John Series part 4
Calvary Baptist Church
Sleepy Eye, MN
John 7:1-2

Purpose: to help all listeners see the importance of using cultural holidays for God’s glory

Introduction:  This next section of John will run from 7:1-8:59, all dealing with the Feast of Booths/Tabernacles.  We want to give the background to this Jewish event so as to better understand the significance of why John includes so much detail of Jesus’ ministry at this time.

1) Jesus wisely avoids Judea for 5-6 months (April–September 32 AD)—7:1 “And after these things Jesus was walking [impf. act. ind. ] in Galilee,
a) Why was He in Galilee?  for He did not want [impf. act. ind. ] to walk [pres. act. inf. ] in Judea, because the Jews (leaders) were seeking [impf. act. ind. ] to kill [aor. act. inf. ] Him.”
i) Remember 5:18
ii) While it is true the Galilean Jews ultimately rejected Him, the Judean Jewish leaders were seeking to kill Him!  But is one really worse than the other?
b) Jesus does not sit idle during this period, merely biding His time
i) Approximately 20 events of Mark 7:1-9:50 and Luke 9:18-50, 57-62 take place during this time, including: additional conflict with Pharisees and Sadducees, a ministry among Gentiles near Tyre and then over to Decapolis, several healings, feeding the 4,000, the first distinct prophecy of His death, the Transfiguration, arguments among the 12 as to who would be the greatest, and extended teaching on forgiveness.

2) 2 Now the Jews’ Feast of Booths (Tabernacles, temporary shelters) was imminent.
a) This Feast was to take place September 10-17, 32 AD.  It was an entire week of living outdoors in temporary shelters (for most Jewish males, with certain exceptions).
b) This historical setting reminds us that @ 70% of John’s book deals with the last 7 months of Jesus’ life.

3) Historical and cultural background: (the only reference to this feast in the NT)
a) It was established to do two things:
i) joyfully commemorate God’s provision for Israel during their wandering in the wilderness—Leviticus 23:39-43 (NB the Hiphil [causative] in v. 43]
ii) joyfully acknowledge God’s provision in the harvest season of grapes and olives.
iii) It is part of the basis for our national day of Thanksgiving.
b) It was one of the three feasts that required attendance of all male Israelites: Unleavened Bread (March-April), Pentecost (April-May), and Booths (September-October)—Deuteronomy 16:16.  A few days after the Day of Atonement.
i) It took place on 15th-21st days of Tishri (7th month of their calendar)
ii) Also known as the Feast of Ingathering (Exodus 23:16), as well as Sukkot (Booths, Huts).  A reminder that God’s blessing is upon the Land of Israel.
iii) It was a reminder that not only are people, places, and actions holy, but times are also holy.  This was a time of Sabbath rest. (Biblical Theology of the OT, p. 59)
iv) God temporarily changed the hearts of the unbelieving nations so they would not covet Israel’s land during the celebration of the Feast—Exodus 34:24
c) Seventy bulls were sacrificed to represent the 70 nations of the world, seemingly in token of the ingathering of the nations by the Messiah according to Numbers 29:12-38 (see also Edersheim, Temple, Chapter 14)
i) A total of 71 bulls, 15 rams, 105 male lambs, and 8 male goats were sacrificed throughout the week, more than for any other festival.
d) Everyone was to bring a special offering as they were able—Deuteronomy 16:16-17
e) It was intended to bring about the fear of the Lord in the hearts of those who heard the reading of Deuteronomy—Deuteronomy 31:10-13.
f) It was so ingrained in them that they celebrated the Feast 3 months after their return from captivity in Babylon under Zerubbabel’s leadership—Ezra 3:4.  90 years later they did so again under Ezra’s leadership—Nehemiah 8:13-18.
g) They sang the Hallel (Psalm 113-118).  Some rabbis saw this as referring to Isaiah 12:3.
h) They also sang the 15 Songs of Degrees (Psalm 120-134); one psalm for each descending step from the court of Israel to the court of women
i) It will be reinstated and observed during the Millennial Kingdom according to Ezekiel 45:25 and Zechariah 14:16-19.
j) Added at a later date: a water-drawing ritual (7:37ff) (reminder of the water from the rock) as well as the lamp-lighting ritual (8:12) (reminder of the pillar of fire) marked the feast.  It concluded on the 8th day with music, dancing, and prayer for rain.

4) Old Testament passages (omit during the sermon itself)
a) Exodus 23:16; 34:22; Leviticus 23:34-36; 23:39-43; Numbers 29:12-38; Deuteronomy 16:13-15, 16-17; 31:9-13; First Kings 8:1-66; 2nd Chronicles 5:2-7:9; 8:13; Ezra 3:4; Nehemiah 8:13-18; Ezekiel 45:25; Zechariah 14:16-19

5) Summary and applications
· So how does all this background impact my life today?
a) We ourselves need to be grateful for God’s provision of all things—Ephesians 5:20; 1st Thessalonians 5:18
b) As we read and study through John 7-8, let us keep in mind the probable mindset of the Jews.  This is part of what is meant by historical-grammatical interpretation of the Bible.
c) Jesus took advantage of a cultural holiday to direct people’s attention to God.  Let us follow that example as we gather with friends and relatives during holidays.
d) We should anticipate with great joy the observing of this Feast in the coming earthly Kingdom of Christ.



John 7:3-9

Purpose: to encourage all listeners to follow Jesus’ example of following God’s time schedule

Introduction:  John 7 has three time divisions: before the Feast (7:1-10), the middle of the Feast (7:11-36), and the last day of the Feast (7:37-52).  Josephus tells us that it was the most popular of the three required feasts (Antiquities, 8:4:1).  We want to look at the first section this morning.

1) Jesus is commanded by His brothers—7:3-5 3 Therefore his brothers said to him,
a) Their COMMANDS—“Depart from here and go into Judea,
b) Their PURPOSES—They don’t doubt that He does signs; they just want them to be better known
i) Immediately—so that [] Your disciples may see the works that You are doing.
ii) Ultimately—7:4  4 For [] no one does anything in secret and he himself seeks to be in public.  If [1st class condition] you do these things, show yourself to the world.”
(1) Perhaps they taunt Him to recoup His losses from 6:66?
c) Their MOTIVES—7:5  5 (For not even His brothers were trusting [impf. act. ind.] in Him.)
i) Their names: James/Jacob, Joseph, Simon, and Judas/Judah (Matthew 13:55)
ii) They were merely thinking, “If you want popularity among the masses, go up to the well-attended Feast with us.”  They mistakenly thought He wanted the limelight of Jerusalem instead of the backwoods of Galilee.
(1) They are mistaken in their assumption of how people will respond to Jesus.
iii) In chapter 6 we saw apostasy on a vast scale, and here even His younger brothers do not trust Him for salvation at this point in their lives.  Some see this as a fulfillment of Psalm 69:8—“I have become a stranger to my brothers, And an alien to my mother's children;”
iv) Even those who had lived with Jesus for @ 30 years did not fully understand His true identity as perfect man and fully God.
d) Their ERRORS—similar to Satan’s earlier temptation of Christ in the wilderness
i) They mistakenly think Jesus desires large crowds, that He somehow regrets losing some many followers in the earlier chapter; when in reality He knows only those given to Him by the Father will come to Him
ii) They mistakenly think the world wants to come to Jesus, that they somehow find Jesus and His message attractive; when in reality the world has only enmity for Christ

2) Jesus is contrasted with His brothers—7:6-8  6 Then Jesus said to them,
a) Contrast in time schedule—
i) “My time [] has not yet [] arrived [],
ii) but yourpl time [] is always [] ready [].
(1) Since they had no Messianic timetable to keep for themselves.
b) Contrast in response from the world—
i) 7 The world is not able [] to hate youpl,
(1) Because they themselves are part of the world system, the world would have to hate itself and its own ways, which it is not able to do.
ii) but it hates Me
(1) because [] I am testifying [] concerning it that its works are evil (plural) [].
(2) Evil works proceed from evil hearts
c) Contrast in activity schedule—
i) 8 Youpl go up to this feast.
(1) I am not yet [] going up to this feast
(2) because My time [] has not been completed [pf. pass. ind. ].”
(3) Jesus will wait until it is the Father’s time for Him to go up to the Feast.

3) He does eventually go up for the feast (7:10), similar to how He eventually provided wine in chapter 2 at the wedding.

4) Jesus remains for a while in Galilee—7:9  9 Now, having said these things to them, he remained [aor. act. ind. ] in Galilee.

5) Summary and applications
a) Familiarity with Jesus does not guarantee faith in Jesus.
b) Initial opposition to Christ does not guarantee final opposition to Jesus.  Two of Jesus’ half-brothers wrote books in the NT (James, Jude).
c) Don’t let the unsaved world dictate your priorities and schedule.  We are here to please the Father, not be popular with the world.



John 7:10-24

Purpose:   to challenge all regarding the importance of obedience to God

Introduction:  The private journey to Jerusalem through Samaria for the Feast of Booths is detailed in Luke 9:51-62.  He leaves Galilee for the last time before the cross.  This begins an informal trial in which a death sentence hangs precariously over Jesus’ head.

1) Jesus quietly heads up to Jerusalem—7:10  10 But after His brothers had gone up, then He also went up to the feast, not publicly, but as if in secret (privately, not in a public caravan).
a) The opposite of what His brothers suggested (7:4), but in keeping with the Father’s will and timing (5:30).

2) Jesus arouses curiosity, leading to the searching activity of the Jewish leaders—7:11 11 So (when the Feast began) the Jews (Sanhedrin) … (were doing two things)
a) were seeking Him at the feast (Jesus was now in the jurisdiction of Herod Antipas)
i) This reminds us the physical body of Jesus in His incarnation was not unique or something that drew attention to him.  He blended in with the crowd.
b) and were saying, “Where is that one (fellow)?”

3) Jesus is evaluated by the divided crowds (NB plural)—7:12-13  12 And there was much grumbling among the crowds concerning Him. (Galilean, Judean, and Diaspora Jews)
a) Positive—Some were saying, “He is a good man,”
b) Negative (slanderous)—others were saying, “No, he deceives the crowd.”
i) This was a serious accusation (Deuteronomy 13:1-18) calling for the death penalty.
ii) The Babylonian Talmud (Sanhedrin 43a, written 200+ years after the resurrection) records the tradition that Jesus was executed because he practiced sorcery and led Israel astray.
c) Hesitant—13 Yet no one was speaking openly (in public) concerning Him for fear of the Jews (Sanhedrin).

4) Jesus teaches publicly, and draws a public response of the Jews (Sanhedrin)—7:14-15  14 But when it was middle of the feast, Jesus went up into the temple and began teaching.
a) His brothers had encouraged Him to do works (7:3-4), but Jesus teaches instead.  This would have been a wise delay in allowing Jewish pilgrim from around the world to finally arrive for the Feast.
b) 15 And the Jews (Sanhedrin) were astonished, saying, “How does this man comprehend learning (lit. “writings”), when he has never been educated?”
i) Remember Mark 1:22.  They seek to discredit Him as a self-taught layman (McGill, p. 326).  Remember a similar charge is made of Jesus’ disciples later in Acts 4:13.

5) Jesus challenges the Sanhedrin—7:16-19  16 Therefore Jesus responded to them and said,
a) No new inventions—7:16b  “My teaching is not Mine, but His who sent Me.
i) Jesus did not originate His teaching, nor did He have the appropriate academic credentials from their approved schools (yeshiva), but from His Father.
ii) But just as they learned from someone else, Jesus also learned from Someone else.  Jesus heard and watched His Father (5:19-20, 30
b) Godward obedience leads to spiritual understanding—7:17  17 If anyone desires [] to His will [], he will know about the teaching (done by Jesus in 7:14), whether it is from God or whether I speak from Myself.
i) A person who is fundamentally committed to obeying God’s will is able to understand that Jesus’s teaching is from God the Father.
c) Follow the glory trail—7:18  18 He who speaks from himself seeks his own glory; but He who is seeking the glory of the One who sent Him is (rooted in His character as) true (authentic), and there is no unrighteousness in Him.
i) Jesus’ teaching was not about self-aggrandizement but glorifying God the Father.
d) Obedience to God does not lead to murder—7:19  19 Did not Moses give youpl the Law, and yet none of youpl keeps (obeys) the Law?  Why do you seek to kill Me?” (5:18; 7:1)
i) The way the first question is structured in Greek anticipates a “Yes” response.  God gave the Law through Moses and they accepted Moses’ teaching; why not Jesus’?
ii) They are willing to violate God’s Law by killing Him because they don’t like His current teaching and His previous healing on the Sabbath.

6) Jesus is accused by the crowd—7:20  20 The (ignorant, unsuspecting) crowd responded and said, “You have a demon!  Who is seeking to kill you?”
a) Their sin is exposed, and they respond by making accusations of the Exposer and denying the sin. (JNTC, p. 177)
b) This was the same accusation made by the leaders in Matthew 12:24 a year or so prior.

7) Jesus argues from the lesser to the greater—7:21-24  21 Jesus responded and said to them,
a) One-time work of healing on Sabbath brings astonishment to the crowd—7:21b  “I did one work (5:1-15), and youpl are all astonished.
b) Multiple works of obedience to God on Sabbath bring their approval—7:22  22 For this reason Moses gave youpl circumcision [Leviticus 12:3] (not because it is from Moses, but from the fathers [Abraham, Isaac, Jacob—Genesis 17:1-27]), and youpl circumcise a man on the Sabbath.
i) Circumcision predates Moses, so one needs to go back to its origin to determine its original intent: a sign of God’s covenant with Abraham, but later included in the Law.
ii) This is a question of hierarchy of God’s commands
c) Argument from the lesser to the greater—7:23  23 If [1st class condition] a man receives circumcision on the Sabbath, so that the Law of Moses should not be broken, are youpl angry with Me because I made an entire man (as opposed to one part of his body as with circumcision) well on the Sabbath?
i) If the Law requires the making sound of this one body member on the Sabbath, surely making sound a whole body is permitted. (McGill, p. 329)
ii) It was wrong for someone to carry the burden of a knife on Sabbath, unless that knife was used in the ceremony of circumcision, which overrides the Sabbath command.
iii) The Jews had their own hierarchy of commands; Jesus so as well.  Jesus simply removes the criterion of necessity or urgency and replaces it with deliberate mercy.
d) Jesus’ main point—7:24  24 Do not judge according to outward appearance, but judge with righteous judgment.”
i) To outward appearance Jesus violated the Sabbath, but judging with righteous judgment shows that He did not.  He commands them to see beyond the external and see the true nature of the matter.

8) Summary and applications
a) Mere possession of the Law does not guarantee personal holiness.
b) Spiritual understanding is not produced solely by learning facts or procedures, but rather it depends on obedience to known truth.  Obedience to God’s known will develops discernment between falsehood and truth.  (Tenney, EBC, p. 84)  See 1st John 4:6.
c) Judge moral and theological matters in a context of obedient faith. (Carson, p. 317)  Remember 7:17.



John 7:25-36

Purpose:  to challenge all concerning the true faith in Jesus Christ

Introduction:

1) Jesus interacts with the crowd—7:25-31
a) 25 Now some from Jerusalem (permanent Jerusalem residents under the influence of the Sanhedrin) began to say,—7:25-27
i) Surprises regarding Jesus’ public teaching—
(1) Surprise # 1 (Jesus’ public proclamation in the face of such a threat)—“Is this not the one they are seeking to kill? [assumed positive response] 26 And look!  He is speaking openly (boldly) …
(2) Surprise # 2 (the authorities’ response of silence)—and they are saying nothing to him.
ii) Confusion regarding Jesus’ identity—Do the authorities truly know that this one truly is the Christ? [assumed negative response] 27 However, we know where this one is from; but when the Christ comes, no one knows where he is from.”
(1) They expected a sudden arrival of Messiah from a secluded place, not a gradual one such a Jesus.  They knew He would come from Bethlehem (Micah 5:2; Matthew 2:4-6).
(2) Had the Sanhedrin uncovered new evidence to suggest that Jesus really is the Messiah?  Most likely not.  He had already been accused of deception (7:12).
(3) Their reasoning ran something like this: (Wiersbe, 1:317) (see 6:42)
(a) Nobody knows where the Messiah comes from
(b) We know where Jesus of Nazareth comes from
(c) Therefore, Jesus cannot be the Messiah.
b) 28 Then Jesus (publicly) cried out, while teaching in the temple and saying,—7:28-29
i) One of 5 instances where Jesus raises His voice (contra Isaiah 42:2):
(1) Twice at Feast of Tabernacles—John 7:28, 37
(2) Monday of the Passion Week—John 12:44
(3) Twice on the cross—Matthew 27:46, 50
ii) Their limited knowledge of the Son—“Youpl both know Me, and youpl know where I am from;
(1) They understand less than they think.  Remember the command of 7:24 regarding right judgment.
iii) Their ignorance of the Father—and I have not come from Myself, but the One who sent [] Me is true (i.e. ultimately real), Whom youpl do not know.
(1) Even though they are publicly declaring their loyalty and gratitude to God for His gifts through the Feast of Tabernacles, they do not know the One they think they are worshipping, nor do they accept the Father’s greatest Gift to them.
iv) Jesus’ knowledge of the Father—29 I know Him, because I am from Him, and this One sent [] Me.”
(1) Jesus existed before He was born, & was the only authorized representative sent to accomplish the Father’s purpose.
c) The Father prevents Jesus from being arrested too early—7:30  30 Therefore they were seeking to (informally) arrest him, but no one laid a hand on him, because His hour had not yet come.
i) They wanted to arrest Him because of His claim to be sent from God.
ii) Pastor John Ryle wrote: To realize that nothing happens in this world except by the eternal counsels of our Father, and according to His eternal plans, is one grand secret of living a calm, peaceful, and contented life. (3:2:35)
iii) Jesus was not the one in danger; but those who wanted Him arrested were in danger! (Wiersbe, 1:317)
d) Non-saving faith of the crowd—7:31  31 Now many of the crowd trusted [aor. act. ind. ] in him, and were saying, “When the Christ comes, will he do more signs than this one has done?” [assumed negative response]

2) Jesus interacts with the ignorant Jewish leaders—7:32-36
a) The Jewish leaders desire to arrest Jesus—7:32 32 The Pharisees heard the crowd murmuring these things concerning him, and the Pharisees and the (Sadducean) chief priests sent [] officers [] to arrest him.
i) The Pharisees by themselves have no authority to arrest Jesus.  However, they strongly influenced the Sadducees to do so.  Nothing official could/did take place.
ii) Remember that Jesus is teaching in the Temple (7:28).  He is on their turf.  They have the home-field advantage.  The officers were temple police from among the Levites.  See the results in 7:45-46.
b) Jesus prophesies concerning His imminent return to the Father—7:33-34  33 Therefore (because of the knowledge of the arrest attempt) Jesus said, “I will be with youpl a little while longer (@ 6-7 months), and then I am going to Him who sent [] Me.  34 Youpl will seek Me, and youpl will not find Me, and where I am youpl are not able to come.
i) Jesus’ death is not the end, but the return to the glory He had with the Father before the world began (17:5).
ii) They know neither where He is from (7:28-29), nor where He is going.
c) Confusion regarding Jesus’ prophecy—7:35-36  35 Therefore the Jews said among themselves,
i) Re: Jesus’ INTENTION—“Where does he intend to go that we will not find him?
ii) Re: Jesus’ DESTINATION—Does he intend to go to the Dispersion (Jews outside of Palestine; 1st Peter 1:1; James 1:1) among the (Gentile) Greeks and teach the (Gentile) Greeks? [assumed negative response]
(1) How ironic in light of 10:15-16 & 12:20ff.  The recipients of John’s book!
iii) Re: Jesus’ MEANING—36 What is this thing that he said, ‘Youpl will seek me and not find me, and where I am youpl are not able to come’?”
(1) They are unable by nature and by choice to come to Jesus.

3) Summary and applications
a) Presuppositions about Jesus do not equal genuine faith in Jesus.
b) Superficial knowledge about Jesus does not equal genuine faith in Jesus.
c) Those who trust Jesus genuinely know God; those who do not trust cannot know God.
d) Those who refuse to trust in Jesus will be unable to find Jesus in the Day of Judgment when they need Him most.  A day will come, when you will anxiously seek Jesus, and bitterly weep over your rejection of Him, but it will be too late.
John 7:37-52

Purpose:  to challenge the spiritually thirsty to find their satisfaction in Christ alone

Introduction:  This section parallels the previous section with 3 primary sections: Jesus teaches in the temple (7:14-24; 7:37-39); people speculate concerning His identity (7:25-29, 31; 7:40-44); and a failed attempt to arrest Jesus (7:30, 32-36; 7:45-52).

1) Jesus teaches concerning salvation and the Spirit—7:37-39  37 Now on the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood and cried out, saying,
a) The possible context
i) The pouring out of the water brought from the pool of Siloam through the Water Gate into the Court of Women was understood by the Jews to refer to Isaiah 12:3.  The people also sang the Hallel (Psalm 113-118).  Listen to Psalm 118:21-29.  Nearly 450 priests are serving in the temple.
ii) The Jews also thought of this Feast as preparation for the autumn rains.
iii) Jesus has just referred to His departure (7:33-36)
b) The commands—7:37  “If [3rd class—possible] anyone is thirsty [pres. act. subj.], let him come [pres. dep. impv.] to Me and drink [pres. act. impv.].
c) The promise—7:38  38 The one characterized by trusting [pres. act. ptc. pisteu,w] in Me, just as the Scripture says, out of his inner being [koili,a] will flow rivers of living water.”
i) Compare His previous words to the Samaritan woman (4:13-14)
ii) Perhaps links to the Feast of Tabernacles celebrated in Nehemiah 8-9 (especially 9:15, 19-20 where the Spirit, manna and water are connected).  See also Zechariah 14 and Ezekiel 47.
iii) Jesus is the One who will provide the spiritual water, as God provided water for Israel in the wilderness, each growing season, and the upcoming rainy season.
d) The explanation by John—7:39  39 But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those characterized by trusting [pres. act. ptc. pisteu,w] in Him were about [impf. act. ind.] to receive [pres. act. inf.], for [ga,r] the Holy Spirit was not yet [ou;pw] (given) because [o[ti] Jesus was not yet [ouvde,pw] glorified [aor. pass. ind. doxa,zw].
i) The Spirit would not come until after Jesus’ death, resurrection, and ascension.  This is John’s first use of this verb “glorified” to refer to these events.

2) The crowd of common people responds in a variety of ways—7:40-44
a) Positively—7:40-41a (both are partially true)
i) 40 Therefore many from the crowd, when they heard the words, were saying, “This really [avlhqw/j] is the (authentic) Prophet.” Deuteronomy 18:15; John 6:14
ii) 41 Others were saying, “This is the Christ (Messiah).”
b) Negatively—7:41b-42
i) Others were saying, “No, because the Christ does not come from Galilee, does he?  [assumed negative response] 42 Has not the Scripture said that the Christ comes from the seed of David (2nd Samuel 7:12-16; Psalm 89:3-4; Isaiah 9:7; 55:3) and from Bethlehem (Micah 5:2), the village where David was?” [assumed positive response]
c) Summary—7:43
i) 43 So there was a schism [sci,sma] in the crowd (of common people) because of Him.
(1) See also John 9:16 and 10:19
ii) 44 Now some of them were wanting [impf. act. ind. qe,lw] to arrest Him (7:32), but no one laid hands on Him (7:30).

3) The leaders respond negatively—7:45-52
a) Concerning the failed arrest attempt—7:45-49  45 Therefore (because of the schism among the crowd) the officers (7:32) came to the chief priests and Pharisees, and they (the leaders) said to them, “Why have youpl not brought him (back with you) ?”
i) 46 The officers responded, “No man every spoke like this man.”
(1) Remember 5:19-30; 8:28-29
(2) These Levites had heard many teachers in the Temple.  Jesus excels them all.
ii) 47 Therefore the Pharisees responded to them,
(1) Re: the theological laxity of officers—“Youpl (officers) have not been deceived [pf. pass. ind. plana,w], have youpl? [assumed negative response]
(2) Re: the unity of the rulers—48 No one from the rulers or the Pharisees have trusted [aor. act. ind. pisteu,w] in him, has he? [assumed negative response]
(a) But see later in 12:42 and 1st Corinthians 1:26-31
(3) Re: the ignorance of the crowd—49 But this crowd (called Am Ha’arets [“people of the land”] by the rabbis) that does not know the Law is accursed [evpikata,ratoj].” (because of their lack of rabbinic education and the resulting disobedience to the oral law)
(a) How ironic that they who consider others accursed because of their ignorance are themselves ignorant and therefore under the curse as well.  At least the varied opinions of the divided crowd (7:40-42) were closer to the truth.
b) Concerning protocol and prophets—7:50-52
i) Protocol—7:50-51  50 Nicodemus, who had gone by night to him (John 3), being one of them (a leader), said to them, 51 “Our Law (Deuteronomy 1:16; 17:4; 19:18) does not judge a man unless it hears from him first and knows (learns) what he is doing, does it?” [assumed negative response]
(1) This is similar to Gamaliel a few years later (Acts 5:34-39).  Nicodemus appears to be calling for a formal hearing to investigate Jesus.
ii) Prophets—7:52  52 They responded and said to him,
(1) A question—“You are not from Galilee too, are you? [assumed negative response]
(2) A command—Investigate [aor. act. impv. evreuna,w] and see [aor. act. impv. o`ra,w] that a prophet does not arise [pf. pass. ind.] from Galilee.”
(a) Didn’t Jonah come from Gath-Hepher in Galilee (2nd Kings 14:25)?
(b) Perhaps a reference to The Prophet?

4) Summary and applications
a) What does it mean to thirst? (from Pastor John C. Ryle)
i) It means anxiety of soul--conviction of sin--desire of pardon--longing after peace of conscience. When a man feels his sins, and wants forgiveness--is deeply sensible of his soul's need, and earnestly desires help and relief--then he is in that state of mind which our Lord had in view, when he said, "If any man thirst. …
ii) Such thirst as this, unhappily, is known by few. All ought to feel it, and all would feel it if they were wise. Sinful, mortal, dying creatures as we all are, with souls that will one day be judged and spend eternity in heaven or hell, there lives not the man or woman on earth who ought not to "thirst" after salvation. And yet the many thirst after everything almost except salvation. Money, pleasure, honor, rank, self-indulgence--these are the things which they desire. There is no clearer proof of the fall of man, and the utter corruption of human nature, than the careless indifference of most people about their souls. No wonder the Bible calls the natural man "blind," and "asleep," and "dead," when so few can be found who are awake, alive, and athirst about salvation.
iii) Happy are those who know something by experience of spiritual "thirst." The beginning of all true Christianity is to discover that we are guilty, empty, needy sinners. Until we know that we are lost, we are not in the way to be saved. The very first step toward heaven is to be thoroughly convinced that we deserve hell. That sense of sin which sometimes alarms a man and makes him think his own case desperate, is a good sign. It is in fact a symptom of spiritual life--"Blessed indeed are they which hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled." (Matt. 5:6.)
b) Knowledge about Christ, if not accompanied by grace in the heart, is useless.
c)  Sometimes the work of grace is slow and gradual, like Nicodemus.



John 7:53-8:11

Purpose:  that those who claim to be righteous end up being exposed as unrighteous

Introduction:.

1) The context—7:53-8:2  53 And everyone went [aor. dep. ind.] to his own house, 8:1 but Jesus went [aor. dep. ind.] to the Mount of Olives.  2 Now at daybreak (after the Feast) He came again [aor. dep. ind.] into the temple,
a) and all the people were coming [impf. dep. ind.];
b) He began teaching [impf. act. ind.] them.
i) and having sat down [aor. act. ptc.], (position of authoritatively teaching)

2) The challenge—8:3-6a  3 Then the scholars and the Pharisees (did two things):
a) What did they do?—8:3-4a
i) Brought [pres. act. ind.] to Him a woman caught in adultery,
ii) 4 they said [pres. act. ind.] to Him
(1) and (after) having placed [aor. act. ptc.] her in the midst,
(2) while testing [pres. act. ptc.],
b) What was their case?—8:4b  “Teacher, this woman was caught in the very act of committing adultery [pres. pass. ptc.].
i) As the adultery was taking place.
ii) The Feast provided a highly emotional atmosphere, combined with celebratory drinking.  It is easy to see how such an act could take place.
c) What was their challenge?—8:5-6a  5 Now in the Law Moses commanded [aor. dep. ind.] us that such (women, feminine plural pronoun) are to be stoned [pres. pass. inf.].  Therefore what do you (emphatic) say?”
i) 6 (Now they were saying [impf. act. ind.] this, testing [pres. act. ptc.] him, so that [i[na] they might have something to accuse [pres. act. inf. kathgore,w] him.)
ii) But the Law (Deuteronomy 22:22-24; Leviticus 20:10) commands both immoral parties to be stoned, not just the woman.
iii) If Jesus says “Yes” to stoning her, he violates Roman law, which forbid Jews from executing anyone.  If he says “No” to stoning her, then he violates Jewish law.  They think they have him stumped.

3) The conquest—8:6b-9a  But Jesus, having stooped down [aor. act. ptc.], was writing [impf. act. ind.] on the ground with His finger, as if not noticing [pres. dep. ptc.].
· His silence is a rebuke in and of itself.  Jesus then changes the issue from a legal one to a spiritual one.
a) 7 But when they continued [impf. act. ind.] asking [pres. act. ptc.] Him, after He stood up He said [aor. act. ind.] to them, “Whoever among youpl is without sin (i.e. guiltless about the sin of adultery), let him be the first to throw [aor. act. impv.] a stone at her.”
i) Consistent with Deuteronomy 17:7.  The witnesses are not to be guilty of the particular sin of which they are accusing others.
ii) Jesus is warning them against acting as judge and jury when they have no official capacity to do so.  They are acting as moral vigilantes apart from human government.
b) 8 And again, having stooped down [aor. act. ptc.], He was writing [impf. act. ind.] on the ground.
c) 9 Then those who heard [aor. act. ptc.], and being convicted [pres. pass. ptc.] by their conscience, went out [impf. dep. ind.] one by one, beginning with the oldest to the last.
i) Their consciences proved themselves guilty before God.

4) The conclusion—8:9b-11  And Jesus was left [aor. pass. ind.] alone, and the woman in the midst.
a) 10 Then Jesus, having stood up [aor. act. ptc.] and seeing [aor. dep. ptc.] no one but the woman, said [aor. act. ind.] to her, (2 questions)
i) “Where are those accusers of yours?
ii) Did no one condemn you?”
(1) 11 And she said, “No one, sir.”
b) A statement of temporary reprieve, not forgiveness—And Jesus said [aor. act. ind.],
i) Judgment is not yet—“Neither do I condemn [pres. act. ind. kri,nw] you;
(1) No legitimate accusers or legitimate evidence; therefore no need for a sentence from a judge.
ii) Judgment is coming; repent!—Go [pres. dep. impv.], and sin [pres. act. impv.] no more [mhke,ti].
(1) Remember 5:22
c) There is no evidence she trusted Jesus or ever repented of her sin.

5) Summary and applications
a) Jesus exercises wisdom toward His opponents
b) Jesus is consistent with the Law of God and the law of men
c) Jesus takes sin seriously and opposes it
i) The sin of the woman—adultery
ii) The sins of the accusers—self-righteousness without forgiveness, criticism without love, judging without compassion, condemning without sympathy, punishing without restoration, hypocritical love for God’s Law without “loving your neighbor as yourself” 
d) Jesus recognizes the power of a guilty conscience
e) Jesus exercises mercy and challenges people to holiness before God



John 8:12-20

Purpose:  to challenge all as to their relationship with the Light of the world

Introduction:  This begins a new section addressing the children of the devil versus the true Son of God (8:12-59).  It will escalate from a partial faith (8:30) to an attempt to kill Jesus (8:59).  Jesus is in control of this escalation, exposing the hostility of the Pharisees.  Jesus is not the one on trial here; the Jewish leaders are.

1) Jesus’ challenge to the Pharisees—8:12  12 Then Jesus spoke again to them, saying,
a) A metaphorical statement of His identity—“I (emphatic) am the light of the world.
i) Background—four giant (75-85’ tall) light-towers in the Court of the Women
(1) The Court of Women measured 233 feet square, which gives a surface of 53-54,000 sq. feet.  One acre equals 43,560 sq. feet.  Over 6,000 people could gather in this courtyard.
(2) The light-towers commemorated the pillar of God’s light in the wilderness—Exodus 13:21; Nehemiah 9:12, 19
(a) However, these light-towers will eventually be extinguished.  Not so of Jesus.
(3) This is John’s 3rd allusion to wilderness images: manna (John 6), water (John 7), and now the pillar of light (John 8).
ii) This is the second recorded “I am the …” statement in John.  See 6:35
iii) Remember how Simeon reinforces this truth in Luke 2:32.
b) A promise—The one characterized by following [pres. act. ptc.] Me will never ever [ouv mh,] walk [peripate,w] in the darkness but will have the light of life.”
i) Remember John 1:4-5, 9; 3:18-21.  People are in darkness by birth and by choice.
ii) See also Nehemiah 9:12, 19; Psalm 27:1; Isaiah 42:6; 49:6; Daniel 2:22; Zechariah 14:5-7
iii) Jesus is promising that a true follower of Jesus (with active faith) will have a transformed life, set free from the dominating spiritual ignorance and impotence resulting from sin.
c) The Pharisees object to His claim—8:13  13 Therefore the Pharisees said to Him, “You (emphatic) are testifying concerning yourself; your testimony is not true (authentic, reliable).”
i) Based on Deuteronomy 19:15 and the view that self-authentication is not good.  This appeal to legal circumstances reveals that they consider themselves Jesus’ judges.
ii) Remember Jesus’ own statement in John 5:31.  But doesn’t light itself testify both for itself and its source?  The only people who cannot see the light are blind people.

2) Jesus’ clarification for the Pharisees—8:14-19a  14 Jesus responded and said to them,
a) Jesus’ self-knowledge is sufficient to make His statement accurate—8:14  “Even if [3rd class condition] I (emphatic) testify concerning Myself, My testimony is true, because [o[ti] I know [pf. act. ind. oi=da] where I came from and where I am going; but youpl do not know [pf. act. ind. oi=da] where I came from or where I am going.
i) The Pharisees were mistaken concerning both His earthly and heavenly origin, as well as His heavenly destination.
ii) Jesus knows with certainty His preexistence, His mission, and His destination (John 13:3).  But because His opponents are ignorant of Christ, they have no right to speak as counter witnesses.  Jesus is self-attesting, just as the Father who revealed Himself in His Word.
b) Jesus’ conformity with, yet distinction from, the Father’s perspective is sufficient to make His statement accurate—8:15-16
i) A contrast in the type of judging—8:15  15 Youpl (emphatic) are judging according to the flesh (externally, superficially; 7:24); I (emphatic) am not judging anyone.
(1) They were using the wrong criteria to evaluate Jesus’ claim.  Appearances can be and are deceiving.
ii) A plurality of judges—8:16  16 Yet even if (i.e. whenever) I do judge, My judgment is true, because I am not alone, but I and the Father who sent Me.
(1) Jesus is not the same person as the Father; He is distinct as the Son.
c) Jesus’ knowledge of the Scriptures is sufficient to make His statement accurate—8:17-18
i) Consult the Scriptures—8:17  17 And even in yourpl Law (Deuteronomy 17:6; 19:15) it is written [pf. pass. ind.] that the testimony of two people is true.
ii) Count the number of people testifying—8:18  18 I myself (emphatic) am He who is testifying concerning Myself, and the Father (emphatic) who sent Me is testifying concerning Me.”
(1) Earlier in John 5:31-39, Jesus had given additional witnesses (John the Baptist, Jesus’ works, and the Word of God)
(2) The Father, who authorized Jesus’ ministry, should know His character.
iii) The Pharisee’s express limited insight—8:19a  19 Then they said [impf. act. ind.] to Him, “Where is your father?”
(1) Produce this “father” for us that we may ask him.
iv) This focus on paternity claims dominates the rest of the chapter (“father” used 15 x’s in 8:27-56).

3) Jesus’ condemnation of the Pharisees—8:19b  Jesus responded,
a) He condemns their ignorance—“Youpl know [pf. act. ind. oi=da] neither Me nor My Father.
b) He identifies Himself with the Father—If [2nd class condition, contrary-to-fact] youpl knew [plupf. act. ind. oi=da] Me, youpl would know [plupf. act. ind. oi=da] My Father also.”
i) See John 1:18 and later in 14:9

4) John’s explanation of the setting—8:20  20 Jesus spoke these words in the treasury (in the Court of Women) while He was teaching in the temple; and no one arrested Him, because His hour had not yet come.

5) Summary and applications
a) Ignorance of Christ is the root of ignorance of God the Father.
b) Staring at the Light with admiration is not the same as following the Light.
c) Great familiarity with the Scriptures is perfectly compatible with great spiritual darkness.
d) All who do not walk within this light are in darkness and death (Ephesians 5:8; 1st Peter 2:9).
e) There is hope in God who can bring light to our darkness (2nd Corinthians 4:6).

John 8:21-30

Purpose:  to warn all listeners of seeking Christ in vain

Introduction:

1) Jesus prophesies—8:21  21 Then Jesus said to them again,
a) Three-fold prophecy
i) A prophecy of the ascension—“I (emphatic) am going away, (remember 7:33-34)
ii) A prophecy of vain seeking—and youpl will seek Me, (the Messiah, though they have already rejected the only true Messiah)
iii) A prophecy of unrepentance—and in yourpl sin (emphatic) youpl will die.
(1) Leaving no opportunity for repentance or forgiveness of your unbelief.  The only thing that awaits them is the wrath of God upon hopeless, unrepentant people.
(a) Consider Numbers 27:3; Joshua 22:20; Ezekiel 3:19; 33:9
(2) This was a new teaching of Jesus: a strong warning emphasizing that the choice to reject Christ is the same as saying “I am prepared to die in my sin.”
(3) Time is running out for them.
b) Ascension restated—Where I (emphatic) going youpl (emphatic) are not able to come.”

2) Misunderstanding # 1—8:22  22 Therefore the Jews (the crowds?) were saying, “Surely he will not kill himself, because he says, ‘Where I am going youpl are not able to come’?” (assumed emphatic negative answer)
a) Ironically, it is the Jews who are committing spiritual suicide by rejecting Christ.

3) Jesus’ warning to the Jews—8:23-24  23 And He said to them,
a) Contrasts—8:23
i) Different origin—“Youpl (emphatic) are from the places below; I (emphatic) am from the places above.
ii) Different way of life—Youpl (emphatic) are of this (emphatic) world; I (emphatic) am not of this world.
(1) The world characterized by moral rebellion against the Holy One of Israel
b) Consequences—8:24
i) 24 Therefore I said to youpl that youpl will die in yourpl sins; for unless [3rd class conditional—possible] youpl trust that I (emphatic) am, youpl will die in yourpl sins.”
(1) “I am he” referring back to Isaiah 40-44 (41:4; 43:10, 25; 46:4; 48:12 in LXX)
(2) This description of God’s character was used by the Jews during the Feast of Tabernacles
ii) The only possible escape lies in genuine trust in Jesus Christ alone, and that He is fully God.

4) Trap # 1, or Misunderstanding # 2—8:25a 25 Then they were saying to him, “You (emphatic) are whom?”
a) Who do you think you are?

5) Jesus reveals His self-identity—8:25b-27 And Jesus said to them, (responding to the question)
a) Consistency in teaching throughout His ministry—“What I have been telling youpl from the beginning (emphatic).
i) They ought to know by now who Jesus is.
b) Faithful in revealing the Father’s message—26 I have many (emphatic) things to say and to judge concerning youpl, but the One sending Me is true, and what I have heard from Him I (emphatic) am speaking to the world.”
i) Jesus’ Messiahship does not depend on their acceptance of Him, but on the Father’s choice of Him.
ii) Jesus is bound to accurately represent and communicate the Sender, and to the extent He does so, He is backed by the Sender’s full authorization.
c) John’s explanation—8:27  27 (They did not understand that He was speaking to them about the Father.)

6) Jesus reveals the presuppositions that found His ministry—8:28-29  28 Then Jesus said to them,
a) The promise—“When youpl lift up (Isaiah 52:13; John 3:17) the Son of Man (on the cross), then youpl will know … (3 things)
i) The character of the Son equal to the Father—that I (emphatic) am (He),
ii) The submission of the Son to the Father—and that I do nothing on My own initiative (emphatic);
(1) but as My father has taught Me, I am speaking these things.
iii) Consider Joseph and Nicodemus after the crucifixion.  They knew!
iv) Consider that the other Jewish leaders will know when they stand before Him as their Judge and King (Philippians 2:10-11)
b) The presence of the Father with the Son—29 And the One sending Me is with Me.  The Father (emphatic) has not left Me alone,
i) Why?  Jesus’ perfect obedience to the Father’s will because I (emphatic) always do the things that please Him.”
(1) Something He enables true believers to do as well—1st John 3:22
(2) Far from rejecting Christ as unacceptable to their views, they should bow before Him and trust that He is pleasing to the Father.
(3) There is perfect agreement between Jesus and the Father
c) By exalting Jesus to the cross, the Jews inadvertently exalted Jesus to glory.

7) The summary—8:30  30 As He was saying these things, many trusted in Him.
a) But will this be a genuine faith?  Will it be the same as 2:23-25?

8) Summary and applications
a) It is possible to seek Christ in vain; to seek and not find.  Similar to Proverbs 1:28-29.
b) How awful is the end to which unbelief brings people.  You will die in your sin.  The door of mercy does not remain open forever.
c) Do not waste your God-given opportunity to repent and trust Christ.  Trust Him now!


John 8:31-47

Purpose:  to expose all listeners to the dangers of fickle faith, or profession without possession

Introduction:  This answers our final question from last time: was this faith (8:30) genuine?

1) Jesus describes genuine disciples—8:31-33  31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who had trusted him, “If [3rd class condition, possible] youpl (emphatic) continue in My word, (then you will show that) youpl are genuinely My disciples, 32 and youpl will know the truth, and the truth will release youpl.”
a) 33 They responded to him, “We are Abraham’s offspring, and have never been enslaved to anyone.  How is it that you (emphatic) say, ‘Youpl will become free’?”
i) And yet Jewish Passover custom demonstrates they acknowledged their slavery in Egypt.
b) Remember those disciples who had forsaken Jesus just months earlier (6:66).  Consider the thoughts revealed later in Ephesians 2:10.  See also Matthew 7:21.

2) Jesus expands on His theme of remaining and freedom—8:34-38  34 Jesus responded to them, “Truly, truly I say to youpl, that everyone characterized by committing sin is the bondslave of sin.  35 And the bondslave does not remain in the house forever (i.e. they are temporary residents, 6 years at the most); the son remains forever (permanent resident).  36 Therefore, if the Son releases youpl, youpl will be really free (not as a slave but as a family member).  37 I know that youpl are Abraham’s offspring (physically), but youpl are seeking to kill Me, because My word has no place in youpl (spiritually they are not continuing, or making progress, in His Word 8:31).  38 I speak the things I (emphatic) have seen with My Father; therefore youpl (emphatic) also do the things that youpl have seen from yourpl father (not Abraham).”
a) Bondage to a political ruler, bondage to religious superstition, bondage to guilt, bondage to fear, etc.
i) The dictatorial master is not Caesar, but rather our self-centered devotion to sin
b) There is a false freedom: lawless freedom, deceptive freedom, self-righteous freedom
c) Genuine freedom is only through Jesus Christ, as illustrated in the Exodus they had just commemorated during the Feast of Tabernacles.
i) It is righteously given, at great cost, instantaneously received, lasting forever
ii) It is not the freedom to do as we please, but rather the freedom to do as we ought, because doing what we ought now brings pleasure to us.

3) Jesus address character that demonstrates ones spiritual paternity—8:39-47  39 They responded and said to him, “Abraham is our father (physically and spiritually).”
a) Jesus said to them, “If [1st class condition, assumed true for the sake of argument] youpl (really) were Abraham’s children, (then) youpl would be doing the works of Abraham.  40 But now youpl are seeking to kill Me, a man who has told youpl the truth that I heard from God.  This is not what Abraham did.  41 Youpl (emphatic) are doing the works of yourpl father (not Abraham).”
b) The point of no return—8:41b  Then they (self-confidently) said to him, “We (emphatic) were not born of sexual immorality.  We have one Father: God.”
c) 42 Jesus said to them,
i) Concerning family love—“If [2nd class condition, assumed negative] God were yourpl Father (but He is not), (then) youpl would love Me, because I (emphatic) came from God and I am here; for I have not come (the pre-existence Christ) on My own initiative, but that One sent Me.
(1) Love is normal for those within the same family.
ii) Concerning obedience to the Word—8:43 43 Why do youpl not understand (the content of) My speech?  Because youpl are not able to listen to (and obey) My word.
(1) The problem is not with Jesus’ language or His ability as a communicator, but rather with the spiritual inability of His listeners.
iii) Concerning desires—8:44  44 Youpl (emphatic) are of your father the devil (the slanderer, accuser), and youpl want to do the desires of yourpl father.
(1) The desire to kill—That one was a murderer from the beginning and does not stand in the truth, because there is not truth in him.
(a) Remember they were trying to kill Jesus—5:15, 18; 7:1, 19, 25; 8:37, 40
(2) The desire to deny truth—Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own character, because he is a liar and the father of it.
(a) Truth had become a foreign language to them; their native language was lies. (Tenney, EBC, 9:97)
(3) Jesus acknowledges the reality and wickedness of the person of the Devil.
(4) Jesus acknowledges that sin has corrupted even the will of people; they are free moral agents who are thoroughly corrupted.
iv) Concerning true faith—8:45-47  45 But because I (emphatic) tell the truth, youpl are not trusting Me.
(1) Rhetorical question # 1 concerning the sinless perfection of Christ—8:46a  46 Which of youpl convicts Me concerning sin (either vertical or horizontal)?
(a) Among His listeners are the best theological minds of the Jewish leadership.  Shouldn’t this purity of Jesus begin to bother them at some point, causing them to question their position?
(b) Remember 8:29
(2) Rhetorical question # 2 concerning their obstinate unbelief—8:46b  And if I tell the truth, why are youpl (emphatic) not trusting Me?
(3) Conclusion—8:47  47 The one who is of (originates from) God listens to (and obeys) God’s words; therefore youpl (emphatic) are not listening (and obeying), because youpl are not of God.”
(a) Genuine children of God persistently embrace the truth (8:31).

4) Summary and applications
a) Are we free?  Are YOU free?  Are you still under the tyrannical power of sin?
b) Your conduct displays your true paternity.  Genuine salvation is not inherited from our ancestors.  It is a gracious gift given directly to us from God the Father.
c) Is your life marked by steady continuance in the Word?  This is the only real and safe proof of genuine discipleship.  No perseverance, no grace.
i) If so, rejoice for God’s work of grace in your life.
ii) If not, then repent and turn to Christ today.  Acknowledge your inability and bondage and cry out for grace and freedom in Christ alone.

John 8:48-59

Purpose:  to challenge all regarding genuine knowledge and genuine faith in Jesus

1) The Jews’ prove Jesus’ point in 8:47 by demonstrating they aren’t listening—8:48  48 Then the Jews responded and said to him,
a) Ethnic and religious slurs/insults
i) Ethnic insult—“Are we (emphatic) not right in saying that you (emphatic) are a Samaritan (a half-Gentile)
(1) Simply because Jesus had revealed their spiritual ancestry to be of Satan.
ii) Religious insult—and have a demon?” [assumed positive response] (remember 7:20)
(1) “If Jesus accused us of being of Satan, we’ll accuse him of either being demon possessed or possessing a demon by which he works powers.  So there!”
b) When their theology fails, some people resort to personal attack

2) 49 Jesus responded, (to the Jews by saying)
a) Understand the glory—8:49-50
i) They did not give Him the glory due Him—“I (emphatic) do not have a demon, but I honor My Father, and youpl (emphatic) dishonor Me (and the Father who sent Me).
(1) Remember 5:23; to reject the messenger is to reject the sender.
ii) The Father will give Him glory in the appropriate time—50 But I (emphatic) am not seeking My glory; there is One who is seeking and judging.
b) Understand true discipleship and eternal spiritual life—8:51  51 Truly, truly I say to youpl, if [3rd class condition; possible] anyone keeps (equivalent to believing/remaining—8:31; Deuteronomy 4:2) My word, he will never ever [ouv mh,] see death (emphatic) forever.”
i) Remember 5:24; 6:40, 47.  Sounds similar to Deuteronomy 30:15-20.
ii) But to reject or ignore Jesus’ words results in dying in our sin (8:24)

3) 52 Then the Jews said to him,
a) Statements—8:52 “Now we know that you have a demon.  Abraham died, and the prophets; and you (emphatic) say, ‘If anyone keeps my word, he will never ever taste death forever.’
i) Didn’t Abraham and the prophets trust God too?  How can the word of Jesus be superior to what they trusted in?
b) Two questions—8:53
i) Ironic question—53 You (emphatic) are not greater than our father Abraham, who died?  [assumed negative response] And the prophets died.
ii) Misleading question—Whom do you make of yourself?”
(1) Jesus was on earth only to do the will of the Father, not for self-promotion.

4) Two witnesses to Jesus’ superiority—8:54-56  54 Jesus responded, (to the questions of the Jews)
a) The witness of the Father concerning Jesus’ glory—8:54-55  “If [3rd class condition; possible] I (emphatic) glorify Myself, My glory is nothing.  It is My Father who glorifies Me, of whom youpl (emphatic) say, ‘He is our God.’  55 Yet youpl have not known [pf. act. ind. ginw,skw] Him, but I (emphatic) know [pf. act. ind. oi=da] Him.  And if [3rd class condition; possible] I say, ‘I do not know [pf. act. ind. oi=da] Him,’ I will be a liar like youpl; but I do know [pf. act. ind. oi=da] Him, and I keep His word.
i) Shouldn’t God’s professing worshipers have the same goals as God?
ii) Genuine knowledge of God results in obedience to God.
iii) Jesus refuses to lie simply to be at peace with His adversaries.
b) The witness of Abraham concerning Jesus’ preexistence as God—8:56  56 Yourpl father Abraham rejoiced that he might see My day, and he saw it and was delighted.” [Hebrews 11:3, 13]
i) Abraham joyfully recognized by faith that Isaac was the first fulfillment of the promises made to him by Yahweh in Genesis 12.  If this came true, so will the rest!

5) 57 Then the Jews said to him, (with deliberate misinterpretation)
a) The physical body of Jesus was normal in aged appearance—“You are not yet fifty years old, have you seen Abraham?”
i) This was not what Jesus had claimed: read 8:56 again.  Jesus did not claim to have seen Abraham (even though he did see Abraham in Genesis 18).

6) [bookmark: _GoBack]58 Jesus said to them, (concerning His true age and His eternal self-existence)
a) “Truly, truly I say to youpl, before Abraham came to be [aor. dep. inf. gi,nomai], I (emphatic) am [pres. act. ind. eivmi,] (He).”
b) Abraham had a starting point of existence, but Jesus always has been and always will be.
c) No mere claim to priority, but the eternal self-existence as God without origin (1:1)

7) Their sinful response, indicating they fully understand His claim to be God—8:59
a) 59 Therefore they picked up stones to throw at Him;
i) Based on Leviticus 24:16, 23 (Deuteronomy 13:6-11) in response to blaspheming God’s name.  However, this was the knee-jerk emotional response of a mob, not the calm decision by a court.
ii) Where’d the stones come from?  Possibly from the construction debris still lying around in Herod’s temple.
iii) How ironic that the ones who questioned who was trying to kill Jesus in 7:20 are now prepared to kill him themselves!
b) but Jesus (did 3 things, marked by 3 indicatives)
i) hid Himself
ii) and went out of the temple,
(1) having passed through the midst of them,
iii) and in this way passed by (them).

8) Summary and applications
a) One who does not seek to give glory to Jesus will be judged by the Father who seeks for His Son to be glorified.
b) Genuine obedient faith demonstrates genuine knowledge of God .
c) Genuine obedient faith responds joyfully to God’s revealed truth and promises.
d) Genuine obedient faith results in deliverance from eternal death.
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