John Series part 3
Calvary Baptist Church
Sleepy Eye, MN
John 5:1-18

Purpose: to encourage all to grasp the supremacy of Christ in all things

Introduction:  This is the first major opposition to Jesus by the Jewish leaders in John’s book.  This event takes place after the 11 events recorded in Matthew 4:13-16, 18-22, and Luke 4:16-5:39.  This unit runs through 5:47.

1) Jesus deliberately initiated the conflict—5:1-8
a) John describes the context of this sign—5:1-5
i) Based on time—1 After these things (chapter 4) was a feast (Booths? Oct. 21-28, 31 AD) of the Jews, and Jesus went up (from Galilee) to Jerusalem.
ii) Based on location—2 Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep [Gate] (north-east corner of the city, just north of the temple, outside the city wall) a pool called in Hebrew Beth-esda (house of flowing water), having five covered walkways [].  3 In these (walkways) were reclining a great crowd of the weak—blind, lame (impaired), paralyzed—[expecting the agitation of the water].
(1) To the east of these twin trapezoid-shaped mineral pools was a small temple dedicated to the Roman god Asclepius (god of medicine; think snake on a staff).  The pools were @ 50’ deep, fed by underground pipe or springs.
iii) Based on superstition—4 [For an angel would descend at a certain time in the pool and stir up the water.  Then whoever stepped in first, after the disturbance of the water, would be made well of whatever disease he had.]
(1) This verse is debatable, having words and sentence structure unlike the rest of John.
iv) Based on human need—5 Now a certain man was there who had been thirty-eight years in his weakness.
b) Jesus initiates the sign—6 Jesus, … he said to him, “Do you want/desire to become well/healthy?”
i) Jesus selected one out of many to whom He demonstrated grace and power.
ii) Based on human observation—having perceived [aor. act. ptc.] this one reclining,
iii) Based on Divine knowledge—and knowing [aor. act. ptc.] that he had been there a long time,
(1) Or did Jesus simply ask around as to whom had been sick the longest?
iv) The frustrated complaint of the impotent, lonely man—7 The weak man responded to him, “Sir, I have no one, whenever the water may be stirred up, that may put me into the pool; but while I am going, another descends (the corner steps) before me.”
v) Did the disabled man have the will aspect of faith?  After all, the man has apparently not had to work for at least 38 years.
vi) The man had the wrong view of what or Whom could possibly heal him.
c) Jesus commands the disabled man—8 Jesus said to him, “Rise [aor. act. impv.], pick up [aor. act. impv.] your mat and walk [pres. act. impv.].”
i) Three commands the man was unable to obey in and of himself.  They are all evidences of having been healed.

2) Jesus insists on the first Sabbath conflict—5:9-18
a) The Jewish leaders respond to the healing—5:9-13  9 And immediately the man became well/healthy, and picked up his mat, and was walking.  Now, it was a Sabbath on that day.
i) Not necessarily the weekly Sabbath; feast days were regarded as a Sabbath.
ii) The response of unbelief—10 Therefore the (leaders of the) Jews were saying to the man who was healed, “It is a Sabbath; it is not permitted for you to pick up the mat.”
(1) Is there a Bible passage that teaches this?  No.
(2) Rabbis demanded either a sin-offering (involuntary violation) or stoning (deliberate violation) for transporting an object in public [see The Tosefta 1:357-427]
iii) The response of the newly healed—11 He responded to them, “The one who made me well, that one said to me, “Pick up your mat and walk.”
(1) Fear? Avoiding responsibility?
iv) Their search for the offender—12 Therefore they said to him, “Who is this man who said to you, ‘Pick up your mat and walk’?”
(1) We want to question him about telling people to violate the Sabbath
(2) They weren’t so interested in him being cured, however.
v) The avoidance by Jesus—13 But the one who had been healed did not know who it was, because Jesus had withdrawn, while there was a crowd in the place.
b) Jesus intentionally pursues the conflict—5:14-18
i) The encounter with the healed man by Jesus—14 After these things (the interrogation by the leaders), Jesus found him in the temple (south of where he had been healed), and said to him,
(1) A reinforcement—“See, you have become (and remain) [pf. act. ind.] well.
(2) A command to repent—Do not sin [pres. act. impv.] anymore,
(3) A warning—so that nothing worse (than your 38-year disability) happen to you.”
(a) There are some things far worse than a long-term physical disability, including final judgment without trusting Christ (5:29)
ii) The identification of Jesus—15 The man went away and reported to the (leaders of the) Jews that it was Jesus who had made him well.
(1) Apparently no repentance, no recognition of his spiritual need
(2) He tattles on Jesus, responding to the Jewish leaders’ question in 4:12
iii) The basis of the response by the Jewish leaders—16 And for this reason (that the man had reported Jesus’ name to them) the (leaders of the) Jews
(1) Were doing what?
(a) were persecuting Jesus,
(b) and were seeking to kill Him,
(c) What had been curiosity earlier (3:1-2; 4:1) has turned to outright hostility
(2) Why were they doing this?
(a) because He had done these things [NB the plural; this recorded sign was simply part of a pattern] on a Sabbath.
iv) Jesus theological basis for His actions—17 But Jesus responded (as a legal defense) to them (the leaders of the Jews), “My (not the usual Jewish “our”) Father is working until now, and I am working.”
(1) “Our Father”
(a) OT—1st Chronicles 29:10; Isaiah 63:16; 64:8
(b) NT—13 times
(2) God’s providential care of the world never stops working; the world would cease to exist if He did not perpetually sustain it.
(3) God’s Sabbath actions: Are not babies born? Do not people die?  Does not the sun shine, and the rain fall? Crops grow, nations are protected, etc.
(4) God’s prerogative: Jesus, as God, can do His will on the Sabbath, including healing a disabled man.
v) John’s explanation for their sinful response—18 For this reason, therefore, the (leaders of the) Jews were seeking all the more to kill Him, because …
(1) The beginning of their attempts to kill him (7:1, 19-20, 25; 8:37, 40; 11:8, 16, 53)
(2) A misunderstanding—He not only broke the Sabbath, (in their eyes)
(a) What exactly had Jesus done?  He had spoken to a disabled man and shown mercy.
(b) He who made the Sabbath and the accompanying Biblical rule
(c) The Sabbath does not mean doing nothing, but rather doing the work of God.
(3) A correct understanding—but also was saying that God was His own Father, making Himself equal [] with God.
(a) They understood His claim, unlike some religious groups today
(b) Jesus is equal to the Father in dignity/glory, will, essence, and nature.
(c) The Son is subordinate to the Father and dependent upon the Father, as the Spirit will show us in the rest of the chapter. (5:19, 22-23, 26-27, 30, 32, 36-37)

3) Summary and applications
a) Jesus knows all about our situation—He takes the initiative to come to us, in spite of our condition.
b) Jesus possesses the power to restore what sin has destroyed—He enables us to obey His commands.
c) Jesus is worthy of our gratitude—This man shows no expression of gratitude or appreciation for what Jesus did for him.
d) Jesus is equal to the Father in equal to the Father in dignity/glory, will, essence, and nature—He works with sovereign freedom and is worthy of our worship.


John 5:19-24

Purpose: to equip believers in understanding the relationship of the Son and the Father so as to enable them to defend against false doctrine

Introduction:  Jesus addresses His equality with by exercising His God-given authority to work on the Sabbath

1) The harmony of the Son with the Father—5:19  19 Then Jesus responded and said,
a) Jesus states a solemn truth—“Truly, truly I say to youpl (Jewish leaders of 5:16),
i) This is still a legal setting (5:17).  To the credit of the Jewish leaders, they were seeking to maintain the distinction between an infinite God and finite, fallen man.
b) Jesus denies His own independent initiative and activity—the Son is not able to do anything from [] Himself,
i) The meaning—Nothing Jesus does originates simply from Himself as completely distinct from (or as inferior to) God the Father
(1) The signs are demonstrations of the Father’s power through Christ in human form.  Jesus is not attempting to be a rival God.
(2) Christ is unable to act in competition with or contradiction to the Father
c) The exception—except what He sees the Father doing; (see 5:17)
i) The Son has the same goal and objective as the Father.  The Son does not initiate, He imitates.  He does not act independently but dependently.
d) Thus, Jesus is subject to Sabbath laws to the same extent God the Father is.

2) Jesus gives four explanations to His relationship with the Father—5:19b-24
· Based on the 4  clauses
a) Explanation # 1—5:19b  The Son is not independent of the Father—for [ # 1] whatever things He (the Father) does, these things the Son also does similarly.
i) Whatever the Son does, He does with equal power and under the Father’s authority.
ii) Thus, Jesus is equal to the Father in essence, but is subordinate in function.
b) Explanation # 2—How does the Son know what the Father is doing?  Because of the Father’s initiative and the privileged position of the Son—5:20-21  20 [ # 2] For the Father…
i) The Father enjoys the Son—5:20a  loves [] the Son,
(1) This verse and 16:27 are the only places where the Father is said to love with 
(2) Jesus knows that the Father’s authority over Him is that of love.
ii) The Father reveals things to the Son—5:20b
(1) Regular things in the present—and shows [] Him all things that He Himself is doing,
(2) Greater things in the future—and He will show [] Him greater works than these (like healing the paralyzed man),
(a) Why will the Father do this?  so that youpl may be astonished.
c) Explanation # 3 & 4—5:21-22
i) The Father’s freedom to delegate authority to the Son to make alive—5:21  21 [ # 3] For just as the Father raises the dead and makes alive, in this way also the Son makes alive whomever He desires [].
(1) Giving life is the exclusive prerogative of God.  This was acknowledged frequently in the common Jewish prayer as “God who raises the dead.”
ii) The Father’s freedom to delegate authority to the Son to judge—5:22-23
(1) This judgment is that which determines eternal destiny of people.
(2) Their distinct relationships to judgment—5:22
(a) 22 For [ # 4] the Father judges no one, but has assigned all judgment to the Son (see 5:26-27)
(b) And yet the Father still judges as well (Genesis 18:25; Judges 11:27; Daniel 7:9-14; Revelation 14:7; 16:7; 19:1-2)
(c) Judging people is the exclusive prerogative of God.
(3) Why has the Father delegated this authority to the Son?—5:23  23 so that everyone may honor the Son, just as they honor the Father.
(4) The seriousness of not granting equal honor within the Tri-unity of God—The one who is not honoring the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him.
(a) Jesus is worthy of equal honor as the Father, but the Jewish leaders denied Jesus is equal to the Father.
(i) The Jewish principle was “a man’s agent is like the man himself.”
(b) Thus the Jewish leaders were right in 5:17-18 that Jesus was making Himself equal with God.  They were wrong to reject the Son, because by doing so they rejected the Father who sent the Son.  Jesus was not the one who dishonored God, as they accused; rather they did that themselves by not honoring Jesus!
(c) It is impossible to honor God while dishonoring Jesus Christ.

3) The grace of the Son—5:24  24 Truly, truly I say to youpl, that…
a) What does genuine faith look like? These participles refer to one and the same person, the Granville Sharpe rule (Wallace, p. 275).  These are the very ones to whom the Son chooses to give life (5:21)
i) Listening to the Son—the one who is listening [pres. act. ptc.] (with the heart) to My (collective) word
(1) And to hear the word of Jesus is to hear the word of the Father (14:24)
ii) Trusting in the Father—and is trusting [pres. act. ptc.] in Him who sent Me
iii) These are only possible if God enables you to do so.
b) What happens to such a one?
i) Positive—has eternal life,
ii) Negative—and does not come into judgment,
iii) Permanent transfer—but has transferred [pf. act. ind.] out of death into life.
(1) This teaches we are all dead until we are made alive by Christ.  We are in death, and can, by His grace, be transferred into life now!
(2) John uses this again in 1st John 3:14.
c) How can the spiritually dead listen and trust?  The same way the man at the pool was enabled to obey Christ’s commands.  “He could obey the words of Christ to rise and take up his bed roll only because the one who spoke the message also provided the enablement.  In like manner Christ’s message provides the power.  The gospel is the power of God unto salvation (Romans 1:16). Jesus not only shows the way to eternal life, he is the way (14:6).” (Kent, p. 93)

4) Summary and applications
a) Equality with the Father is a reality for Jesus Christ.  Because He is God, Jesus is worthy of our worship.  Jesus not only accepts worship, He demands it.
b) For the believer, the day of judgment is now past.  You will not experience future judgment from God.
c) Have you been permanently transferred from death to life?
i) Death and life are present realities, depending on how people respond to Jesus Christ.
ii) Eternal life can be a reality here and now, depending on your relationship to Jesus Christ.



John 5:25-29

Purpose:  to prepare all listeners for the realities of 2 future resurrections

Introduction:  This continues the discussion in October 21-28, 31 AD.  Your view of exegeting this passage impacts your view of eschatology.

1) A solemn statement at a trial—5:25a  25 Truly, truly I say to youpl,
a) Jesus builds on His statement of 5:21 in this informal trial in the Temple.

2) Jesus teaches about His authoritative, efficacious call to regenerate the SPIRITUALLY dead—5:25-27
a) The hour for something new has arrived—that an hour is coming, and now is,
b) The promise of enablement in the present time
i) Exclusive enablement TO LISTEN—when the dead will listen to the voice of the Son of God,
(1) The dead here include the spiritually dead—Ephesians 2:1
(2) Jesus identified as the Son of God—1:34, 49; 5:25; 6:69; 9:35; 11:4, 27; 20:31
ii) Exclusive enablement TO LIVE—and those (of the dead) who listen will live.
(1) This is regeneration, not a resurrection.  This is what is referred to in theology as the efficacious call to salvation, as well as illumination of the mind/heart to embrace the Word of God.
(a) This is God’s decisive giving of the new nature to a spiritually dead person.
(2) This is not “post-mortem/eschatological evangelism” as some try to teach.
iii) How do people hear the voice of the Son of God today?  Through the Gospel as recorded in the Bible
iv) Consider the illustration of Ezekiel 37 and the valley of dry bones.
c) Why will this happen?—5:25b-27 26 For (because) … (remember 5:21-22)
i) The Father delegated power to Jesus TO MAKE ALIVE—5:26  so He (the Father) has granted [aor. act. ind.] to (authorized) the Son also to have life in Himself,
(1) Remember again 5:21
(2) Like Father, like Son—just as the Father has life in Himself,
(a) Genesis 2:7—Yahweh Elohim breathed into his nostril the breath of lives
(b) Exodus 3:14—the name Yahweh “I am” the self-existing One (Aseity)
(c) Nehemiah 9:6—You give (preserve) life to all of them
(d) Job 10:12—Job acknowledged life was from God
(e) Psalm 36:9—“with you is the fountain of life”
(3) When did the Father do this?  Eternity past—remember John 1:4—“in Him was [impf.] life”
ii) The Father delegated authority to Jesus TO JUDGE—5:27  27 and has granted [aor. act. ind.] Him authority to execute judgment also,
(1) Remember 5:22
(2) Why?  because [] He (Jesus) is the Son of Man. (noticed already in John 1:51; 3:13-14)
(a) He is the God-Man
(b) He is the Messiah of God—Daniel 7:13-14

3) Jesus teaches about His authoritative, efficacious call to judge the PHYSICALLY dead—5:28-29  28 Do not be astonished at this (claim to God-given authority),
a) We ought not be surprised that the One, who is both Son of God and Son of Man, can heal the man at the pool can also give life and execute judgment.
b) Jesus makes a prophecy of things to come—because an hour is coming in which
c) What is the prophecy and with what authority and power does Jesus say this?
i) Jesus possesses the encompassing authority to command—they will listen and obey
ii) Jesus possesses the encompassing power to enable the dead to listen—all who are in the tombs will listen to His (the Son’s) voice,
iii) Jesus possesses the encompassing power to enable the dead to resurrect—29 and will come out,
d) Two categories of resurrected people (focusing on the KIND of resurrection, not its TIMING)
i) Remember the concept is taught in the OT in Daniel 12:2 as well
ii) These two lifestyles illustrate the nature of the person.  Paul referred to this in Acts 24:15 as the resurrection of the just and the unjust.
iii) Some raised to life—those who have done [] good [] to a resurrection of (or leading to) life,
(1) This is the first reference in John to a resurrection other than Jesus’ own (2:19-20)
(2) No one naturally does good; therefore this must refer to those enabled to do good by the Holy Spirit
iv) Some raised to condemnation—and those who have practiced [] evil [] to a resurrection of (or leading to) judgment (condemnation).
(1) What everyone will do if left to themselves.
(2) There is no remedy for this.
(3) Illustrated in Isaiah 24:21-23.  This takes place at the Great White Throne Judgment in Revelation 20:11-15.

4) Summary and applications
a) Wisdom dictates following early Christianity’s premillennial interpretation of not equating 5:25 with 5:28-29.  It was not until after persecution ceased that interpreters began to equate them, which was part of Amillennialism.
b) Jesus possesses Divine authority over giving life and executing judgment.
c) He is both the Son of God (God’s mediator with man) and the Son of Man (man’s mediator with God).  What is your relationship with this Christ?



John 5:30-47

Purpose:  to challenge all as to their relationship to the Christ of Scripture

Introduction:  There is a shift here from the 3rd person to 1st person in Jesus’ reference to Himself.  Legal proceedings and terminology dominate this longer paragraph.  Jesus produces 5-6 witnesses to support His arguments.  He also presents 4 different “if…then…” clauses that are crucial to His argument.

1) Jesus does not act independently from the Father while judging—5:30  30 I am not able to do anything from Myself. (repeats 5:19)
a) As I hear (the Father judge), I judge, 
b) and My judgment is just (conforms to the standard, and therefore blameless),
i) Why?  because I seek not My own (distinct) will but the will of the Father who sent Me.
ii) Remember the Son of Man in Daniel 7:13-14
c) The authority to judge rests in the One who sent His Representative.  Jesus is completely dependent on the word and will of His Father.

2) Jesus is not self-serving as His own supporting witness—5:31  31 If (#1) I should testify [5th class; supposition] concerning Myself, My testimony is not true (valid, as under oath). (Deuteronomy 17:6 and 19:15; more than one witness needed)
a) Supporting witness # 1 (unknown; perhaps the Father?)—5:32  32 There is another who testifies concerning Me,
i) and I know that the testimony he testifies concerning Me is true (valid, as under oath).

3) Supporting witness # 2 (John the Immerser)—5:33-35  33 Youpl have sent to John, and he has testified to the truth. (1:19-27)
a) (34 But the testimony I receive is not from (the source of) man, but I say these things so [] that youpl may be saved.) (rescued)
i) There is benefit in listening to John’s testimony.
b) John’s testimony to Christ was unmistakable, except to the spiritually blind—5:35  35 That one (John) was the burning and shining lamp, (Jesus is the Light)
i) and youpl were willing for a while to rejoice in his (John’s derived) light.
ii) They initially rejoiced in John’s now completed work, but ultimately they rejected John and his testimony and refused his immersion (Luke 7:30).

4) Three more supporting witnesses—5:36-40  36 But I have a greater testimony than that of John;
a) Supporting testimony # 3 (The Father’s works done by Jesus)—because the works that the Father has given Me to complete—the works I that am doing—are testifying concerning Me, that the Father has sent Me.
i) All His works, including the signs Jesus does, point to who He is.  Remember Nicodemus’ comment in 3:2.
b) Supporting testimony # 4 (the Father general witness)—37 And the Father himself, who sent Me, has testified [pf. act. ind.] concerning Me.
i) What is the 3-fold indictment against them?
(1) Youpl have neither heard His voice at any time, (like Moses—Exodus 33:11)
(2) nor seen His form, (like Jacob—Genesis 32:30-31)
(3) 38 and youpl do not have His word abiding in youpl, (like Joshua--Joshua 1:8)
ii) What evidence does Jesus use to support His 3-fold accusation against them?
(1) because youpl do not trust the One whom He sent. 
c) Supporting testimony # 5 (the written Word)—39 Search the Scriptures, (trace these truth-tracks from the OT Scriptures; compare John 7:52)
· See Bullinger [Figures of Speech, p. 460] on imperative vs. indicative
i) because youpl suppose in them to have eternal life;
(1) Rabbi Hillel taught: “He who has gotten to himself words of the Thorah, has gotten to himself the life of the world to come.” (Sayings of the Jewish Fathers: Pirqe Aboth, 2:8)
ii) and these are they that are testifying concerning Me.
(1) See 1:45; 2:22; 3:10; 5:45-46; 20:9
iii) 40 But youpl are not willing to come to Me (not physically, but a decision of the heart and will in faith)
(1) that youpl may have (eternal) life. (they do not already possess life; they are dead)
(2) “No independence is more arrogant and more delusive than religious independence….” (Carson, p. 264)
iv) This shows the Word is understandable, worthy of investigation.

5) Jesus contrast Himself with the Jewish leaders—5:41-47
a) 41 I do not receive glory (fame) from people. (see 5:34)
i) 42 But I know [pf. act. ind.] (omnisciently) youpl, (2:24)
(1) that youpl do not have the love of (i.e. for) God in yourselves.
ii) Jesus knows the deepest secrets of the human heart
b) 43 I have come in My Father’s name (authority and approval), and youpl do not receive Me;
i) if (#2) another [] should come [3rd class; probable] in his own name, youpl will receive that one.
(1) They would accept a simple rabbi who does not claim to be sent by God.
(2) BTW, this is not a veiled prophetic reference to the Antichrist.
ii) This is not a matter of ability but deliberate choice.  To reject a person’s agent  who had come in his name was to reject the authority of that person himself.  NB that to reject Christ is only part of the response; they also accept a false teacher.
c) 44 How are youpl able to trust,
i) youpl who are receiving glory from one another,
ii) and do not seek the glory that comes from the only God? (see 12:43)
iii) It is impossible to trust in Christ and seek approval from people at the same time.
d) Jesus’ relationship to Moses—5:45-47  45 Do not suppose that I will (legally) accuse youpl to the Father; (at the last judgment; see 3:17)
i) there is one who is accusing youpl, Moses, (Deuteronomy 31:26-27)
(1) in whom youpl set hope [pf. act. ind.].
(2) Their hope should be in God who sent Moses, not Moses himself.
ii) Supporting witness # 6 (Moses)—5:46  46 For if (#3) youpl were trusting (2nd class; contrary to fact) Moses, youpl would trust Me; (Deuteronomy 18:15, 18)
(1) because that one wrote concerning Me.
(2) Consider Genesis 49:10; Numbers 24:17; Deuteronomy 18:15-18
(3) You cannot divide Moses and Christ.
iii) 47 But if (#4) youpl do not trust (1st class; assumed true) that one’s writings, how will youpl trust My words?
iv) Genuine faith is demonstrated in its response to the Word of God.
v) Note: this reference to Moses will transition us to chapter 6:1-21 and the feeding of the 5,000 some 6 months later in April 32 AD.

6) Summary and applications
a) Your view of the OT will help determine your view of Christ, and vice versa.
b) People possess 2 primary problems in their relationship to Christ:
i) An unwillingness to trust Him (5:40)
ii) An inability to trust Him (5:44)
c) Where do you stand in relationship to this Christ?



John 6:1-14

Purpose:  to show all listeners that Jesus is El-Shaddai, and that He is enough to satisfy their every need if they will trust Him

Introduction:  Approximately 6 months pass (October 31-April 32 AD) between 5:47 and 6:1.  During this time approximately 40 events are recorded in the Gospel accounts, including the following: Jesus has chosen the 12 apostles, taught the Sermon on the Mount, accomplished several miracles, conducted a second preaching tour of Galilee, been officially rejected by the Jewish leadership, has told His first series of parables, completed a third tour of Galilee, and shifted His focus of ministry from public to private.  Much of this is recorded in Luke 6:1-9:9.
	What we see today is Jesus’ first attempt to withdraw from the superficial crowds who followed Him, approximately 1 year before His death.  This sign is an introduction to the more important teaching the next day in Capernaum (6:25-ff).  The connecting thread with 5:45-47 for the writer is that of Moses.

1) The setting—6:1-4 (the only sign/miracle recorded in all 4 Gospels—Matthew 14:13-21; Mark 6:32-44; Luke 9:10-17)
a) LOGISTICALLY—John the Baptist has been put to death (Matthew 14:13; Mark 6:32; Luke 9:10)  If John is dead, and Herod sees Jesus similar to John …. (see Luke 9:7-9)
b) GEOGRAPHICALLY—6:1 1 After these things (chapter 5), Jesus went away to the other side (northeastern) of Sea of Galilee (of Tiberias). (near Bethsaida—Luke 9:10)
i) “After these things” addresses sequence, not strict chronology
ii) Tiberias is Galilee’s Roman name, after Herod Antipas’ capital city of Tiberias on the western shore of the lake.  The Tiber is the main river of the city of Rome. This helps date the writing of this book, as this name was not used until the end of the 1st century AD.
iii) Gennesaret (Luke 5:1) is another name for the Sea of Galilee. The OT name was Chinnereth (Numbers 34:11; Deuteronomy 3:17; Joshua 12:3; 13:27; 19:35; 1st Kings 15:20) [shaped like a lyre or harp].  
c) POLITICALLY—this puts Him in the territory ruled by Herod Philip, away from Antipas
d) SOCIALLY—6:2-3
i) 2 And a large crowd was following Him, because they were observing the signs that He was accomplishing on the sick.
(1) The signs attracted attention, and with heightened nationalistic zeal at this time of Passover (6:4), the people were looking for a leader (6:15).
ii) 3 Then Jesus went up on the mountain (Golan Heights today), and there He was sitting with His disciples.
e) THEOLOGICALLY—6:4  4 Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was imminent.
i) This chapter’s theme is focused on bread (17 x’s). In light of Passover, unleavened bread is almost certainly on their mind.
ii) Why didn’t Jesus go to Jerusalem?  See 7:1. 

2) The sign—6:5-14 (see a similar sign with Elisha—2nd Kings 4:42-44)
a) The dialogue—6:5-9
i) 5 Therefore Jesus, … said to Philip, (the disciple who would know the neighborhood resources; from Bethsaida [1:44])
(1) Perception—having lifted up His eyes and observed that a large crowd was coming toward Him,
(2) Motivation—Mark 6:34
(3) Teaching question, with the appearance of ignorance—“Where will we buy bread, so that these may eat?”
(a) Jesus takes the initiative before the crowd begins begging for food
(4) Explanation—(6 Now this He was saying while testing him, because He knew what He was about to do.)
ii) Answers indicating lack of resources—6:7-9
(1) By the 12—Mark 6:35 Send them all away so we don’t have to feed them
(2) By Philip—6:7  7 Philip responded to Him, “Two hundred denarii worth (8 months wages) of bread is not sufficient for them, that each one should receive a little.”
(a) The average person spent 1/12 of a day’s wage on bread.  Philip is assuming ½ rations for all.  He was skimping.
(3) By Andrew—6:8-9 8 One of His disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to Him, 9 “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves (inexpensive bread of the poor) and two small (preserved) fish, but what are these for so many?”
(a) Reintroduced—see 1:40, 44
(b) He had obeyed Jesus command to evaluate the situation (Mark 6:38)
b) The sign itself—6:10-14
i) Preparation to eat—6:10  10 Then Jesus said, “Make the people to recline.”  Now there was much grass in that place.  So the males reclined, about five thousand in number.
(1) Remember His preparations (“fill the water jars”) for the sign of changing water to wine in Cana of Galilee (John 2:1-11).
(2) Organization—in groups of 50 (Luke 9:14), plus women/children (Matthew 14:21) making feeding this many people much easier
(a) Note the obedience of both the disciples and the crowd, with no promise of provision.
ii) Provision to eat—6:11  11 And Jesus took the bread loaves, and having given thanks (to God the Father), He distributed to the disciples, and the disciples to those reclining; and likewise of the fish, as much as they wanted.
(1) The basis of prayer before eating.  We don’t bless the food; we bless the God who gives us food.
(2) Something like: “Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who brings forth bread from the earth.”
iii) Plenty to eat—6:12-13  12 Now, when they were satisfied, He said to His disciples, “Gather up the leftover fragments, so that nothing is wasted.”  13 Therefore they gathered them up and filled twelve baskets of the fragments from the five barley loaves and which were left over by those who had eaten.
(1) Were the leftovers for the ones who served?  The point is, there was more leftover food than what they started with in 6:9.
(a) Jewish traditions forbid the destruction of food.  Any crumbs smaller than an olive could be thrown away.
iv) Response to eating—6:14  14 When the people saw the sign that Jesus had done, they said, “This is certainly the Prophet who is coming into the world.”
(1) Deuteronomy 18:15-18; see John 1:21

3) Summary and applications
a) Jesus does not merely provide bread; He does so compassionately
b) Jesus does not merely provide bread; He does do creatively
c) Jesus does not merely provide bread; He does so abundantly
d) Not all followers of Christ are genuine believers; some follow merely out of curiosity.  Why are you a follower of Christ?




John 6:15-21

Purpose:  To encourage all to trust in a wise and loving Sovereign Who rules all things

Introduction:  This event takes place the evening just after feeding the 5,000 (6:1-14).

1) See the wisdom and selflessness of Jesus—6:15  15 Therefore … He withdrew [aor. act. ind.] to the mountain by Himself alone. (to pray—Matthew 14:23; Mark 6:46)
a) When?  after Jesus perceived [aor. act. ptc. ]
i) Omniscience or practical understanding of people in general (John 2:24-25)
b) What did He perceive?  that they (the 5,000 just fed) were about …
i) to come [pres. dep. inf.]
ii) and to seize Him (by force) [pres. act. inf.]
(1) To take Him against His will
c) What was their intention?  to [] make [aor. act. subj.] Him king,
i) Passover (6:4) was a time of expectation concerning the Messiah.
ii) Jesus had come over into the realm of Philip to get away from Herod because of this very possibility.
iii) The physical kingdom has been postponed because of the Jewish leaders’ rejection of Jesus. (Matthew 12:22-37) some months earlier.
iv) Remember Nathaniel’s confession in 1:49
v) Jesus has already been appointed king by the Father (Psalm 2:6-12; Daniel 7:13-14; Matthew 2:2).  Could He have the kingdom without the cross?  No!  Remember Satan’s temptations.

2) 16 Now … his disciples went down to (as far as) the sea,—6:16-17a
a) When?  @ 7-8 PM  when (the second) evening came,
b) What were they doing? they were going across the sea to Capernaum.
i) When?  17 and having got into the boat,
c) Why?  Jesus made (forced) them get into the boat—Matthew 14:22; Mark 6:45
i) To protect them from the crowd of political opportunists?
ii) To provide the situation for His next miracle?

3) What were the conditions of the disciples at this time?
a) PHOTODYNAMICALLY they were in the darkness of night—(And it was already dark,
b) SOCIALLY they were apart from Jesus—and Jesus had not come to them.)
c) PHYSICALLY they were being tossed about on the waves—18 And the sea was being stirred up while a great wind (from the west) was blowing.
i) They had to resort to rowing—Mark 6:48
d) CHRONOLOGICALLY they have been at this for up to 9 hours—Matthew 14:25; Mark 6:48
i) But remember that Jesus has been praying this entire time.

4) The private sign that points to Jesus’ power over nature—6:19-21 (as feeding 5,000 men)
a) Part One—Jesus suspends the laws of gravity
i) 19 Therefore … they saw Jesus
(1) What was Jesus doing?
(a) walking on the sea
(i) See Job 9:8 in the LXX where God walks on the waters; Habakkuk 3:15
(ii) Liberal theologians say Jesus was walking “by the lake”, not on it.  But …
1. If they were in the middle of the lake, how could they see Him?
2. If it was dark, how could they see Him?
3. If the waves were high, how could they see Him?
(b) and coming near the boat,
(2) When did He do this?  when they had rowed about three or four miles,
(3) What was their response?  and they were frightened.
(a) Experienced fishermen who thought He was a ghost or demon—Matthew 14:26; Mark 6:49
(b) Don’t forget that Jesus had stilled another storm on this same lake a few weeks earlier—Matthew 8:23-27; Mark 4:35-41; Luke 8:22-25
(c) “The sea that had impeded their movement was no obstacle to Christ, and all that they feared brought no fear to Him.” (Pentecost, Words & Works, p. 234)
ii) 20 But He said to them,
(1) A statement—“It is I;
(2) A command—do not be afraid.” (pres. dep. impv. +  = stop being afraid)
(a) Peter gets out of the boat, attempting to walk to Jesus—Matthew 14:28-31
b) Part Two—Jesus suspends the laws of time and space
i) 21 Then (after realizing He was not a ghost) they were willing to take Him into the boat,
(1) The wind stopped when Jesus got into the boat (Matthew14:32; Mark 6:51)
ii) and immediately the boat was at the land to which they were going.
(1) Not because of the wind or the lack thereof
iii) The disciples respond with worship (Matthew 14:33).  So should we.

5) Summary and applications
a) Is Jesus kind and wise to place His disciples in physical danger of a storm?  Yes.  There are some dangers greater than mere physical dangers.  Thus we need to keep proper perspective of storms that God in His sovereignty sends our way.
b) Sometimes we find ourselves in a storm because of disobedience (Jonah), and sometimes because of obedience (as here).  God knows best.
c) Obedience to Christ does not remove all obstacles to the completion of His will.  Trials must be endured in faith.
d) Will you trust this Jesus, creator and ruler of all things?  He demonstrates His power (both to sustain in trial and deliver from trial) on behalf of His followers.




John 6:22-34

Purpose:  to help all listeners understand what work is pleasing to God

Introduction:  On the lintel entering the Capernaum synagogue was a picture of a pot of manna

1) The Jewish people are searching for Jesus—6:22-24
a) The time—22 The next day,
i) After the events of the night recorded in 6:15-21
ii) Matthew 14:34-36 and Mark 6:53-56 record that His arrival caused a great stir among the people of Gennesaret (south of Capernaum), with Jesus healing many people.
b) when the crowd that stayed on the other side of the sea saw—what two things did they observe?
i) that there was no other boat there, except that one which His disciples had entered,
ii) and that Jesus had not entered the boat with his disciples, but His disciples had gone away alone—
(1) Thus they assumed Jesus must still be on the NE corner of the sea
(2) 23 but other boats had come from Tiberias (9 miles away on the west-southwestern shore), (perhaps because of the storm with westerly winds?)
(3) near the place where they ate bread after the Lord had given thanks (6:1-14)—
(a) This is the 2nd time Jesus is referred to as Lord in John’s book (4:1).
iii) Summary—24 therefore when the crowd saw that Jesus was not there, nor His disciples,
c) What was their response?  they also got into the boats and came to Capernaum, (for the purpose of) seeking Jesus.
i) Remember that Jesus had sent them away (Mark 6:45-46).

2) The discussion concerning true bread begins—6:25-29 (eventually this discussion moves into the synagogue in Capernaum—6:59)
a) The ignorant, confused crowd asks a question—6:25 25 And … they said to Him, “Rabbi, (no longer “the prophet”? 6:14 or “king” 6:15) when did You get [pf. act. ind.] here?”
i) when they found Him on the other side of the sea, (at Capernaum)
ii) They wanted to know when He arrived and how long He had been there.  They are ignorant of the sign to the 12 in the boat during the previous night.
b) Jesus addresses their true condition—6:26  26 Jesus responded to them and said,
i) He deliberately ignores their question.  Remember also 2:23-25.
ii) A solemn statement—“Truly, truly, I say to youpl,
iii) A penetrating observation judging their motives—youpl are seeking Me, (6:24)
(1) Negatively—not because youpl saw the signs,
(a) They didn’t want what the signs pointed to, only a personal benefit to themselves.
(2) Positively—but because youpl ate of the bread and were satisfied. (6:12)
(a) Their emotions had been stirred up and they admired Jesus because the food made them feel good, but they did not trust Him.
(b) They were too easily satisfied: they chose to be satisfied with food instead of Jesus.  They estimated the value of Jesus too lightly; they were not honoring Him as they claimed to be honoring the Father (5:23).
iv) A clarifying command regarding priorities—27 Do not work [pres. dep. impv. ]…
(1) Negatively—for the food which perishes, (as in 6:1-14; as the manna in the OT)
(2) Positively—but for the food which remains (contrary to manna) to eternal life,
(a) which the Son of Man will give [] youpl,
(i) According to His own will (5:21)
(b) Why will Jesus give them this food?  because the Father, God, has set His seal [aor. act. ind. ] on (exclusive authenticating approval) Him.”
(i) Jesus is not acting independently from the Father.
c) The crowd responds to Jesus regarding work—6:28  28 Then they said to Him,
i) “What must we do, so that we may work [pres. dep. subj. ] the works [] of (pleasing to) God?”
ii) Two possible interpretations:
(1) This is a legitimate question, indicating a possible first step toward Jesus.  Akin to Luke 10:25 and Acts 16:30.
(2) Their faith rests in own ability to do anything God sets before them.  Akin to “all that the LORD has spoken we will do” (Exodus 19:8).
iii) They had been taught by the Pharisees that if they followed the rules (works) of the Pharisees, they could enter the kingdom of God and have eternal life.
d) Jesus explains what work is pleasing to God—6:29 29 Jesus responded and said to them,
i) “This is the work [] of God, (that God requires and will be approved at the judgment)
(1) Change the object of your trust from yourself to Christ—that youpl trust [aor. act. ind.] in the One whom He sent.”

3) The misunderstanding concerning the source of true bread—6:30-34
a) They demand that Jesus outdo Moses, while misquoting Scripture—6:30  30 Therefore they said to him, “What then are You doing for a sign that we may see and trust You?  What will You work?  31 Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness (Exodus 16:35), just as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’”  (combination of Exodus 16:4, 15; Nehemiah 9:15; Psalm 78:24; & 105:40)
i) Remember the same attitude was expressed in 2:18.  He had only fed 5,000 men on one day, not an entire nation for 40 years. That wasn’t sufficient.  Besides, it was earthly bread, not bread from heaven (manna).
(1) This was stated weeks earlier in Matthew 12:38-39 & and weeks later in Matthew 16:1, 4.  Also stated years later in 1st Corinthians 1:22.
ii) Their attitude is rooted in the wrong interpretation/exegesis of the pronoun “he.”  They think it refers to Moses, when it really refers to God.
b) Jesus identifies genuine bread for the soul—6:32-33
i) The source of the manna in the OT—6:32  32 Then Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to youpl,
(1) Negatively—Moses has not given [pf. act. ind.] youpl the bread from heaven,
(2) Positively—but My Father gives [pres. act. ind.] youpl the true bread from heaven.
ii) The identifying marks of genuine bread from heaven—6:33  33 For the bread of God is … (same as “bread from heaven” 6:32; the bread God gives is marked by 2 things)
(1) That which comes down [pres. act. ptc. ] from heaven
(a) Emphasizes His pre-existence in heaven before coming to Earth
(2) And gives [pres. act. ptc. ] life to the world.”
(a) Both the manna and those who ate it eventually perished in time.
(b) The manna was provided exclusively for the people of Israel in the wilderness.
c) They hastily demand the genuine bread—6:34  34 Then they said to him, “Sir, always give [aor. act. impv.] us this bread.”
i) Their view of the “good old days” with Moses were being challenged by Someone greater than Moses.  They view this bread as a type of “fountain of youth” lasting more than a mere one day or even 40 years.
ii) Little different than the woman at the well and the water in 4:15.

4) Summary and applications
a) For many people, seeing is believing.  Biblically, believing is the basis for seeing.  John 11:40.
b) All people have faith in someone.  The question is: who is the object of your faith?
c) Your faith will rest in either your works or His work.



John 6:35-40

Purpose:  To challenge all listeners concerning the truth that Jesus alone can satisfy your soul

Introduction:  This is not about the Lord’s Supper; rather the Lord’s Supper is about the truth contained in this teaching of Jesus.

1) 35 And Jesus said to them,—6:35a (To those who wanted a free-bread lifestyle (see 6:34))

2) A clear statement of His exclusive identity—6:35b “I am [pres. act. ind.] the bread of life.
a) Not simply saying what He does (“I give the bread of life”) but what He is (“I am the bread of life”).  He is what He gives.
b) The first of 7 “I am the …” in John: light of the world (8:12); gate (10:7, 9); good shepherd (10:11; 14); resurrection and the life (11:25); way, truth, and the life (14:6); true vine (15:1, 5)

3) A clear promise of His soul-satisfying essence—6:35c
a) The one coming [pres. dep. ptc.] to Me will never ever [double neg.] be hungry [aor. act. subj.],
i) What does coming to Christ mean?  “It means that movement of the soul which takes place when a man, feeling his sins, and finding out that he cannot save himself, hears of Christ, applies to Christ, trusts in Christ, lays hold of Christ, and leans all his weight on Christ for salvation.” (J. C. Ryle, 3:369)
b) and the one trusting [pres. act. ptc.] in Me will never ever [double neg.] thirst [aor. act. subj.] ever.
c) Compare with Isaiah 49:10; 55:1; and John 4:13
d) Trusting Christ satisfies your soul eternally, not just for a day or two.

4) A clear declaration of their lack of genuine faith—6:36
a) Not a lack of opportunity—36 But I said to youpl that youpl have (indeed) seen [pf. act. ind. ] Me,
b) But an act of the will—and (yet) youpl are not trusting [pres. act. ind.].
i) They are refusing the very bread they asked for in 6:34.
c) Earlier Jesus had charged the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem with unbelief (5:36-38), now he charges the Galilean Jews with the same sin.
d) Thus, the expression “seeing is believing” is not always true, is it?

5) A clear promise—6:37-38 (Jesus is not overwhelmed or frustrated by their lack of faith)
a) A promise of effective grace for salvation to the corporate elect—37 All (each and every one) that the Father gives [pres. act. ind.] Me will come [fut. act. ind.] to Me,
i) Jesus’ confidence rests in the Father’s ability to accomplish the Father’s predestined purpose.  Man’s lack of faith cannot alter God’s purposes.  Some will come.  This is what is known in theology as Irresistible Grace.  The elect will come.
ii) Consider John 17:1-2, 6, 9, 11-12, 24
iii) He does not say they might come, or that they have a higher probability of coming.  They will come to Christ because the Father has given them to Christ.
b) A promise of effective grace for preservation to the individual elect—and the one coming [pres. dep. ptc.] to Me I will never ever [double neg.] throw out [aor. act. subj.] ( to reject as unacceptable).
i) Jesus will always keep inside the one who comes to Him.  He states the positive (security) as a negative (not being thrown out).
ii) This emphasizes the aspect of human responsibility.
c) Why will Jesus perfectly preserve all whom the Father has given to Him?  The purpose of the incarnation 38 For I have descended [pf. act. ind. ] from heaven,
i) Negative purpose—not to do [pres. act. subj.] My own will,
ii) Positive purpose—but (to do) the will of Him who sent [aor. act. ptc.] Me.
iii) Ramifications:
(1) If the elect do not come, the Father is either unable or unwilling to bring them.  Either way He dishonors Himself for making this promise He does not keep.
(2) If Jesus does not preserve those whom come, He is either unable or unwilling.  Either way He brings dishonor to the Father and to Himself.

6) A clear explanation of the Father’s sovereign will concerning the present and the future—6:39-40
a) 39 This is the will of the Father who sent [aor. act. ptc.] Me—
i) Compassionate and inclusive—that I should not destroy (lose) [aor. act. subj.] any of all He has given [pf. act. ind.] to Me,
(1) Jesus refers to a specific number of people given to Him by the Father.
(2) And yet Jesus was found (1:45)
ii) Even if they die physically—but I will raise it up [fut. act. ind.] at the last day.
(1) The resurrection immediately prior to the establishment of the anticipated kingdom.
b) 40 And this is the will of Him who sent [aor. act. ptc.] Me—
i) Characteristic and exclusive—that everyone who is looking on [pres. act. ptc.] the Son and is trusting [pres. act. ptc.] in Him should have [pres. act. subj.] eternal life,
(1) The personal responsibility to look with the eyes of faith.  Remember those in 6:36 who had seen but not trusted.
(2) It is not His will that everyone will look and trust, but rather that all those who look in faith will live.  Remember Isaiah 45:22.
ii) Even if they die physically—and I will raise him up [fut. act. ind.] at the last day.
(1) The resurrection immediately prior to the establishment of the anticipated kingdom.
c) Remember that Jesus has the authority to give life to whomever He desires (5:21).  Can the True Bread give and sustain life?
d) We are dependent on the Father’s will for eternal life.  “If we had been left to our own wills, we should have been willing to wander further and further from God.” (Spurgeon)

7) Summary and applications
a) Will you take Jesus at His Word?  Do you regard Him as trustworthy?
b) Seeking merely what Jesus offers is not the type of faith of seeking Jesus himself.  Faith in Christ alone will permanently satisfy your soul.  Are you genuinely satisfied?
c) If you are a follower of Christ, do you anticipate being raised by Him at the last day?
John 6:41-51

Purpose: to challenge all concerning the absolute inability of man and perfect ability of God

Introduction:

1) Their response to Jesus’s statement in 6:38—6:41-42  41 Then the Jews (Galileans Jews acting like Jerusalem Jews—5:18) …
a) Grumbling—6:41  were grumbling [impf. act. ind.] concerning Him, because He said, “I am the bread that came down [aor. act. ptc.] from [] heaven,”
i) Questioning (6:25, 28, 30) lead to a demand (6:34) that has become audible signs of strong displeasure with Him.
ii) His popularity from yesterday is dying a quick death.
b) Questioning—6:42  42 and were saying [impf. act. ind.],
i) Rejection demonstrating FAMILIARITY with the earthly Jesus—“Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know?
(1) Assumes a positive answer.  Remember 1:45; 4:44.
(2) Remember Jesus and his family had moved to Capernaum (2:12; Matthew 9:1)
ii) Rejection demonstrating IGNORANCE/REJECTION of the heavenly Jesus—How is it then that He says, ‘I have come down [pf. act. ind.] from [] heaven’?”
(1) They assume they know everything there is to know about Jesus.  But they have never read John 1:1-14 like we have.
(2) They reject Jesus’ claim that He came “from there to here.”

2) 43 Therefore, Jesus responded and said to them,—6:43-51
a) A command—6:43  “Do not grumble [pres. act. impv.] among yourselves.
b) An explanation—6:44-45
i) The absolute inability of man and the selective work of God—44 No one is able [pres. dep. ind. ] to come (spiritually or morally) to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws [aor. act. subj. ] him, and I will raise him up in the last day.
(1) This is the flip side of 6:37.
(2) Compare other uses of  in: John 12:32; 18:10; 21:6, 11; Acts 16:19; 21:30; James 2:6
(3) Drawing is the Father’s act upon men’s hearts that creates a spiritual attraction toward Christ. (Kent, Light in the Darkness, p. 107)
ii) The gracious initiative of God working in the hearts of people—45 It is written in the prophets, ‘AND THEY WILL ALL BE TAUGHT BY GOD.’ (paraphrase of Isaiah 54:13)
(1) Seen also in Jeremiah 31:31-34 
iii) The gracious (yet exclusive) guarantee by Christ—Therefore everyone who hears [pres. act. ptc. ] and learns [aor. act. ptc. ] from the Father comes to Me.
(1) Man is responsible to come.  Man possesses free-agency (self-determination, of a sort), but not freedom of the will (which is enslaved to sin).
c) A parenthesis re: Jesus’ authoritative knowledge of the Father—46 (Not that anyone has seen [pf. act. ind.] the Father, except the One who is from [] God; this One has seen [pf. act. ind.] the Father.)
i) Remember John 1:18
d) A promise of the current possession of eternal life through personal faith in Jesus—6:47-51
i) Clear promise—6:47  47 Truly, truly I say to youpl, the one who is trusting [pres. act. ptc. ] in Me has [pres. act. ind.] eternal life.
ii) Clear statement—6:48 48 I am the bread of life.
iii) A clear contrast between OT manna and the Bread from heaven—6:49-50
(1) Inability of the manna—6:49  49 Yourpl fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died.
(a) Though the manna was a gracious provision from God to sustain physical life, it did not give life or secure immortality as only faith in Christ can.
(2) Ability of the Bread from heaven—6:50  50 This is the bread that comes down [pres. act. ptc.] from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die.
iv) The clear need to appropriate Christ—6:51
(1) Exclusive claim—51 I am the living bread that came down [aor. act. ptc.] from [] heaven.
(2) Inclusive invitation—If (3rd class; probable) anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever.
(3) Substitutionary sacrifice—And the bread that I will give [fut. act. ind.] is My flesh (not “body”), which I will give [fut. act. ind.] (on the cross) for [] the life of the world.”
(a) Remember 1:29, 36
(b) This statement is intended to both explain and hide the truth.
(c) Not a reference to eating His physical body, but personally appropriating His death on the cross to ourselves individually.

3) Summary and applications
a) Is the Jesus you claim to know fully God and perfect man?
b) Has the Jesus you claim to know eternally existed as God, and did He come to this earth and become a man?
c) Is the Jesus you claim to know able and willing to eternally secure the salvation of all those who come to Him?



John 6:52-59

Purpose:  to challenge all listeners to embrace Christ wholly and without reservation

Introduction:  This is the last portion of Jesus’ teaching in the Capernaum synagogue.  Perhaps this expands on the last phrase of the Jews’ misuse of Scripture in 6:31 “to eat”. (Keener, 1:687)

1) The opposition digresses to arguing among themselves—6:52  52 Then the Jews were (heatedly) quarrelling [impf. dep. ind. ] among themselves, saying,
a) A possible scornful response—“How is this man (fellow) able to give us his flesh to eat?” (see 6:51)
b) It is not likely they thought Jesus was referring to literal cannibalism.  But they still misunderstood what He was saying, and respond with apparent disgust.  This shows the inability of the unregenerate heart to grasp spiritual truth.

2) 53 Then (in response) Jesus said to them (the arguing Jewish leaders),—6:53-58
· Even in spite of their disbelief that someone would say such a thing!
a) Jesus makes a solemn statement concerning spiritual life—6:53-55  “Truly, truly I say to youpl,
i) The reality of the absence of spiritual life—6:53  youpl do not have life in yourselves.
(1) unless [] [3rd class condition; probable] youpl eat [aor. act. subj. ] the flesh of the Son of Man and drink [aor. act. ind. ] His blood,
(a) Expanding on the thought of 6:51c.  He gives His flesh for the life of the world, but they were rejecting Him.
(b) Blood was always associated with a violent death.  This is a hint of the cross.
(2) He deliberately pushes for them to make a decision.  Their shallow response to the feeding of the 5,000 must be challenged.  He calls them to embrace and absorb all that He is and all that He claims.
(3) Their response is understandable: Leviticus 17:10-14.
ii) The ongoing reality of the presence of spiritual life—6:54 (remember Isaiah 55:1)
(1) Here and now—54 The one (characterized by doing two things) eating [pres. act. ptc. ] My flesh and drinking [pres. act. ptc. ] My blood has [pres. act.  ind.] eternal life,
(a) NB Jesus identifies Himself as the Son of Man from the previous verse.
(b) He is repeating the thought of 6:40.  Even though the majority rejected Him (6:52), there will be some who embrace Christ.
(c) This is the taking of Christ to oneself, receiving Him without reservation, and doing so with pleasure ( eating noisily).
(d) This is one of the primary reasons this does not refer to the Lord’s Supper; for it would then teach that partaking in the Lord’s Supper brings eternal life
(2) In the future—and I will raise him up [fut. act. ind.] on the last day.
(a) Jesus claims the power to resurrect people from the dead (6:40)
iii) Why?—6:55  55 For My flesh truly is food, and My blood truly is drink.
(1) Christ is the only authentic spiritual food and drink.  He alone produces true eternal life.
b) Jesus promises eternal fellowship with those who trust Him—6:56  56 The one who is eating [pres. act. ptc. ] My flesh and drinking [pres. act. ptc. ] My blood is remaining [pres. act. ind. ] in Me, and I (remain) in him.
i) The true believer continues to be identified with Jesus, continues as a Christian, continues in saving faith, and continues in progressive transformation of his/her life. (Carson, p. 298)  It is also called perseverance. 
c) Jesus compares His life-giving ability to that of God the Father—6:57
i) 57 Just as the living [pres. act. ptc. ] Father sent [aor. act. ind. ] Me, and I live [pres. act. ind. ] because of [] the Father,
ii) so he that is eating [pres. act. ptc. ] Me, he also will live [fut. dep. ind. ] because of [] Me.
(1) Remember 5:21, 24-27
d) Jesus contrasts His life-giving ability with that of OT manna—6:58
i) 58 This is the bread that came down [aor. act. ptc. ] from [] heaven—
(1) not as your (not “our”) fathers ate [aor. act. ind. ] the manna and died [aor. act. ind. ].
(a) Jesus distances Himself from them.
ii) The one who is eating [pres. act. ptc. ] this bread will live [fut. dep. ind. ] forever [“unto the age”].”

3) The location for the previous teaching revealed—6:59  59 These things He said in the synagogue while teaching [pres. act. ptc. ] in Capernaum.
a) Remember how much additional revelation Jesus gave to this town (Matthew 11:23-24). 

4) Summary and applications
a) This eating and drinking of Christ is a REPENTANT act.  Do you sense your own guilt and sinfulness this morning?  Then feed on Christ, lay hold of Him and trust in His atoning sacrifice.
b) This eating and drinking of Christ is an INDIVIDUAL act.  Just as no one can eat or drink for you, so no one can trust Christ for you.
c) This eating and drinking of Christ is an ONGOING act.  It is not merely a moment in time, but a way of life.



John 6:60-65

Purpose:  to remind all listeners of the omniscience of Jesus Christ

Introduction:  This is the last public Galilean ministry recorded in John’s Gospel.  The time has come to winnow away the chaff.

1) The shallow disciples respond to Jesus’ teaching—6:60  60 Therefore many of His disciples, (no longer addressing the Jewish leaders) when they heard this, said,
a) With an accurate observation—“This is a hard [] saying [];
i) Not hard to understand, but rather hard to swallow; it’s offensive!
ii) The problem is not with the mind, but with the heart and will.
b) With an insightful question—who is able [] to listen (accept) to it?
i) Who would be willing to embrace/swallow what Jesus is teaching?
ii) Jesus had already answered this question in 6:37 & 44

2) Jesus responds to the shallow followers—6:61-64  61 Now Jesus, knowing [pf. act. ptc.] in Himself (2:25) that His disciples were grumbling (audible displeasure; 6:41) concerning this, said to them,
a) A pair of penetrating questions—6:61b-62
i) Regarding their response to His teaching—“Does this offend [] youpl?
(1) The offense is in the heart of those without saving faith.
ii) Regarding His return to the Father and His pre-existence—62 Then what if youpl see the Son of Man ascending [pres. act. ptc.] to where He was before?
(1) He had spoken earlier of having coming down from heaven (6:38).  Would they take offense if they saw the completion of Jesus’ mission on earth, beginning with the cross?  Would a crucified Messiah offend them?
(2) Jesus is not what they wanted or expected.  He doesn’t meet their standard of what Messiah should be like.
b) A clarification—6:63-64
i) Regarding the necessity of the life-giving power of the Spirit through the Word—6:63
(1) A contrast between God the Spirit and mankind—6:63a
(a) 63 It is the Spirit who gives life [pres. act. ptc.];
(i) Remember 5:21; also Genesis 1:2; Ezekiel 37:1ff; John 3:5-9 
(b) the flesh (human perspective, focus, enthusiasm, etc.) benefits [pres. act. ind.] nothing.
(2) A claim concerning the power of Jesus’ words—6:63b The words [] that I speak [pres. act. ind.] to youpl are spirit and are life.
(a) Referring back to 6:53-58.
(b) The Spirit works through the Word of God
ii) Regarding their lack of faith—6:64  64 But there are some of youpl who are not trusting [pres. act. ind.].”
(1) Jesus’ previous omniscience—(For Jesus knew [plupf. act. ind.] (2:23-25) from the beginning …
(a) Of the actions of many—who those were who were not trusting [pres. act. ptc.],
(b) Of the individual’s action—and who it was who would betray [fut. act. ptc.] Him.)
(2) Even though He knew all of this, He came to earth to accomplish the Father’s will.  He was not surprised that people rejected Him.
(3) Jesus knows the spiritual status of their hears; but also what other free agents will in fact choose to do, and states what their future actions will be…. (Ware, Lesser Glory, p. 127)

3) Jesus concludes His teaching—6:65  65 And He was saying, 
a) “For this reason (because Jesus knows who is not trusting Him) I said to youpl that no one is able [] to come to Me unless it has been granted [periphrastic pf. pass. ptc. ] him from the Father.”
i) The Father determines who will live eternally.  This is why Jesus makes the comments in 6:37 & 44.
ii) Unbelief is part of the fabric of fallen humanity.

4) Summary and applications
a) “However much men and women are commanded to believe, and are held accountable for their unbelief, genuine coming to faith is never finally a matter of autonomous human decision.” (Carson, p. 302-303)
b) Jesus knows all about you, even if you think others are convinced of your salvation when you really are not converted.  He knows your heart, and will judge your heart based upon His knowledge of you.



John 6:66-7:1

Purpose:  to challenge all listeners regarding the wisdom, humility, and exclusiveness of Christ

Introduction:  Remember that this is the final time Jesus addressed a synagogue audience.  This is the end of His public ministry and the beginning of His private ministry to the 12.

1) The departure of counterfeit disciples—6:66  66 As a result [lit. “out of this”] many of His disciples
a) Deliberate departure—turned back [aor. act. ind. ] (lit. “they went back to the things behind”)
i) Back to the things they were involved with before they began to follow Jesus
b) Deliberate avoidance—and were no longer walking [impf. act. ind. ] with Him.
c) Notice that Jesus doesn’t run after them shouting, “Wait! Wait! You misunderstood.  Come back!”
i) A rabbi often derived his social status from the success and loyalty of his disciples; thus Jesus’ abandonment by his disciples invited dishonor. (Keener, 1:696)
d) From this point on in John’s Gospel, the term disciple is restricted to genuine disciples.

2) Jesus poses a clarifying question to the 12—6:67  67 Therefore Jesus said to the twelve,
a) Anticipating a negative answer—“You do not also want [pres. act. ind. ] to go away [pres. act. inf. ], do you?
i) Jesus appeals to their will; what is their commitment to Him?  Will they follow the crowd?
ii) Could the hundred or thousands of people who just left be wrong?
b) Jesus knows they won’t leave (6:37, 39), but they need the opportunity to think it through and express what is going on in their heart.

3) The leader of the 12 responds—6:68-69  68 Then Simon Peter responded to Him,
a) With a question—“Lord, to whom would we go [fut. dep. ind. ]?
i) 
b) With statements
i) The exclusive source of eternal life—You have the words [] of eternal life,
(1) Remember 6:63—Peter got the point Jesus was communicating
ii) The exclusive identity of the Messiah—69 and we have come to believe [pf. act. ind. ] and know [pf. act. ind. ] that You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
(1) Some MSS say “the Holy One of God”
(2) Only the night before (6:15-21) Peter had observed Jesus walking on the sea of Galilee.

4) Jesus clarifies that the spiritual distinction regarding the 12 are rooted in His sovereign grace—7:70-71  70 Jesus responded to them,
a) With a question anticipating a positive answer —“Did I not choose [aor. mid. in. ] youpl (for myself), the twelve, and yet one of youpl is a devil []?”
i) Jesus choice of both the 11 and Judas was deliberate, not accidental.  Don’t think for a moment that the 11 were somehow spiritually and intellectually superior than Judas.  It is all of grace!
(1) This is the first reference in John to “the 12.”  He does not record their selection as do the other Gospels.
ii) Referring to Judas as a devil is similar to Jesus’ remark to Peter in Matthew 16:23 which will take place a few months after this.
b) John’s explanation—71 He was speaking of Judas the son of Simon Iscariot,
i) because he, one of the twelve, was going to betray [] Him.
(1) First mention of Judas (Judah) as the betrayer.
ii) That Judas was from Kerioth (probably in southern Judea [south of Hebron]) indicates he was the only non-Galilean Jew among the 12.
iii) The choice of Judas as one of the twelve was part of a larger plan to accomplish God’s purpose.

5) Jesus wisely avoids Judea for 5-6 months (April–September 32 AD)—7:1 “And after these things Jesus was walking [impf. act. ind. ] in Galilee,
a) Why was He in Galilee?  for He did not want [impf. act. ind. ] to walk [pres. act. inf. ] in Judea, because the Jews (leaders) were seeking [impf. act. ind. ] to kill [aor. act. inf. ] Him.”
i) Remember 5:18
ii) While it is true the Galilean Jews ultimately rejected Him, the Judean Jewish leaders were seeking to kill Him!
b) The @ 20 events of Mark 7:1-9:50 and Luke 9:18-50, 57-62 take place during this time.
i) Including additional conflict with Pharisees and Sadducees, a ministry among Gentiles near Tyre and then over to Decapolis, several healings, feeding the 4,000, the first distinct prophecy of His death, the Transfiguration, arguments among the 12 as to who would be the greatest, extended teaching on forgiveness.

6) Summary and applications
a) See the HUMILITY of Christ—observed in His continuing to walk in Galilee where the vast majority had rejected him.
b) [bookmark: _GoBack]See the EXCLUSIVE nature of Christ—the choice before us is either apostasy from or commitment to Christ.
i) This passage illustrates the four kinds of soil Jesus referred to in Mark 4:1-20, especially 4:16-19.
c) See the WISDOM of Christ—observed in winnowing the chaff, challenging the true believers, choosing whom He chose, and avoiding conflict before its time
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