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Matthew 1:1-17
Introduction to the book of Matthew
1) The essence of the genealogy in 1:1-17

a) Introduction—1:1

i) Stated—The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham
ii) Matthew goes back to the beginning of the Hebrew people.
2) Section 1—Abraham to David—1:2-6a

a) Stated—Abraham fathered [aor. act. ind.] Isaac, and Isaac fathered [aor. act. ind.] Jacob, and Jacob [aor. act. ind.] fathered Judah and his brothers.  3 And Judah fathered [aor. act. ind.] Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez fathered [aor. act. ind.] Hezron, and Hezron fathered [aor. act. ind.] Ram.  4 And Ram fathered [aor. act. ind.] Amminadab, and Amminadab fathered [aor. act. ind.] Nahshon, and Nahshon fathered [aor. act. ind.] Salmon.  5 And Salmon fathered [aor. act. ind.] Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz fathered [aor. act. ind.] Obed by Ruth, and Obed fathered [aor. act. ind.] Jesse.  6 And Jesse fathered [aor. act. ind.] David the king
b) Observations

i) Tamar was a Canaanite woman, a Gentile, and Judah’s daughter-in-law!—1:3
(1) She posed as a prostitute and seduced her father-in-law (Genesis 38:13-30).

ii) Rahab was a Gentile prostitute—1:5a

(1) Remember her from Joshua 2:1-ff

(2) There were approximately 400 years between Rahab and Ruth, even though that time-span is not mentioned here.

iii) Ruth was a Moabitess, another Gentile!—1:5b
(1) Her offspring were forbidden to enter the assembly of the Lord of 10 generations (Deuteronomy 23:3).
3) Section 2—David to deportation—1:6b-11

a) Stated—And David the king fathered [aor. act. ind.] Solomon by her who had been of Uriah.  7 And Solomon fathered [aor. act. ind.] Rehoboam, and Rehoboam fathered [aor. act. ind.] Abijah, and Abijah fathered [aor. act. ind.] Asa.  8 And Asa fathered [aor. act. ind.] Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat fathered [aor. act. ind.] Joram, and Joram fathered [aor. act. ind.] Uzziah.  9 And Uzziah fathered [aor. act. ind.] Jotham, and Jotham fathered [aor. act. ind.] Ahaz, and Ahaz fathered [aor. act. ind.] Hezekiah.  10 And Hezekiah fathered [aor. act. ind.] Manasseh, and Manasseh fathered [aor. act. ind.] Amon, and Amon fathered [aor. act. ind.] Josiah.  11 And Josiah fathered [aor. act. ind.] Jeconiah and his brothers at the time of the deportation to Babylon
b) Observations

i) Bathsheba was Uriah’s wife before she was David’s—1:6b
(1) She committed adultery with David (2nd Samuel 11)

(2) She was the wife of a Gentile.

ii) This is the royal line through David’s grandson son Rehoboam, as compared with Luke’s account through David’s grandson Nathan (Luke 3:32).

(1) The line Matthew records is cursed from ever having a physical heir sit on the throne of David (Jeremiah 22:30).
iii) Matthew skips…
(1) Three generations between Joram and Uzziah—1:9
(a) See 1st Chronicles 3:10-12

(2) One generation between Josiah and Jeconiah—1:11
(a) See 1st Chronicles 3:14-16

4) Section 3—The deportation to the Messiah—1:12-16

a) Stated—And after the deportation to Babylon, Jeconiah fathered [aor. act. ind.] Shealtiel, and Shealtiel fathered [aor. act. ind.] Zerubbabel.  13 And Zerubbabel fathered [aor. act. ind.] Abiud, and Abiud fathered [aor. act. ind.] Eliakim, and Eliakim fathered [aor. act. ind.] Azor.  14 And Azor fathered [aor. act. ind.] Zadok, and Zadok fathered [aor. act. ind.] Achim, and Achim fathered [aor. act. ind.] Eliud.  15 And Eliud fathered [aor. act. ind.] Eleazar, and Eleazar fathered [aor. act. ind.] Matthan, and Matthan fathered [aor. act. ind.] Jacob.  16 And Jacob fathered [aor. act. ind.] Joseph the husband of Mary, by whom [feminine] was born [aor. pass. ind.] Jesus, who is called [pres. pass. ptc.] the Messiah
b) Observations

i) Notice how Joseph is referred to as “the husband of Mary”.
ii) Notice the singular feminine form of “by whom”, referring to Mary, not Joseph.

iii) Mary bore the stigma of being an unwed mother!  She could have been divorced.

5) Summary statement—1:17

a) Stated—Therefore, all the generations from Abraham until David fourteen generations, and from David until the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the deportation to Babylon until the Messiah fourteen generations
b) Observations

i) Most likely a memory device, which was common in Jewish genealogies.
6) Summary and applications:  God’s grace is on display…
a) By including women—God’s grace is greater than your gender
b) By including Gentile women—God’s grace is greater than your people group
c) By including certain immoral men and women—God’s grace is greater than your sin
i) Perhaps Matthew includes these because he personally understood the stigma?

d) By maintaining His chosen nation and royal line—God’s grace is greater than your family
i) God’s sovereignty demonstrated in arranging marriages and enabling conceptions.

e) By keeping His promises to Abraham and David—God’s grace is greater than your failures
Matthew 1:18-25
Now the birth [genesis] of Jesus the Messiah was as follows…

1) Predicaments—1:18
a) What?  She was found [aor. pass. ind.] to be with child [pres. act. ptc.] by the Holy Spirit
i) Found by whom?

(1) It appears that God communicates with her first as revealed in Luke 1:26-38.

(a) Even before she was pregnant.  Oh, the tender mercy of God!

ii) How serious was this?

(1) Deuteronomy 22:23-24; Leviticus 20:10
iii) “By the Holy Spirit”—same terminology as “fathering by…” in 1:3, 5, 6, 16, 20

b) When?

i) When Mary His mother had been promised in marriage [imperf. ind. + aor. pass. ptc.] to Joseph,
(1) Her parents had arranged this marriage with Joseph, the construction worker.
ii) Before they had come together [aor. act. inf.]

(1) Before their betrothal period was over.  They normally waited one year in order to prove the woman’s purity.
2) Proposed solutions—Joseph had a choice—1:19-23
a) Man’s solution
i) And Joseph her husband, being [pres. ptc.] a just man, and not desiring [pres. act. ptc.] to publicly disgrace [aor. act. inf.] her, determined [aor. dep. ind.] to divorce [aor. act. inf.] her secretly.—1:19

(1) Joseph had every right to divorce her.  It was righteous not to take an adulteress as his wife.  Divorce was the only way out of a betrothal.
(2) Remember how Mary had been gone for three months to be with her relative Elizabeth (Luke 1:39, 56)?  Certainly the question arose: was she unfaithful during this time?

(3) He wanted to simply give her a bill of divorce privately and not make it a public matter.  Such was his love for this woman.
(a) If done publicly, she would come before a council and, if proven guilty, be shamed or stoned.

(b) The Law did not demand her death if the husband was willing to forgive her.

b) God’s solution
i) By giving new revelation
(1) And while he deliberated [aor. dep. ptc.] these things, behold [aor. act. impv.], an angel of the Lord was revealed [aor. pass. ind.] to him in a dream, saying [pres. act. ptc.], “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid [aor. dep. subj.] to take to you [aor. act. inf.] Mary your wife, because that which is fathered [aor. pass. ptc.] in her is [pres. ind.] of the Holy Spirit.  21 And she will give birth [fut. dep. ind.] to a son, and you shall call [fut. act. ind.] His name “Jesus,” because He [emphatic position] will [fut. act. ind.] save His people from their sins.”—1:20-21

(a) Joseph did not act rashly.  He deliberated his options.

(b) The angel addressed Joseph as “son of David” which summarizes the genealogy in 1:1-17.  The angel agrees with the genealogy.
(c) Note also that the angel reveals the child’s gender, name, and mission.

(d) Note God’s mercy to this man.  Note God’s mercy to us!

(e) I do not think this a statement concerning the limit of the atonement.  Rather, it is an emphasis upon the exclusive nature of His saving activity.  If it does teach limited atonement, then the atonement is limited to Jews only!
(i) One would have to redefine “his people.”

ii) By reviewing previous revelation—1:22-23
(1) Now all this took place [perf. act. ind.] in order that what was spoken [aor. pass. ptc.] by the Lord through the prophet might be fulfilled [aor. pass. subj.], saying [pres. act. ptc.]: 23 “Behold [aor. act. impv.], the virgin shall conceive [fut. act. ind.] and shall give birth [fut. dep. ind.] to a son, and they shall call [fut. act. ind.] His name “Immanuel,” which is translated [pres. ind. + pres. pass. ptc.], “God with us.”
(a) A fulfillment of Isaiah 7:14.  God’s promise to the “house of David” is being fulfilled.  God keeps His word.

(b) Note the ultimate source (“by God”) and the immediate agent (“through the prophet”)

3) Faith demonstrated in obedience—Then Joseph,—1:24-25

a) When?  after being wakened [aor. pass. ptc.] from sleep,
b) Did what?  Four things
i) Did [aor. act. ind.] as the angel of the Lord instructed [aor. act. ind.] him,
ii) And he took to him [aor. act. ind.] his wife,
(1) He was willing to take her stigma to himself.

(2) He was willing to take her into his home and place her under his protection and tender care.
iii) And did not know [imperf. act. ind.] her until she had given birth [aor. act. ind.] to her firstborn son.
iv) And he called [aor. act. ind.] his name, “Jesus.”
(1) Acting as a father would.

c) See how his fear was resolved by taking her as his wife (cp. 1:20)
4) Summary and applications

a) Satan has attempted many alternatives to this account.  There are counterfeits out there.
i) Romans believed Zeus impregnated Semele without contact and she bore Dionysus.

ii) Babylonians believed Tammuz was conceived in his mother’s womb by a sunbeam.

iii) Buddha’s mother claimed she saw a white elephant enter her stomach.

iv) Hindus believe Vishnu was reincarnated in Devaki’s womb as her son Krishna.

b) God enables us to obey Him, even in the most difficult circumstances.
i) Will you be as Mary?

ii) Will you be as Joseph?

Matthew 2:1-12
Three different receptions to the newborn King

1) Now, after Jesus was born [aor. pass. ptc.] in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold [aor. act. impv.], magi from the East arrived [aor. dep. ind.] in Jerusalem, 2 saying [pres. act. ptc.], “Where is [pres. ind.] He who has been born [aor. pass. ptc.] King of the Jews?  Because we have seen [aor. act. ind.] His star in the East and have come [aor. act. ind.] to worship [aor. act. inf.] Him.”—2:1-2

a) Herod the Great ruled from 37-4 BC.  He built the Temple in Jerusalem as well as the city and harbor at Caesarea.  He was made king by the Romans, and married into the Maccabean line.  The Magi wanted to see the One born (not made) King of the Jews.  Herod was a descendent of Esau!
b) “His star” is perhaps taken from Numbers 24:17; perhaps also a preview of Isaiah 60:3ff.
c) Magi were educated men who dabbled in astrology, the occult, and science.  They demonstrate their relative innocence by persistently asking their question [note the present participle] around Jerusalem.  Had they known of Herod’s cruelty and suspicion, they probably wouldn’t have done so!
d) What was the time frame compared with Jesus’ birth in the Fall of 5 BC?

i) This even seems to take place after the purification ceremony in Luke 2:22-24.  It would dishonest for Joseph to offer a poor man’s offering if he possessed such wealth described here.

ii) Herod dies at the end of November in 4 BC.

iii) Thus, Jesus would have been approximately 1 year old at this time.

2) Now, when Herod the king heard [aor. act. ptc.] this,

a) Herod’s unsettledness—he was unsettled [aor. pass. ind.] and all Jerusalem with him.—2:3

i) Herod had already put three of his own children and one wife to death already.  He feared anyone’s claim to the throne.  Caesar Augustus said he would rather be Herod’s pig [u`j] than Herod’s son [ui`oj].
b) Herod’s question—And after he had gathered together [aor. act. ptc.] all the chief priests and scholars of the people, he kept inquiring [imperf. dep. ind.] from them where the Messiah was to be born [pres. pass. ind.].—2:4

i) The chief priests were primarily Sadducees while the scholars were predominantly Pharisees.

ii) One rabbi stated that Solomon’s temple had 18 high-priests in its 410 years of existence.  The second temple had over 300 in its 420 years of existence!

c) The scholars’ answer—And they said [aor. act. ind.] to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for it stands written [perf. pass. ind.] in this way through the prophet:—2:5-6

i) ‘And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, are [pres. ind.] by no means least among the leaders of Judah; because out of you will come forth [fut. dep. ind.] a Leader [pres. dep. ptc.] who will shepherd [fut. act. ind.] My people Israel.’”

(1) Quote from Micah 5:2

(2) This was to distinguish this Bethlehem from Bethlehem of Galilee, not too far from Nazareth.

d) Herod’s second question—Then Herod, after he secretly called [aor. act. ptc.] the magi, ascertained [aor. act. ind.] from them the time the star appeared [pres. mid. ptc.].—2:7

e) Herod’s commands—And he sent them [aor. act. ptc.] to Bethlehem and said [aor. act. ind.], “When youpl have gone [aor. dep. ptc.], search diligently [aor. act. impv.] concerning the young child; and when youpl have found [aor. act. subj.] him, report back [aor. act. impv.] to me, so that I too may come [aor. act. ptc.] and worship [aor. act. subj.] Him.”—2:8

i) Herod was a master of deceit and treachery.

3) Now, after hearing [aor. act. ptc.] the king, they departed [aor. dep. ind.].  And behold [aor. act. impv.], the star that they had seen [aor. act. ind.] in the East was going before [imperf. act. ind.] them, until it came [aor. act. ptc.] and stood [aor. act. ind.] over where the young child was [imperf. ind.].—2:9

· Remember that stars “travel” east to west, not north to south (from Jerusalem to Bethlehem)

· NB, the five aoristic participles

a) And having seen [aor. act. ptc.] the star, they rejoiced [aor. dep. ind.] exceedingly with great joy.—2:10

b) And when they had entered [aor. act. ptc.] into the house, they saw [aor. act. ind.] the young child with Mary His mother—2:11a

i) Remember Jesus was born in a stable (Luke 2:7).

c) And having fallen down [aor. act. ptc.], they worshipped [aor. act. ind.] Him—2:11b

i) The first people to worship the King of the Jews were Gentiles!!

d) And having opened [aor. act. ptc.] their treasures they offered [aor. act. ind.] gifts to Him: gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.—2:11c

e) And having been warned [aor. pass. ptc.] in a dream not to return [aor. act. inf.] to Herod, they returned [aor. act. ind.] to their own region by means of another way.—2:12
i) God protected them from the treachery of Herod.

4) Summary and applications

a) Is your reception of the King like that of the Magi, like Herod, or the religious leaders?
i) Are you thrilled to worship?

ii) Are you hostile and agitated?

iii) Are you indifferent and disinterested?

b) God’s wisdom—God’s plans are greater than any human king’s plans.
c) God’s compassion

i) God protects the Magi from wicked King Herod.

ii) God provides for Joseph and his small family by giving them gifts through these Magi.  He will need these valuables for his imminent journey to Egypt.

Matthew 2:13-23

God’s protection of Jesus in His early childhood
1) Matthew 2:13-15—Hosea 11:1  (The Savior becomes a fugitive in Egypt)
a) The commands—Now, when they had departed [aor. act. ptc.], behold [aor. act. impv.], an angel of the Lord appeared [pres. mid. ind.] in a dream to Joseph, saying [pres. act. ptc.],

i) What was Joseph to do?

(1) “Having arisen [aor. pass. ptc.],

(2) Take [aor. act. impv.] the child and his mother
(a) Note the order of importance.
(3) And flee [pres. act. impv.] to Egypt
(a) Why should the Savior flee for His own safety?
(4) And stay [pres. impv.] there until I tell [aor. act. subj.] you,
(a) God’s command through the angel gives no certain time frame
ii) Why?

(1) Because Herod is going [pres. act. ind.] to seek [pres. act. inf.] the child to destroy [aor. act. inf.] Him.”—2:13
iii) N.B.—God does not promise to blind Herod’s soldiers, or to destroy them by an angel, or to simply have the family miraculously hidden from the soldiers.  The family was not instantly transported to Egypt.  God chose to protect His Son by ordinary and unmiraculous means.  It was to be a long, tiring trip.

b) The obedience—2:14-15

i) Following the what’s
(1) And having risen [aor. pass. ptc.],

(2) He took [aor. act. ind.] the child and his mother by night
(a) Note the eagerness of his obedience
(3) And departed [aor. act. ind.] to Egypt,
(a) Note the exactness of his obedience
(4) And he remained [imperf. ind.] there until the end of Herod,
(a) Note the completeness of his obedience

(b) This stay probably lasted only a few months.
ii) Why?

(1) In order that it might be fulfilled [aor. pass. subj.] which was spoken [aor. pass. ptc.] by the Lord through the prophet, saying [pres. act. ptc.], “Out of Egypt I called [aor. act. ind.] my son.”

(a) Hosea’s original context is not prophecy, but rather a looking to Israel’s past in Exodus

(b) Matthew uses Hosea’s statement to illustrate that it has been completed.

2) Matthew 2:16-18—Jeremiah 31:15
a) Then Herod, having perceived [aor. act. ptc.] that he was tricked [aor. pass. ind.] by the Magi, was exceedingly angry [aor. pass. ind.] and having sent forth [aor. act. ptc.], he killed [aor. act. ind.] all the male children who were in Bethlehem and in all its districts, from two years old and under, according to the time he had ascertained [aor. act. ind.] from the Magi.—2:16
i) Herod did not appreciate being bested by the Magi.  The Magi did not intend to trick Herod.  They were obeying God’s command!  His angry response resulted in the death of 20-30 little boys.
b) Then was fulfilled [aor. pass. ind.] what was spoken [aor. pass. ptc.] by Jeremiah the prophet, saying [pres. act. ptc.], 18 “A voice was heard [aor. pass. ind.] in Ramah, funeral dirge and weeping and great wailing, Rachel weeping [pres. act. ptc.] for her children, and not wanting [imperf. act. ind.] to be comforted [aor. pass. inf.] because they are [pres. ind.] no more.”—2:17-18
i) The context of Jeremiah’s statement refers to the Babylonian captivity.

ii) Herod had no intention of fulfilling any Scripture, but he did.

3) Matthew 2:19-23—from an unspecified location in the prophets (the Savior is despised)
a) But after Herod came to an end [aor. act. ptc.], behold [aor. act. impv.], an angel of the Lord appeared [pres. mid. ind.] in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 20 saying [pres. act. ptc.], “Having arisen [aor. pass. ptc.], take [aor. act. impv.] the young child and his mother and journey [pres. dep. impv.] into the land of Israel, because the ones seeking [pres. act. ptc.] the child’s life are dead [perf. act. ind.].”—2:19-20

· Herod died a horribly painful death in 4 BC.

· This is the only time the phrase “land of Israel” is used in the NT

i) And he, having arisen [aor. pass. ptc.],

(1) Took [aor. act. ind.] the young child and his mother
(2) And came [aor. act. ind.] into the land of Israel.
ii) But, after he heard [aor. act. ptc.] that Archelaus was reigning [pres. act. ind.] over Judea in place of Herod his father,
(1) He was afraid [aor. dep. ind.] to go [aor. act. inf.] there.—2:22a

iii) And having been warned [aor. pass. ptc.] in a dream,
(1) He departed [aor. act. ind.] into the region of Galilee—2:22b

iv) And having arrived [aor. act. ptc.],

(1) He dwelt [aor. act. ind.] in a city called [pres. pass. ptc.] Nazareth,

(a) This was Mary’s home town (Luke 1:26).

(2) Why?  So that what was spoken [aor. pass. ptc.] by the prophets might be fulfilled [aor. pass. subj.], “He shall be called [fut. pass. ind.] a Nazarene.”—2:23
(a) To be a Nazarene was to be despised.  Nazareth was the town that housed the Roman garrison for the northern Galilean region.
4) Summary and applications

a) Consider the reality of Psalm 37:23—“The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD, And He delights in his way.”
b) God desires and deserves obedience as that demonstrated by Joseph: eager, exact, and complete.

c) God rarely uses anything or anyone other than the ordinary.

d) God will keep His plan and purpose on track.  Remember Ephesians 1:11.

Matthew 3:1-12
The Messiah is Announced
(Responses to that announcement)

1) The commands—Now, in those days John the Baptizer arrived [pres. dep. ind.], publicly proclaiming [pres. act. ptc.] in the wilderness of Judea, 2 and saying [pres. act. ptc.], “Repent [pres. act. impv.], because the kingdom of heaven has drawn near [perf. act. ind.]!”—3:1-2

· “In those days” is vague, but Luke says it was in Tiberius Caesar’s 15th year (Luke 3:1-2).  That would make this time 26-27 AD, some 29-30 years after Matthew 2.

· There are two terms which indicate the official nature of John’s proclamation:

i) “Arrived” is a term often used for the arrival of officials

ii) “Publicly proclaiming” is a term often used for announcing the arrival of a king

· He was preaching East of the river Jordan (John 1:28).

· Repentance involves a change in man’s attitude toward God and in the conduct of one’s life.  John Broadus said this word “repent” was the worst translation of a word in the NT.
a) Because this is [pres. ind.] he who was spoken of [aor. pass. ptc.] by the prophet Isaiah, saying [pres. act. ptc.], “The voice of one shouting [pres. act. ptc.] in the wilderness, ‘Prepare [aor. act. impv.] the way of the Lord; Produce [pres. act. impv.] straight paths for him.’”—3:3

i) Taken from Isaiah 40:3
b) Now, John himself had [imperf. act. ind.] a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food was [imperf. ind.] locusts and wild honey.—3:4

i) Not unlike Elijah (2nd Kings 1:8).  His diet was ceremonially clean (Leviticus 11:22).
ii) The garment was woven from the hair of camels.

iii) The locusts (after the removal of heads, wings, and legs) were often boiled, stewed, or roasted.  They are eaten both fresh and dried (salted).

2) The crowds—At that time Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region around the Jordan—3:5-6
a) Were doing what?

i) Were going out [imperf. dep. ind.] to him,—3:5b
ii) And were being immersed [imperf. pass. ind.] by him in the Jordan—3:6
(1) While acknowledging [pres. mid. ptc.] their sins.
b) A challenge to the newcomers—3:7-10

i) But after he saw [aor. act. ptc.] many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming [pres. dept. ptc.] for his immersion, he said [aor. act. ind.] to them,
· We conclude from Matthew 21:25-27 that John did not immerse them
(1) A condemnation—“Brood of poisonous snakes!
(a) Jesus used the same terminology later on (Matthew 12:34; 23:33), indicating these religious leaders were unclean like the snakes!
(2) A question—Who warned [aor. act. ind.] youpl to flee [aor. act. inf.] from the coming [pres. act. ptc.] wrath?—3:7
(a) The image is of snakes fleeing a field when the harvest begins, or when fire swept across a field.
(3) Two commands—

(a) Therefore, produce [aor. act. impv.] fruit corresponding to repentance.—3:8
(i) Note the boldness of John to challenge as unworthy the very ones who posed as lights and leaders of the Jewish people.

(b) And do not presume [aor. act. subj.] to say [pres. act. inf.] among yourselves, ‘We have [pres. act. ind.] a father, Abraham;—3:9a
(i) In Judaism of that day, Abraham was represented as sitting at the gate of Gehenna to deliver any Jew who might have been consigned to its terrors.  Compare John 8:39.

(ii) John addresses their tender spot: their pride.

(4) Why?

(a) Because I am saying [pres. act. ind.] to youpl that God is able [pres. dep. ind.] out of these stones to raise up [aor. act. inf.] children to Abraham.—3:9b
(b) And even now the ax is laid [pres. dep. ind.] to the root of the trees.—3:10a
(i) The ax is ready for business!

(c) Therefore, every tree that is not characterized by producing [pres. act. ptc.] good fruit
(i) Is being cut down [pres. pass. ind.] and…
(ii) Is being thrown [pres. pass. ind.] into the fire.—3:10b
3) The contrast—3:11-12
a) On the one hand, I am immersing [pres. act. ind.] youpl with water in view of repentance—3:11a
i) Immersion presupposes and expresses repentance.
b) But on the other hand he who is coming [pres. act. ptc.] after me is [pres. ind.] stronger than I, whose sandals I am [pres. ind.] not adequate to carry [aor. act. inf.];—3:11b
· This was a slave’s job in the culture of their day.

i) Concerning genuine believers
(1) He will immerse [fut. act. ind.] youpl with the Holy Spirit.—3:11c
(2) His winnowing fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly clean [fut. act. ind.] his threshing floor, and…
(3) He will gather [fut. act. ind.] his wheat into the granary,—3:12a
ii) Concerning unbelievers

(1) But the chaff he will destroy [fut. act. ind.] with unquenchable fire.—3:12b
4) Summary and applications

a) Have you repented?  What works in your life demonstrate repentance?
b) Have you been immersed?  I realize this is not Christian immersion in this context, but the principle is still the same:  immersion is identification

c) If you have not repented, are you anticipating destruction in unquenchable fire?

Matthew 3:13-17
The Messiah gets Immersed
(The Identification of the Messiah)
1) Then Jesus arrived [pres. dep. ind.] …—3:13

a) Where?
i) From Galilee—where he had been living
ii) To the Jordan—where John was
b) Whom?  To John—God’s spokesman
c) Why?  To be immersed [aor. pass. inf.] by him—to identify with his message
2) But John was preventing [imperf. act. ind.] him, saying [pres. act. ptc.], “I have [pres. act. ind.] need to be immersed [aor. pass. inf.] by you, and you are coming [pres. dep. ind.] to me?”—3:14

a) Humility on display.  This illustrates what John said earlier about Jesus’ sandals.
b) John refuses Jesus’ desire to be immersed for the opposite reason he refused the Pharisees and Sadducees.

3) But having answered [aor. dep. ptc.], Jesus said [aor. act. ind.] to him, “Allow [aor. act. impv.] it at this time, because in this way it is fitting [pres. ptc.] for us to fulfill [aor. act. inf.] all righteousness.”  Then he allowed [pres. act. ind.] him.—3:15

a) It was right for John to immerse Jesus, and it was right for Jesus to be immersed.

4) And after he had been immersed [aor. pass. ptc.], Jesus came up [aor. act. ind.] immediately from the water—3:16a

a) And, behold [aor. act. impv.], the heavens were opened [aor. pass. ind.] and…
b) He saw [aor. act. ind.] the Spirit of God…
i) Coming down [pres. act. ptc.] like a dove and…
ii) Coming upon [pres. dep. ptc.] him.

c) And, behold [aor. act. impv.], a voice out of heaven, saying [pres. act. ptc.]…—3:17

i) “This one is [pres. ind.] my son,
(1) See Psalm 2:7
ii) The beloved,

iii) In whom I take pleasure [aor. act. ind.].”
d) NB the entire Tri-unity is present.
e) Note that this encouragement was crucial to Jesus’ next step—the temptation in the wilderness

5) Summary and applications

a) Jesus was not afraid to identify with the message of John.
b) Jesus was willing to humble himself for immersion by John.

c) Jesus was encouraged by the Words of His Father.  He recognized his position.

Matthew 4:1-11

The King is Tested

Introduction:  We have seen that Jesus possesses the appropriate background to be king.  The question remains: does he possess the spiritual and moral character to be king?  Matthew answers that for us in the first part of chapter 4.

1) The setting—Then Jesus was brought up [aor. pass. ind.] into the wilderness—4:1-2

a) By the Spirit—this was not accidental, but by God’s purpose; Satan is not the aggressor
b) To be tested [aor. pass. inf.] by the devil—

i) Satan desired to test the validity of the Father’s statement at the immersion of the king.  The character of Messiah must be blameless, so Satan desires to prove that this Jesus lacks that character.

c) And having fasted [aor. act. ptc.] forty days and nights, afterward he was hungry [aor. act. ind.].

i) The testing came after the 40 days

2) Test # 1—Personal focus—And when the tempter [pres. act. ptc.] approached [aor. act. ptc.] him, he said [aor. act. ind.], “If you are the son of God, say [aor. act. impv.] that these stones become [aor. dep. subj.] loaves of bread.”  4 But he answered [aor. dep. ptc.] and said [aor. act. ind.], “It stands written [perf. pass. ind.], “Man shall not live [fut. dep. ind.] on bread alone but on every utterance proceeding [pres. dep. ptc.] from the mouth of God.’”
a) The essence of this test is to see if Jesus, the acknowledged Son of God, will act independently of the Father, or will he trust His Father to do what is right.  Use the power he possesses as the Son of God to satisfy his personal desires for food apart from the Father’s authority.

3) Test # 2—National focus—Then the devil took him [pres. act. ind.] into the holy city and stood him [pres. act. ind.] upon the pinnacle of the temple, 6 and said [pres. act. ind.] to him, “If you are the son of God, throw [aor. act. impv.] yourself down, because it stands written [perf. pass. ind.], ‘Because He shall command [fut. dep. ind.] his angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they shall lift you up [fut. act. ind.], lest you dash [aor. act. subj.] your foot against a stone.’”  7 Jesus kept saying [imperf. ind.] to him, “On the other hand, it stands written [perf. pass. ind.], ‘You shall not tempt [fut. act. ind.] the Lord your God.’”
a) The rabbis had a tradition that when Messiah came, He would stand on the roof of the temple proper.

b) The essence of this test is to see if Jesus, the proclaimed Son of God, will be taken care of by the Father.  Will the Father be faithful to this Son whom he has declared to be his beloved, and the one in whom he is pleased?  Will God be impressed with (what some call) “such a sensational demonstration of faith”?  Will Jesus be presumptuous?
c) Jesus corrects Satan’s misuse of Scripture.  Satan omits part of Psalm 91:11-12 (“in all your ways”).
4) Test # 3—Universal focus—Again, the devil brought [pres. act. ind.] him to an extremely high mountain, and exhibited [pres. act. ind.] to him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory, 9 and said [pres. act. ind.] to him, “All these I will give [fut. act. ind.] to you if you, having fallen down [aor. act. ptc.], you worship [aor. act. subj.] me.”  10 Then Jesus said [pres. act. ind.] to him, “Get away [pres. act. impv.] behind me, Satan!  Because it stands written [perf. pass. ind.], ‘The Lord your God you shall worship [fut. act. ind.], and him only you shall serve [fut. act. ind.].’”

a) NB, Satan does not acknowledge Jesus as God in this test.  Satan is simply demanding a one-time act of worship, not an ongoing activity.  What will one time hurt?
b) The essence of this test is to have the crown without the cross.  Follow your own desires and get what you want, without yielding to God’s plan.  The end justifies the means and methods.  Will Jesus compromise?
c) Jesus responds with the authority of the Son of God and orders Satan to leave.

5) Conclusion—Then the devil left [pres. act. ind.] him, and behold [aor. act. impv.], angels approached [aor. act. ind.] and kept ministering [imperf. act. ind.] to him.—4:11
a) Satan obeyed the king.
b) Angels served the king.

6) Summary and applications
a) Who is Jesus?

i) Jesus is man—Jesus does not deny that He was hungry and possessed the power to make bread.  He trusted his Father to provide for him.
ii) Jesus is the Son of David—Jesus does not deny that He was under God’s special protection.  He trusted his Father to protect him.
iii) Jesus is the Son of Abraham—Jesus does not deny that He will be king over the all the kingdoms of the earth.  He only denies the method of receiving the crown.  He trusted his Father to promote him.
b) What is Jesus able to do?

i) Hebrews 2:18

ii) Hebrews 4:14-16
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