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Matthew 4:12-17
The first summary of the King’s early ministry

Introduction:  From this passage through Matthew 18, Matthew records Jesus’ ministry in northern Israel (Galilee).  This is where the majority of Jews lived.

1) Note the timing—Now when Jesus heard [aor. act. ptc.] that John had been handed over [aor. pass. ind.], he departed [aor. act. ind.] into Galilee.—4:12

a) Matthew skips the material covered in John 1:19-4:4, essentially a whole year.

i) The first 6 disciples follow on a trial basis, he does his first miracle in Cana of Galilee, he attends a Passover in Jerusalem.

b) John was arrested by Herod Antipas, a son of Herod the Great
c) Jesus leaves Judea for Galilee.  He passes through Samaria and deals with the woman at the well and others of that region (John 4:5-45).
2) Note the location—And having left [aor. act. ptc.] Nazareth, he came [aor. act. ptc.] and settled in [aor. act. ind.] Capernaum which is by the sea, in the regions of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14 that it might be fulfilled [aor. pass. subj.] what was spoken [aor. pass. ptc.] through Isaiah the prophet, saying [pres. act. ptc.]—4:13-14

· Note that God is the speaker, and Isaiah the mouthpiece.

a) “The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, by the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—16 The people sitting [pres. dep. ptc.] in darkness have seen [aor. act. ind.] a great light and those sitting [pres. dep. ptc.] in region and shadow of death upon them a light has risen [aor. act. ind.].”—4:15-16
i) This quote is taken from Isaiah 9:1-2, where it refers to deliverance from the Assyrians.  Matthew, under the superintendence of the Holy Spirit, applies it to Jesus.

ii) This refers to the west side of the Sea of Galilee.  One person has said, “Judea was on the way to nowhere, while Galilee was on the way to everywhere.”

iii) The Jews considered the possibility of a Galilean Messiah as ridiculous (John 7:41).

b) Jesus has left Nazareth because he was rejected by them—Luke 4:16-31

c) Capernaum was one of the centers of political and commercial life in Galilee.  Many Gentiles lived there.  It becomes the center for Jesus’ ministry, as noted in Matthew 9:1
3) Note the message—From that time Jesus began [aor. dep. ind.] to publicly proclaim [pres. act. inf.] and to say [pres. act. inf.], “Repent [pres. act. impv.], because the kingdom of heaven has drawn near [perf. act. ind.].”—4:17
a) Once the temptation was over and John, who was the king’s forerunner, was removed from public view, Jesus comes on the scene with the same message as John the Baptizer (3:2).  Remember that Matthew has skipped one year of Jesus’ ministry.
b) Jesus’ method was preaching/publicly proclaiming

i) Preaching is not the suggestion of possibilities, but the proclamation of certainties.

c) Jesus’ message was essentially one concept—repent
i) Spiritual preparation for the kingdom is essential.
d) The reason behind such a message was simple—the kingdom of heaven has drawn near

i) The kingdom being presented is a genuine, earthly kingdom.
4) Summary and applications

a) Jesus lived deliberately—so should we.  He did not act on a whim.
i) He left Judea because he was too popular—John 4:1-3

ii) He left Nazareth because they wanted to kill him—Luke 4:16-31

b) Jesus reached out to the unacceptable portion of his culture (Gentiles)—so should we

i) Remember 1st Corinthians 1:26-29

c) Jesus communicated clearly the high standards for entrance into his kingdom—so should we

i) Repentance is a crucial part of the Gospel message.
ii) Don’t yield to the temptation to compromise the Truth for the sake of more results or popularity.

Matthew 4:18-22
The King makes the call
1) Now, while walking [pres. act. ptc.] by the Sea of Galilee,
· Remember the timing of this second call:

a) This takes place several months after they had first followed Jesus in his early Judean ministry described in John 1-4.

b) They had already followed Jesus for a short time—John 1:35-51

i) The 1st phase of the call—John 1:35-51

ii) The 2nd phase of the call—Matthew 4:18-22

iii) The 3rd phase of the call—Luke 5:1-11

iv) The 4th phase of the call—Mark 3:13-19
v) The 5th phase of the call—Matthew 10:1-

c) They had already been classified as “his disciples”—John 2:2

d) They had already observed his first miracle in Cana of Galilee—John 2:1-11

e) They had already observed him dealing with the woman at the well—John 4:1-45
f) They had already observed him heal the son of a nobleman in Cana—John 4:46-54

2) He saw [aor. act. ind.] two brothers, Simon (the one called [pres. pass. ptc.] Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting [pres. act. ptc.] a net into the sea, because they were [imperf. ind.] fishermen.
· NB, they are actively engaged (casting a net) in the family fishing business.  Josephus reported nearly 250 fishing boats were regularly on the Sea
a) 19 And he said [pres. act. ind.] to them, “Follow [impv.] me, and I will make [fut. act. ind.] youpl fishers of men.”
i) NB, his authority to make the call into their life
ii) NB, his promise to make a change in their life
b) Their response to the King—20 Now, they immediately left [aor. act. ptc.] the fishing nets and followed [aor. act. ind.] him.

3) And having gone [aor. act. ptc.] from there, he saw [aor. act. ind.] two other brothers, Jacob/James of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending [pres. act. ptc.] their nets—4:21-22
· NB, they too are actively engaged (mending) in the family fishing business
a) And he called [aor. act. ind.] them
b) Their response to the King—22 and they immediately left [aor. act. ptc.] the boat and their father, following [aor. act. ind.] him.
c) This call was not a call to initial discipleship.  They were already disciples.  This was a specific call to a specific ministry for the Master.

4) It is significant to note that we find these same men back fishing in a short time (Luke 5:1-11)

a) They went back to where they were comfortable and familiar with—5:1

i) Don’t we all face this same temptation?

b) They went back to what they were experienced in and had been trained in—5:2

i) Isn’t this a habit for each of us?

c) They went back, apparently knowing it was sinful to do so—5:8

i) Have you ever done the same?

d) They went back, apparently because of fear of fishing for men—5:10

i) Being rejected by people is worse than being skunked when you’re out trying to catch fish!

e) They went back, but this time they forsook everything and followed him—5:11

5) Summary and applications

a) Jesus is patient with his disciples
i) Luke 5:1-11 is the third phase of the call.

b) Jesus is merciful with his disciples

i) Catching all those fish would be a huge boost to their business, even if they had been disobedient and fearful.

ii) It would help Zebedee when his sons were absent.

c) It is worth forsaking everything else to follow Jesus.  He is the treasure.  Everything else is trash.
Matthew 4:23-25

The second summary of the King’s early ministry

1) What was the King doing among the Jews?—4:23  And Jesus was going around [imperf. act. ind.] all Galilee
a) What were his specific activities?  [NB the Jewish emphasis]
i) Teaching [pres. act. ptc.] in their synagogues—Jewish meeting place
ii) And publicly proclaiming [pres. act. ptc.] the good news of the kingdom—Jewish message
iii) And healing [pres. act. ptc.] every (chronic) disease and every (occasional) sickness in the people.—Jewish people
(1) The demon possessed man in the Capernaum synagogue—Mk. 1:21-28
(2) Peter’s mother-in-law in Capernaum—Matthew 8:14-17
b) Who were his specific companions on his first tour of Galilee?

i) The two pairs of brothers just mentioned

2) What was the response to the King’s early ministry?—4:24-25

a) Among the Gentiles—And his fame spread [aor. act. ind.] throughout all Syria,
i) And they brought [aor. act. ind.] to him (Jesus had a moving hospital of patients!)
(1) All who had [pres. act. ptc.] it bad with various (variegated) diseases
(2) And gripped by [pres. pass. ptc.] torments
(3) And being demonized [pres. dep. ptc.]

(4) And having seizures [pres. dep. ptc.]

(5) And paralytics
ii) And he healed [aor. act. ind.] them.

(1) He had healed Jewish people earlier in 4:23

b) Among both Jews and Gentiles—And great crowds (note the plural) followed [aor. act. ind.] him from…
i) Their locations

(1) Galilee—N and NW of the Sea of Galilee
(2) And Decapolis—E of the Jordan River
(3) And Jerusalem—the capital
(4) And Judea—the region around Jerusalem
(5) And beyond the Jordan—east of the Jordan River
ii) A great crowd by itself does not indicate genuine faith (8:1; 12:15; 13:2; 15:30; 19:2; 20:29; 26:47)

3) Summary and applications

a) The distinctive features of this first Galilean ministry are that the public is fascinated with him and anticipate much more from him.  He does numerous miracles for them.

b) Jesus demonstrates courage and wisdom by teaching & proclaiming his message.

c) Jesus demonstrates unbiased compassion by healing both Jews & Gentiles.

d) Jesus demonstrates complete power by healing every disease presented to him.

e) Jesus knows that shallow responses are not genuine responses.
i) Next week we will see what a genuine response to the King really looks like as we study what are often called the Beatitudes.
Matthew 5:1-12
The First Specific Teaching by the King

Introduction:  I begin this study of the Sermon on the Mount with hesitancy, for many others have addressed this teaching of the Master with more skill and clarity than I.  James Montgomery Boice took 44 teaching sessions, D. Martin Lloyd-Jones took 60, John Calvin addressed it with nearly 30 sermons, and John MacArthur took 32.


This teaching by Christ addresses the shallow nature of most religion.  He teaches in a deliberate sequence of issues related to genuine righteousness.  These beatitudes illustrate the character of every true follower of Jesus Christ.  These are absolute requirements for each and every citizen of the kingdom of heaven.

By teaching as he does, Jesus confronts the Pharisees (Go back to the Law!), the Sadducees (Go ahead of the Law!), the Essences (Go away from us!), and the Zealots (Go against authority, especially Roman authority).

1) The setting of the teaching—5:1-2

a) Now having seen [aor. act. ptc.] the crowds, he went up [aor. act. ind.] toward the mountain,

i) This seems to be the same as the passage in Luke 6.
b) And having sat down [aor. act. ptc.], his disciples came to [aor. act. ind.] him,

i) This was typical teaching posture for a rabbi.
ii) To teach standing up was informal and unofficial.  To teach sitting down was authoritative and official.

c) And having opened [aor. act. ptc.] his mouth, he kept on teaching [imperf. act. ind.] them, saying [pres. act. ptc.],
i) These things [opening his mouth…teaching…saying] seem obvious to us, but this was a good Jewish was of saying this.
ii) Jesus teaches primarily to the true disciples but also to the crowds

(1) Note the warnings in 7:21-29

2) The essence of the teaching—5:3-12  The character of kingdom citizens
· This is what genuine repentance looks like!  These traits stand in sharp contrast to the Pharisees and Sadducees.
a) Privileged are the destitute in spirit, because theirs is [pres. ind.] the kingdom of heaven.—5:3
i) The world emphasizes self-confidence, self-expression, self-assurance, self-worth, and a host of other matters of self-focus.

ii) These are those who recognize they have no spiritual advantage or resources of their own.  They readily recognize they are spiritually worthless and bankrupt before God.  They are those who shrink and cower in fear before a holy God.
b) Privileged are the ones who are mourning [pres. act. ptc.], because they will be comforted [fut. pass. ind.].—5:4
i) The world say, “Don’t worry; be happy!”  Have a positive attitude.
ii) This naturally follows being destitute in spirit.  The mourning is not simply a one time act but a way of life.  Those who recognize the sinfulness of their own sin plus the sins of others, and have the appropriate spiritual and emotional response to it.
c) Privileged are the gentle, because they will inherit [fut. act. ind.] the earth.—5:5
i) The world urges us on to aggressive and self-accomplishment.

ii) Those who humbly recognize their place as sinners among sinners.  This is the opposite of self-assertiveness and self-interest.  It includes a teachable spirit.
d) Privileged are the ones who are hungering [pres. act. ptc.] and thirsting [pres. act. ptc.] for the righteousness, because they will be satisfied [fut. pass. ind.].—5:6
i) Those who openly recognize their lack of righteousness but be characterized by a ongoing desire for it.  This person views righteousness not simply as an option.
ii) They must desire a specific righteousness that is pleasing to God.

(1) Too many are satisfied with their personal definition of righteousness.

e) Privileged are the merciful because they will be shown mercy [fut. pass. ind.].—5:7
i) Those who recognize that others are sinful as well, and respond to those in spiritual misery with compassion and pity, rather than condemnation.
f) Privileged are the pure in heart, because they will see [fut. dep. ind.] God.—5:8
i) Those who recognize that purity must first and foremost be an internal matter before it is external (as the Pharisees).  One can be externally pure with being internally pure.
g) Privileged are the peacemakers, because they will be called [fut. pass. ind.] “sons of God.”—5:9
i) Those who endeavor to help other sinners reconcile their disagreements, rather than encourage division.
h) Privileged are the ones who are being persecuted [perf. pass. ptc.] on account of righteousness, because theirs is [pres. ind.] the kingdom of heaven.—5:10
· Those whose righteousness is obvious to others and receives a harmful response from the observers of that righteousness.  Reflecting Christlikeness will result in hatred from the world and professing believers.

i) Privileged are [pres. ind.] youpl whenever they insult [aor. act. subj.] youpl and persecute [aor. act. subj.] and say [aor. act. subj.] all kinds of evil against youpl falsely [pres. dep. ptc.] on account of me.—5:11
(1) Linked to the previous one.
(2) Note the shift to “you.”  Jesus is driving home his point that following him is costly.

ii) Rejoice [pres. act. impv.] and be exceedingly glad [pres. dep. impv.], because great is yourpl reward in heaven, because in this way they persecuted [aor. act. ind.] the prophets before youpl.—5:12

3) Summary and applications

a) You can not become a Christian by doing these things, but at the same time you can not be a believer without having these traits in your life.  They are evidence of genuine repentance and faith.
i) These traits are not possible by human effort, nor are you born with these traits; they come solely by God’s grace.
b) If you recognize that these are impossible for you to fulfill, good!  Turn to Christ in genuine repentance and let him transform you into this person who has God’s approval.
Matthew 5:3-4
Introduction:  The events between Matthew 4:23-25 and 5:1 include the following:  the 2nd call of the four (Luke 5:1-11), healing a leper (Matthew 8:2-4), forgiving and healing a paralyzed man (Matthew 9:1-8), the calling of Matthew (Matthew 9:9-13), a short teaching on changed conditions with Messiah present (Matthew 9:14-17), healing a blind man & the Sabbath controversy (John 5:1-47), the controversy over picking grain on the Sabbath (Mathew 12:1-8), healing a man’s withered hand on the Sabbath (Matthew 12:9-14), and choosing the 12 apostles (Mark 3:13-19).

1) Privileged are the destitute in spirit, because theirs is [pres. ind.] the kingdom of heaven.—5:3
a) The pronouncement of a privilege—Privileged (enviable) are the destitute in spirit
i) “Blessed” (privileged, enviable) also includes the concept of being inwardly content in spite of the circumstances.

ii) Wrong concepts

(1) This is not referring to financial poverty, but spiritual poverty.

(2) The world emphasizes self-confidence, self-reliance, self-expression, self-assurance, self-sufficiency, self-worth, and a host of other matters of self-focus.

iii) Right concepts

(1) Three main words for poverty in Greek NT.  The 3rd is used here.
(a) Penhj—one who has a few possessions and must work hard to support himself

(b) Endehj—one who is impoverished or needy at a specific time—Acts 4:34

(c) Ptwcoj—one who is in a beggarly state, totally dependent on others for support

(2) These are those who have a lack of pride, self-assurance, and self-reliance.  They readily recognize they are spiritually worthless and bankrupt before God.  Like the beggar who crouches and does not raise his head, but simply extends his empty hand, so these are they who shrink and cower in fear before a holy God, totally dependent on His grace and mercy.

iv) Illustrated

(1) Christ became ptwcoj for our sake—2nd Corinthians 8:9

(2) Christ ministered those who were ptwcoj—Luke 4:18; Matthew 11:5

b) The pronouncement of a promise—because theirs is [pres. ind.] the kingdom of heaven.
· The phrase “kingdom of heaven” is found only in the book of Matthew.
i) Poverty of spirit is a prerequisite for immediate entrance into this kingdom.
2) Privileged are the ones who are mourning [pres. act. ptc.], because they will be comforted [fut. pass. ind.].—5:4

a) The pronouncement of a privilege—Privileged (enviable) are the ones who are mourning [pres. act. ptc.],

i) Wrong concepts

(1) People mourn for a variety of reasons, including…bereavement, alienation from others, poverty, illness, disrespect, disappointment, etc.

(2) The world say, “Don’t worry; be happy!  Have a positive attitude.”  The world says the road to happiness lies in accumulating, educating, entertaining, etc.  The world says avoid grief and mourning, it’s not healthy.  The world wants joy without the conviction of sin.  But that is impossible.
ii) Right concepts

(1) This naturally follows being destitute in spirit.  The mourning is not simply a one time act but a way of life obvious to others.  Those who recognize the holiness of God, and therefore the sinfulness of their own sin plus the sins of others, and have the appropriate spiritual and emotional response to it.

(2) This is the man who cries with Paul in Romans 7:24 “O wretched man that I am!”

(3) Jesus himself was a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief—Isaiah 53:3

(4) Jesus’ half-brother James/Jacob tells us the same thing—James 4:8-10

b) The pronouncement of a promise—because they will be comforted [fut. pass. ind.].

· Sorrow should make us look for the heart and hand of God.

i) By whom?

(1) By God the Father—2nd Corinthians 1:3-4
(2) By God the Son—Psalm 23:4; John 14:16; 2nd Corinthians 1:5-7

(3) By God the Spirit—John 14:16; 16:7

ii) When?

(1) Note the shift from the present aspect of 5:3 to the future aspect of 5:4.

(2) Two time aspects

(a) In the present

(i) Comfort in a deliverance from sin’s penalty—Ephesians 1:6-7

(ii) Comfort in a deliverance from sin’s power—Galatians 5:16

(b) In the future
(i) Comfort for Israel at the end of the Tribulation—Isaiah 61:2b; 62:1-7

(ii) Comfort in a deliverance from sin’s presence—1st John 3:2

(iii) Comfort in knowing God’s presence—Revelation 21:4

iii) Why?

3) Summary and applications

a) Pride will keep you from salvation.

i) Too many are like the blind girl who refused to admit she was blind, but simply insisted the world was permanently dark.
ii) How do you become poor in spirit?  Look at God! Read His Word, and look at Him.  The more you look at Him, the more hopeless and helpless you will feel by yourself, in and of yourself.

b) Insensitivity to sin will keep you from salvation.
i) Too many are like the children who are born without the ability to sense any pain.

ii) A person who truly faces God and himself, and examines himself and his life, is a person who must of necessity mourn for his sins, and the sins of others.

iii) He is sorrowful but not morose.  He is sorrowful but not miserable.  He is serious but not solemn.  He is soberminded but not sullen.  He is grave but not cold

Conclude with Rock of Ages (WC # 227).
Matthew 5:5-6

The Joy of the Gentle, Starving Soul

1) Privileged are the gentle/meek, because they will inherit [fut. act. ind.] the land.—5:5

a) The privilege—Privileged are the gentle
i) Wrong concepts

(1) The world urges us on to ambition, aggression, and self-accomplishment.

(2) The world urges us on to revenge and retaliation.
ii) Right concepts

(1) Meekness/gentleness is the balance between excessive anger and indifference.

(2) Meekness/gentleness is power under control, as a wild horse that has been gentled (not broken).  It was used to describe people with good manners, and not awkward in social situations.
(3) Those who humbly recognize their place as sinners among sinners.  This is the opposite of self-assertiveness and self-interest.  The meek are those who do not demand for their position, privileges, possessions, or status in life.  It includes a teachable spirit.

(4) It is trusting in God rather than in self—Psalm 37:3-7, 10-11
(5) It is reflecting the image of Christ—Matthew 11:28-29; 21:5; 1st Corinthians 10:1
b) The promise—because they will inherit [fut. act. ind.] the land
i) Not earn or conquer but inherit the land promised to Abraham.
2) Privileged are the ones who are hungering [pres. act. ptc.] and thirsting [pres. act. ptc.] for the righteousness, because they will be satisfied [fut. pass. ind.].—5:6

a) The privilege—Privileged are the ones who are hungering [pres. act. ptc.] and thirsting [pres. act. ptc.] for the righteousness,
i) Wrong concepts

(1) Too many desire happiness, fortune, fame, success, sex, etc. instead of righteousness.

(2) Too many are satisfied with their personal definition of righteousness.

(3) Too many simply want to nibble at the edges of righteousness.

ii) Right concepts

(1) Passionately—this person views righteousness as essential, not merely an option.

(a) To the starving person, nothing else has the slightest attraction or appeal; nothing else can even get his attention.

(2) Consistently—this person will keep on hungering and thirsting for righteousness—note the verb aspects
(3) Intensely—this person will hunger and thirst

(a) The meek do have desires and ambitions, but it is for righteousness, not self.

(4) Specifically—this person will desire a specific righteousness, one that is pleasing to God.  Righteousness is living a life that is in conformity to God’s will.
(a) They desire sin to be replaced with righteousness.

iii) Compare the Psalms

(1) Psalm 42:1-2; 63:1

b) The promise—because they will be satisfied [fut. pass. ind.].

i) To be satiated; stuffed completely; the opposite of being hungry; satisfaction will make us want more of what we have hungered for
ii) Jesus has already taught about being satisfied spiritually—John 4:10-14
iii) Jesus will later teach about spiritual satisfaction—John 6:35

3) Summary and application

a) Be grateful for the change God has brought about in your life if you desire meekness in your life.

i) It is necessary to receive God’s Word—James 1:21

ii) It is a reflection of true wisdom—James 3:13

iii) It is a fruit of the Spirit—Galatians 5:23

iv) It is a command to obey—Colossians 3:12; Titus 3:2

v) It is a goal to pursue—1st Timothy 6:11

b) Be grateful for the change God has brought about in your life if you desire righteousness.  Remember Romans 9:30-31.
· How can you tell if you are hungering and thirsting for the righteousness?

i) Do you see through your own false righteousness?
ii) Do you see your desperate need for deliverance from your sin?

iii) Do you avoid those things that are opposed to genuine righteousness?

iv) Do you remind yourself daily of this righteousness?

v) Are you putting yourself in the way of getting this righteousness?

(1) Church attendance, Bible reading, prayer, 

c) Four last questions:

i) Are you hungering and thirsting to be free from the penalty of sin?

ii) Are you hungering and thirsting to be free from the power of sin?

iii) Are you hungering and thirsting to be free from the pleasure of sin?

iv) Are you hungering and thirsting to be free from the presence of sin?

Matthew 5:7-8

1) Privileged are the merciful because they will be shown mercy [fut. pass. ind.].—5:7

a) The privilege—Privileged are the merciful
i) The wrong concepts

(1) The world despises mercy, emphasizing being macho instead.  The Romans despised mercy as weakness, calling it a “disease of the soul.”  To despise mercy is to glorify brutality.
(2) The world encourages “mercy killings,” which is a real contradiction of terms.

(3) The world is characterized by being unmerciful—Romans 1:31

ii) The right concepts

(1) Mercy is the active, loving response prompted by the misery and helplessness of the one on whom the love is to be showered.

(2) Those who recognize that others are sinful as well, and respond to those in spiritual misery with compassion and pity, rather than condemnation.

b) The promise—because they will be shown mercy [fut. pass. ind.]

i) Who will show mercy to the merciful?  God?  Other people? Both?

ii) We cannot earn mercy by demonstrating mercy.  If this were the case, we would never receive mercy at all.
c) We are to reflect our God who is merciful—Deuteronomy 4:31; Numbers 14:18; Psalm 103:8-18; Lamentations 3:22-23
d) Practical aspects of showing mercy
i) Spiritually

(1) Sharing God’s Word…

(a) With unbelievers
(b) Comforting believers in the hospital, encouraging the discouraged, confronting the disobedient, etc.

(2) Sharing God’s mercy by forgiving, loving, etc. those who have sinned against you

(3) Sharing God’s mercy by praying for others

ii) Materially—sharing alms (gifts), clothing, etc.

2) Privileged are the pure in heart, because they will see [fut. dep. ind.] God.—5:8

a) The privilege—Privileged are the pure in heart
i) The wrong concepts

(1) The world says purity is an outdated, irrelevant concept.

(2) The world says purity is something to be mocked and scorned.

(3) The world says only you determine the standard for purity—Proverbs 16:2; 30:12

(4) Even if one would choose purity, then it would be merely external at best.

ii) The right concepts

(1) Those who recognize that purity must first and foremost be an internal matter before it is external (as the Pharisees).  One can be externally pure with being internally pure.  Consider Luke 11:39.
(2) The pure is heart exhibit a single-minded devotion to God that stems from an internal cleansing.  They are learning freedom from the tyranny of the divided-self.  Compare Psalm 86:11.
(3) One who is pure in heart is one who has recognized the impurity of his own heart and has mourned over it with a Godward sorrow, and has humbly pursued a Godward righteousness.  He desires no impurities in his heart.
iii) God is pure—Habakkuk 1:13
iv) How can you develop a pure heart?  A legitimate question from Job 4:17; 15:14; 25:4; Proverbs 20:9
(1) Psalm 51:10—pray for it
(2) First John 3:2-3—hope in Christ

(3) Hebrews 12:14—pursue it
b) The promise—because they will see [fut. dep. ind.] God.

i) In the present
(1) John 1:18—No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him
(2) 1st John 4:12—No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God abides in us, and His love has been perfected in us
(3) 3rd John 1:11—Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, but what is good. He who does good is of God, but he who does evil has not seen God
ii) In the future

(1) Job 19:26—And after my skin is destroyed, this I know, That in my flesh I shall see God
(2) 1st John 3:2—Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is
(3) Revelation 1:7—Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen.

3) Summary and applications

a) People are born with a heart that produces evil thoughts, murder, adulteries, sexual immoralities, thefts, false witnessings, and slanders (Matthew 15:19).  Thus we are by nature unmerciful, impure people who will never see God.  Only God can change us.
b) If you do desire to show mercy and possess purity of heart, thank God for his work in your life.  If you do not, cry out to Him for forgiveness.  Remember the promise…you will see God if He purifies your heart.
Matthew 5:9-12

1) Privileged are the peacemakers, because they will be called [fut. pass. ind.] “sons of God.”—5:9

a) The privilege—Privileged are the peacemakers
i) Wrong concepts of peacemakers

(1) The world has the wrong understanding of the absence of peace
(a) The world thinks more money would help, etc.

(b) People lack peace only because of sin.

(2) The world has placed the wrong value on peace
(a) The world sometimes honors those skilled in warfare, sometimes it honors those who are peace-lovers or peace-promoters (who maintain the status quo), or else the world deflects peace to focus on economics, religion, race, social issues, family, or personal inner peace.
(3) The world has the wrong definition of peace

(a) Absence of strife at any cost or that peacemakers live trouble-free lives.

(4) The world has the wrong approach to peace

(a) Compromisers for the sake of external peace by avoiding the issues at the root of the conflict

ii) Right concepts of peacemakers

(1) Those who endeavor to help other sinners reconcile their disagreements, rather than encourage division.  Peace is a creative, aggressive force for goodness.  The person who is not willing to disturb and disrupt in God’s name cannot be a peacemaker.

b) The promise—because they will be called [fut. pass. ind.] “sons of God.”
i) They will be identified as reflecting their Father’s image, the Great Peacemaker.
c) The principle—it reflects God’s image

i) Genuine believers worship the God of peace—Romans 15:33; 16:20; Philippians 4:9; 1st Thessalonians 5:23; Hebrews 13:20

ii) Genuine believers are saved by trusting in the Prince of Peace—Isaiah 9:6

iii) Genuine believers have peace with God—Romans 5:1

iv) Genuine believers have initial peace with other believers—Ephesians 2:14-15

v) Genuine believers have the fruit of the Spirit which is peace—Galatians 5:22

d) Practical steps

i) Evangelism of unbelievers

ii) Edification (not appeasement) of believers

(1) Live in peace—Romans 12:18; 2nd Corinthians 13:11

(2) Pursue peace with all—Romans 14:19; 2nd Timothy 2:22; Hebrews 12:14; 1st Peter 3:11

(a) See ML-J commentary for additional thoughts

2) Privileged are the ones who are being persecuted [perf. pass. ptc.] on account of righteousness, because theirs is [pres. ind.] the kingdom of heaven.—5:10

a) The privilege—Privileged are the ones who are being persecuted [perf. pass. ptc.] on account of righteousness,
i) Wrong concepts of persecution

(1) Being persecuted for being obnoxious, fanatical, joining a religious-political cause, for doing wrong

ii) Right concepts of persecution

(1) Those whose righteousness is obvious to others and receives a harmful response from the observers of that righteousness.  Reflecting Christlikeness will result in hatred from the world and professing believers.  The righteous are persecuted simply because they are different.

iii) The promise—because theirs is [pres. ind.] the kingdom of heaven.

(1) NB how the first and final ones end with the same promise

(2) Persecution for righteousness’ sake is evidence of being united with Christ

(3) Persecution for righteousness’ sake is evidence of God changing us.  The righteousness we hunger and thirst for has begun to arrive in our life!

3) Further explanation of the last beatitude—Privileged are [pres. ind.] youpl whenever they insult [aor. act. subj.] youpl and persecute [aor. act. subj.] and say [aor. act. subj.] all kinds of evil against youpl falsely [pres. dep. ptc.] on account of me.—5:11-12

· Linked to the previous one.  Note the shift to “you.”  Jesus is driving home his point that following him is costly.

a) The privilege—Privileged are [pres. ind.] youpl whenever they insult [aor. act. subj.] youpl and persecute [aor. act. subj.] and say [aor. act. subj.] all kinds of evil against youpl falsely [pres. dep. ptc.] on account of me
(1) NB that the persecution is often verbal
(2) NB that the persecution is because of Christ, not us
b) The commands (to respond in a Godward manner to the persecution)
· Notice the absence of retaliation, resentment, discouragement, etc.

i) Rejoice [pres. act. impv.] and…
ii) Be exceedingly glad [pres. dep. impv.],

c) The promise
i) Because great is yourpl reward in heaven,
(1) Because in this way they persecuted [aor. act. ind.] the prophets before youpl.

(a) You are in good company

4) Summary and applications

a) Are we people of peace individually? Collectively?  Do we reflect God’s peace?

b) Are we people of righteousness?  Do we reflect God’s righteousness?

c) Are we people of joy in the midst of persecution?  Do we reflect God’s joy?

Matthew 5:13-16
How influential are you?

Intro:  I realize there are numerous interpretations of this passage.  For some, this is their basis for political involvement.  For others, it is their basis for protesting at abortion clinics.  However, I think what Jesus teaches here obviously follows on the heels of the descriptive character traits he just listed.  The people who demonstrate those traits are those to whom he makes these statements.  These are the external social aspects of the life of one who exhibits the primarily internal traits found in the Beatitudes.  Jesus never intended for us to live the type of life described in 5:3-12 in isolation.
1) Youpl [emphatic] are [pres. ind.] the salt of the earth—5:13

· Those whom society despises and persecutes.

· Salt is something you are, not something you do.
a) Benefits
i) It is a preservative.  The world is corrupt.  See 2nd Timothy 2:13.

ii) Salt must come in contact with an object to be beneficial to it.

b) Dangers
i) But if the salt should become ineffective (literally “becomes foolish”) [aor. pass. subj.], how shall it be made salty [fut. pass. ind.]?

(1) Salt can lose its ability to influence what it becomes foolish (adulterated) in its contact with the surrounding corruption.

ii) It is no longer good [pres. act. ind.] for anything except to be thrown [aor. pass. inf.] outside and to be trampled under foot [pres. pass. inf.] by people.

(1) Worthless salt was thrown on the streets to keep weeds from growing.

2) Youpl [emphatic] are [pres. ind.] the light of the world.—5:14-16

· You are light; it is not something you try to become or something you need to do.

· The world talks about the ignorance of Dark Ages from which the Renaissance rescued us in the 1500’s, and then the Enlightenment of the late 1700’s, which supposedly rescued us from the ignorance of relying on Divine revelation.

a) Two illustrations—5:14b-15
i) A city sitting [pres. dep. ptc.] on a mountain is not able [pres. dep. ind.] to be hidden [aor. pass. inf.].

(1) The city is observable by all travelers.

ii) Nor are they lighting [pres. act. ind.] a lamp and placing [pres. act. ind.] it under the basket, but upon the lampstand and it gives [pres. act. ind.] light to all in the house.

(1) There was a single lampstand in the average one-room house.  It consisted of a stone shelf that projected out of the wall.

(2) Light is only beneficial if it can be observed.

(a) Compare the Essenes living by the Dead Sea.  Their light was hidden.

(3) The fixtures/lamps used in proper lighting should essentially be invisible.  The light fixture is not to be the focus.  We use light to point to something more valuable.  It the fixture is the focus, we have lost our perspective.
b) Application—5:16
i) In this way let yourpl light shine [aor. act. impv.]—the only command in the passage
(1) Where?  in the presence of people
(a) The world is a dark place and in desperate need of light.

(b) Actively dispel the darkness at work, at home, at school.

(2) Why?

(a) Immediate goal—So that they may see [aor. act. subj.] yourpl good works and…

(i) Don’t hide your works, allow them to be observed for the good of others.
(ii) These good works will be described throughout the rest of the Sermon on the Mount.

(b) Ultimate goal—So that they may glorify [aor. act. subj.] yourpl father who is in heaven.

(i) Light normally calls attention to something or someone else, not itself.

(ii) We are not the ones to be glorified; the Father is.
ii) How do we let our light shine?

(1) God tells us through the apostle Paul in Philippians 2:14-16.  Hold fast/forth the word of life!

3) Summary and applications

a) A warning

i) A disciple of Jesus Christ who does not live in accordance with the principles in 5:3-12 will be as influential as contaminated salt or concealed light.

b) A challenge to Christlikeness

i) Be actively influential in the world by restraining the corruption, not so much through protests and boycotts, but by living a holy life in your sphere of influence.

(1) At home—Andrew Murray and his wife influence their children.  5 of their 6 sons became pastors, and 4 of their daughters married pastors.  10 grandsons became pastors and 13 grandchildren became missionaries.

(2) In the market place—President Woodrow Wilson recounted the time he was at the barber getting his hair cut.  He wrote: “I became aware that a powerful personality had entered the room.  A man had come quietly in upon the same errand as myself to have his hair cut and sat in the chair next to me.  Every word the man uttered, though it was not in the least didactic, showed a personal interest in the man who was serving him.  And before I got through with what we being done to me I was aware I had attended an evangelistic service, because Mr. D. L. Moody was in that chair.  I purposefully lingered in the room after he had left and noted the singular effect that his visit had brought upon the barber shop.  They talked in undertones.  They did not know his name, but they knew something had elevated their thoughts, and I felt that I left that place as I should have left a place of worship.”
ii) Be actively influential in the world by allowing the light you have received from the Father through Jesus Christ to shine in the world so that they may glorify the Father.
Matthew 5:17-20

1) A presumption—5:17-18

a) Prohibition—5:17a

i) Do not presume [aor. act. subj.] that I have come [aor. act. ind.] to annul [aor. act. inf.] the Law or the Prophets.
(1) This summarizes the views of Jesus’ opponents.

(2) Jesus was not in opposition of the OT, but was bringing it to fruition.  He was the sole object to which it all pointed.
b) Clarification—5:17b

i) I have not come [aor. act. ind.] to annul [aor. act. inf.] but [strong contrast] to complete [aor. act. inf.]

ii) But how can Jesus say this is sacrifices are no longer needed?  If food laws are no longer employed? Etc.

(1) The normal 3-fold division of the Law into moral, civil, and ceremonial appears to go back to the Catholic teacher Thomas Aquinas, who lived 1225-1274.

iii) Jesus gives examples of His completing the OT in the rest of the chapter, dealing with murder/hatred, adultery/lust, divorce, oaths, retaliation, and loving enemies.

c) Explanation—5:18  Because certainly I am saying [pres. act. ind.] to youpl,
i) The timing—Until heaven and earth should pass away [aor. act. subj.],
ii) The timelessness—One iota or one part of a letter will not in any wise [double negative] pass away [aor. act. subj.] from the Law until each and every part should come to pass [aor. dep. subj.].

(1) Probably a reference to the smallest Hebrew letter and the smallest part of a Hebrew letter.

(2) The double negative used here eliminates the idea as being even a possibility.

2) Two possibilities—5:19-20
a) The negative possibility

i) The actions

(1) Whoever, therefore might annul [aor. act. subj.] one of the least of these commandments,
(a) Probably referring to Jesus’ “new teaching” about the kingdom.
(2) And might teach [aor. act. subj.] the people in this way,
(a) Indicates instruction in the content and connections of the message
ii) The dishonor
(1) He will be called [fut. pass. ind.] least in the kingdom of heaven;
b) The positive possibility

i) The actions (NB, the order Jesus puts these in.  Compare Matthew 23:3 where Jesus says scholars and Pharisees were men who say and do not.)
(1) But whoever might do [aor. act. subj.]
(a) Note the order of doing before teaching
(2) And might teach [aor. act. subj.],
ii) The honor
(1) He will be called [fut. pass. ind.] great in the kingdom of heaven,
c) The explanation—5:20 Because I am saying [pres. act. ind.] to youpl…
i) The condition

(1) That unless yourpl righteousness should greatly exceed [aor. act. subj.] that of the scholars and the Pharisees,
(a) The righteousness of the scholars and Pharisees was characterized as being external, partial, convenient, works based, man-defined, & self-centered.

(b) The righteousness God demands is internal, complete, impossible, faith-based, God-defined, and God-centered.
ii) The promise
(1) Youpl should not in any way [double negative] enter into [aor. act. subj.] the kingdom of heaven.
(a) The double negative used here eliminates the idea as being even a possibility.

3) Summary and applications

a) Jesus Christ believed God’s Word was the absolute authority over all authorities.  So should we.
b) Jesus Christ believed God’s Word was inspired and perfect in each & every part, down to the smallest letter.  So should we.

c) Jesus Christ believed God’s Word was permanent and eternal.  So should we.

d) Jesus Christ submitted to and obeyed God’s Word in every area of His life.  So should we.

i) But I can’t do that, you say?  Remember Matthew 5:3-12.

ii) Remember, unless your righteousness far surpasses that of the scholars and Pharisees, there is not even the hint of a possibility of you entering heaven.

iii) Consider Paul in Philippians 3:8-9.

Matthew 5:21-48
What does perfect righteousness really look like?
Introduction:  Jesus lays down 2 standards: a righteousness that greatly exceeds the righteousness of the scholars and Pharisees (5:20), and a completeness that is equal to God’s completeness (5:48).  The passage before us this morning contains 6 illustrations of this perfect/complete righteousness.  Do you measure up?  If not, what are you going to do about it?

1) God righteously considers all human beings equal before Him—5:21-26
a) Regarding the importance of maintaining relationships

i) The traditions—5:21-22

ii) The completion of the Old Testament by Jesus—5:23-26
(1) Reconciliation is more important than sacrifices—5:23-24
(a) True worship is not enhanced by better music, better prayers, better architecture, or even better teaching.  It is enhanced by better relationships between those who come to worship and praise God.  Worship might be improved by our staying away from church gatherings until we have made things right with those with whom we know our relationship is strained or broken.  When there is animosity or sin of any sort in our heart, there cannot be integrity in our worship.
(2) Reconciliation is to be done quickly—5:25-26

2) God righteously considers moral purity important—5:27-30

a) The tradition—5:27

i) For centuries the Pharisees had taught that the 7th commandment was kept by simply avoiding physical adultery.

b) The completion by Jesus—5:28-30

i) God takes moral purity very seriously

3) God righteously considers the maintenance of marriage relationships important—5:31-32

a) The tradition—5:31

b) The completion by Jesus—5:32

i) God takes marital permanence very seriously.

4) God righteously considers the use of words important—5:33-37
a) The tradition—5:33
b) The completion by Jesus—5:34-37

i) Whatever you take an oath by belongs to God!

5) God righteously considers His sovereignty over personal injury important—5:38-42

a) The tradition—5:38
b) The completion by Jesus—5:39-42

i) Trust God to deal with the situation better than you can!

6) God righteously considers obeying His command to love others important—5:43-47

a) The tradition—5:43
b) The completion by Jesus—5:39-47
i) God treats people in whatever way he sees best, including giving them what they don’t deserve.

7) God Himself is the standard of righteous perfection—5:48

a) The standard of completeness is the completeness of your father.
8) Summary and applications

a) It is only by limiting the OT commands to external behavior can anyone claim to have kept the Law.  Jesus clearly shows us that what matters are the internal thoughts of the heart, not just outward actions.
i) Personal animosity and a distorted sense of God’s design of human equality is the foundational issue behind murdering someone in God’s image.

(1) Too often we can despise murderers (thinking we are superior) and yet be guilty ourselves of violating Jesus’ teaching!

ii) Personal lust and distorted view of God’s design for moral purity is the foundational issue behind adultery.
iii) Personal selfishness and a distorted view of God’s design for marriage is the foundational issue behind divorce.

iv) Personal interests and a distorted view of God’s gift of speech is the foundational issue behind oaths and vows.

v) Personal preservation and a distorted view of God’s sovereignty over personal injury is the foundational issue behind retaliation.

vi) Personal selfishness and a distorted view of God’s command to love all others is the foundational issue behind not loving, not blessing, not doing good, and not praying for our enemies.
b) The only way to be this spiritually complete and righteous is for God to grant us this righteousness and for us to take this gift (purchased by Christ’s completed work at the cross and the grave) by faith alone.

Matthew 6:1-18
Introduction:  Jesus now warns us that this completely righteous living which he rightly demands of us must be done with the right attitude and for the right reason.  The goal of pleasing God is often traded for its pygmy cousin, the goal of pleasing people.
1) The example of acts of mercy—6:1-4

a) Command—Be careful [pres. act. impv.] not to do [pres. act. inf.] yourpl acts of mercy [CT—righteousness] before the people, to be noticed [aor. pass. inf.] by them.

i) The present imperative calls for constant vigil—Keep on being careful…
ii) Doing acts of mercy is good, but your purpose in doing them must not be to be noticed by others.

iii) Warning—Otherwise, you do not have [pres. act. ind.] a reward from [beside] yourpl father in heaven.
b) Caution—Therefore, whenever you might do [pres. act. subj.] an act of mercy, do not sound [aor. act. subj.] a trumpet before you as the hypocrites are doing [pres. act. ind.] in the synagogue and in the narrow streets, so that they may be glorified [aor. pass. subj.] by the people.  Certainly I am saying [pres. act. ind.] to youpl, they are receiving [pres. act. ind.] their reward.
i) Don’t do things for one individual/group to be noticed by yet another individual/group.  Hypocrites assume an identity to win the audience’s approval.
ii) Their goal was to be glorified by people.  They sought this, and they receive it, nothing more.
c) Correction—But when you are doing [pres. act. ptc.] an act of mercy, do not let your left hand know [aor. act. impv.] what your right hand is doing [pres. act. ind.], 4 so that your act of mercy may be [pres. subj.] in secret, and your father who is observing [pres. act. ptc.] in secret will reward [fut. act. ind.] you in public.
i) Do acts of mercy discretely, and allow the Father (who sees all) to reward you publicly in His time.

2) The example of prayer—6:5-15

a) The motive of prayer—6:5-6
i) Contrast—And whenever you may pray [pres. dep. subj.], you are not to be [fut. ind.] like the hypocrites, because they are enjoying [pres. act. ind.] standing [perf. act. ptc.] to pray [pres. dep. inf.] in the synagogues and on the corners of the wide streets, so that they may be evident [aor. pass. subj.] to the people.  Certainly I am saying [pres. act. ind.] to youpl, that they are receiving [pres. act. ind.] their reward.

(1) Similar to the Muslims today at their established prayer times.

ii) Correction—Now, whenever you may be praying [pres. dep. subj.], go [aor. act. impv.] into your interior room, and having shut your door [aor. act. ptc.], pray [aor. dep. impv.] to your father who is in secret, and your father who is observing [pres. act. ptc.] in secret will reward [fut. act. ind.] you in public.
(1) Prayer is communion with God, not with people.

b) The content of prayer—6:7-15

i) Contrast—And when you are praying [pres. dep. ptc.], do not use vain repetitions [aor. act. subj.] as the Gentiles do, because they are presuming [pres. act. ind.] that they will be heard [fut. pass. ind.] by their many words.  8 Therefore, do not be like [aor. pass. subj.] them, because yourpl father knows [perf. act. ind.] the things you are having [pres. act. ind.] need of before youpl ask [aor. act. inf.] him.

(1) Remember the worshippers of Baal n 1st Kings 8:26-28?

(2) Remember that Jesus himself repeated the same words three times in the garden (Matthew 26:39, 42, 44).

(3) NB, the Father’s infinite knowledge of your needs!

ii) Guidelines to follow—6:9-13 Therefore, youpl are to pray [pres. dep. impv.] in this way:  NB, Jesus did not pray this way in John 17.
(1) The requests—6:9b-13a

(a) God-centered requests—Asking for the kingdom to come
(i) ‘Our father who is in heaven, may your name be revered [aor. pass. impv.].  (God’s name and honor)
(ii) May your kingdom come [aor. act. impv.].—6:10a (God’s authority)
(iii) May your desirous will be done [aor. dep. impv.] upon the earth even as in heaven.—6:10b (God’s desirous will)
1. NB, 1st John 5:14-15.
(b) More people-centered requests—While anticipating the coming kingom
(i) Give [aor. act. impv.] us this day our daily bread.—6:11
1. The request for material things does not reach beyond our immediate need.
(ii) And forgive [aor. act. impv.] us our debts as we also are forgiving [pres. act. ind.] our debtors.—6:12
1. Our forgiving others is to be characteristic of our life.

(iii) And do not bring us into [aor. act. subj.] temptation but rescue [aor. dep. impv.] us from the evil one—6:13a
1. A 2-fold request concerning moral purity.  This emphasizes a trust in God and a distrust of ourselves.

(2) The reason—because yours is [pres. ind.] the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen.’—6:13b
iii) Further explanation regarding forgiveness: For if (3rd class condition—assumed possible) you might forgive [aor. act. subj.] people their transgressions, yourpl heavenly father will also forgive [fut. act. ind.] youpl.  15 But, if you might not forgive [aor. act. subj.] people their transgressions, neither will yourpl father forgive [fut. act. ind.] yourpl transgressions.—6:14-15
3) The example of fasting—6:16-18

a) Contrast—Now, whenever you may fast [pres. act. subj.], do not be [pres. dep. impv.] like the hypocrites, with a sullen countenance, because they are disfiguring [pres. act. ind.] their faces so that they may be evident [aor. pass. subj.] to the people to be fasting [pres. act. ptc.]. Certainly, I am saying [pres. act. ind.] to you, they are receiving [pres. act. ind.] their reward.

i) Fasting is voluntarily not satisfying a physical appetite for spiritual purposes.

ii) The Pharisees would blacken their faces with ashes and not comb their hair to show they were fasting.  They hypocritically neglected their physical appearance in order to appear something different spiritually.
b) Correction—But you, when you are fasting [pres. act. ptc.], anoint [aor. mid. impv.] your head and wash [aor. mid. impv.] your face, 18 so that you do not appear evident [aor. pass. subj.] to the people to be fasting [pres. act. ptc.], but to your father who is in secret; and your father who is observing [pres. act. ptc.] in secret will reward [fut. act. ind.] you.
4) Summary and applications

a) God can be referred to as Father only by those who have trusted Christ as their Lord and Savior.  He wants to be in this relationship with you.
b) God is the only one who determines when acts of righteousness are acceptable to Him.  He is the only one who will reward you.

i) The issue is not so much the deed itself but the motive behind the deed.
c) God is the only one who can answer prayers, so don’t pray to impress people.  He is the only one who knows your needs before you ask.
i) God not only decrees the answer to the prayer (the end) but the prayer itself (the means).

d) God is the only one who knows when and why you are avoiding satisfying a physical appetite for the sake of pursuing God.  He is the only one who will reward you.
Matthew 6:19-34
Introduction:  Jesus gave us a bold, calculated statement back in 5:20, repeating its essence in 5:48.  He then gave us 6 illustrations of genuine righteousness looks like in 5:21-27.  Last time we saw Jesus’ teaching attacking hypocrisy associated with 3 acts considered by the Jews to be primary expressions of righteousness.  This week we will listen in as Jesus tackles the issue of a Godward attitude.  This begins a series of negative commands concerning righteousness.  First, with regard to righteous attitudes toward things (6:19-34); second, with regard to righteous attitudes to your brothers (7:1-5); and third, with regard to righteous attitudes toward the spiritually hostile (7:6).
1) Main theme of section—6:19-21

a) The commands

i) Negatively—Do not store up [pres. act. impv.] for yourselves treasures upon the earth, where moth and rust are disfigure [pres. act. ind.] and where thieves break in [pres. act. ind.] and steal [pres. act. ind.]—6:19

ii) Positively—but store up [pres. act. impv.] for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust disfigure [pres. act. ind.] and where thieves do not break in [pres. act. ind.] and steal [pres. act. ind.]—6:20

b) The reason?  because where your treasure is [pres. ind.], in that place will be [fut. ind.] yourpl heart also.—6:21

i) Two examples of the principle—6:22-24

(1) The lamp of the body is [pres. ind.] the eye.  Therefore, if your eye is [pres. subj.] healthy, your whole body will be [fut. ind.] full of light.  23 But if your eye is [pres. subj.] bad, your whole body will be [fut. ind.] full of darkness.  Therefore, if the light that is in you is [pres. ind.] darkness, how great is that darkness!—6:22-23

(a) Whatever the eye focuses on will determine whether you live in light or darkness.  If you have double vision, it will cause spiritual havoc in your life.

(b) Focus on the King and His Kingdom.  Ask God for loyalty to your King.

(2) No one is able [pres. dep. ind.] to serve [pres. act. inf.] two masters; because …
(a) Internally—either he will hate [fut. act. ind.] the one and will love [fut. act. ind.] the other,
(b) Externally—or else he will devote himself [fut. mid. ind.] to the one and will disregard [fut. dep. ind.] the other.
(c) Principle—You are not able [pres. dep. ind.] to serve [pres. act. inf.] God and wealth.—6:24

(i) Your allegiance can only be toward one master.

2) Five warnings against “double vision”—6:25-34

· What we value tugs at our minds and emotions, consuming our time with planning, day-dreaming, and effort to achieve.

a) Therefore—so that you might live in accordance with the location of your treasure and heart in heaven (6:19-21)

i) Because earthly treasures do not satisfy (6:19-21), because our spiritual vision is easily distorted (6:22-23), because one’s loyalty can only be toward one master (6:24), therefore do not worry about mere earthly things.

b) Command and question # 1—I am saying [pres. act. ind.] to youpl, do not worry [pres. act. impv.] about yourpl life (what youpl might eat [aor. act. subj.] and what youpl might drink [aor. act. subj.]), nor about yourpl body (what youpl might clothe yourself with [aor. mid. subj.]).
i) Is [pres. ind.] not life more than food and the body more than clothing?
c) Command and questions # 2—Look attentively [aor. act. impv.] at the birds of the air, because they neither scatter seed [pres. act. ind.] nor harvest [pres. act. ind.] nor gather [pres. act. ind.] into granaries, yet yourpl father in heaven nourishes [pres. act. ind.] them.

i) Are youpl not of more value [pres. act. ind.] than they?—6:26
ii) Now, which of youpl, when worrying [pres. act. ptc.], is able [pres. dep. ind.] to add [aor. act. inf.] one cubit to his stature?—6:27
iii) And why are you worried [pres. act. ind. or impv.] about clothing?—6:28a
d) Command and question # 3—Examine carefully [aor. act. impv.] how the lilies of the field grow [pres. act. ind.]: they do not labor exhaustively [pres. act. ind.] nor do they spin [pres. act. ind.]; 29 and yet I am saying [pres. act. ind.] to youpl that not even Solomon in all his glory clothed himself [aor. mid. ind.] as one of these.

i) Now, if God in this way clothes [pres. act. ind.] the grass of the field, which today is [pres. ptc.], and tomorrow is thrown [pres. pass. ptc.] into the oven, will he not youpl even more, O you of little faith?—6:30
e) Command # 4—6:31-33
i) Negatively—Therefore, do not worry [aor. act. subj.], saying [pres. act. ptc.], ‘What will we eat [aor. act. subj.]?’ or ‘What will we drink [aor. act. subj.]?’ or ‘With what will we clothe ourselves [aor. act. subj.]?’
· Reasons…

(1) Because after all these things the Gentiles are seeking [pres. act. ind.]—6:32a
(a) For us to pursue these things is to live according to a pagan mindset!

(2) Because your father knows [perf. act. ind.] youpl that you are needing all these things.—6:32b
(a) For us to pursue these things is to deny God’s omniscience and care

ii) Positively—But keep seeking [pres. act. impv.] first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be provided [fut. pass. ind.] to you.—6:33
(1) You do the seeking after God; let God do the providing.
f) Command # 5—Therefore, do not worry [aor. act. subj.] about tomorrow, because tomorrow will worry [fut. act. ind.] for itself.  Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.—6:34
3) Summary and applications

a) Is God himself your treasure?  This is the essence of genuine righteousness.
b) Are you looking at God with single or double vision?

i) Worry is not the problem so much as the spiritual double vision that causes worry.

c) If God cares for the lower objects of His creation, will He not care for His children?

Matthew 7:1-6
Righteous attitudes towards others made in God’s image

1) Righteous attitudes toward brothers—7:1-5  The need for spiritual sensitivity.
a) Command—Do not be judging [pres. act. impv.] in order that you may not be judged [aor. pass. subj.]—7:1

· The emphasis here is not a judgmental spirit, unjust criticism

i) Why?—7:2  Because…
· The same standard you use to judge others with will be used against you!
(1) With what judgment you are judging [pres. act. ind.], you will be judged [fut. pass. ind.], and …
(2) With what measure you are measuring [pres. act. ind.], it will be measured back [fut. pass. ind.] to youpl.
b) Questions—7:3-4
i) And why are you looking [pres. act. ind.] at the speck in your brother’s eye and are not examining [pres. act. ind.] the beam of wood in your own eye?
(1) His speck is quite insignificant in comparison to your roof rafter beam!
ii) Or how will you say [fut. act. ind.] to your brother, ‘Let me [aor. act. impv.] remove [aor. act. subj.] to speck from your eye’, and look! [aor. act. impv.], a beam of wood is in your eye?
(1) How can you take the initiative to ask for permission to remove his insignificant speck when you have a roof rafter beam in your own eye!
c) Condemnation and command—7:5
i) Hypocrite!
(1) You have assumed a role that is not yours.
ii) First remove [aor. act. impv.] the beam of wood from your own eye and
(1) Why?  then you will see clearly [fut. act. ind.] to remove [aor. act. inf.] the speck out of your brother’s eye.
(a) NB, taking your brother’s speck out of his eye is not a wrong thing to do, but you have to be able to see clearly to take it out.

2) Righteous attitudes toward the spiritually hostile—7:6  The need for spiritual discernment.
a) Two commands—7:6a

· This implies making judgments as to who the dogs and pigs are!  This does not violate 7:1.

i) Do not give [aor. act. subj.] what is holy to dogs,
(1) Dogs were considered vicious, wild, and unclean.
ii) nor throw [aor. act. subj.] yourpl pearls before the pigs,
(1) Pearls were the most valuable possession of the ancient world.

(2) Pigs were considered vicious, wild, and hard-hearted.  They have no sense of what is valuable to you.
b) Reasons—7:6b
i) lest they might trample [aor. act. subj.] them under their feet,
ii) and having turned [aor. pass. ptc.], might tear [aor. act. subj.] youpl in pieces.
3) Summary and applications

a) Be willing to judge yourself before judging another brother or sister in Christ.  Acknowledge God’s accurate judgment of yourself.
i) While this passage does not apply to larger settings of society, the same spirit is necessary.

b) Be spiritually discerning.  What we consider valuable the world despises.
i) Practically, this would apply to…

(1) Not teaching unbelievers certain biblical truths.

(a) See Acts 13:44-51 & 18:5-6 as examples of the apostles doing this.

(2) Not allowing unbelievers to participate in the Lord’s Supper.

Matthew 7:7-12
Your view of God and prayer

Introduction:  We must view these verses on prayer in light of Jesus’ teaching on prayer in 6:5-15, as well as the broader context including the beatitudes (which we need to pray will develop in our own lives).
Let us not forget the broader context of these verses.  We have seen that genuine righteousness has the appropriate attitude toward things (6:19-34), that it has an appropriate attitude toward others made in the image of God (both spiritual brothers and the spiritually hostile) (7:1-6).  This message shows us that authentic righteousness has appropriate views of God and prayer.
1) The commands and the promises—7:7

a) Be asking [pres. act. impv.], and it will be given [fut. pass. ind.] to youpl
i) Be in the habit of asking God the desires of your heart.
ii) God is the one who gives.
b) Be seeking [pres. act. impv.], and youpl will find [fut. act. ind.]
i) Be in the habit of seeking.
ii) God is the one who enables you to find.
c) Be knocking [pres. act. impv.], and it will be opened [fut. pass. ind.] to youpl
i) Be in the habit of knocking.
ii) God is the one who will open for you.
2) The reason to obey the commands—7:8  The promise of answered prayer
· Because…
a) Everyone characterized by asking [pres. act. ptc.] is receiving [pres. act. ind.],
i) Not just some, but each and every person who is asking.
ii) However, this promise is limited to those who can call God “father.”
b) And the one characterized by seeking [pres. act. ptc.] is finding [pres. act. ind.],
c) And to the one characterized by knocking [pres. act. ptc.] it will be opened [fut. pass. ind.].

3) Two hypothetical questions—7:9-10
a) The denial of receiving something useless—Or what man is [pres. ind.] there among you who, if his son should ask [aor. act. subj.] for bread, he will not give [fut. act. ind.] him a stone?—7:9

b) The denial of receiving something harmful—And if he should ask [aor. act. subj.] for a fish, he will not give [fut. act. ind.] him a snake?—7:10

4) Jesus’ application—7:11

a) Therefore…
i) If youpl(emphatic), being [pres. ptc.] evil, know [perf. act. ind.] how to give [pres. act. inf.] good gifts to yourpl children,
ii) How much more will yourpl father, who is in heaven, give [fut. act. ind.] good things to those characterized by asking [pres. act. ptc.] him?
(1) God gives good things because He is good
5) Overriding principle of 7:1-11—7:12

a) What?  Therefore, everything youpl may be wanting [pres. act. subj.] that people should be doing [pres. act. subj.] to youpl, in this way also you are to be doing [pres. act. impv.] to them,
i) Including being spiritually sensitive toward them and praying for them

b) Why?  because this is [pres. ind.] the Law and the Prophets.

i) These are the expressions of the type of love that is necessary to be identified as authentic righteousness.

6) Summary and applications
a) Your view of God determines your attitude in prayer.
i) Do you genuinely believe that God will answer your prayers?

ii) Do you genuinely believe that God’s answer will not contain anything useless?

iii) Do you genuinely believe that God’s answer will not contain anything harmful?

iv) Do you genuinely believe that God’s answer will be good to and for you?

b) Your view of others made in God’s image determines how you will deal with them.

i) Are you spiritually sensitive to their needs?

ii) Are you spiritually discerning toward the spiritually hostile?

iii) How do you want people to treat you?

Matthew 7:13-29
Comparisons and contrasts

Introduction:  This is Jesus’ invitation.  Please observe how Jesus makes the available choices clear to his listeners.  Notice what He does not do as well.

1) Comparison # 1—Two roads from which to choose—7:13-14

· “Gate” indicates entrance onto the “road” of the life referred to

a) Enter [aor. act. impv.] through the narrow gate, because wide is the gate and broad is the road leading [pres. act. ptc.] to destruction, and many are [pres. ind.] the ones entering [pres. dep. ptc.] through it.
b) How narrow is the gate and restricted [perf. pass. ptc.] is the road that is leading [pres. act. ptc.] to life, and few are [pres. ind.] the ones finding [pres. act. ptc.] it.
i) The narrowness of the gate seems to refer back to the entrance requirements in Matthew 5:3-12.

ii) The size of the gate and road are not the only reason why few are finding it.  The gate and road are capable of handling as many as are willing to enter.  As many as are willing to come to Christ can come to Christ.
2) Comparison # 2—Two kinds of fruit—7:15-20

· While on the road, beware of those who would attempt to instruct you
a) The command—Now beware [pres. act. impv.] on account of false-prophets, who are coming [pres. dep. ind.] to youpl in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are [pres. ind.] vicious wolves.
b) The clarification—On account of their fruits you will know [fut. dep. ind.] them.  They do not collect [pres. act. ind.] grapes from thorns, or figs from thistles, do they?  17 In this way, every good tree produces [pres. act. ind.] good fruit but a rotten tree is producing [pres. act. ind.] bad fruit.  18 A good tree is not able [pres. dep. ind.] to produce [pres. act. inf.] bad fruit, nor a rotten tree to produce [pres. act. inf.] good fruit.  19 Every tree that is not producing [pres. act. ptc.] good fruit is cut down [pres. pass. ind.] and is thrown [pres. pass. ind.] into the fire.  20 Consequently, according to their fruits youpl will know [fut. dep. ind.] them.

i) The “fruit” includes not only their doctrine, but the results in their own lives as well as in the lives of those who follow their teaching.

3) Comparison # 3—Two kinds of obedience—7:21-23
· NB, these verses indicate that some judgment comes before the kingdom.
a) Statement—Not everyone who is saying [pres. act. ptc.] to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter [fut. dep. ind.] into the kingdom of heaven, but the one characterized by doing [pres. act. ptc.] the desirous will of my father who is in heaven.—7:21

i) Repeating the title “Lord” indicated assumed intimacy.  Mere profession means nothing.
ii) Compare 1st Corinthians 6:9-10.
b) Clarification re: ongoing obedience—Many will say [fut. act. ind.] to me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy [aor. act. ind.] in your name, and in your name cast out [aor. act. ind.] demons, and in your name do [aor. act. ind.] many miracles?
· These all look back to point in time efforts, not the ongoing activity which Jesus referred to in 7:21.

i) And at that time I will confess [fut. act. ind.] to them that ‘I did not ever know [aor. act. ind.] youpl; depart [pres. act. impv.] from me, you who are working [pres. dep. ptc.] lawlessness.’—7:23
(1) Their ongoing lifestyle was one of sin, not obedience as Jesus demands.

4) Comparison # 4—Two kinds of listeners—7:24-27

a) Genuine faith and obedience—7:24-25

i) Therefore, everyone who is hearing [pres. act. ind.] these words of mine, and is doing [pres. act. ind.] them, I will liken [fut. act. ind.] to a prudent man who built [aor. act. ind.] his house upon the bed-rock; 25 and the rain descended [aor. act. ind.], and the floods came [aor. act. ind.], and the winds blew [aor. act. ind.] and beat against [aor. act. ind.] that house; and it did not fall [aor. act. ind.], because it was founded [plupf. pass. ind.] upon the bed-rock.

(1) Luke’s record of this teaching (Luke 6:48) indicates that Jesus also emphasized the necessity of digging deep to get to the bed-rock.  For many people, that is just too much work.

b) Imitation faith and obedience—7:26-27

i) And everyone who is hearing [pres. act. ptc.] these words of mine, and is not doing [pres. act. ptc.] them, will be likened [fut. pass. ind.] to a foolish man who built [aor. act. ind.] his house on the sand; 27 and the rain descended [aor. act. ind.], and the floods came [aor. act. ind.], and the winds blew [aor. act. ind.] and beat against [aor. act. ind.] that house; and it fell [aor. act. ind.].  And its collapse was [imperf. ind.] great.”

5) Comparison # 5—Two kinds of teaching—7:28-29
a) The response—And it came about [aor. dep. ind.] when Jesus had completed [aor. act. ind.] these words, the crowds were astonished [imperf. pass. ind.] at his teaching—7:28

i) Are you overwhelmed at the recognition of what Jesus has just said?  That is not a bad thing.  What will you do about it?
b) The reason—because he was [imperf. ind.] teaching [pres. act. ptc.] them as one having [pres. act. ptc.] authority, and not as the scholars.—7:29
i) This contrasts Jesus’ teaching with that of the scholars who loved to quote other rabbis.
ii) The difference between Jesus’ teaching and the scholars:

(1) Jesus did not quote other rabbis in support of his teaching.

(2) The content of his teaching emphasized consistent internal righteousness.

6) Summary and applications

a) God sees only 2 roads regarding eternity (narrow or wide).  Which one are you on?
b) God sees only 2 kinds of fruit in this life (good or harmful).  Which one does your life produce?

c) God sees only 2 kinds of obedience (habitual or occasional).  Which one characterizes your life?

d) God sees only 2 kinds of listeners (obedient or disobedient).  Which one are you?
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