John Series part 2
Calvary Baptist Church
Sleepy Eye, MN
John 2:1-11

Purpose:  To help all listeners to see the glory of Christ as revealed in His first sign

Introduction:  This presentation of Jesus’ first sign is not a very glamorous moment, from a human perspective.  Will Jesus serve others by meeting their seemingly insignificant needs?  Will this glory He possesses as the Son of God become evident to others?

1) The setting—2:1-2
a) When?  1 And the third day (after meeting Nathanael)
i) Late winter-early spring 30 AD
b) Where?  there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee; (@ 10 miles north of Nazareth)
i) This is Nathanael’s home town (21:2), @ 20 miles WSW of Bethsaida (1:44)
c) Who? 
i) and the mother of Jesus was there,
ii) 2 and Jesus and His (five) disciples were also invited to the wedding.
(1) Jesus would now be recognized as a rabbi since He has disciples

2) The problem--2:3-5  3 And when the wine was all gone,
a) Mary’s observation--the mother of Jesus said to Him, “They have no wine [oi=noj].”
i) Don’t blame this on Jesus and His disciples; they had been invited.
ii) This is a social disgrace for the groom, potentially leaving him susceptible to a lawsuit from the bride’s family.
iii) Mary risks shame by entering the men’s area of the wedding and informing Jesus.
iv) This wine was diluted with water between 1/3 and 1/10, something less strong that American beer.  Undiluted wine was considered “strong drink” and frowned upon.
b) Jesus’ response to Mary--2:4 4 Jesus said to her,
i) A respectful question suggesting separation--“What to Me and to you, woman?
(1) Woman--Jesus respectfully addresses his mother as he would any other adult women in his society.  This indicates how he separates himself in his relationship with her.  It can be said with affection (John 19:26; 20:13, 15).
(2) “What…”--i.e. “I will address this situation in my own way as the Son of God, not as Mary’s son, regardless of her maternal instincts.” (assumed “No” answers)
(a) Used in OT: Judges 11:12; 2nd Samuel 16:10; 19:23; 1st Kings 17:18; 2nd Kings 3:13; 2nd Chronicles 35:21; 1st Esdras 1:24
(b) Used in NT: Matthew 8:29; Mark 1:24; 5:7; Luke 4:34; 8:28
ii) A prioritized statement suggesting separation--My hour has not yet come.”
(1) The hour of suffering and crucifixion
(2) See also in John 7:30; 8:20; 12:23, 27; 13:1; 17:1
iii) Jesus will not be moved by any human advice, agenda, or manipulation; only His Father’s will.
c) Mary’s response to Jesus--2:5  5 His mother said to the servants, “Whatever He says to youpl, do it.”
i) She was not upset by His response to her (see also 2:12).  She knew of His position as the unique Son of God.  She assumes he has a definite plan in mind.  Much had already been revealed concerning Him (Luke 1:35, 43, 48; 2:25-38, 40, 51) though she didn’t grasp all of it.

3) The solution with several witnesses--2:6-11
a) The enormity of the problem--2:6  6 Now six stone water jars were sitting there according to the purification of the Jews, each holding 20 or 30 gallons.
i) In order for the guests and the eating utensils to be clean before they ate?
ii) Each family normally had one of these jars; thus 5 were probably borrowed
b) The laborious simplicity of the solution (focusing on the quantity of the wine)--2:7-8
i) Laborious--7 Jesus said to them, “Fill each water jar with water.”
(1) And they filled them to the top.  A total volume of 105-160 gallons.
(2) There is no room left to add anything else to the jars.  They are as full as can be.
(3) But at the same time, they need wine, not more water.
ii) Simplicity--8 And He said to them, “Draw some out now, and carry it to the head steward.”
(1) And they carried it.
c) The discovery of the solution--2:9-10 (focusing on the quality of the wine) 9 Now, as the head steward tasted the water, it had become wine, and he did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the head steward talked to the bridegroom, 10 and said to him, “Every person puts forth the good wine first, and when they (the guests) have drunk freely, then the lesser.  You (emphatic) have kept the good wine until now!”
i) Jesus did more than just “get by”.  He gave more than was needed or expected.  He provided at least 2,000 4-ounce glasses of wine!
d) The semi-public purpose of the sign--2:11 11 Jesus did this beginning of signs in Cana of Galilee.  And manifested His glory; and His disciples trusted in Him.
i) This sign is discreet, not stealing the attention away from the bride and the groom.
ii) This sign authenticates who Jesus is.  Their faith is strengthened and deepened.  The disciples saw the sign and His glory.  Remember John 1:14, 18.
iii) The glory was visible only to the eyes of faith.  This glory was physically invisible.  The servants saw the sign, but not His glory.
iv) The focus is not on the how or when of the sign, but the Who and the why.
(1) It was a transformation of water to wine; not a creation of wine from nothing

4) The transition--2:12  12 After this He went down to Capernaum, he, and his mother, and his (younger half-) brothers, and his disciples; and they remained there not many days.
a) Capernaum is located @ 16-17 miles from Cana, and is approximately 1,400-1,500’ lower in elevation (being at 640’ below sea-level at the shoreline of the Sea of Galilee).
i) According to Matthew 9:1 and Mark 2:1, Capernaum becomes “His city”
b) Jesus’ family (his mother and brothers; perhaps his sisters are married by this time) attest even further concerning his humanity.  This is further evidence Mary was not offended by His remarks in 2:4.
c) This puts Jesus on the route to join a caravan preparing to go to Jerusalem for the Passover Feast in 2:13-25.

5) Summary and applications
a) This demonstrates Him as distinct from John the Witness, who was isolated from people and had a very unique diet.  The Word mingles with common people in common events of ordinary life.
b) This demonstrates His power over creation.
c) This demonstrates Him as Yahweh-Yireh (“The Lord will provide”--Genesis 22:13-14)
i) What a wedding gift to the new groom!
d) This demonstrates that genuine faith deepens as one spends time with Jesus.


John 2:13-22

Purpose:  To encourage all hearers about the authority of both the written and the living Word

Introduction:  A transition from Jesus’ joy at the wedding to Jesus’ judgment in the Temple.

1) The setting--2:13
a) The Jew’s Passover--13 Now the Passover of the Jews was [impf. act. ind. eivmi,] imminent,
i) April 7, 30 AD (2 others mentioned in John 6:4 & 11:55)
ii) This is the beginning of a 8-month long ministry in the region of Judea, which some teachers refer to simply as His Early Judean Ministry
b) Jesus’ pilgrimage--and Jesus went up [aor. act. ind. avnabai,nw] to Jerusalem.
i) From Capernaum (2:12), to obey the Law (Deuteronomy 16:16; Leviticus 23)

2) Jesus’ actions--2:14-16
a) Jesus finds--14 And in the temple [i`ero,n] (court of the Gentiles) He found [aor. act. ind. eu`ri,skw] (he found religious convenience)
i) those who were selling [pres. act. ptc. pwle,w] oxen and sheep and doves,
(1) A listing of sacrifices that decreases in value according to one’s income
ii) and the money-changers sitting [pres. act. ptc. ka,qhmai].
(1) Exchanging larger coins (for a fee) for smaller acceptable Jewish coins.
iii) These were tolerated by the High Priest (Jeremias, p. 49).  “Instead of brokenness and contrition, holy adoration and prolonged petition, there is noisy commerce.” (Carson)
b) Jesus responds to all the businessmen
i) He drove [aor. act. ind. evkba,llw] them all out of the temple [i`ero,n] with the sheep and the oxen,
(1) 15 And after He had made [aor. act. ptc.] a scourge of cords,
ii) and He poured out [aor. act. ind. evkce,w] the coins of the money-changers
iii) and overturned [aor. act. ind. avnastre,fw] the tables.
iv) 16 And to those who were selling doves He said [aor. act. ind. le,gw],
(1) “Take these things away [aor. act. impv. ai;rw] from here.
v) Stop making [pres. act. impv. poie,w] the house of My Father a house of business [evmpo,rion]!”
(1) At the end of His ministry He refers to the temple as “your house” (Matthew 23:38)
3) Jesus is not condemning so much what they were doing (sacrifices were necessary), but rather the attitude (insensitive religious convenience and greed) and the location of their business (court of the Gentiles).

4) The power of God’s Word in the mind of believers--2:17  17 Now His disciples remembered [aor. pass. ind.] that it is [pres. act. ind.] written [pf. pass. ptc.], “Zeal for Your house will devour Me.” (Psalm 69:9)

5) Jesus’ conversation with the Jewish leaders (Sadducees)--2:18-22
a) 18 Then the (leaders of the) Jews responded and said to Him, “What (authenticating credentials) sign are you demonstrating for us, that you are doing these things?”
i) Why are you doing these things on our turf?  They have every right to question the credentials of someone taking such bold action in the temple complex. (Carson)  But they don’t appear to have the right attitude toward Jesus.  However, it is curious they don’t try to arrest Him.
b) 19 Jesus responded and said to them,
i) Jesus makes a proposal--“Destroy [aor. act. imp. 2nd pl. lu,w] this temple [nao,j],
(1) Referring to the inner sanctuary/holy place, not the outer structure
ii) Jesus makes a promise--and in three days I will raise it up.”
(1) The obscure, yet guaranteed prediction of a literal, physical resurrection
(2) Jesus, as the omnipotent God, is participating with the Father and the Spirit in His own resurrection.
iii) The same leaders will later use this against Jesus in Matthew 26:61, twisting His words to say Jesus would destroy the Temple.
iv) The sign He will do is that of His resurrection.  He does not yield to their demands.  The Father’s authority controls the when, the how, and the why of Jesus doing signs.
c) 20 Then the (leaders of the) Jews said,
i) They declare--“This temple [nao,j] was been built forty-six years ago,
(1) The inner sanctuary was completed in 17 BC, 3 years after the outer temple itself.  This gives us our date of 30 AD.
ii) They question--and you will raise it in three days?”
(1) Participation in this sign was something they were clearly unwilling to do.
iii) John clarifies--21 But He was speaking concerning the temple [nao,j] of His body.
(1) This is not a reference to the church as His body.  It is a reference to His real physical body.

6) The response of his disciples to this event--2:22
a) They remembered--22 However, ... His disciples remembered [aor. pass. ind.] that He had said this to them,
i) When did they remember?   when He was raised from the dead,
b) They trusted--and they believed [aor. act. ind. pisteu,w] (2 things)
i) They trusted the written Word--the Scripture
ii) They trusted the spoken Word--and the word (2:19) that Jesus had spoken.

7) Summary and applications
a) Do you know the written Word well enough to remember it and its application to the situations you are in?  If not, why not?  If so, why so?
b) Do you trust the written Word?
c) Do you trust the spoken Word?
d) Have you recognized Jesus as the promised Messiah?  Why or why not?



John 2:23-25

Purpose: To challenge all listeners that God knows all things about them and will ultimately judge them accordingly

Introduction:  The earlier demand for a sign (2:18) was delayed by Jesus.  Now many signs are done by Jesus, but with the result of an inadequate faith.  This paragraph transitions to the narrative concerning Nicodemus.

1) The faith of people--2:23  23 Now, … many believed [aor. act. ind. pisteu,w]…
a) The comparative nature of their faith
i) Same verb form as in 2:22 related to His genuine disciples
b) The object of their faith--in [eivj] His name,
i) Emphasis on the preposition with the accusative case
ii) Remember John 1:12 and 2:11 & 22.
iii) The social setting of their faith--when He (Jesus) was [impf. act. ind. eivmi,] (see 2:13-22)
(1) The capital city which God had chosen--in [evn] Jerusalem
(2) The nation’s birthday--at [evn] the Passover
(3) A time of great joy--during [evn] the feast,
iv) The basis for their faith--while seeing [pres. act. ptc. qewre,w] His signs [shmei/on]which He was doing [impf. act. ind. poie,w].
(1) Faith based on mere sight is inadequate, temporary, impulsive faith.  See John 6:2.
(2) A sign points to a greater reality; this they did not grasp.  See John 3:2 & Nicodemus.
(3) Observation of a sign does not necessarily lead to genuine faith.

2) The contrast of Jesus’ lack of faith in people is based on His knowledge of people--2:24-25  24 But Jesus, on His part [auvto,j # 1], was not entrusting [impf. act. ind. pisteu,w] Himself to them,
a) Jesus had no faith in their faith.
b) Jesus knew them entirely (i.e. every person)--because [dia,] He (emphatic) [auvto,j # 2] knew [pres. act. inf. ginw,skw] all (the people who are said to have trusted),
i) Not one person escaped His knowledge
c) Jesus knew them exhaustively (i.e. every thing about every man)--25 and because [o[ti] He was not having [impf. act. ind. e;cw] need that anyone should testify [aor. act. subj. marture,w] concerning the man,
i) Why did Jesus not have this need?  because [ga,r] He (emphatic) [auvto,j # 3] knew [impf. act. ind. ginw,skw] what was [impf. act. ind. eivmi,] in the man.
(1) Not one detail of anyone’s life (internal or external) escaped His knowledge.
(2) He is His own witness to the realities of other people.
(3) People can hide things from other people, but not from God.
(4) Consider the words of British pastor John Gill (1697-1771): “Christ being God, knows all that is in man; that there is no good in him naturally, nothing but what comes from his Father, is imparted by himself, or implanted by his Spirit; he knows the wickedness there is in man, that his heart is deceitful and desperately wicked, and full of all manner of iniquities; he knows in what condition all the and faculties of the souls of men are; what their affections are set upon, on earthly or heavenly things; whether there is any light in their understandings, or not; whether their wills are subdued and resigned to the will of God, or not; whether their minds and consciences are defiled, or their hearts are sprinkled from an evil conscience; in short, whether the internal good work of grace is begun upon their souls, or not; and he knows the secret springs of all actions, good and bad; all which prove his true and proper deity, and show him to be a suitable Saviour of sinners, and qualify him to be the Judge of the whole earth.”
d) By his repeated use of the phrase “the man,” John is hinting at what is to come:
i) In John 3:1 “Now there was a man of the Pharisees…”
ii) In John 4:7 “A woman of Samaria…”

3) Summary and applications
a) Remember these passages from the OT: 1st Samuel 16:7; 1st Kings 8:39; 1st Chronicles 28:9; Proverbs 21:2; Jeremiah 17:10
b) Jesus is clearly understood to be God based upon His omniscience.
c) What is the nature of your faith?
i) As J. Vernon McGee asked some years back: “What do you mean when you say you believe in Jesus? Do you mean that you believe in the facts of the gospel? The important question is: Do you trust Him as your Savior who died for your sins? Was He raised for your justification?  Is He your only hope of heaven?



John 3:1-21 (part 1--3:1-9)
Jesus’ Encounter with Nicodemus

Purpose:  To address the need of all listeners to be born again by God’s sovereign Spirit

Introduction:  Nicodemus is a specific illustration of the rule observed last time in 2:25.  In fact he represents the best Israel had to offer (from a human perspective).  Surely he will be trusted by Jesus, won’t he?  John shows us how Jesus exposes the “sort of” faith of Nicodemus.

1) The setting--3:1  1 Now there was a man (remember Jesus knows what was in the man (2:25)) of the Pharisees named Nicodemus (“victor of the people”), a ruler of the Jews.
a) The Pharisees were a conservative religious sect of more than 6,000 men who were separatists, regarding themselves as possessing a holiness superior to all other Jews.   It was the purpose of the Pharisees to take the pattern of a pious Israelite as established by the scribes, and to put it into practice as nearly as possible. (BDAG)  Nicodemus was probably one of 71 members of the Great Sanhedrin (the national ruling council of the Jews, that handled the religious and judicial matters of the nation).  See John 7:50-51.
i) The Sanhedrin, which presided over the trial of the Lord Jesus Christ, was dissolved in the year 358 AD.  The council was officially reconvened on the 13th of October, 2004.  (Bibleprophecyblog.com  2/8/11)
b) Apparently wealthy (and strong) enough to bring 75 pounds of myrrh and aloes for Jesus’ burial (John 19:39)

2) The interaction regarding man’s inability to see accurately--3:2-3 (play on words)
a) Regarding doing signs--3:2 2 This one came to him (Jesus) at night (we can’t say for certain why he did so; 7:50; 19:39) and said to him, “Rabbi, we know [pf. act. ind. eivdw/ have perceived] that you are a teacher who has come [pf. act. ind.] from God (emphatic),
i) The necessity of God’s presence--because [ga,r] no one is able [du,namai # 1] to do these signs (2:23) which you are doing
(1) … unless [eva,n mh,] God is with him.” (as He was with Moses [Exodus 3:12])
ii) Rabbi--Nicodemus comes with respect for Jesus, perhaps even as a learner
iii) I.e. “The signs authenticate your message.  So who are you really?”
(1) “The cleansing of the Temple had brought Christ to the attention of the aristocratic Sadducees, and the signs brought Christ to the attention of the intellectual Pharisees.” (Pentecost, Words and Works, p. 122)
iv) Nicodemus (and others) had evaluated Jesus and His activity according to a standard and arrived at a conclusion.  Jesus has apparently met that standard.
(1) The real question should have been: does Nicodemus meet Jesus’ standard?  Especially considering Jesus’ cleansing of the Temple.  Jesus is much more than a fellow-rabbi. (Kostenberger)

b) Regarding seeing the kingdom of God--3:3 3 Jesus responded and said to him, “Truly, truly (i.e. this is a very solemn thing I am about to say) I am saying to you,
i) The necessity of the new birth--he is not able [du,namai # 2] to see (o`ra,w experience, participate in) the kingdom of God.”
(1) ... unless [eva,n mh,] one is born again/from above,
(a) This new life must be life from another realm, a life that transforms us.
(2) This kingdom is not God’s current universal rule as king, but rather the long expected rule of David’s descendent reigning on a throne in Jerusalem.
ii) It was assumed that all Jews would be admitted to the kingdom, except those guilty of deliberate apostasy or extraordinary wickedness.  Jesus is saying that simply being of the physical seed of Abraham is not sufficient.
iii) So if Nicodemus, with all his human credentials (knowledge, position, wealth, etc.), is not fit for the kingdom unless he is transformed by God, then what hope is there for anyone else who seeks salvation because of such things?
iv) Jesus is stating the conditions for the His coming kingdom because He is the King!

3) The interaction regarding multiple births--3:4-8
a) 4 Nicodemus said to him,--3:4 Assuming Jesus is referring to another physical birth
i) “How is a man able [du,namai # 3] to be born when he is old?
ii) He is not able [du,namai # 4] to enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born, can he?”
(1) Assumes a negative answer
iii) He seems to regard this as absurd, impractical, and impossible. (Gill)
b) 5 Jesus responded,--3:5-8
i) A condition--3:5 “Truly, truly I am saying to you, … he is not able [du,namai # 5] to enter into the kingdom of God.
(1) … unless one is born [aor. pass. sub.] of [evk] water and spirit,
(2) “Entering” is synonymous with the earlier “seeing” (3:3).
(3) What does this mean?
(a) Differing views
(i) Water baptism for salvation; this is contrary to the rest of Scripture
(ii) John’s water baptism of repentance; this is not in the context
(iii) Washing of the Word (Ephesians 5:26);
(iv) Actual waters (amniotic fluid) of physical birth; but the Greek structure does not support two births
(b) Conclusion:
(i) Born of water and spirit is one concept (governed by one preposition in the Greek), parallel to born again/from above.  One birth is in view.
(ii) Nicodemus, the teacher of Israel, is expected to understand what Jesus is talking about.  It should be a familiar OT theme.
(iii) Ezekiel 36:25-27 speaks of cleansing from impurity and transformation, all of God’s doing
(iv) Isaiah 44:1-5 speaks of water and the Spirit, all of God’s doing
(v) Consistent with John 7:37-39 and Titus 3:5
ii) A contrast--3:6 6 That which is born [pf. pass. ptc.] of the flesh is flesh (i.e. humanity), and that which is born [pf. pass. ptc.] of the Spirit is spirit.
(1) The offspring share the parent’s nature, physically and spiritually.  Like generates like.
iii) A command--3:7  7 Do not be astonished [aor. act. subj. qauma,zw] that I said to you, ‘It is necessary for youpl to be born again/from above.’
(1) Perhaps a reference to his questions in 3:4.
(2) Everyone needs to be born again.  This is not a command for you to do something, but rather a statement of what must be done to you.  Remember John 1:12-13.
iv) A characteristic--3:8 8 The wind (Spirit?) blows where it desires (wind has no will), and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from and where it is going.  This is how it is with everyone who has been born [pf. pass. ptc.] of [evk] the Spirit.”
(1) We don’t know the source or destination of the wind, but we see its effects.  While it may be uncontrolled and misunderstood by us, it is also undeniable, unmistakable, and inexplicable.
v) Jesus states the necessity of the sovereign work of the Spirit in a person’s life if they can expect to enter the future kingdom of God

4) Nicodemus’ response--3:9
a) 9 Nicodemus responded and said to him, “How can [du,namai # 6] these things happen [aor. dep. inf.]?” (lit. “How are these things able to happen?”

5) Summary and applications
a) It is not enough to compliment Jesus for being a teacher and a doer of signs.  We must bow before Him as the King and Judge.
b) The Holy Spirit is sovereign in His working in each heart.
c) Have you been born again? Or are you, as Nicodemus, asking, “How are these things able to happen?”


John 3:1-21 (part 2--3:9-15)

Purpose:  To urge all the dead to look and live, and to remind the living of their looking

Introduction: This interaction focuses on the different levels of spiritual understanding and genuine trust

1) Nicodemus’ response to Jesus’ teaching--3:9  9 Nicodemus responded and said to him, “How can [du,namai # 6] these things be [aor. dep. inf. gi,nomai]?” (Lit. “How are these things able to happen?”)
a) This is the last we hear from Nicodemus in this dialogue with Jesus.
b) “These things” include:
i) How can one be born again/from above?  How can one enter into the kingdom?

2) Jesus’ response to Nicodemus--3:10-15  10 Jesus responded and said to him,
a) Jesus reproves Nicodemus for his inability to comprehend spiritual things--3:10  “You (emphatic) are the teacher of (ethnic, religious) Israel and you do not understand [pres. act. ind. ginw,skw] these things?
i) This is not because of a lack of available information.  It is irony, that the teacher is ignorant!

b) Jesus addresses the inability of Nicodemus to trust--3:11-12  Ignorance is not the problem
i) Unwillingness to trust the credible Eye Witness testimony--3:11  11 Truly, truly I am saying to you, that we are speaking what we know [pf. act. ind. eivdw/], and are testifying what we have seen [pf. act. ind. o`ra,w], and youpl (NB the plural) are not receiving [pres. act. ind. lamba,nw] our testimony.
(1) See the use of the same verbs in 3:2-3.
ii) Inability to trust the One who is telling the truth--3:12 12 If (1st class condition) I have told [aor. act. ind. le,gw] youpl earthly things (the foundational things) and youpl are not trusting [pres. act. ind. pisteu,w], how will youpl trust [fut. act. ind. pisteu,w] if (3rd class condition) I tell [aor. act. subj. le,gw] youpl heavenly things (the more difficult things)?
(1) Revelation, not discovery, is the basis for genuine faith. (Tenney, EBC, 9:48)

c) Jesus addresses His own preexistence and omnipresence--3:13  13 And no one has ascended [pf. act. ind. avnabai,nw] into [eivj] heaven, except the One who came down [aor. act. ptc. katabai,nw] from [evk] heaven, the Son of Man (Daniel 7:13; John 1:51) who is [pres. act. ptc.] in [evn] heaven.
i) No human being from earth has ever gone into heaven and returned to earth.
ii) Jesus was from God in a greater sense than Nicodemus realized (see 3:2).  And since He alone came down from heaven, we should listen to Him and trust Him when He speaks of heavenly things (3:12).  See Proverbs 30:4; John 8:42; 13:3; 16:27-28, 30; 17:8.

d) Jesus addresses the comparison of Himself to the OT--3:14-15
i) Jesus shows Nicodemus the necessity of faith in Jesus Christ by making a comparison--3:14
(1) 14 And just Moses lifted up [aor. act. ind. u`yo,w] the serpent in the wilderness, (Numbers 21:4-9)
(2) in this way it is necessary for [pres. act. ind.] the Son of Man to be lifted up [aor. pass. inf. u`yo,w], (see same Greek word in Isaiah 52:13)
(a) From Nicodemus’ perspective: Jesus must be publicly exhibited
(b) From our perspective: “In John, being lifted up refers to one continuous action of ascent, beginning with the cross but ending at the right hand of the Father.  Step 1 is Jesus’ death; step 2 is his resurrection; and step 3 is the ascension back to heaven.  It is the upward swing of the “pendulum” which began with the incarnation….” (NET Bible)
(3) What are the similarities?
(a) It was revealed, not invented--people would never arrive at this conclusion
(b) It was gracious (undeserved)
(c) It was in light of God’s judgment--they deserved their predicament
(d) It was after they acknowledged (repented of) their sin
(e) It was merciful--people were/are in mortal danger
(f) It was contrary to human reasoning--look at a snake? Look at a cross for life?
(g) It was exclusive--one snake, one Christ
(h) It was effective to those who humbly looked
(i) It demanded human responsibility--they must look
(j) It demonstrates that trust is ultimately in the One who provided the snake and the Son

ii) Jesus states the purpose for His being lifted up--3:15
(1) 15 in order that [i[na] everyone [pa/j] (everyone without distinction, Jew and Gentile alike) who is characterized by trusting [pres. act. ptc. pisteu,w] in Him
(a) Negatively--should not perish [aor, mid. subj. avpo,llumi], [not in critical text]
(b) Positively--but should have [pres. act. subj. e;cw] eternal life.”
(i) This is the first of 17 uses of the phrase “eternal life” in John’s book
(ii) Those who looked on the snake had physical life but eventually died; those who genuinely trust in the Son have life eternal.

3) Summary and applications
a) Do you see the inability of mankind?
b) Do you see the necessity of the new birth?
c) Do you simply respect Jesus, or have you submissively embraced Jesus? Do you acknowledge Him as the eternal Son of God who humbly came to this earth to reveal God’s exclusive way of salvation?
d) Will you look and live? Or will you continue in your wretched sin?



John 3:1-21 (part 3--3:16-21)

Purpose:  To show all listeners the amazing love of the holy God whom we have offended

1) God did two things--3:16-17 (He loved, therefore He gave)
a) God loved the world intensely--3:16  16 For [ga,r] God (the Father) loved [aor. act. ind. avgapa,w] the world in this way,
i) “For” explains why God makes eternal life available (3:14)
ii) The freedom of God’s love--the world is not lovely or attractive.  God chose to love us in spite of ourselves.
iii) The object of God’s love--the world, that is all people without distinction; not merely the elect (as some Calvinists wrongly say), or only the Jews
iv) The result of God’s love--that He gave [aor. act. ind. di,dwmi] His unique Son,
(1) Through the incarnation (3:17) to be “lifted up” (3:14)
(2) The Son obeyed willingly (Hebrews 9:14)
v) The purpose of God’s loving gift--so that [i[na] everyone characterized by trusting [pres. act. ptc. pisteu,w] in Him
(1) Negatively--should not perish [aor. mid. subj. avpo,llumi]
(2) Positively--but should be having [pres. act. subj. e;cw] eternal life.
(3) This is the look of faith to Him who is lifted up (3:14)
b) Why the incarnation of Jesus Christ?--3:17
i) Negatively--17 For [ga,r] God did not send [aor. act. ind. avposte,llw] His Son into the world that [i[na] He should condemn [pres. act. subj. kri,nw] the world,
(1) Rescuing comes first, then judgment.  He will come to bring judgment.
ii) Positively--but [avlla,] that [i[na] the world might be rescued [aor. pass. subj. sw,zw] through [dia,] Him.
(1) All things were created through Him (1:3, 10)
(2) People must trust through Him (1:7)

2) Contrast # 1 regarding faith--3:18 (no neutrality)
a) Positively--18 The one characterized by trusting [pres. act. ptc. pisteu,w] in Him is not being condemned [pres. pass. ind. kri,nw];
b) Negatively--but the one characterized by not trusting [pres. act. ptc. pisteu,w] has been condemned [pf. pass. ind. krinw] already,
i) because [o[ti] he has not trusted [pf. act. ind. pisteu,w] in the name of the unique Son of God.
ii) Thus he compounds his guilt by rejecting God’s solution for his sin. (See 3:36)

3) God’s judgment of the world--3:19  19 Now this is the condemnation/verdict [kri,sij],
a) that [o[ti] Light has come [pf. act. ind. e;rcomai] into the world, (1:1-11)
b) and (yet) the people loved [aor. act. ind. avgapa,w] the darkness rather than the Light,
i) Why?  because [ga,r] their works were [impf. act. ind. evimi,] evil [ponhro,j].
c) Their love is an exclusive love for the darkness.

4) Contrast # 2 regarding works--3:20-21
a) Worthless works--3:20  20 For everyone who is characterized by practicing [pres. act. ptc. pra,ssw] worthlessness [fau/loj]
i) Is doing what?
(1) is hating [pres. act. ind. mise,w] the Light,
(2) and is not coming [pres. dep. ind. e;rcomai] toward the Light
ii) Why?  so that [i[na] his works should not be exposed [aor. pass. subj. evle,gcw].
(1) With the accompanying shame and conviction (Carson, p. 207) and humiliation (Schreiner, N.T. Theology, p. 563).
iii) In other words, the reason people reject Christ lies with them.  It is their own fault.  It is their own wickedness that hinders them from coming to Christ. 
b) God accomplished works--3:21 21 But the one characterized by doing [pres. act. ptc. poie,w] the truth
i) What is “doing the truth”?
(1) To accept and act faithfully upon what God has revealed to be true concerning sin and righteousness and man’s sinful condition. (Kent, p. 64)
ii) Is doing what?
(1) is coming [pres. dep. ind. e;rcomai] toward the Light
iii) Why?  so that [i[na] his works should be revealed [aor. pass. subj. fanero,w] that     [o[ti] they have been accomplished [pf. pass. ptc. evrga,zomai] in God (emphatic).
(1) The doer of truth loves the Light, not because he is some intrinsically superior person, but rather because he desires to show what God has done in him. (Carson, p. 208)

5) Summary and applications
a) Unbelief is a rejecting of the Light, loving spiritual darkness, hating the Light.
b) Jesus was not sent into a spiritually neutral world; he came into an already lost and condemned world (Carson, p. 207)
c) Do you sense the immediate danger of rejecting the Light?  You already stand condemned before the One who provided the solution for your dilemma.
i) David Wells once said: “Our task today is to tell people — who no longer know what sin is, no longer have the categories to understand it, no longer see themselves as sinners, and no longer have room for these categories in their non-moral universe — that Christ died for sins of which they do not think they’re guilty.”
d) “God loves all the world, but God will save none in the world who refuse to believe in His only begotten Son.” (J. C. Ryle, 3:159)
e) If you trust in the Son, you can have eternal life right now.


John 3:22-30

Purpose: to challenge true followers of Christ to focus solely on Christ

Introduction: Jesus publicly identifies with John the Witness/Immerser.  This seems to take place during the spring and summer of 30 AD.

1) The setting--3:22-24 (these are imperfect verbs, indicating ongoing activity)
a) Jesus’ activity--3:22  22 After these things (an indefinite amount of time elapsed) Jesus and his disciples came into the Judean territory (north of Jerusalem, toward Samaria),
i) and he was staying there with them
ii) and (he) was immersing [bapti,zw]. (but see John 4:1-2 to clarify this)
(1) This is neither Christian immersion nor Spirit immersion, but that of identification.
b) John’s activity--3:23  23 Now John also was immersing in Aenon (“springs”) near Salem (“peace”), because there was much water there,
i) and they were arriving
ii) and (they) were being immersed
iii) Why?  24  (because John was not yet thrown into prison).
(1) Before the Galilean ministry.  This shows John is aware of the other Gospel books, and is clarifying lest there be some misunderstanding.  See Matthew 4: 12-17; Mark 1:14-15

2) The debate--3:25-26 (should we focus on John or on Jesus)
a) The debate ensues--3:25  25 Consequently (because of the “competing” ministries in 3:22-23) there came about a debate [zh,thsij] of [evk] John’s disciples (they started it) with a Judean concerning purification.
i) Purification of the outer person and not the inner person as Jesus explains in 3:1-21
b) The potentially divisive statement--3:26 26 And they (John’s disciples) came to John and said to him, 
i) How is Jesus identified by them? (notice their John-centered perspective)
(1) “Rabbi, (only place in NT where John is addressed in this way)
(2) the One who was with you on the other side of the Jordan
(3) --to Whom you have testified--
(a) See John 1:7, 8, 15, 32, 34
ii) What is Jesus said to be doing?  behold,… (a perceived threat to John’s popularity)
(1) Jesus’ activity--this One is immersing
(2) The exaggerated perceived response of others--and everyone is going to Him.”
(a) Are they afraid people will forsake their master?
iii) The Jews had a rule that a disciple could not teach others unless he was 12 miles away from his rabbi. (Gill)  Does this enter into the picture?


3) John’s humble response--3:27-30  27 John responded and said,
a) John’s acknowledgment that it’s all from God--3:27  “A person is able to receive nothing unless [eva,n mh,] it has been given [periphrastic pf. pass. ptc.] to him from heaven/God.
i) John’s task of preparation was assigned to him by the same sovereign God who gave Jesus His task.  See 1st Corinthians 4:7; Job 1:21.
ii) Carson reminds us: “Deep discontent over God’s wise, sovereign disposition of people and things would in that instance betray not only unbelief and (un)faithfulness, but the worst form of the perennial human sin, the arrogance that wants to be God and stand where God stands.” (p. 211)
b) John’s consistent track-record of focusing on Christ--3:28  28 Youpl yourselves are testifying that I said, (this relates to their statement in 3:26)
i) Negatively--‘I am not the Messiah,’
ii) Positively--but ‘I have been sent [periphrastic pf. pass. ptc.] before that One.’
(1) Remembering God’s Word in Isaiah 40:3; Malachi 3:1; Luke 1:13-17
c) John’s complete joy in Christ, who is the center of attention--3:29
i) 29 The one who is characterized by having the bride is the bridegroom.
ii) But the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, is greatly rejoicing (“rejoices with joy”) because of the bridegroom’s voice.
(1) Don’t push John’s illustration too far.  The focus is on the Bridegroom only.
iii) Therefore this joy of mine stands complete.
(1) John has seen the fulfillment of his desires.  Messiah is no longer coming; He is now here and active!  John’s God-given ministry has been successful in the eyes of God.
d) John’s recognition of God’s perspective of his role--3:30 30 It is necessary… (because of the determined will of God)
i) Jesus’ role and reputation is to increase--For that One to increase,
ii) John’s role and reputation is to decrease--but I to be diminished.
(1) We ought not to draw attention to ourselves.  There is no rivalry here, no competition.

4) Summary and application
a) How great is the temptation to focus on ourselves rather than in Christ.  Let us deny ourselves.
b) There should not be any competition or rivalry among genuine followers of Christ.  Let us be content.
c) God will not share His glory with anyone (Isaiah 42:8; 48:11).  Let us keep perspective.



John 3:31-36

Purpose: challenge listeners concerning the seriousness of the wrath of a loving and holy God

Introduction:  Are these the words of John the Witness/Immerser (Calvin, Ryle, MacArthur, Bookman) or John the author (Carson, Kostenberger, Shepard)?

1) A contrast of two sources of authority and the resulting communication--3:31a-b
a) Jesus’ heavenly source--31 The One who comes [pres. dep. ptc.] from above [a;nwqen]...
i) is above [evpa,nw] all. (how we are to be born again--3:3)
(1) That’s why He must increase
b) John’s earthly source (and humanity in general)--The one who is [pres. act. ptc.] of [evk] the earth...
i) is of [evk] the earth
ii) and is speaking of [evk] the earth.
c) “All humans speak of heaven from an earthly source of knowledge, not from firsthand knowledge (like Jesus). (Transline, p. 309)

2) A contrast regarding how Christ from heaven is received--3:31c-33
a) Divine source--The One who is coming from [evk] heaven...
i) is above [evpa,nw] all.
b) The contrasting responses to Him--3:32-33
i) Negative response to this Eye-Witness with perfect, firsthand (not revealed) knowledge--32 And what He has seen [pf. act. ind. o`ra,w] (emphatic) and heard [aor. act. ind. avkou,w], this He is testifying [pres. act. ind. marture,w],
(1) This argues for Christ’s pre-existence, when He saw and heard the Father
(2) A hyperbole--and no one is receiving [pres. act. ind. lamba,nw] His testimony [marturi,a]. (Remember everyone coming to Him? 3:26)
(a) Relatively few trusted Christ at this time (see the next verse for some who do)
ii) Positive response to this Eye-Witness with perfect knowledge--33 The one who received [aor. act. ptc. lamba,nw] His testimony [martur,ia] sets his seal [aor. act. ind. sfragi,zw] (confirms or authenticates) that God (the Father) is true [avlhqh,j], (see 1st John 5:10; we serve a God of veracity)
(1) Why?  34 because the One whom God sent [aor. act. ind. avposte,llw] (3:16-17) is speaking the words [r`h/ma] of God,
(a) Why does He do this?  because not by measure is God giving [pres. act. ind. di,dwmi] the Spirit (to the Son, illustrated at His immersion by John when Jesus was anointed for His earthly ministry). [NB the Tri-Unity of God]
(i) There is perfect communion between the Father and the Son.
(ii) This obviously refers to the power or gifts of the Spirit, because the Spirit is not an object that can be measured.
(iii) There is no limit to the Father’s gift to the Son (Isaiah 11:2; 42:1; 61:1; Revelation 3:1; 5:6)
(iv) Later Jewish writings (300 years after NT) indicate they believed the Spirit rested on the prophets by measure.  Not so with Jesus.

3) A contrast regarding how Christ the Son is received--3:35-36
a) The Father’s loving and sovereign relationship to the Son
i) Loving--35 The Father is loving [pres. act. ind. avgapa,w] the Son,
(1) The Son is worthy of His love, the world (3:16) is not.
ii) Sovereign--and has given [pf. act. ind. di,dwmi] all things into His hand.
(1) The Father has supreme authority and power within the Tri-Unity; yet the three are each fully God. This is referring to the economic aspect of the Tri-Unity.
(2) Christ has delegated authority and power; thus to receive Christ is to receive the One who sent Him.
(3) Remember John’s statement in 3:27

b) The contrasting responses to the Son--3:36 (indicating your eternal destiny depends on your relationship to the Son)
i) Positive response of genuine faith--36 The one characterized by trusting [pres. act. ptc. pisteu,w] in the Son
(1) Positive present result--is having [pres. act. ind.] eternal life,
(a) Remember 3:15-16
ii) Negative response of defiant disobedience--but the one characterized by refusing to trust [pres. act. ptc. avpeiqe,w] (i.e. he is disobeying and rejecting, he is not allowing himself to be persuaded, unwilling to comply) the Son
(1) Negative future result--will not see [fut. dep. ind. o`ra,w] (experience) life,
(a) Remember 3:3, 5
(2) Negative present result--but the wrath [ovrgh,] of God remains [pres. act. ind. me,nw] upon him.”
(a) We are all by nature children of wrath (Ephesians 2:3; Romans 1:18-25)
(b) “God’s wrath is not (always) a sudden gust or passion, but the settled displeasure of God against sin.” (Linguistic & Exegetical Key, p. 186)
(c) It is “God’s holy outrage against rebellious humanity” (Kostenberger, p. 140)
iii) Your relationship to God the Father is determined by your relationship to the words of Jesus Christ.

4) Summary and applications
a) If you claim to believe that what Jesus said is true, then are you trusting Him for salvation?
b) Only by faith in Jesus the Messiah can one escape the wrath.
5) Robert Culver writes: “The Biblical name for God’s alienation from sinners is wrath.  A teacher who would ignore this fact is not a good guide and any sinner who rejects it is beyond help, for until one knows in the heart through conscience that God’s wrath leads to judgment and punishment he will not repent.” (Systematic Theology, p. 553)
John 4:1-15

Purpose:  His tender mercy and wisdom which He demonstrates toward us for His glory

Introduction: Further evidence of the truth of 2:25.  What a contrast between Jesus and this woman: 1) ethnically--Jew vs. Samaritan; 2) religiously--whole OT vs. Pentateuch only; and 3) sinless vs. grossly immoral (Kostenberger).

The background and setting for the encounter--4:1-6
Explanation of travel motives--4:1-3  1 Therefore … 3 He left Judea, and departed toward Galilee. (He doesn’t arrive in Galilee until 4:45)
Why did Jesus leave Judea?--4:1 when the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard (i.e. learned) that Jesus was making and immersing more disciples than John
Jesus was beginning to increase and John to decrease--3:30.  John was also thrown into prison about this time (Matthew 4:12; Mark 1:14).
Was Jesus’ popularity was too much for the Pharisees to handle?  Would the Pharisees try to play John against Jesus, or their disciples against each other (3:25)?
Clarification--4:2 2 (although Jesus Himself was not immersing, but His disciples),
The Pharisees had heard incorrectly
Application: “Our Lord’s conduct on this occasion shows us that it is not obligatory on a Christian to await danger to life and person when he sees it coming, and that it is not cowardice of use all reasonable means to avoid it. We are not to court martyrdom, or needlessly to throw our lives away. There is a time for all things--a time to live and work, as well as a time to suffer and to die.” (Ryle, 3:195)
Explanation of travel plans--4:4-6  4 Now it was necessary for Him to pass through Samaria.
There were at least 2 other routes available for Him to take
Geographically--5 Accordingly He came to a city of Samaria called Sychar, (on Mt. Ebal)
Josephus reminds us that some Jews traveled through Samaria for feasts in Jerusalem (Antiquities, 20:118)
Josephus remarks of the convenience of passing through Samaria, making a 3 day trip from Jerusalem to Galilee (Life, 1:269)
Historically--near the piece of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph.
Culturally--6 Now Jacob’s well was there.
Physically--So Jesus, being wearied from the journey, was sitting by the well.
After climbing the hills to Sychar (@ 3,000’ above Salim [3:23]), Jesus was exhausted.  Perhaps still recovering from His 40-day fast?  Remember 1:14.
Chronologically--It was about the sixth hour. (noon)

The initial part of the conversation--4:7-15 (“Give me a drink”)
Three observations concerning the woman--4:7a
Female, not male--7 A woman
Samaria, not Jerusalem--from Samaria
Alone, not with other women--came to draw water.
Normally women came in groups in the evening (Genesis 24:11)
Jesus initiates the conversation--4:7b Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.”
Clarification--8 (For his disciples had gone away into the city, that they may buy provisions.) [Jesus did not perform a miracle to feed his groups of followers]
This was the equivalent of saying He desired fellowship with her.  Jewish culture frowned upon a Jewish man talking with a woman in public; it was considered the same as flirting, especially at a well.  A law of the rabbis written in 66 AD stated that anyone who drank water from a Samaritan woman’s vessel was ceremonially unclean.
She responds with a question--4:9  9 Then the woman of Samaria said to him, “How is it that You, being a Jew, are asking a drink from me, a Samaritan woman?”
Clarification--(For the Jews do not associate (lit. “share dishes with”) with Samaritans.)
She was regarded as ritually unclean from her birth.
She sees only a weary Jewish traveler, whereas Nicodemus saw only a rabbi
Jesus addressed her ignorance of Him--4:10  10 Jesus responded and said to her,
If … “If you knew … [2nd class conditional sentence, contrary to fact]
Knew who?
the gift of God,
Jesus the gift--3:16
and Who it is Who is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’
Then …
you would have asked Him,
People don’t ask because they don’t realize their genuine thirst
and He would have given to you living water.”
A literal phrase found in the LXX to refer to running or fresh water
A figurative phrase in Jeremiah 2:13; 17:13; Ezekiel 36:25-27; Zechariah 14:8
The physically thirsty One offers to satisfy her spiritual thirst.
She displays further ignorance--4:11-12
Concerning the nature of the water--4:11  11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing with which to draw water, and the well is (@ 90-100’) deep; where then do you get this living water?
The disciples had apparently taken the customary skin-bucket with them.
The concerning the nature of Jesus--4:12  12 You are not greater than our father Jacob, who gave us this well and drank from it himself, and his sons and his livestock?”
She assumes a negative answer
She seems to refer to Genesis 33:18-19 and 48:22 (see also Joshua 24:32)
Jesus clarifies the nature of the water for her--4:13-14  13 Jesus responded and said to her, 
The nature of physical water--Everyone who is drinking [pres. act. ptc.] of this water (in Jacob’s well) will be thirsty again,
The nature of spiritual water--
An emphatic negative--14 but whoever should drink [aor. act. subj.] of the water which I will give him will never ever be thirsty forever,
God alone satisfies our thirsty soul--Isaiah 12:3; 55:1-5
An eternal positive--but the water which I will give him will become in him a well of water bubbling up into eternal life.”
The thirsty soul can be transformed into one meeting the need of others
She wants a comfortable solution--4:15  15 The woman said to him, “Sir, … 
She requests the water--give me this water,
Why does she want the water Jesus offers?  so that [] … 
Physical comfort--I may not be thirsty [pres. act. subj.],
Social comfort--nor be coming [pres. dep. ind.] to this place to draw [pres. act. inf.].”

Summary and applications
See the true humanity of Jesus: He is tired, thirsty, dependent on others for food & drink
See the true willingness of Jesus: if she had asked, He would have given he living water
See the true mercy and love of Jesus: He met her needs, even a Samaritan woman
See the true wisdom of Jesus: He came to her on His terms in a way familiar to her
See the true glory of Jesus: He is willing and able to cure the supposedly incurable



John 4:16-26

Purpose:  to challenge us all regarding the nature of true worship of the true God

Introduction:  She asks for living water (4:15), but Jesus addresses her sin, before He talks to her about worship.

1) Jesus addresses her sin to strategically demonstrate her need—4:16-19
a) Jesus tests her—4:16-17
i) Commands—16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.”
ii) Avoidance—17 The woman responded and said, “I do not have a husband.”
(1) Does she think He is flirting with her? That’s what the social custom said.
b) Jesus exposes her sin—4:17b-19
i) Through His Divine omniscience—Jesus said to her, “You have rightly said, ‘I do not have a husband,” 18 because you have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your husband.  What you have said is true.”
(1) NB the change of emphasis in her statement and Jesus’ quote.
(2) Remember, Jesus had not met this woman previously.
(3) Her previous husbands were now either dead or divorced.
(4) Cohabitation does not equal marriage.
(5) Remember the question the Jewish leaders brought to Jesus about a woman with 7 husbands (Matthew 22:25-28).
ii) Her limited perception—19 The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive [] that you are a prophet.
(1) Only a prophet would know so much about her pathetic, broken past of broken promises and shattered hopes.
(2) Remember John 2:25
c) How has her present worship at Gerizim affected her daily life?  Has her faith proven itself to be real?

2) Jesus addresses her wrong view of worship—4:20-24
· If this Jew was indeed a prophet from God, perhaps he can finally settle the issue of where we are to worship?
a) The LOCATION of worship—(The woman said to him) 20 Our fathers worshiped on this mountain (Gerizim), and (yet) youpl (Jews) say that in Jerusalem is the place where one ought to worship.”
i) Location based on tradition—“Our fathers … ”
(1) Does she attempt a quick diversion to avoid dealing with her sin? Or is this a follow-up question since she sees Him as a prophet?
(2) She is basing her thoughts partly upon the wrong teaching she has heard since she was a child.  The Samaritan priests had changed Deuteronomy 27:4 to read “Mt. Gerizim” instead of “Mt. Ebal.”
(3) Abraham (Genesis 12:7) and Jacob (Genesis 33:20) had built altars nearby.  Moses did make mention of Gerizim (Deuteronomy 11:29). 
ii) Impending obsolescence of location—21 Jesus said to her, “Woman … 
(1) A command—trust [aor. act. impv. ] Me,
(a) Why?  that an hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will youpl worship the Father (specifically, personally).
(b) Jesus’ death & resurrection will change the location of worship for all
iii) True worship can take place at all times in all places.
b) The OBJECT of worship—4:22-24
i) Concerning the right knowledge in worship—4:22
(1) Superstitious and syncretistic worship—22 Youpl (Samaritans) worship what youpl do not know;
(a) They were ignorant of the true God
(2) Reasonable worship—we (Jews) worship what we know,
(a) because the salvation/deliverance is from [] the Jews (not the Samaritans).
(b) NB that Jesus willingly identifies Himself as Jewish
(c) Even though the Jews generally worshiped the true God in the wrong way and with the wrong motive.
(d) How is salvation of the Jews? (Fruchtenbaum, Israelology, p. 849)
(i) The Jews recorded God’s program of salvation
(ii) The Jews recorded the content of faith (what to believe)
(iii) The Savior was a Jew
(iv) The first proclaimers of salvation through Christ were Jews.
ii) Concerning the right kind of worship—4:23-24
· She has the wrong view of God.  She thinks He is a physical God to be sought, rather than a spiritual God who seeks. 
(1) Rooted in the activity of God—4:23  23 But [] an hour is coming, and now is (present in the person of Christ), when the true (genuine, authentic) worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth;
(a) because the Father is seeking such people as His worshipers.
(i) Among both Jew and Gentile
(2) Rooted in the character of God—4:24  24 God is spirit (emphatic; personal, invisible, and not limited to a certain space), and those who are worshiping Him must worship Him in spirit and truth.
(a) “God is spirit” is the basis for Israel being commanded to make no idols.
(b) In its highest form, on God’s terms, according to God’s self-revelation in Christ and the written Word.
(c) “True worship is paternal in focus (Father), personal in origin (Son), and pneumatic in character (Spirit).” (Stibbe in Kostenberger, 157)
(d) In spirit--We cannot worship with our senses, which are essentially flesh. Our eyes look at beautiful decorations, our ears listen to music, our noses may smell incense. These can be (and often are) distractions. (Bullinger, p. 665)

3) Jesus addresses her view of Messiah--4:25-26
a) Her basic yet incomplete knowledge of Messiah—25 The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (the one who is called Christ).  “When that One comes, He will tell ( announce to) us all things (re: the future).”
i) The Samaritans referred to Messiah as Taheb (“the Restorer”).  Taheb was a teaching Messiah.
ii) Does she see Jesus as this Restorer?  Will she acknowledge the Jesus and the Messiah are one and the same?
b) Jesus’ undeniable admittance to being Messiah—26 Jesus said to her, “I, the One speaking to you, am He.”
i) Remember John 4:12. Jesus finally answers her question.
ii) Jesus’ first declaration of Himself as Messiah is to an immoral Samaritan woman, and not the high-class, righteous, and respected Nicodemus.  What grace to make Himself so clearly known to her, when He did not do so to Nicodemus.
iii) It was safer to state this in Samaria than in Jerusalem (John 10:24-31).

4) Summary and applications
a) There are those who argue that they can worship God wherever they want.  That is partly true.  However, they are not allowed to worship God however they want.  They must worship Him in spirit and truth.
i) “For worship requires that we see God high and exalted, supreme and glorious, holy and pure, mighty and loving.  And this view of God is not from an indifferent distance, as it were; a purely objective, ice-cold, merely factual ‘seeing’ of God will not elicit worship. Rather, worship happens only when we are granted eyes to behold God’s magnificence, and splendor, and glory, and majesty.  This is a seeing with deep and abiding longing, a seeing that savors, eliciting a savoring that satisfies.  In this seeing, God invades our lives, and we experience the truths about him that we have beheld.  Truth about him becomes existential within our minds, hearts, hopes, fears, plans, dreams, values, and desires.  We marvel at his character, we embrace his will and his ways as we savor the richness and bounty of all that he is.  And as this happens—as we are deeply satisfied in God—we worship.  So God seeks worshipers because he seeks to fill us with himself, that we in turn may give to him the honor, thanks, and praise due only to him.” (Ware, God’s Greater Glory, p. 158)
b) What do you learn of Jesus? (based on Ryle, p. 227)
i) Jesus is initiating His dealings with sinners.
(1) The awesome and independent God who needs none of us seeks relationship with us! (Ware, God’s Greater Glory, p. 157)
ii) Jesus is knowledgeable in His dealings with sinners.
iii) Jesus is merciful in His dealings with sinners.
iv) Jesus is wise in His dealings with sinners.
v) Jesus is patient in His dealings with sinners.
vi) Jesus is powerful in His dealings with sinners.
c) Everyone is a worshiper (Romans 1:25).  Will you worship the true God in spirit and truth?



John 4:27-38

Purpose:  to help true believers have a Godward view of the discipleship process

Introduction: After He identifies Himself as Messiah … .

1) The disciples arrive back at the well—4:27  27 And at this time His disciples arrived,
a) and they were amazed that He was speaking with a woman,
i) Not just this particular immoral Samaritan woman; after all, He was a rabbi!
ii) Did they hear Jesus’ statement that identified Him as Messiah?
b) yet (however) no one said,
i) “What are You seeking?”
ii) or, “Why are You talking with her?”
(1) Some rabbis taught you shouldn’t ever talk with a woman.
(a) Gill records:
· ``do not multiply discourse with a woman, with his wife they say, much less with his neighbour's wife: hence the wise men say, at whatsoever time a man multiplies discourse with a woman, he is the cause of evil to himself, and ceases from the words of the law, and at last shall go down into hell.''
· And particularly it was thought very unbecoming a religious man, a doctor, or scholar, or a disciple of a wise man so to do. This is one of the six things which are a reproach to a scholar, "to talk with a woman in the street".
· And it is even said, ``let him not talk with a woman in the street, though she is his wife, or his sister, or his daughter.''
(2) Couldn’t that same question be asked of why would He talk with them?

2) The woman heads back to town—4:28-30
a) The woman’s response—4:28-29
i) 28 Then the woman left her water jar (but that’s what she had come for!)
(1) Indicating her hurriedness? a desire to return? To give Jesus a drink (4:7)?
ii) and went away into the city (Sychar)
iii) and said to the people, (the very people who had shunned her)
(1) An invitation to see a prophet—29 “Come, see a Man who told me all things that I have ever done.
(a) Same invitation as Philip in 1:46.
(b) Perhaps hyperbole, but if He knows about the 6 men she has been with, wouldn’t He know more than that?
(2) An appropriate question (rather than a statement) to arouse curiosity—This one is not the Christ, is He?” (assumed negative response)
(a) She views Jesus as no longer simply a Jew (4:9), or a prophet (4:19)
b) The city’s response—4:30  30 They went out of the city and were coming to Him.
i) To see for themselves, because she was considered an unreliable witness
ii) If He knows all about her, would He also know all about them?

3) Jesus talks with the disciples concerning their misunderstanding of food—4:31-33
a) Round 1—4:31-32
i) Recognition of His authority and His humanity—4:31  31 In the meantime (before the Samaritans arrived) His disciples were asking Him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.” (they recognized Jesus as being a real human being)
ii) Recognition of His priorities—4:32  32 But He said to them, “I have food to eat that youpl do not know.”
iii) They had left Him hungry and thirsty; now He shows interest in neither one.
b) Round 2—4:33-38
i) Confusion among the disciples—4:33  33 Therefore the disciples were saying to one another, “No one has brought Him anything to eat, did he?” (assumed negative response)
(1) He should be hungry after walking all morning.  But He certainly wouldn’t accept food from the unclean Samaritans.
ii) Jesus clarifies what He means by His figurative food—4:34-38  34 Jesus said to them,
(1) Submission to the Father’s will—4:34  “My food is ...
(a) that I may do the will [] of Him who sent [] Me
(b) and complete His work [] (delegated to Me).
(c) Remember Deuteronomy 8:3.
(d) This was how Jesus glorified the Father (John 17:4; 19:30)
(2) The urgency of the Father’s work—4:35 35 Are youpl not saying,
(a) ‘There are yet four months and then comes the harvest’?
(i) This is probably during January/February 31 AD.
(ii) They are thinking, “There is still time; no need to hurry.”
(b) A pair of commands regarding urgency—Behold, I say to youpl,
(i) ‘Lift up yourpl eyes, and notice (contemplate) the fields, that they are already white for harvest!
(c) The Samaritans have arrived!
(3) A promise of gracious reward—4:36-38
(a) Making an observation—4:36 36 And the one reaping …
(i) The reaper does what?
1. receives wages, and gathers fruit for eternal life,
(ii) Why does the reaper receive payment?  so that the sower and the reaper may rejoice together.
1. Different responsibilities but the same joy
(b) Reciting a proverb pointing to seeming inequality—4:37  37 For in this instance the saying is true,
(i) ‘One is sowing and another is reaping.’
(c) General application—4:38
(i) 38 I send [] youpl to reap that for which youpl did not labor [].
1. Earlier workers had it difficult; you do not have it as hard.
(ii) Others have labored [pf. act. ind. ], and youpl have entered [pf. act. ind.] into their labors [].”
1. John the Baptist and his predecessors

4) Summary and applications
a) Discipleship is a SATISFYING process—doing the will of God satisfies the soul, just as food does the body.
b) Discipleship is an ONGOING process—success in harvesting depends on God’s work through others who have gone before us.
c) Discipleship is an URGENT process—the fields are already white for harvest
d) Discipleship is a CORPORATE process—at times some Christians “gather fruit” during the missions/evangelism stage of the discipleship process.  Some plant, some water, but it is God who gives the increase (1st Corinthians 3:6, 7).  Our privilege and responsibility is to bring others the message of Jesus Christ in the power of the Spirit for the glory of God and the good of those with whom we share the message.



John 4:39-42

Purpose: To challenge all listeners about the need for individual faith and discipleship

Introduction:

1) Salvation comes to Sychar—4:39  39 Now [] many of the Samaritans (4:30) from that city (Sychar) trusted [aor. act. ind. ] in Him
a) Why?  because of the word of the woman as she was testifying [], “He told me everything I ever did.”
i) The importance of personal testimony to the person and work of Christ.  She joined John the Baptist as a witness for Christ (1:7-8, etc.).
ii) Her testimony was straightforward, honest, and plain.

2) The Savior remains in Sychar—4:40-42
a) Their request—4:40  40 So [], when the Samaritans came to Him, they were asking Him to remain with them, and [] He remained there two days,
i) Convincing evidence that these Samaritans trusted this Jewish rabbi.
ii) Not like the people across the lake who later asked Him to leave (Matthew 8:34; Luke 8:37).
iii) Does this stay form the basis of the accusation in John 8:48?
b) Their trust—4:41  41 and [] many more trusted [aor. act. ind. ] because of His word (i.e. His message),
i) Compared with the woman’s word.
ii) Evidence that Jesus was correct when He said the fields were ripe for harvest (4:35).
c) Their testimony—4:42  42 and [] were saying to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we are trusting [pres. act. ind. ], for … 
i) The necessity of individual personal hearing to have legitimate faith—we have heard [pf. act. ind. ] for ourselves,
(1) Not merely externally with the ears but internally with the heart
ii) The necessity of knowing to have legitimate faith—and [] we know [pf. act. ind. ] that …
(1) Jesus is the Savior of all—this One really [] is the Savior of the world,
(a) Not just the Jews—1st John 4:14
(b) Savior in a unique manner—1st Timothy 4:10
(c) By John including this in his book, he is challenging the Roman culture around him which viewed the emperor as the “savior of the world”
(2) Jesus is the Messiah—(He is) the Christ.”

3) Jesus’ later dealings with the Samaritans
a) Matthew 10:1-42 (esp. v. 5)—told His disciples (toward the end of His ministry in Galilee) to stay away from Gentiles and Samaritans because of the specific content of the message He gave to them
b) Luke 9:52-56—on His final trip south from Galilee (@ 2 years later; @ 6 months before His death) the Samaritans did not receive Him because of His determination to get to Jerusalem
c) Acts 8:4-25—was Jesus’ work preparation for that of the apostles?

4) Summary and applications
a) Jesus’ pattern of evangelism in John coincides with that of the early church in Acts 1:8: Nicodemus in Jerusalem (John 3:1-21); Judea (John 3:22-36); Samaria (4:1-42); and Gentiles (12:20-32).
b) God sometimes chooses to use our testimony concerning Christ to draw others to Himself.  But our faith cannot be based only upon what someone else has told us about Jesus.  What happens when that person is gone?  We must trust Him ourselves as individuals.
c) If God chose to use this immoral woman who had become His disciple to reach out to others, might He not use you as well?


John 4:43-54

Purpose:  To challenge listeners to take Jesus at His Word, not for what we can get out of Jesus but for Who He is

Introduction:  This wraps up the first section in John (2:1-4:54).  It also provides us with a transition to the next stage in Jesus’ ministry.  For the next 18 months Jesus will ministry primarily in Galilee where the most Jews lived.  Galilean Jews were not quite as rigid as those in Judea to the south.

1) Jesus leaves Sychar for Galilee—4:43-45
a) What did He do?—43 Now, after two days He departed from there (Sychar) and went into Galilee.  Continuing the trip begun in 4:3.
· The other Gospels tell us that He did the following:
i) Matthew 4:17—“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 
ii) Mark 1:14-15—“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near.  Repent and trust in the good news.”
iii) Luke 4:14-15—taught in their synagogues and was being glorified by all
b) Why did He do this? To prove a point—4:44  44 (For Jesus himself had testified that a prophet has no honor in his own native country (lit. “fatherland”).)
i) Restated just days/weeks later in Luke 4:24
c) The superficial response of the Galileans—4:45  45 So, when He came to Galilee, the Galileans received Him,
i) Why did they receive Him?  having seen (i.e. because they had seen) all the things He did in Jerusalem during the (Passover) feast (John 2:13-25);
(1) In contrast to the Samaritans—for they also went to the feast.
(2) They did not receive Him as Messiah, just a hometown prophet.  Sometimes familiarity breeds contempt.
(a) Perhaps there is a bit of regional pride against the Judeans?
ii) See the next event in Luke 4:16-31—the people of Nazareth try to kill Him

2) Jesus’s second sign: heals a sick boy from a distance—4:46-54
a) The setting for the sign—4:46
i) The location of the Healer—46 Then Jesus came again to Cana of Galilee (45-50 miles from Sychar), where He made the water wine (John 2:1-13).
ii) The location of the father and his sick boy—And there was a certain royal official [] (currently in Cana) whose son was sick in Capernaum. (16-20 miles downhill to the ENE on the NNW shore of the Sea of Galilee)
(1) Now we move to a high society individual, possibly a Gentile.  This man was possibly associated with Herod Antipas, who will eventually put John the Baptist to death.
b) The conversation—4:47-50
i) The persistent request—4:47  47 When this man heard that Jesus had come out of Judea to Galilee, he went to Him (is this why he was in Cana? Did he travel from Capernaum for this?) and was asking [impf. ] that He might …
(1) Do 2 things: come down (to Capernaum) and heal his son,
(2) Why?  because he (the son) was about to die.
(3) He apparently thought Jesus had to be physically present in order to heal.  Perhaps this was based on the signs in John 2:23.
ii) Jesus’ initial response—4:48  48 Then Jesus said to him, “Unless youpl (Galileans) see signs and wonders youpl will never [] trust.”
(1) Remember 1:11, in contrast to the Samaritans (4:41, 42) who believed because of His word
(2) The presence of signs and wonders doesn’t automatically produce genuine faith.  A faith based on signs and wonders is an immature faith at best.
(3) Jesus challenges his self-interest.  Jesus is more than simply a healer.
iii) The urgent request—4:49  49 The royal official said to him, “Sir, come down [aor. impv.] before my child dies.”
(1) Apparently thinks 1) Jesus can heal only while present, but not from a distance; and 2) He is not able to raise someone from the dead.
iv) Jesus heals the boy—4:50a  50 Jesus said to him, “Go [pres. impv.]; your son lives.”
(1) Jesus did not do as the man asked.  He didn’t go with him to Capernaum.
v) The official trusts that Jesus healed his son—4:50b And the man (the royal official) trusted the word that Jesus spoke to him, and left (for Capernaum; he obeyed Jesus command to “Go”).
(1) He believes Jesus can heal his son from a distance.  Who can do that?
(2) Perhaps waiting until the next morning before departing, due to the time and distance to Capernaum.
c) Confirmation of the sign—4:51-53
i) His return trip—4:51  51 Now as he was going down (to Capernaum the next day), …
(1) 2 things: his slaves met him and announced, saying, “Your child lives!”
ii) He investigates their claim—4:52 52 Then he inquired of them the hour in which he got better.
(1) And they told him, “Yesterday at the seventh hour (1 PM) the fever left him.”
(2) The slaves know nothing other than the boy is now healthy.  They don’t know how or by whom.
iii) He reasons through the sign—4:53a  53 Then the father knew [] that it was in that hour in which Jesus said to him, “Your son lives.”
iv) He responds in faith—4:53b And he himself trusted, and his whole household.
(1) He becomes convinced concerning who Jesus is, what He said, and what He does.
(2) He now trusted in Jesus, not just that Jesus could/would heal
(3) His immediate family and his slaves trusted along with him, beginning a pattern (Acts 10:2; 11:14; 16:15, 31; 18:8).
d) John’s editorial note—4:54  54 Jesus again made this a second sign,
i) When did He do this?  after He came out of Judea into Galilee.
(1) He did more miracles in Jerusalem earlier, but this is in Galilee.
ii) Compare with 2:11.  Both are semi-public, but more than simply private
iii) These deliberate signs are indicators that Jesus really is who the Bible claims Him to be.  They verify that He is worthy to be trusted.
iv) Note His power and sovereignty to deliberately make this healing His second sign.

3) Summary and applications
a) Jesus is indeed a prophet (4:44), but also so much more
b) Jesus’ signs point to His character: what power to heal in such a manner
c) What mercy and grace to this man and his son
d) How fickle is the human heart
e) [bookmark: _GoBack]How trustworthy is this Son of God
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