to entering the kingdom.  Compare the parallel passages in Mark 10:15 and Luke 18:17.
c) Jesus’ touch—15 And having laid hands [aor. act. ptc.] on them, he departed [aor. dep. ind.] from there.

i) By fulfilling the desires of those who brought the children to Jesus, He contradicted the apostles publicly.

3) Summary and applications
a) Let us remember that Jesus demands an attitude and posture of our heart this is childlike, powerless and dependent.
b) Let us remember that Jesus can be indignant with all who misrepresent His character.

c) Let us remember that Jesus is compassionate to all who come to Him in simple faith.
Matthew 19:16-20:16

Jesus Addresses Salvation and Its Accompanying Rewards
1) The initial setting—19:16-22

a) 16 And behold [aor. act. impv], one having approached [aor. act. ptc.] said [aor. act .ind.] to him, “Good teacher, what good thing might I do [aor. act. subj.] in order that I may have [pres. act. subj.] eternal life?”

i) This ruler (Luke 18:18) gives Jesus a compliment (good teacher), but not adoration.

b) 17 Now, he said [aor. act. ind.] to him, “Why are you calling [pres. act. ind.] me good?  No one is good except one—God.  But if you are desiring [pres. act. ind.] to enter [aor. act. inf.] into the life, keep [aor. act. impv.] the commandments.”

c) 18 He said [pres. act. ind.] to him, “Which ones?”

i) Of the hundreds of commands the Pharisees had developed which ones?!

d) And Jesus said [aor. act. ind.], “‘You shall not murder [fut. act. ind.],’ ‘you shall not commit adultery [fut. act. ind.],’ ‘you will not steal [fut. act. ind.],’ ‘you shall not give false testimony [fut. act. ind.],’ 19 ‘be honoring [pres. act. impv.] your father and mother,’ and ‘you shall love [fut. act. ind.] your fellow man as yourself.’”

i) Jesus quotes commandments # 5-9 from Exodus 20:12-16 and the summary from Leviticus 19:18

e) 20 The young man said [pres. act. ind.] to him, “All these things I have kept by myself [aor. mid. ind.] from my youth.  What am I yet lacking [pres. act. ind.]?”

i) Dependence on self-effort does not bring satisfaction, does it?
ii) Note how Mark shows that Jesus loved him, in spite of his self-righteousness (Mark 10:21).

f) 21 Jesus kept saying [imperf. act. ind.] to him, “If you desire [pres. act. ind.] to be [pres. act. inf.] complete… (as opposed to lacking something)
i) go [pres. act. impv.], sell [aor. act. impv.] what you are possessing [pres. act. ptc.], and give [aor. act. impv.] to the destitute, and you will have [fut. act. ind.] treasure in heaven, and …
ii) come [pres. act. impv.], be following [pres. act. impv.] me.”

g) 22 But having heard [aor. act. ptc.] the saying, the young man went away [aor. act. ind.] grieving [pres. pass. ptc.], because he had [imperf. and. ind.] many possessions.

i) Note that Jesus doesn’t run after him, saying, “Wait! You misunderstood what I said!”  Here was a man who felt Jesus had asked too much of him.  He shows he does not love his neighbor as he loves himself because he is unwilling to share his wealth.
2) Jesus teaches a lesson on entering the kingdom—19:23-20:16

a) With clear instruction—19:23-30

i) 23 Now, Jesus said [aor. act. ind.] to his disciples,
(1) “Certainly I am saying [pres. act. ind.] to youpl that a rich person will enter [fut. dep. ind.] with difficulty into the kingdom of heaven.
(2) 24 And again I am saying [pres. act. ind.] to youpl, it is [pres. act. ind.] easier for a camel to enter [aor. act. inf.] through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter into [aor. act. inf.] the kingdom of God.”
(a) It is curious that Luke used the Greek word for surgical needle (Luke 18:25).

ii) 25 And having heard [aor. act. ptc.], his disciples were greatly astonished [imperf. pass. ind.], saying [pres. act. ptc.], “Who then is able [pres. dep. ind.] to be saved [aor. pass. inf.]?”

(1) The disciples had adopted the common attitude that wealth showed God’s favor.

iii) 26 And having looked carefully [aor. act. ptc.] at them, Jesus said [aor. act. ind.] to them, “With people this is [pres. act. ind.] impossible, but with God all things are possible.”

(1) Man can not secure his own salvation.

iv) 27 Then Peter, having responded [aor. dep. ptc.], said [aor. act. ind.], “Behold [aor. act. impv.]! We have left [aor. act .ind.] all and have followed [aor. act. ind.] you.  What then will there be [fut. dep. ind.] for us?”

(1) We have done what you told the rich young man to do.  So what will we get for our sacrifice?  Is it really as hopeless as we feel right now?
v) 28 So Jesus said [aor. act. ind.] to them,

(1) Concerning the reward of the 11 disciples—“Certainly I am saying [pres. act. ind.] to youpl, youpl who have followed [aor. act. ptc.] me, that in the regeneration, when the Son of Man sits [aor. act. subj.] upon the throne of his glory, youpl also will sit [fut. dep. ind.] upon twelve thrones judging [pres. act. ptc.] the twelve tribes of Israel.

(a) There will be a reward for the 11 when Jesus restores the kingdom.
(b) This appears to refer back to Daniel 7:13-14 and 7:22

(2) Concerning all followers of Christ—29 And everyone who has left [aor. act. ind.] houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands for my name’s sake will receive [fut. dep. ind.] a hundredfold and will inherit [fut. act. ind.] eternal life.

(3) 30 But many who are first will be [fut. dep. ind.] last, and the last first,

(a) Just because you are the first to follow, doesn’t guarantee you a privileged position.  Some of the last to follow Christ will be first in privilege, or at least equal in privilege.
b) With a parable—20:1-16

i) The hiring of the workers—20:1-7

(1) 20:1 because the kingdom of heaven is [pres. act. ind.] like a man, a master of the house, who went out [aor. act. ind.] early in the morning to hire for himself [aor. mid. inf.] workers for his vineyard.

(a) 2 And having agreed [aor. act. ptc.] with the workers for a denarius a day, he sent [aor. act. ind.] them into his vineyard.

(b) 3 And he went out [aor. act. ptc.] about the third hour and saw [aor. act. ind.] others standing [perf. act. ptc.] idle in the market place, 4 and to those he said [aor. act. ind.], ‘Youpl also go [pres. act. impv.] into the vineyard and whatever is [pres. act. subj.] right, I will give [fut. act. ind.] youpl, and they went [aor. act. ind.].

(c) 5 Having went out [aor. act. ptc.] again about the sixth and the ninth hour he did [aor. act. ind.] similarly.

(d) 6 Now, having went out [aor. act. ptc.] about the eleventh hour he found [aor. act. ind.] others standing [perf. act. ptc.] idle and said [pres. act. ind.] to them, ‘Why are you standing [perf. act. ind.] idle the whole day?’  7 They said [pres. act. ind.] to him, ‘Because no one has hired [aor. mid. ind.] us.’  He said [pres. act. ind.] to them, ‘Youpl also go [pres. act. impv.] into the vineyard and whatever is [pres. act. subj.] right youpl will receive [fut. dep. ind.].’

ii) The paying of the workers—20:8-15

(1) 8 Now, when evening had come [aor. dep. ptc.], the lord of the vineyard said [pres. act. ind.] to his foreman, ‘Call [aor. act. impv.] the workers, and give [aor. act. impv.] them their wages, beginning [aor. mid. ptc.] from the last until the first.’

(2) 9 And having come [aor. act. ptc.], those concerning the eleventh hour each received [aor. act. ind.] a denarius.

(3) 10 But when the first came [aor. act. ptc.], they presumed [aor. act. ind.] that they would receive [fut. dep. ind.] more; and they also each received [aor. act. ind.] a denarius.  11 And having received [aor. act. ptc.] it, they complained [imperf. act. ind.] against the master of the house, 12 saying [pres. act. ptc.], ‘These last ones worked [aor. act. ind.] one hour, and you made [aor. act. ind.] them equal to us who bore [aor. act. ptc.] the burden of the day and the burning heat (sirocco).’

(a) They whine about the master not being fair.

(4) 13 But having responded [aor. dep. ptc.], he said [aor. act. ind.] unto them,
(a) ‘Comrade, I am not treating you unjustly [pres. act. ind.].

(b) Did you not agree [aor. act. ind.] with me for a denarius?
(c) 14 Pick up [aor. act. impv.] what is yours and go [pres. act. impv.] your way.

(i) Perhaps he had left his wages on the table out of frustration with the master?

(d) I desire [pres. act. ind.] to give [aor. act. inf.] to this last one the same as to you.

(e) 15 Or is it not permissible [pres. act. ind.] for me to do [aor. act. inf.] as I desire [pres. act. ind.] with what is [pres. act. ind.] mine?

(f) Is [pres. act. ind.] your eye evil because I am [pres. act. ind.] beneficial?’

(i) Who owns the vineyard, and who has the money to pay the workers?

(ii) Who took the initiative so these people could work?

(iii) Who made the agreement?  Did the Master keep his word (20:4, 7, 9, 10)?

iii) The point of the parable—20:16

(1) 16 In this way the last will be [fut. dep. ind.] first, and the first last, because many are [pres. act. ind.] called but few are chosen.”

(2) The value of one’s work does not rest wholly on the amount of time spent on it.

3) Summary and applications
a) God’s sovereignty is seen in His setting and holding to high standards for those who desire to be saved.
i) His holiness demands compliance from all who would approach Him.

b) God’s sovereignty is seen in His inherent ability and initiative to save whomever He desires.
i) His power alone can defeat sin in our lives.

c) God’s sovereignty is seen in His generous rewarding of believers as He determines.

i) His rewards are based on sovereign grace, not payment for work done.
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