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Matthew 8:1-17
1) And when he came down [aor. act. ptc.] from the mountain, great crowds followed [aor. act. ind.] him.—8:1

2) Three examples of Jesus’ healing authority—8:2-15  [These are NOT chronological]
a) Healing leprosy—8:2-4  Does Jesus have the desire to heal?
i) And, behold [aor. act. impv.], a leper came [aor. act. ptc.] and was bowing down [imperf. act. ind.] to him, saying [pres. act. ptc.], “Lord, if you are willing [pres. act. subj.], you are able [pres. dep. ind.] to make me clean [aor. act. inf.].”—8:2
(1) And Jesus stretched out his hand [aor. act. ptc.] and touched [aor. dep. ind.] him, saying [pres. act. ptc.], “I am willing [pres. act. ind.].  Be cleansed [aor. pass. impv.].”  And immediately his leprosy was cleansed [aor. pass. ind.].—8:3
(2) And Jesus said [pres. act. ind.] to him, “See [pres. act. impv.] that you tell [aor. act. subj.] no one; but go [pres. act. impv.] your way, show [aor. act. impv.] yourself to the priest, and offer [aor. act. impv.] the gift that Moses commanded [aor. act. ind.], as a witness to them.”—8:4
b) Healing paralysis through faith—8:5-13  Does Jesus have the authority to heal even Gentiles?
i) Now, when he had entered [aor. act. ptc.] Capernaum, a centurion came [aor. act. ind.] to him, urging [pres. act. ptc.] him, 6 and saying [pres. act. ptc.], “Lord, my servant is lying [perf. pass. ind.] at home paralyzed, being terribly afflicted [pres. pass. ptc.].”—8:5-6
(1) And Jesus said [pres. act. ind.] to him, “When I have come [aor. act. ptc.], I will heal him [fut. act. ind.].”—8:7
(a) This is a promise to heal, but there is a hint of a delay as well.

(2) And the centurion answered [aor. dep. ptc.], saying [imperf. ind.], “Lord, I am [pres. ind.] not worthy that you should come [aor. act. subj.] under my roof.  But only speak [aor. act. impv.] a word, and my servant will be cured [fut. pass. ind.].—8:8
· NB, this Gentile man recognized he own unworthiness before Christ.  The Jews of Jesus’ day only recognized the Gentiles unworthiness in comparison with Jews.

(a) Why would he tell Jesus to do such a thing?  Because I also am [pres. ind.] a man under authority, having [pres. act. ptc.] soldiers under me.  And I say [pres. act. ind.] to this one, ‘Go [aor. dep. impv.],’ and he goes [pres. dep. ind.]; and to another, ‘Come [pres. dep. impv.],’ and he comes [pres. dep. ind.]; and to my servant, ‘Do this [aor. act. impv.],’ and he does it [pres. act. ind.].”—8:9
(3) Now, when Jesus heard [aor. act. ptc.], he marveled [aor. act. ind.], and said [aor. act. ind.] to those who were following [pres. act. ptc.], “Certainly, I am saying [pres. act. ind.] to youpl, I have not found [aor. act. ind.] such great faith, not even in Israel.—8:10
(a) And I am saying [pres. act. ind.] to youpl, that many will come [fut. act. ind.] from the east and west, and will recline [fut. pass. ind.] with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven.—8:11
(i) Referring to Gentiles in the kingdom

(b) But the sons of the kingdom will be cast out [fut. pass. ind.] into outer darkness; in that place there will be [fut. ind.] weeping and gnashing of teeth.—8:12
(i) Referring to the Jews who assumed they had a guaranteed place in the kingdom

(4) And Jesus said [aor. act. ind.] to the centurion, “Go your way [pres. act. impv.], and in the same way as you have believed [aor. act. ind.], let it be done [aor. dep. impv.] for you.”—8:13a
(a) Jesus apparently didn’t even go to the man’s house!

(5) And his servant was cured [aor. pass. ind.] in that same hour.—8:13b
(a) Jesus kept His word!

c) Healing a fever and granting strength to serve—8:14-15  Does Jesus have the power to heal and restore even a woman?
i) And when Jesus had come [aor. act. ptc.] into Peter’s house, he saw [aor. act. ind.] his mother-in-law lying down [perf. pass. ptc.], and sick with fever [pres. act. ptc.];—8:14
ii) and he touched [aor. dep. ind.] her hand, and the fever left [aor. act. ind.] her—8:15a
iii) and she arose [aor. pass. ind.] and was serving [imperf. act. ind.] them.—8:15b
3) Matthew point of including these healings—8:16-17

a) Now when evening had come [aor. dep. ptc.], they brought [aor. act. ind.] to him many who were demon-possessed [pres. dep. ptc.].  And he cast out [aor. act. ind.] the spirits with a word, and restored [aor. act. ind.] all who had it [pres. act. ptc.] bad—8:16
i) Why?  so that it might be completed [aor. pass. subj.] which was spoken [aor. pass. ptc.] through Isaiah the prophet, saying [pres. act. ptc.], “He himself took away [aor. act. ind.] our weaknesses and removed [aor. act. ind.] our sickness.—8:17
ii) Matthew’s use of this quote from Isaiah 53:4 is obviously referring to more than just physical problems.  Matthew uses it in a similar sense as John in John 1:29 and Peter in 1st Peter 2:24.
4) Summary and application

a) Whatever your spiritual weakness or struggle, Jesus is willing to heal you.
b) Whatever your spiritual weakness or struggle, Jesus has the authority to heal you.

c) Whatever your spiritual weakness or struggle, Jesus has the power not only to heal but to empower you to serve Him and others.

Matthew 8:18-34

Evaluating the Loyalty of the Followers of the King
Introduction:  The passage before us reinforces what I have before that Matthew is not arranged chronologically but around particular themes.  These events take place after the Sermon on the Mount, unlike the 2 of the miracles from the section that was looked at last week.  The theme in this section is: being a follower of the King.  In the Sermon on the Mount we learned to pray “hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth”.  Now we see examples of that test being put to the people.  How will people respond to the King?
1) Preparation for going to the other side—Now, when Jesus saw [aor. act. ptc.] great crowds around him, he gave orders [aor. act. ind.] to depart [aor. act. inf.] to the other side.—8:18
· Jesus chooses to press the issue of commitment with these crowds because they were moved by temporary enthusiasm.

· Two superficial followers—8:19-22 [This event actually takes place after Matthew 18:1-35, at the end of Jesus’ time in Galilee]  (Both disciples make empty promises of allegiance, the 1st is too quick to profess while the 2nd is too slow to perform)
a) Follower # 1—8:19-20 [does a strong profession necessarily reflect strong commitment to Christ?]

i) The exaggerated claim—And one scholar approached [aor. act. ptc.] and said [aor. act. ind.] to him, “Teacher, I will follow [fut. act. ind.] you wherever you may go [pres. dep. subj.].”—8:19

(1) Not just across the lake, but anywhere and everywhere!

ii) The challenge—And Jesus said [pres. act. ind.] to him, “The foxes have [pres. act. ind.] holes and the birds of the air nests, but the Son of Man has [pres. act. ind.] nowhere to lay [pres. act. subj.] his head.”—8:20
(1) The possibility of homelessness was too much for this scholar.

(2) This is the first time Jesus uses the title “Son of Man” for himself.

b) Follower # 2—8:21-22 [are material possessions more important than Christ?]

i) The excuse—Now another disciple said [aor. act. ind.] to him, “Lord, permit [aor. act. impv.] me first to depart [aor. act. inf.] and to bury [aor. act. inf.] my father.”—8:21

(1) Normally the dead were buried on the very day they died.  A second burial took place approximately 1 year after the death, to move the bones to the ossuary (bone box).  He is asking for a delay in his obedience.
(2) Concern for his parents and perhaps the potential inheritance was greater than his concern for Christ.
ii) The command—But Jesus said [aor. act. ind.] to him, “Be following [pres. act. impv.] me, and allow [aor. act. impv.] the dead to bury [aor. act. inf.] their own dead.”—8:22
c) Luke records yet another man who was unwilling to follow Jesus—Luke 9:61-62
2) The trip to the other side—8:23-27 [These events takes place after Matthew 13, just before Jesus’ last trip to Nazareth during his 3rd tour through Galilee]

a) Genuine followers—8:23

i) And having stepped [aor. act. ptc.] into the boat, his disciples followed [aor. act. ind.] him.—8:23

ii) Don’t forget that other boats went with Jesus (Mark 4:36) on this 8 mile trip.
b) And behold [aor. act. impv.], there arose [aor. dep. ind.] a great agitation [shaking] on the sea, so that the boat was covered [pres. pass. inf.] by the waves.  But he was sleeping [imperf. act. ind.].  25 And having approached [aor. act. ptc.], the disciples awoke [aor. act. ind.] him, saying [pres. act. ptc.], “Lord, save [aor. act. impv.] us.  We are perishing [pres. mid. ind.].”  26 And he said [pres. act. ind.] to them, “Why are [pres. ind.] you fearful, you of little faith?”  Then having arose [aor. pass. ptc.], he reproved [aor. act. ind.] the winds and the sea, and there was [aor. dep. ind.] a great calm.  27 Now the men marveled [aor. act. ind.], saying [pres. act. ptc.], “What kind of man is [pres. ind.] this that even the winds and the sea submit [pres. act. ind.] to him?”
c) Observations

i) They were fearful because they were of little-faith.

ii) Jesus exercises kingdom authority over the elements of nature.

3) Arrival at the other side—And when he had come [aor. act. ptc.] to the other side, to the region of the Gerasenes, two demon-possessed [pres. dep. ptc.] men met [aor. act. ind.] him, coming out [pres. dep. ptc.] of the tombs, so extremely violent that no one could [pres. act. inf.] pass [aor. act. inf.] that way.—8:28
a) And behold [aor. act. impv.], they screamed [aor. act. ind.], saying [pres. act. ptc.], “What do we have to do with you, Jesus, Son of God?  Have you come [aor. act. ind.] here to torment [aor. act. inf.] us before the time?”—8:29
i) Note how they identify Jesus as “Son of God.”  The last time someone called Jesus this was when Satan did during the temptation in Matthew 4:3, 6
b) Now, there was [imperf. ind.] at a distance from them a herd of many pigs feeding [pres. pass. ptc.].  31 And the demons were urging [imperf. act. ind.] him, saying [pres. act. ptc.], “If you cast us out [pres. act. ind.], permit [aor. act. impv.] us to go away [aor. act. inf.] into the herd of pigs.”  32 And he said [aor. act. ind.] to them, “Go away [pres. act. impv.].”  And having come out [aor. act. ptc.], they went [aor. act. ind.] into the herd of pigs.  And behold [aor. act. impv.], the whole herd of pigs rushed [aor. act. ind.] down the steep bank into the sea and died [aor. act. ind.] in the water.

i) The demons understand who Christ is.  They also understand God has a timetable by which He governs the universe.  Their request is essentially: “in light of the fact you are going to cast us out, could you send us here?”
ii) Let us not forget that the eternal souls of these men are more valuable than all these pigs combined.

c) Now, the herdsmen [pres. act. ptc.] fled [aor. act. ind.], and they went [aor. act. ptc.] into the city, reporting [aor. act. ind.] everything, including what had happened to the demon-possessed [pres. dep. ptc.] men.—8:33
d) And behold [aor. act. impv.], the whole city came out [aor. act. ind.] to meet with Jesus.  And when they saw [aor. act. ptc.] him, they urged [aor. act. ind.] him to depart [aor. act. subj.] from their region.—8:34
i) This is the first recorded opposition to the King in Matthew, though we know chronologically the Jews have already officially rejected him.
ii) Both Mark & Luke record that the people were not angry or resentful about the pigs, nor did they demand restitution, but they were scared (Mark 5:14-15; Luke 8:37).
4) Summary and applications

a) There are two types of disciples of Jesus Christ: genuine and artificial.  Which one are you?  Jesus makes demands that are costly and personal.
i) Anglican Bishop of Liverpool, England, John Charles Ryle (1816-1900) once wrote, “The saddest road to hell is one that runs under the pulpit, past the Bible, and through the middle of warnings and invitations.”

b) There are two types of responses to Jesus’ power: marvel and rejection.  What is your response?  Jesus is more wonderful that even His closest followers suspect.
c) There are two types of value-systems to choose from: the world’s & God’s.  Jesus puts spiritual realities above any other consideration.

Matthew 9:1-13

Opposition to the King under Kingdom-like Conditions
1) Back to Capernaum—And he stepped [aor. act. ptc.] into the boat, crossed over [aor. act. ind.], and came [aor. act. ind.] into his own city.—9:1

a) And behold [aor. act. impv.], they were bringing [imperf. act. ind.] to him a paralytic lying [perf. pass. ptc.] upon a bed.—9:2a

b) And Jesus, having perceived [aor. act. ptc.] their faith, said [aor. act. ind.] to the paralytic, “Take courage [pres. act. impv.], child.  Your sins are forgiven [perf. pass. ind.] you.”—9:2b

c) And behold [aor. act. impv.], some of the scholars said [aor. act. ind.] among themselves, “This man blasphemes [pres. act. ind.]!”—9:3

i) This is the first recorded opposition to Jesus by the scholars.  It only intensifies from here on.

d) And Jesus, having perceived [aor. act. ptc.] their thoughts, said [aor. act. ind.], “Why are youpl thinking [pres. dep. ind.] evil in yourpl hearts?—9:4

i) Because, which is [pres. ind.] easier—to say [aor. act. inf.], ‘You sins are forgiven [perf. pass. ind.],’ or to say [aor. act. inf.], ‘Rise up [aor. mid. impv.] and walk [pres. act. impv.]’?—9:5

ii) But in order that youpl may know [perf. act. subj.] that the Son of Man has [pres. act. ind.] authority on earth to forgive [pres. act. inf.] sins”—then he said [pres. act. ind.] to the paralytic—“Having arisen [aor. pass. ptc.], take up [aor. act. impv.] your bed, and go away [pres. act. impv.] to your house.”—9:6

e) And having arisen [aor. pass. ptc.], he departed [aor. act. ind.] to his house.—9:7

f) Now, when the crowds perceived [aor. act. ptc.] it, they marveled [aor. act. ind.] and glorified [aor. act. ind.] God, who had given [aor. act. ptc.] such authority to people.—9:8

2) The consequences of calling Matthew—And while Jesus went on [pres. act .ptc.] from there, he saw [aor. act. ind.] a man named [pres. pass. ptc.] Matthew sitting [pres. dep. ptc.] at the tax collector’s booth, and he said [pres. act. ind.] to him, “Follow [pres. act. impv.] me.”  And having stood up [aor. act. ptc.], he followed [aor. act. ind.] him.—9:9

a) And it happened [aor. dep. ind.], while Jesus was reclining [pres. dep. ptc.] in the house, and behold [aor. act. impv.], many tax collectors and sinners came [aor. act. ptc.] and were reclining [imperf. dep. ind.] with Jesus and his disciples.—9:10
b) And when the Pharisees saw [aor. act. ptc.] it, they said [aor. act. ind.] to his disciples, “Why is yourpl teacher eating [pres. act. ind.] with tax collectors and sinners?”—9:11
c) Now, when Jesus heard [aor. act. ptc.] this, he said [aor. act. ind.] to them, “The ones who are strong [pres. act. ptc.] have [pres. act. ind.] no need of a physician, but those who have [pres. act. ptc.] it bad.  13 But having gone [aor. dep. ptc.], learn [aor. act. impv.] what this means, ‘I desire [pres. act. ind.] mercy and not sacrifice,’ because I did not come [aor. act. ind.] to call [aor. act. inf.] the righteous but sinners to repentance.”—9:12-13
i) Referring to Hosea 6:6.  If they had known truly known the heart of God they would not criticize Jesus for what He has been doing!

3) Summary and applications

a) Matthew addresses certain kingdom issues

i) The Kingdom will be a place of restored physical health—illustrated by the healings.

ii) The Kingdom will be a place of restored spiritual health—illustrated earlier by the casting out of demons and now by the forgiving of sins

b) Matthew shows how the righteousness of the scholars and the Pharisees is inadequate to enter into the kingdom.

c) Matthew shows how the sinner’s response of obedience to Christ was so different from the response of the religious scholars’ response of criticism.

Matthew 9:14-17

1) The question—At that time the disciples of John came [pres. dep. ind.] to him, saying [pres. act. ptc.], “Why are we and the Pharisees fasting [pres. act. ind.] often, but your disciples are not fasting [pres. act. ind.]?”—9:14
a) Don’t forget that Jesus has just come from a feast with Matthew.  The Pharisees disagreed with Him there, and now seek to build on that.  John is in prison and perhaps the Pharisees can cause division between Jesus and John through this episode.
b) The questioners include some of the Pharisees as well (Mark 2:18).
i) Some Pharisees fasted at least 2 times per week (Luke 18:12)

c) There was only one implied fast under the old covenant (Leviticus 16:29, 31).

2) The response by Jesus—And Jesus said [aor. act. ind.] to them—9:15-17
· We need to remember the chronology: Jesus has not taught about fasting yet, even though in Matthew’s book it appears that way
a) An illustration from a wedding—“The attendants of the bridegroom are not able [pres. dep. ind.] to mourn [pres. act. inf.] as along as the bridegroom is [pres. ind.] with them.  But the days will come [fut. dep. ind.] when the bridegroom will be taken away [aor. pass. subj.] from them, and at that time they will fast [fut. act. ind.].—9:15
i) The concept of the Bridegroom is found in Psalm 45:11-16, Isaiah 62:4-5, & Hosea 2:20.  John the Baptist had already referred to Jesus as the Bridegroom in John 3:29.

ii) This is Jesus’ first hint in this book at his being taken away from his friends.

iii) NB: When there is no reason to mourn, there is no reason to fast.  The joy of Jesus and His disciples at Matthew’s feast is incompatible with the insincere, superficial, and hypocritical fasting practiced by the Pharisees and some of John’s disciples.
b) An illustration from sewing—Now, no one puts [pres. act. ind.] a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment, because the patch pulls away [pres. act. ind.] from the garment and the tear becomes [pres. dep. ind.] worse.—9:16
i) The unprepared patch will respond differently than the older garment.  The new patch needs to be adjusted to fit the conditions of the old garment.
ii) In this illustration only the garment is ruined.

iii) NB: Jesus is not advocating a reformed Pharisee approach to life, nor a reformed rabbit teaching, nor simply a “new and improved” old system of life.  He was bringing teaching and activity that was radically different.  His was an entirely different way of believing, thinking, and living.
c) An illustration from wine—Nor do they put [pres. act. ind.] new wine into old wineskins, otherwise indeed the wineskins are burst [pres. pass. ind.], the wine is spilled [pres. pass. ind.], and the wineskins will be ruined [fut. mid. ind.].  But they put [pres. act. ind.] new wine into fresh wineskins and both are preserved [pres. pass. ind.].”—9:17
i) In this parable, both the container and the contents are ruined.
ii) NB: “both are preserved” refers to the new revelation, the new structure, the new forms of religious expression, the new covenantal relationships, etc. Jesus has been teaching about.
3) Summary and applications

a) The kingdom Jesus was offering these people was new both in time and kind.  The old dispensation had worn out and was not capable of containing the new teachings of His kingdom.
b) The pharisaical, legalistic, external, self-righteous system of traditional Judaism could neither connect with nor contain the ministry and message of Christ.

c) Whenever you attempt to combine Jesus with something or someone else, you end up ruining both.

Matthew 9:18-34

Demonstrations of mercy and power

1) Restoring two unclean women (one dead and one bleeding)—9:18-26

a) The death of the young girl and the request of her father—9:18-19 [vocal & visible faith]
i) When He was speaking [pres. act. ptc.] these things, behold [aor. act. impv.], one ruler came [aor. act. ptc.], was bowing down [imperf. act. ind.] to him, saying [pres. act. ptc.] that, “My daughter has just died [aor. act. ind.], but when you have come [aor. act. ptc.], lay [aor. act. impv.] your hands on her, and she will live [fut. dep. ind.].”  19 And having arisen [aor. pass. ptc.], Jesus followed [aor. act. ind.] him as did his disciples also.

ii) Matthew omits his name, while Mark and Luke identify him as Jairus, a chief ruler of the synagogue (Mark 5:22).  Thus he was influential, and probably wealthy.
iii) Luke tells us this was Jairus’ only daughter, who was about 12 years old (Luke 8:42).

b) The healing of an unclean woman—9:20-22  [silent, yet visible faith]
i) And behold [aor. act. impv.], a woman who had a flow of blood [pres. act. ptc.] for twelve years came [aor. act. ptc.] from behind and touched [aor. dep. ind.] the edge of his garment, 21 because she was saying [imperf. act. ind.] within herself, “If I may only touch [aor. mid. subj.] his garment, I will be made well [fut. pass. ind.].”  22 Now when Jesus had turned around [aor. pass. ptc.] and looked [aor. act. ptc.] at her, he said [aor. act. ind.], “Take courage [pres. act. impv.], daughter!  Your faith has made you well [perf. act. ind.].”  And the woman was made well [aor. pass. ind.] from that hour.

ii) Mark records her lack of success with physicians (Mark 5:26).  This was a chronic, unmanageable problem.
iii) How this miracle must have encouraged Jairus on the way to his home!

c) The raising of the dead young girl—9:23-26 [vocal and visible lack of faith]
i) And when Jesus came [aor. act. ptc.] into the house of the ruler, and saw [aor. act. ptc.] the flute players and the crowd making a commotion [pres. pass. ptc.], 24 he said [pres. act. ind.] to them, “Withdraw [pres. act. impv.]!  Because the young girl has not died [aor. act. ind.], but is sleeping [pres. act. ind.].”  And they were ridiculing [imperf. act. ind.] him.  25 But, when the crowd was put out [aor. pass. ind.], having gone in [aor. act. ptc.], he took [aor. act. ind.] her by the hand and the young girl arose [aor. pass. ind.], 26 and the report of this went out [aor. act. ind.] into all that land.

ii) Luke, the physician, states that her spirit returned to her (Luke 8:55).  She was truly dead.
(1) This was the second time Jesus had raised someone from the dead.  Remember the widow in Nain who had lost her only son (Luke 7:11-17).

2) Restoring two blind men—9:27-31 [vocal & visible faith]
a) And while Jesus was departing [pres. act. ptc.] from there, two blind men followed [aor. act. ind.] him, crying out [pres. act. ptc.] and saying [pres. act. ptc.], “Have mercy [aor. act. impv.] on us, Son of David.”  28 Now when he had come [aor. act. ptc.] into the house, the blind men came [aor. act. ind.] to him.  And Jesus said [pres. act. ind.] to them, “Believe [pres. act. impv.] that I am able [pres. dep. ind.] to do [aor. act. inf.] this.”  They said [pres. act. ind.] to him, “Yes, Lord.”  29 Then he touched [aor. dep. ind.] their eyes, while saying [pres. act. ptc.], “According to yourpl faith, let it happen [aor. pass. impv.] to youpl.”  30 And their eyes were opened [aor. pass. ind.].  And Jesus sternly admonished [aor. dep. ind.], saying [pres. act. ptc.], “See [pres. act. impv.] that no one knows [pres. act. impv.].”  31 But when they had departed [aor. act. ptc.], they spread the report [aor. act. ind.] about him in all that country.

b) This is the first time Jesus is called “Son of David” in this book.  Six more will follow.

i) There seems to be a growing awareness of Jesus’ ancestry, making the question of his being the Messiah legitimate.

c) The healing was not in proportion to their faith [i.e. 50% faith = 50% sight restored], but rather in line with their faith.

i) They had the right knowledge of Christ—Son of David
ii) They had the right attitude toward Christ—have mercy on us
d) Touching these men was an act of kindest sympathy.
e) Jesus warns them not to tell others because Jesus is attempting to avoid publicity.

3) Restoring a mute demon-possessed man and accusations from the Pharisees—9:32-34 [silent yet visible faith alongside a vocal and visible lack of faith]
a) Now, as they were going out [pres. dep. ptc.], behold [aor. act. impv.], they brought [aor. act. ind.] to him a man, mute and demon-possessed [pres. dep. ptc.].  33 And when the demon had been cast out [aor. pass. ptc.], the mute spoke [aor. act .ind.] and the crowds marveled [aor. act. ind.], saying [pres. act. ptc.], “Never has it been seen [aor. pass. ind.] like this in Israel.”  34 But the Pharisees were saying [imperf. act. ind.], “By the ruler of the demons he is casting out [pres. act. ind.] the demons.”
b) The Pharisees cannot deny the reality of this miracle.  They can only resort to ongoing lies (note the imperfect).  They had already made a similar accusation and had officially rejected Christ (Matthew 12:22-50).
4) Summary and applications

a) Jesus is accessible to those who come acknowledging their deep need & in genuine faith.

b) Jesus is impartial to all who come acknowledging their deep need & in genuine faith.

c) Jesus is merciful to all who come acknowledging their deep need & in genuine faith.

d) Jesus is powerful to meet the needs of all who come acknowledging their deep need & in genuine faith.

e) Jesus calls us to trust him.  Note that all in need of restoration sought Jesus.
i) Jairus’ faith is what brought restoration.

ii) The woman’s faith (not her touch) is what brought restoration.

iii) The blind men’s faith is what brought restoration.

iv) The faith of those who brought the mute is what brought restoration.

f) Your response to his mercy and power indicates your relationship with His Father.

i) Genuine faith is always directed to God and is an expression of a genuine need.

ii) False faith refuses to acknowledge one’s deep need of Christ.

Matthew 9:35-10:5a
Compassion and Calling
Introduction:  In between last week’s passage and this week’s passage the event described in Matthew 13:54-58 and Mark 6:1-6a takes place.  What we see this week is the fifth and final phase of calling the 12 to be apostles.  To review, phase one was in John 1:35-51; phase two was in Matthew 4:18-22; phase three took place in Luke 5:1-11; phase four in Mark 3:13-19 and Luke 6:12-16.  The chosen are now sent out by twos during Jesus’ third and last tour of Galilee, approximately 1 ½ years before His death.  The religious and official opposition to Jesus has already been clearly stated in Matthew 12-13.  Jesus has been shifting his focus from presenting himself as Messiah to preparing his disciples for his impending death.

1) The need for workers—9:35-38

a) And Jesus was going [imperf. act. ind.] about all the cities and villages,—9:35
· Josephus counted just over 200 towns in the 2,800 sq. miles of Galilee at this time.  Estimates range between 2-3 million inhabitants at this time.
i) Teaching [pres. act. ptc.] in their synagogues
ii) And preaching [pres. act. ptc.] the good news of the kingdom
iii) And healing [pres. act. ptc.] every sickness and weakness among the people.

(1) “Every” refers to every kind of illness, not each and every sick person
b) Now, when he saw [aor. act. ptc.] the crowds, he was moved with compassion [aor. dep. ind.] concerning them,
· How unlike Hinduism or Islam that shows no compassion at all.  The supreme attributes of the Greek gods and goddesses was apathy.
i) Why?

(1) Specifically

(a) because they were [imperf. ind.] harassed [perf. pass. ptc.] and
(b) Because they were cast down [perf. pass. ptc.],

(2) Generally—like sheep not having [pres. act. ptc.] a shepherd.—9:36

(a) They were mishandled and lying helpless, which conditions are due mainly to the lack of compassionate leadership.

(b) Compare with Ezekiel 34 and Jeremiah 50:6
c) Then he said [pres. act. ind.] to his disciples,
i) The situation—“On the one hand the harvest is great, but on the other hand the workers are few!—9:37
(1) The crop is ripe.  The time of judgment is nearby.  The sheep are scattered. Workers are needed!

ii) The solution—Therefore, ask [aor. dep. impv.] the Lord of the harvest so that he may send out [aor. act. subj.] workers into his harvest.”—9:38
(1) Notice Jesus does not ask for volunteers because of the great harvest.  He commands them to pray, not go into the harvest!
(2) The need does not constitute the call.  Workers should not go until they are prepared and sent.
2) The calling of the workers—10:1-5a

a) And when he had called [aor. dep. ptc.] his twelve disciples to himself,

i) They undergo a significant change from observers to participants

b) he gave [aor. act. ind.] them authority
i) over unclean spirits to cast them out [pres. act. inf.],

ii) and to heal [pres. act. inf.] every kind of sickness and every weakness.

c) Now, the names of the twelve apostles are [pres. ind.] these:—10:2-4 [note the 6 pairs]
· The 12 are always listed in the same 3 groups of 4 men, with the same man always at the head of each group of 4.
i) first, Simon (who is called [pres. pass. ptc.] Peter); and Andrew (his brother);
ii) Jacob/James (of Zebedee); and John (his brother);

iii) 3 Philip and Bartholomew [son of Ptolemy or Nathaniel];
iv) Thomas and Matthew (the tax collector);

v) Jacob/James (of Alphaeus) and Lebbaeus (who is called Thaddaeus)[also called Judas, the brother of James];

vi) 4 Simon (the Cananaean), and Judas Iscariot (who also betrayed [aor. act. ptc.] him).

d) These twelve Jesus sent out [aor. act. ind.]—10:5a
i) The verb and noun form of “apostle” are both used in these verses.  The term emphasizes one sent out with the personal authority and as a representative of the one sending.
3) Summary and applications

a) Jesus’ compassion intensified as He was ministering to others; so will ours.
b) Jesus recognized that the situation demanded a God-centered solution; so should we.
i) The harvest is great, but don’t despair.  Pray!!

c) Jesus acknowledged that the harvest belonged to the “Lord of the harvest,” His father; so should we.
i) It was neither His own harvest nor the harvest of his apostles.

d) Jesus was directly involved in answering the prayers offered by the disciples.

i) The prayer of the disciples was answered by His choosing the apostles.

e) Jesus sent these men out in pairs, recognizing the importance of team ministry.

Matthew 10:5-11:1

Instructions for the Twelve

Introduction:  There seems to be a 2-fold purpose: concern for the lost and equipping the 12.

1) Jesus identified the sphere of their work—10:5-8  These twelve Jesus sent out [aor. act. ind.], having commanded [aor. act. ptc.] (authoritatively) them, saying [pres. act. ptc.]—10:5-6
a) Sphere of audience (restricted)
i) “Do not go [aor. act. subj.] into the way of the peoples, (Gentiles; north of Galilee)
ii) and do not enter [aor. act. subj.] into a city of the Samaritans. (half-Jews; south of Galilee)
iii) But go [pres. dep. impv.] rather to the ruined [perf. act. ptc.] sheep of the house of Israel.  Those described in Matthew 9:36

b) Sphere of activity (restricted)—Now, while youpl are going [pres. dep. ptc.]—10:7-8a
i) An unmistakable message—Be proclaiming [pres. act. impv.], saying [pres. act. ptc.] that, ‘the kingdom of heaven has drawn near [perf. act. ind.].’
(1) The same message as John the Baptist and Jesus himself.  Even after the Jesus had officially rejected the King!  What grace toward the Jews!

ii) Unmistakable, authenticating miracles

(1) Be healing [pres. act. impv.] the weak [pres. act. ptc.],

(2) [Be raising [pres. act. impv.] the dead] only in CT

(3) Be cleansing [pres. act. impv.] the lepers,
(4) Be casting out [pres. act. impv.] demons.

c) Sphere of attitude (unrestricted)

i) Youpl received [aor. act. ind.] freely—be giving [aor. act. impv.] freely.—10:8b
(1) Do these things without receiving pay for them.

2) Jesus identfied the provisions for their work—10:9-15

a) Do not acquire [aor. dep. subj.] gold or silver or copper in yourpl money belts, 10 nor a pouch for yourpl journey, nor two tunics nor sandals, nor staffs; because a worker is [pres. ind.] worthy of his food.—10:9-10
b) People who will receive you—And whatever city or village youpl may enter [aor. act. subj.], inquire [aor. act. impv.] who in it is [pres. ind.] worthy, and remain [aor. act. impv.] there until youpl may depart [aor. act. subj.].  12 And when you enter [pres. dep. ptc.] into the house, greet [aor. dep. impv.] it.—10:11-12
i) And if, on the one hand, the house is [pres. subj.] worthy, let yourpl peace come [aor. act. impv.] upon it.—10:13a
ii) But if, on the other hand, it is [pres. subj.] not worthy, let yourpl peace return [aor. pass. impv.] to youpl.—10:13b
c) People who will reject you—And whoever may not welcome [aor. dep. subj.] youpl or hear [aor. act. subj.] yourpl words, while youpl are departing [pres. dep. ptc.] from that house or city, shake off [aor. act. impv.] the dust from yourpl feet.  15 Certainly, I am saying [pres. act. ind.] to youpl, it will be [fut. ind.] more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for that city.—10:14-15
3) Jesus identified the dangers of their work—10:16-25 Behold [aor. act. impv.], I am sending [pres. act. ind.] youpl out as sheep in the midst of wolves.
a) Therefore…
i) become [pres. dep. impv.] sensible as the serpents and innocent as the doves.—10:16
ii) And beware [pres. act. impv.] of people, because…
(1) Religious persecution first

(a) they will deliver [fur. act. ind.] youpl to the sanhedrins and…
(b) they will scourge [fut. act. ind.] youpl in the synagogues.
(2) Political persecution second

(a) And youpl will be brought [fut. pass. ind.] before governors and kings because of me, as a witness to them and to the peoples.—10:17-18
iii) But when (not “if”) they deliver [pres. act. subj.] youpl up,…
(1) do not be concerned [aor. act. subj.] about how or what youpl should say [aor. act. subj.], because it will be given [fut. pass. ind.] to youpl in that hour what youpl should say [fut. act. ind.], 20 because it is [pres. ind.] not youpl who is speaking [pres. act. ptc.] but the Spirit of yourpl father who is speaking [pres. act. ptc.] in youpl.—10:19-20
b) Now, brother will deliver up [fut. act. ind.] brother to death, and a father his child; and children will rise up against [fut. dep. ind.] parents and put them to death [fut. act. ind.].  22 And youpl will be [fut. ind.] hated [pres. pass. ptc.] by all because of my name, but the one who endures [aor. act. ptc.] to the end will be saved [fut. pass. ind.].—10:21-22
i) 23 Whenever they persecute [pres. act. subj.] youpl in this city, flee [pres. act. impv.] to another; because certainly, I am saying [pres. act. ind.] to youpl, youpl will in no way complete [aor. act. subj.] the cities of Israel until the son of man comes [aor. act. subj.].

c) A disciple is [pres. ind.] not above his teacher, nor a bondservant about his master.  25 It is sufficient for a disciple to become [aor. dep. subj.] like his teacher, and a bondservant as his master.  If they have called [aor. act. ind.] the master of the house “Beelzebul,” how much more the members of his house!—10:24-25
4) Jesus identified the necessary attitude in their work—10:26-39

a) Toward God the Father—10:26-33 (Fear God, not people)
i) Therefore, do not fear [aor. dep. impv.] them, because there is [pres. ind.] nothing covered [perf. pass. ptc.] that will not be uncovered [fut. pass. ind.], and concealed that will not be made known [fut. pass. ind.].—10:26
(1) Whatever I am telling [pres. act. ind.] youpl in the darkness, speak [aor. act. impv.] in the light; and whatever youpl hear [pres. act. ind.] in the ear, proclaim [aor. act. impv.] on the housetops.—10:27
ii) And do not fear [pres. dep. impv.] those who kill [pres. act. ptc.] the body but are not able [pres. dep. ptc.] to kill [aor. act. inf.] the soul.  But rather fear [aor. pass. impv.] him who is able [pres. dep. ptc.] to destroy [aor. act. inf.] both the soul and the body in Gehenna.—10:28
iii) Are not two sparrows sold [pres. pass. ind.] for a copper coin?  And not one of them will fall [fut. dep. ind.] to the ground apart from yourpl father.  30 But the very hairs of your head are [pres. ind.] all numbered [perf. pass. ptc.].  31 Therefore, do not fear [aor. pass. impv.]; you are of more value [pres. act. ind.] than many sparrows.—10:29-31
iv) Therefore, everyone who will acknowledge [fut. act. ind.] me before people, I will also acknowledge [fut. act. ind.] him before my father who is in heaven.  33 But whoever repudiates [aor. dep. subj.] me before people, I will also repudiate [fut. dep. ind.] him before my father who is in heaven.—10:32-33
(1) Words directed to Judas?

b) Toward God the Son—10:34-39
i) Do not assume [aor. act. subj.] that I came [aor. act. ind.] to bring [aor. act. inf.] peace on the earth.  I did not come [aor. act. ind.] to bring [aor. act. inf.] peace but a sword—10:34
(1) because I came [aor. act. ind.] to divide [aor. act. inf.] a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law, 36 and a man’s enemies will be the members of his household.—10:35-36
ii) The one characterized by loving [pres. act. ptc.] father or mother more than me is [pres. ind.] not worthy of me; and the one characterized by loving [pres. act. ptc.] son or daughter more than me is [pres. ind.] not worthy of me;—10:37
iii) and he who is not taking [pres. act. ind.] his cross and following [pres. act. ind.] after me is [pres. ind.] not worthy of me.—10:38
(1) Words directed to Judas again?

iv) The one who finds [aor. act. ptc.] his life will lose [fut. act. ind.] it,

(1) and the one who loses [aor. act. ptc.] his life because of me will find [fut. act. ind.] it.—10:39
5) Jesus identified the reward for responding to their work—10:40-42
a) The one characterized by welcoming [pres. dep. ptc.] youpl welcomes [pres. dep. ind.] me, and the characterized by welcoming [pres. dep. ptc.] me welcomes [pres. dep. ind.] him who sent [aor. act. ptc.] me.—10:40
i) The one characterized by welcoming [pres. dep. ptc.] a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive [fut. dep. ind.] a prophet’s reward.—10:41a
ii) And the one characterized by welcoming [pres. dep. ptc.] a righteous man in the name of a righteous man will receive [fut. dep. ind.] a righteous man’s reward.—10:41b
iii) And whoever gives one of these little ones only a cup of cold water to drink [aor. act. subj.] in the name of a disciple, certainly, I am saying [pres. act. ind.] to youpl, he shall not in any way lose [aor. act. subj.] his reward.”—10:42
b) Some will listen, but apparently not many.

6) And it came about [aor. dep. ind.] that when Jesus had finished [aor. act. ind.] commanding [pres. act. ptc.] his twelve disciples that he departed [aor. act. ind.] from there…

a) to teach [pres. act. inf.] and… to proclaim [pres. act. inf.] in their cities.

7) Summary and applications
a) The grace of Christ is observed in his restriction of the 12.  Don’t be creative.
b) The grace of Christ is observed in his warning of the 12.  Don’t be naïve.

c) The grace of Christ is observed in his challenging of the 12.  Don’t be self-centered.

d) The grace of Christ is observed in his encouragement of the 12.  Don’t be discouraged.
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