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Isaiah 44:1-5

Purpose:  To challenge all listeners regarding their relationship to God’s Spirit.

Introduction:  Today, we begin a section of Isaiah (44-47) that deals primarily with blessings upon Israel.  We last saw Israel under the ban for destruction (43:28).  What a change!  What or Who causes that change?

1) Who is to listen?—44:1  1 But now listen (Qal impv.),…  Even if they are deaf!

a) Jacob My servant,

b) and Israel whom I have chosen (Qal pf.).

i) Out of the all the nations of the world, God chose Israel alone as His people.

2) To whom are they to listen?—44:2a  2 Thus says (Qal pf.) Yahweh,…

a) Reminder of the past
i) the One who made (Qal ptc.) you,

(1) God brought a family of slaves from Egyptian bondage into the wilderness and made of them his own peculiar people. (Young, 3:166)

ii) and Who formed you (Qal ptc.) from the womb,

(1) God worked in human history even before bringing Israel into existence.  Even before Israel was born, God was forming her.

b) Hope for the future
i) Who will help (Qal impf.) you:

(1) Israel is in desperate need of help.  “That He is the Creator is the guarantee that He will preserve His work and continue it in life.” (Young, 3:166)

3) What will they hear when they listen?—44:2b-3

a) What?  “You will not be afraid (Qal impf., used as an impv.?),

i) But were they not under the ban? (43:28)  Is not their fear legitimate?

b) Who should not fear?

i) My servant Jacob (“deceiver”),

ii) and Jeshurun (“upright one”, title of honor, endearment, and grace) whom I have chosen (Qal pf.),

(1) Name for Israel in Deuteronomy 32-33.

(a) Yahweh’s helping presence—44:2b & Dt. 33:26

(b) Futility of idolatry—44:6-20 & Dt. 32:15-21

(c) Yahweh’s blessings—44:3-5 & Dt. 32:13-15; 33:26-29

c) Why should they not fear?  3 because…

i) Illustration
(1) I will pour out (Qal impf.) water upon the thirsty,

(2) and (I will pour out) flowing streams upon the dry ground;

ii) Guarantee

(1) I will pour out (Qal impf.) My Spirit upon your descendents.

(a) We see the initial work of this at Pentecost, but we await its ultimate fulfillment in the future.  See also Ezekiel 39:25-29 and Joel 2:28-29.

(2) And (I will pour out) My blessing upon your offspring.

(a) All blessings, both spiritual and temporal.

4) What will be the results of God’s work of grace?—44:5

a) Corporate results of this outpouring—44:4

i) Rapid growth—4 And they will spring up (Qal pf.) among the grass,
ii) Luxuriant growth—like poplars [willows?] by flowing watercourses.

iii) When God pours out His inexhaustible grace, they will grow in uninterrupted enjoyment of that grace. (Young, 3:168)

b) Individuals (previously weary of God) vying for the honor of identifying with Yahweh.

· Is this referring to Jews or Gentiles?  Older commentaries see Gentiles here.

i) 5 This one will say (Qal impf.), ‘I belong to Yahweh (emphatic),’

ii) and that one will call (Qal impf.) by the name of Jacob;

iii) and another will write (Qal impf.) [with? on?] his hand, ‘Belonging to Yahweh,’ and use (Piel impf.) the name Israel.”

iv) By all modes of expression, Israel will unashamedly assert that they are the Lord’s. (Young, 3:169)

5) Summary and applications

a) True salvation comes only when God gives His Spirit to those who are spiritually dead.

b) When God’s Spirit comes upon someone at salvation, they are not afraid to identify with the God who saved them.

c) The God who guarantees to pour out His Spirit upon Israel in the future, is the same God who guarantees to give His Spirit for salvation to us today.  (Galatians 3:2-3; Romans 8:1-17)

Isaiah 44:6-23
Purpose:  To encourage God’s people regarding the exclusive nature of our God in comparison to idols, and to remind us of the spiritual blindness to whom we witness the Gospel of God.
1) Yahweh declares himself to be the only God based on His omniscience—44:6-8
a) Five names/titles for God

i) Yahweh, King of Israel, Redeemer, Yahweh of hosts, The First and the Last (i.e. eternal)
b) The incomparable Yahweh is the wise protector of the eternal/ancient people (44:7).

i) His claim to deity is based on all the events that have taken place in Israel’s history, and what He knows will take place in the future. (Ware, Lesser Glory, 107)

c) NB the parallels to Deuteronomy 32.  In the chronological scheme of Dt. 32 the generation addressed by the Lord in Is. 44 stands between judgment (32:15-30) and deliverance (32:34-43). (Chisolm, 105)

2) Shame upon those who make idols—44:9-11
a) NB, the true God formed [yatsar] His people Israel (44:2, 21), while people form [yatsar] false gods (44:9).
3) Two examples of idol making—44:12-17
a) The blacksmith …—44:12
b) The carpenter …—44:13-17
c) If the maker of the idol grows weary, what strength then does the false god possess?

d) How foolish to use part of the wood to bake bread, part of it to roast meat, and part of it to make a god to pray to!

4) The spiritual blindness of idolaters—44:18-20

a) Their condition—18 They do not know, nor do they understand,
i) Cause? …because he (God?) has covered their eyes so they cannot see, so their hearts cannot comprehend.
ii) God does so in justice.  “Humans could have done differently, but we did not want to.  We did not, and do not, want a sovereign God to whom we owe grateful and total obedience.  We want a universe in our own image, whose limits and benefits are dictated by us.” (Oswalt, 2:185)
b) Their spiritually ignorant condition continued—44:19-20
c) “Israel’s sin lay not just in the worship of these lifeless frauds, but in their spiritual insensitivity to the actual nature of these objects as creatures of depraved human imagination.” (Merrill, Everlasting Dominion, p. 523)

5) Applications to Israel—44:21-23
a) Command # 1 is remember—44:21-22  21 Remember [Qal impv.] these things (i.e. the arguments against idolatry), O Jacob and Israel,

i) Why?  because you are My servant.

(1) I formed [Qal pf. of yatsar] you to be My servant; O Israel you will not be forgotten [Niph. impf.] by Me.
(2) 22 I have wiped out [Qal pf.] your rebellions like a thick cloud, and your sins like a heavy mist;

b) Command # 2 is repent—return [Qal impv.] to Me,

i) Why?  because I have redeemed [Qal pf.] you.
ii) “The great danger of the exile would not be that God would be unable to act, but that Israel would fail to respond in faith to His actions.” (Oswalt, 2:188)
c) Commands # 3-5 are rejoice
i) 23 Cry out [Qal impv.], O heavens,

(1) Why?  because Yahweh has done it!

ii) Shout [Hiph. impv.], you lower parts of the earth;

iii) burst forth [Qal impv.] into a joyful cry, O mountains, O forest and every tree in it;

(1) Why?  because …

(a) Yahweh has redeemed [Qal pf.] Jacob,

(b) and (Yahweh) will glorify Himself [Hith. impf.] in Israel.
6) Summary and applications
a) “God’s uniqueness means that the gods of Israel’s enemies can no nothing to prevent Him from delivering His people at the moment He chooses to do so.” (Oswalt, 2:170)

b) Spiritual blindness also impacts all people we attempt to share the Gospel with today.  No amount of catchy phrases or impressive arguments can save them; only God’s Spirit can enable them to see.
c) The true God glorifies Himself through redeeming His people.

d) God is more willing to forgive than we are to be forgiven.
Isaiah 44:24-45:8
Purpose:  To encourage God’s people to trust in Him who promises and accomplishes specific prophesies
Introduction:  This king was referred to in 41:2-3, 25.  Now he is unmistakably named and assured of success.
1) Yahweh describes Himself to Israel—44:24-28
a) 24 Thus says [Qal pf.] Yahweh …
i) the One redeeming [Qal act. ptc. of ga’al] you,

ii) and the One forming [Qal act. ptc. of yatsar] you from the womb:

b) “I am Yahweh, (described by 9 ptc. in a row, in 3 groups of 3) [“ani Yahweh” repeated in 45:3, 5, 6]
i) Re: the Powerful God, as the unassisted Creator
(1) the One making [Qal act. ptc. of asah] all things,

(2) the One stretching out [Qal act. ptc.] the heavens all alone,

(a) Pastor John Gill reminds us that we can hardly hang curtains by ourselves!

(3) the One spreading out [Qal act. ptc.] the earth by Myself,

ii) Re: the Providential God, hindering all prophets but His own
(1) 25 the One frustrating [Hiph. ptc.] the signs of liars, and makes fools [Poel impf.] out of those practicing divination,
(2) the One turning back [Hiph. ptc.] the wise men, and makes foolish [Piel impf.] their knowledge,

(3) 26 the One confirming/validating [Hiph. ptc.] the word of His servant, and completes/performs [Hiph. impf.] the counsel of His messengers,

iii) Re: the Prescient God, knowing all of the future perfectly
(1) the One saying [Qal act. ptc.] (destroyed cities)
(a) to Jerusalem, ‘She will be inhabited [Hoph. impf.],’

(b) and to the cities of Judah, ‘They will be built [Niph. impf.], and I will raise up [Polel impf.] her ruins’,

(c) “Yahweh claims to have prior knowledge and oversight of enormous numbers of future free decisions and actions….  It simply won’t do to get a lot of things right but miss on several points!… At the time Isaiah prophesies this, God must already know about the fall of Assyria, the rise and fall of Babylon, the rise of Medo-Persia, the fall of Israel, the fall of Judah, the birth and naming of Cyrus, the life and growth of this particular king, his ongoing life into adulthood, his selection as king, his willingness to consider helping the Israelites, his decision to assist in rebuilding Jerusalem, and on and on.” (Ware, Lesser Glory, p. 109-110)
(2) 27 the One saying [Qal act. ptc.] to the deep water, (nature itself)
(a) ‘Be dry [Qal impv.],
(b) and I will dry up [Hiph. impf.] your rivers’,

(c) “Raising up, naming, and using Cyrus in exactly the way God intends is no more to me, says the Lord, than is the drying of the sea or a river bed.  I have just as much control over one as over the other.  Surely God is able to foretell the naming and using of Cyrus ‘to perform all his desire’ precisely because he has as much control over Cyrus as he has over whether water does or does not fill the rivers and the sea.” (Ware, Lesser Glory, p. 111)

(3) 28 the One saying [Qal act. ptc.] (pagan rulers)
(a) to Cyrus,

(i) ‘My shepherd! (OT word for king or civil ruler)
(ii) And he will complete [Hiph. impf.] all My pleasure,’
1. See Ezra 1:1-4
2. Similar phrase in LXX of 44:28 (Cyrus) and Acts 13:22 (David)
(b) and saying [Qal inf.]

(i) to Jerusalem, ‘She will be built [Niph. impf.] ,’
(ii) and to the temple, ‘Your foundation will be laid [Niph. impf.].’”

2) Yahweh speaks to Cyrus—45:1-8  1 Thus says [Qal pf.] Yahweh to his anointed [Hebrew Mashiach and cristo,j in LXX], to Cyrus,

a) Yahweh enables Cyrus’s progress for Yahweh’s glory—45:1-3 (see Daniel 5)
i) whose right hand I have held [Hiph. pf.]
(1) to subdue [Qal inf.] nations before him,
(2) Historians identify at least 15 nations conquered by Cyrus
ii) and I will ungird [Piel impf.] the belts of kings,
(1) to open [Qal inf.] doors before him and gates will not be shut [Niph. impf.]:

(2) When Cyrus attacked Babylon, the city gates on the river were left open due to the self-confidence of the Babylonians.

iii) 2 “I will go [Qal impf.] before you and level [Qal impf.] the rough places.

iv) I will shatter [Piel impf.] bronze doors and cut through [Piel impf.] the iron bars.

(1) The gates of Babylon were bronze

v) 3 And I have given [Qal pf.] you treasures of darkness and hidden treasures of secret places
(1) Why?  in order that you [Cyrus] may know [Qal impf.] that I am Yahweh, the One calling you [Qal act. ptc.] by name, the God of Israel.

b) Yahweh uses Cyrus on behalf of Yahweh’s people—45:4-5a  4 For the sake of My servant Jacob, and Israel My chosen, and I call [Qal impf.] you by your name, I give you a title [Piel impf.], but you do not know [Qal pf.] Me.

i) Yahweh called Cyrus 150-200 years before he was born, and thus unable to know Yahweh.  Compare with Jeremiah 1:5.
(1) God also predicted Josiah’s name 300+ years before his birth—1st Kings 13:2

ii) 5 I am Yahweh, and there is none besides; except me there is no God;

iii) All of Cyrus’ military and financial success was for the benefit of little Israel.

c) Yahweh enables Cyrus for Yahweh’s glory—45:5b-6 I will gird [Piel impf.] you, though you have not known [Qal pf.] Me,

i) Unlike the kings in 45:1 whom Yahweh will ungird on behalf of Cyrus

ii) Why?  6 in order that they may know [Qal impf.] from the rising of the sun and from the west that there is none besides me; I am Yahweh, and there is no other.

d) Yahweh attacks Cyrus’ Persian gods of light/good and darkness/evil—45:7

i) 7 I am forming [Qal act. ptc. of yatsar] light and creating [Qal act. ptc. of bara’] darkness,
(1) “The Lord … [asserts] that these phenomena are nothing but products of his own creation and therefore serve his creation purposes.” Merrill, Dominion, p. 108)
ii) I am making [Qal act. ptc. of asah] completeness and creating [Qal act. ptc. of bara’] calamity;
iii) I am Yahweh, the one doing [Qal act. ptc. of asah] all these things. (i.e. both light/completeness and darkness/calamity)
iv) “The point is that everything which exists, whether positive or negative from our perspective, does so because of the creative will of God.  The alternative to this view is that things happen in the world of nature or history that have their origin in some being or force other than God, things that he is powerless to prevent.” (Oswalt, 2:204)

(1) Good exists as flowing out of God’s goodness, while evil exists indirectly and permissively (yet meticulously and exhaustively).

v) God is not the author of sin, but He has foreordained its existence and overrules it for His glory.

(1) Genesis 50:20; Ecclesiastes 7:13-14; Lamentations 3:37-38; Amos 3:6
3) 8 Sprinkle down [Hiph. impv.], O heavens, from above,

a) and let the clouds drip [Qal impf.] with righteousness;

b) let the earth open [Qal impf.],

c) and let them bring forth [Qal impf.] salvation,
d) and let righteousness sprout up [Hiph. impf.] along with it.

e) I, Yahweh, have created [Qal pf. of bara’] it.
4) Summary and applications

a) We see in Cyrus a partial fulfillment of God’s covenant with Abraham of blessing those who bless Abraham’s descendents. (Genesis 12:3)
b) Yahweh is the God of all kings and nations, not just Israel.  He rules all for His glory.

c) Yahweh rules over all events—past, present, and future; good and evil (Romans 8:28)

Isaiah 45:9-25

Purpose:  To challenge all listeners to joyfully submit to God, and to look expectantly to Him alone for salvation
1) A warning for the created who question the Creator—45:9-19

a) They question His wisdom and ability to use a Gentile like Cyrus instead of a second Moses—45:9-11 (compare with Romans 9:20-22)
i) The ignorant, arrogant questions of fools—45:9-10  9 Woe to him who is arguing with Him who makes him, an earthen vessel among other earthen vessels of dirt!  Will the clay say to Him who forms it, ‘What are You making?’ or ‘Your work has no hands’?  10 Woe to him who is saying to a father, ‘What are you begetting?’ or to a woman, ‘What are you in labor with?’
ii) The command and question of the Creator—  11 Thus says Yahweh, the Holy One of Israel, and the One forming him, “Ask Me of the coming things concerning My children.  Or will you command Me concerning the work of My hands?
b) Yahweh has already demonstrated His wisdom and ability—45:12-14
i) In creating the universe—45:12  12 I made [Qal pf.] the earth, and I created [Qal pf.] people upon it; it was My hands that stretched out [Qal pf.] the heavens, and I commanded [Piel pf.] all their host.

ii) In raising up Cyrus—45:13  13 I stirred him up [Hiph. pf.] in righteousness, and I will make [Piel impf.] all his ways level; he will build [Qal impf.] My city and will set My exiles free [Piel impf.], not for a price or a bribe,” says Yahweh of hosts.

(1) Cyrus will not be forced to do Yahweh’s will, but he will do it.  He paid for much of the expenses involved in the return (Ezra 6:3-4).
iii) In bringing all nations in submission to Israel—45:14  14 Thus says Yahweh, “The wealth of labor of Egypt and merchandise of Cush and of the Sabeans, men of size, will come over to you, and be yours; they will follow after you in the chains, and they will come over to you and bow down to you and make supplication to you, ‘Surely God is in you, and none besides, no other God.’”

c) Isaiah’s observation referring to their earlier questions—45:15  15 Surely you are a God who hides Himself, O God of Israel, the Savior.

d) Yahweh contrasts the end of idol worshippers and true worshippers—45:16-19

i) Idolaters—16 They are ashamed and also humiliated, all of them; the engravers of idols have walked in the disgrace together.

ii) Israel—17 Israel has been saved [Niph. pf.] by Yahweh with an everlasting salvation; you will not be ashamed [Qal impf.] or disgraced [Niph. impf.] to all eternity,

(1) Why?  Because of the uniqueness of our creator God  18 because thus says Yahweh, the One creating the heavens (He is the God), the One forming the earth and making it (He established it, He did not create it unformed, He formed it to be inhabited): “(positively) I am Yahweh, and (negatively) there is no other.
e) Yahweh answers their accusations—45:19

i) No secretive communication—19 I have not spoken [Piel pf.] in secret, in a place of a land of darkness;
ii) No deceptive communication—I did not say [Qal pf.] to the offspring of Jacob, ‘Seek Me in vain’; I am Yahweh, the One speaking [Qal act. ptc.] righteousness, the One declaring [Hiph. ptc.] what is right.

f) Summary: “If one God made the world specifically for human habitation, and has revealed his consistent nature and will in the clearest terms, then we have hope.” (Oswalt, 2:218-219)

2) An appeal to the Gentiles—45:20-25

a) Gather the nations to dispute the true identity of deity—45:20-21a

i) Second person—20 Assemble yourselves and come; draw near together, fugitives of the nations.  They have no knowledge who are carrying about their wooden idols and who are praying to a god that cannot save.  21 Declare and present your case;
(1) Can you see them carrying their little wooden gods around with them, praying to them for help?
ii) Third person—let them take counsel together.

b) Yahweh presents His case—45:21b-25

i) Questions regarding the past—Who has declared this (about Cyrus) from long ago?  Was it not I, Yahweh?
ii) Statements—And there is no other God besides Me, a righteous God and a Savior; there is none besides Me.
(1) “He is not the savior of Israel because he is Israel’s God.  He is savior of Israel because he is savior of the world.” (Oswalt, 2:220)

iii) Commands—22 Turn (from your idols) to Me and be saved, all the ends of the earth,
(1) Why?  Because of the uniqueness of our God  because (positively) I am God, and (negatively) there is no other.

iv) Promises for the future—45:23-25 (see Romans 14:10-12; Philippians 2:9-11)
(1) Regarding Gentiles—45:23-24  23 By myself I have sworn [Niph. pf.]; from My mouth has gone forth [Qal pf.] a word in righteousness and it will not turn back [Qal impf.],
(a) What is God’s self-binding oath?  that to Me every knee will bow and every tongue will swear, 24 ‘Surely in Yahweh,’ it will be said of Me, ‘are righteousness(-es) and strength;
(b) What is an example of this being fulfilled?  to Him will come and be ashamed all the ones who were incensed against Him.
(2) Regarding Israel—45:25  25 In Yahweh all the descendents of Israel will be justified [Qal impf.] and will glory [Hith. impf.].’”

(3) NB, God’s Word is righteous because God’s character is righteous.
3) Summary and applications

a) “There is only one God, and only one savior, and he is the God of Israel.  This is the biblical message.  If this message is correct, then there is only one response: surrender and worship.  If the message is incorrect, then the Bible cannot be salvaged.  Its central view of existence, its fundamental premise, is wrong, and everything that then flows from that premise is wrong too.” (Oswalt, 2:221)
b) Creation provides the credibility to believe God not only for the present but for the future as well.
Isaiah 46:1-13

Purpose:  To challenge God’s people to trust God at all times and in all circumstances
Introduction:  Part of this chapter is inspired satire (irony, sarcasm, or ridicule).
1) Yahweh mocks the false gods who get carried around by animals—46:1-2

a) 1 Bel (“lord”, ®Jupiter/Zeus/Jove, as in Belshazzar) has bowed down [Qal pf.], Nebo (“prophet”, Bel’s son, ®Mercury/Hermes, as in Nebuchadnezzar) is stooping over [Qal act. ptc.]; their idols are [Qal pf.] on beasts and on cattle.  These things youpl (worshippers) are carrying [Qal pass. ptc.] are being loaded [Qal pass. ptc.], as a burden on weary animals.  2 They have stooped down [Qal pf.], they are bowed down [Qal pf.] together; they (Bel & Nebo) are not able [Qal pf.] to deliver [Piel inf.] the burden, but have themselves gone [Qal pf.] into the captivity.

b) These heavy, false gods are loaded onto tired animals and exhaust the animals assigned to carry them.  These idols cannot even rescue their worshippers, prevent their own capture, or strengthen the creatures that carry them.  Thus, no one should fear them or even think of worshipping them.  An idol that cannot help itself cannot help you.
2) Yahweh appeals to Israel whom He consistently carries—46:3-11
a) Yahweh has carried them from the very beginning and will do so in the future—46:3-4

i) 3 “Listen [Qal impv.] to me, O house of Jacob, and all of the remnant of the house of Israel (after the Assyrian invasion),

ii) Emphasis on the past and present
(1) the ones being borne as a load [Qal pass. ptc.] from the abdomen,
(2) the ones being carried [Qal pass. ptc.] from the womb.
iii) Emphasis on the future—4 Even to old age I am he, and to gray hairs I will bear [Qal impf.] you.
iv) Yahweh does all the work—I have made [Qal pf.], and I will carry [Qal impf.]; I will bear [Qal impf.] and I will deliver [Piel impf.].
(1) In contrast to being made and being carried, like the Babylonians gods.

b) The incomparable Yahweh questions Israel—46:5  5 To whom will youpl compare and make Me equal, and represent Me and compare us?
i) How could you accurately represent the true God as an idol?

c) Yahweh mocks the impotent false gods—46:6-7 (sin is always costly)
i) Great expense—6 The ones pouring out gold from the purse, and weigh out silver in the scales, hire a metalsmith, and he makes it into a god; they prostrate themselves, indeed they worship.
ii) Great effort—7 They will carry it upon their shoulders (in a parade or procession), they will bear it, and they will set it in its place, and will stand there; from its place it does not depart.

iii) Great expectations—Indeed, one cries to it, it does not answer, or save him from his distress.
d) Yahweh commands rebellious Israel to remember—46:8-11

i) Three commands to deliberately focus on the impotence of the false gods and the nature and ability of the true God.
(1) 8 Remember [Qal impv.] this,

(2) and take courage (?) [Hithpo`el impv.];
(3) recall [Hiph. impv.] it to heart, O rebelling ones.

(4) Memory is one antidote to unbelief.

ii) One command to remember what Yahweh has done in the past
(1) 9 Remember [Qal impv.] the former things from antiquity,

(a) The creation of the universe, the flood, Sodom and Gomorrah, the Exodus, conquering the promised land, David, etc.

(2) Why are they to remember?  because … (stated positively & negatively)
(a) I am God (El), and there is no other,

(b) I am God (Elohim) and there is none like Me,

(3) What makes Yahweh incomparable?  Three ptc., from general to specific
(a) 10 making known [Hiph. ptc.] from the beginning the end,
(i) and from antiquity that which has not been done [Niph. pf.], 

(b) saying [Qal ptc.], (emphasizing His freedom)
(i) ‘My (deliberate) purpose will stand [Qal impf.],

1. The purpose of him who is all wise, all knowing, all powerful, unchangeable, true, and faithful

(ii) and all My (delightful) pleasure I will accomplish [Qal impf.],
(c) 11 calling [Qal ptc.] from the east a bird of prey, (Cyrus’s mascot was an eagle)
(i) from a far country the man of My (deliberate) purpose.

(4) How can we be certain Yahweh will do this?

(a) Indeed I have spoken [Piel pf.]; indeed I will bring it to pass [Hiph. impf.].

(b) I have formulated a plan [Qal pf.], indeed I will accomplish it [Qal impf.].”
3) Yahweh makes a second appeal to stubborn Israel—46:12-13
a) How bad off is Israel?  12 “Listen [Qal impv.] to me,

i) O ones stubborn of heart, (settled opposition to Yahweh’s will, rigid in heart)
ii) the ones who are distant from righteousness: (the degree of their depravity)
b) Good news about what has Yahweh done for Israel

i) 13 I have brought near [Piel pf.] my righteousness, it is not distant [Qal impf.];

(1) They have no righteousness of their own.  If they would be righteous, it will have to come from God.

ii) and my salvation will not delay [Piel impf.].

(1) Salvation is a product of His righteousness.

iii) And I have placed [Qal pf.] in Zion deliverance for Israel My splendor.”

4) Summary and applications

a) There is never an age in life when we outgrow our dependence God, from birth to death.
b) God is always the I AM; never aging, never changing.
c) Unbelief asks three questions regarding God:
i) Is He really able to do this?

ii) Is He really willing to do this?

iii) Is He really wise in doing this?

d) Our God is free to do all His purpose and pleasure for His glory (Ephesians 1:10-11).
Isaiah 47:1-15
Purpose:  To remind all people that although our God is indeed sovereign, people are still responsible and accountable to Him.
Introduction: Having described His judgment of Babylon’s false gods, Yahweh now describes His judgment of Babylon itself.  How remarkable, considering at the time of the prophecy (150+ years before its destruction) Babylon was a relatively small, insignificant kingdom.
1) God declares the vengeful humiliation of pampered Babylon—47:1-4

a) Exchanging her throne for a mournful seat in the dirt—47:1

i) What is Babylon to do?

(1) 1 (Come down [Qal impv.]

(2) and (sit [Qal impv.] in the dust, O virgin daughter of Babylon;
(3) (sit [Qal impv.] on the ground without a throne, O daughter of the Chaldeans;
ii) Why?  because they will no longer [Hiph. impf.] call [Qal impf.] you tender and delicate.
b) Exchanging her honor for humiliating labor—47:2
i) Manual labor instead of being served—2 (Take [Qal impv.] the hand-mill and (grind [Qal impv.] meal. (the work of lowly slaves)
ii) Embarrassment because of exposure—(Remove [Piel impv.] your veil, (strip off [Qal impv.] the (flowing) skirt,
iii) Walking through water instead of being carried by slaves—(uncover [Piel impv.] your legs,(pass through [Qal impv.] the rivers.

c) Exchanging her arrogant independence for God’s righteous judgment—47:3
i) 3 Your nakedness will be uncovered [Niph. impf.], moreover your reproach will be seen [Niph. impf.].
ii) I will take [Qal impf.] vengeance, and I will not encounter [Qal impf.] a man.

(1) God’s will and His work through Cyrus are irresistible.

d) The true God will do all these things—47:4
i) 4 The One redeeming us [Qal act. ptc.], Yahweh of hosts is His name, is the Holy One of Israel.

(1) As Yahweh Tsebaoth He is able to redeem His people and destroy His enemies.
2) God explains the reasons for the punishment of Babylon—47:5-7

a) The commands—47:5  5 Sit [Qal impv.] silently (instead of giving orders), and go [Qal impv.] into the darkness (imprisonment? Sorrow?), O daughter of the Chaldeans;
i) Why?  because they will no longer [Hiph. impf.] called [Qal impf.] you the mistress of kingdoms.
b) The reasons for the punishment—47:6-7

i) God’s rightful discipline of Israel as their Creator and King

(1) 6 I was angry [Qal pf.] with My people—because of their great idolatry
(2) I profaned [Piel pf.] My inheritance—i.e. Yahweh allowed Israel to be treated as common and ordinary people, and placing them in unclean Babylon
(3) and gave them [Qal impf.] into your hand—i.e. Babylon was Yahweh’s tool
ii) Babylon’s wrongful attitude toward Israel as their captors
(1) Merciless
(a) you showed [Qal pf.] them no mercy [rahamim, i.e. tender mercies];
(b) on the aged you made [Hiph. pf.] your yoke exceedingly heavy—i.e. inappropriate severity to those least capable of retaliation or resistance and those most worthy of respect
(i) Prophesied in Deuteronomy 28:49-50

(c) Perhaps Babylon thought that Yahweh was completely done with Israel.

(2) Unsubmissive
(a) 7 and you said [Qal impf.], “I will be [Qal impf.] a mistress forever.”
(b) You did not lay [Qal pf.] these things to heart nor remember [Qal pf.] their outcome.
c) God may indeed discipline His own people, but the nations He uses to accomplish this will be judged as to how they have treated His people.
3) God guarantees Babylon’s punishment—47:8-11 (they thought they were like God)
a) Impudence of Babylon’s false security—8 So now, listen [Qal impv.] to this,
i) Description of Babylon

(1) Self-indulgent—O voluptuous one,
(a) Husbands and fathers allowed their wives and daughters to prostitute themselves to strangers.

(b) Women were required by law to do this at least once in their life at the temple.
(2) Self-secure—the one sitting [Qal act. ptc.] securely,
(3) Self-exalting—the one saying [Qal act. ptc.] in your heart,
(a) “I am, and there is no one besides me; (cp. Is. 45:5-6, 18, 22; 46:9)
(b) I will not sit [Qal impf.] as a widow
(c) and I will not know [Qal impf.] the loss of children.”
ii) Omnipotence of God—9 But both of these two things will come [Qal impf.] to you in a moment, in one day; the loss of children and widowhood has come [Qal pf.] in fullness in spite of your many sorceries and the exceeding might [Qal inf.] of your spells.
b) Ignorance of Babylon

i) Description of Babylon

(1) Sense of complacency—10 And you felt safe [Qal impf.] in your wickedness;
(2) Sense of immunity—you said [Qal pf.], “No one sees [Qal act. ptc.] me”;
(a) Suppressing the voice of conscience (K & D, 7:242)
(3) Sense of wisdom—your wisdom and your knowledge has led you astray [Polel pf.],
(a) All of Babylon’s engineering, scientific, and legal wisdom could not lead them to the true God.
(4) Sense of independence—and you said [Qal impf.] in your heart, “I am, and there is no one besides me.”
ii) Omniscience of God—47:11

(1) 11 But evil has come [Qal pf.] upon you; you did not know [Qal impf.] how to charm it away.
(2) Then calamity will fall [Qal impf.] upon you; you will not be able [Qal impf.] to atone for it [Piel inf.].
(3) And devastation will come [Qal impf.] upon you suddenly, which you will not know [Qal impf.].

4) God scorns the inabilities of the Babylonians to protect themselves from His judgments—47:12-15

a) Babylon’s feeble attempts at self-preservation—47:12-13
i) 12 Stand now [Qal impv.] with your spells and your many sorceries in which you have labored [Qal pf.] from your youth (when the monarchy began);
(1) perhaps you will be able [Qal impf.] to benefit [Hiph. inf.],
(2) perhaps you will frighten [Qal impf.].
ii) 13 You are wearied [Niph. pf.] with your many counsels;
iii) let them stand forth [Qal impf.] and save you [Hiph. impf.], those who are dividing [Qal act. ptc.] the heavens, who are gazing [Qal act. ptc.] at the stars, who are predicting [Hiph. ptc.] at the new moons what will come upon [Qal impf.] you.
(1) Babylon was considered the birthplace of astrology, horoscopes, the sun-dial, and magic.
b) Babylon’s inability for self-preservation—47:14-15
i) 14 Behold they have become [Qal pf.] like stubble (dried stalks of grain);
(1) No resources left

(a) fire has consumed [Qal pf.] them,
(b) they cannot deliver [Hiph. impf.] themselves from the power of the flame.
(2) No benefit to others
(a) No coal for warming [Qal inf.] oneself,
(b) no fire to sit [Qal inf.] in front of.
ii) 15 Thus they have become [Qal pf.] to you with whom you have labored [Qal pf.], who have done business [Qal act. ptc.] with you from your youth;
(1) they each have wandered [Qal pf.] in his own direction;
(2) there is no one to save you [Hiph. ptc.].
(a) Their ability to save Babylon was a great as their ability to predict the future.

(b) Unlike Yahweh putting salvation in Zion (46:13).

5) Summary and applications

a) Yahweh accomplishes His purposes in His way and in His time.

b) Yahweh holds all people accountable.
c) The point of this chapter is not to focus on Babylon’s fall in 539 BC, but to point to the absolute power and unceasing grace of God.  God alone is supreme and no nation, however proud and glorious, can stand against Him. (Oswalt, 2:241)
d) When the crisis comes to Babylon, she has nowhere to turn but to herself, and that is not enough.  When the crisis comes to Jerusalem, she has Someone outside herself.  Everyone needs a savior; the gods and the magical worldview on which they rest cannot save; the Lord who stands outside the cosmos and directs it according to his good purposes can save; which will we choose?  (Oswalt, 2:256)

Isaiah 48:1-22
Purpose:  To challenge all people that God does all that He does for His own purpose.
Introduction:  This section of Isaiah 40-48 has focused on God the Father.  The next section, Isaiah 49-57, will focus more on God the Son, while the last section will focus more on God the Spirit (58-66).
1) Yahweh reveals the need to deliver Israel—48:1-8

a) Israel’s insincere worship—48:1-2  1 Listen [Qal impv.] to this, O house of Jacob, the ones being called [Niph. ptc.] by the name of Israel, and who came forth [Qal pf.] from the waters of Judah, the ones swearing [Niph. ptc.] by the name of Yahweh and who cause [Hiph. impf.] of the God of Israel to be remembered, but not in truth or in righteousness, 2 because they call [Niph. pf.] themselves after the holy city, and support [Niph. pf.] themselves on the God of Israel; Yahweh of hosts is His name.

b) Israel’s stubborn rebellion—48:3-8

i) Concerning Yahweh’s faithfulness and omniscience—48:3-6a  3 The former things I declared [Hiph. pf.] from long ago, they went forth [Qal pf.] from my mouth, and I caused them to be heard [Hiph. impf.]; then suddenly I did [Qal pf.] them, and they came to pass [Qal impf.].  4 Because I know [Qal infin.] that you are obstinate, and your neck has sinew of iron and your forehead brass, 5 I made known [Hiph. impf.] to you from long ago; before it came to pass [Qal impf.] I caused you to hear [Hiph. pf.], lest you should say [Qal impf.], “My idol did [Qal pf.] them, and my carved image and my metal image commanded [Piel pf.] them.”  6 You have heard [Qal pf.]; see [Qal impv.] (look intently at) all this!  Will youpl not cause it to be known [Hiph. impf.]?

(1) “Because of the people’s obstinacy and hard-heartedness, God declared things ‘long ago’; he proclaimed them ‘before they took place’ in order that they would know that God has spoken and acted, not their molten images and idols.…God’s purpose in this is to prove to this idolatry-oriented people that he alone is God.  Once again we see God’s heart and earnest desire.  He longs for people to know from his constant and remarkably detailed and accurate declarations of the future that he alone is God.  God’s designated authenticating sign of his deity is the reality and truthfulness of his foreknowledge.  To diminish this reality or to qualify its truthfulness is to make a mockery of God and the stated purpose for his futuristic declarations.” (Ware, Lesser Glory, p. 119)

ii) Concerning Yahweh’s power and omniscience—48:6b-8 I have caused you to hear [Hiph. pf.] new things from this time, even hidden things [Qal pass. ptc.] which you have not known [Qal pf.].  7 Now they are created [Niph. pf.], and not long ago; before today you have not heard [Qal pf.] of them, lest you should say [Qal impf.], “Behold, I knew [Qal pf.] them.”  8 You have never heard [Qal pf.], you have never known [Qal pf.], from of old your ear has not been opened [Piel pf.], because I knew [Qal pf.] that you would deal very [Qal infin.] treacherously [Qal impf.]; and that you were called [Pual pf.] a rebel [Qal act. ptc.] from birth.

2) Yahweh reveals His motive for delivering Israel—48:9-11 9 For the sake of My name I will defer [Hiph. impf.] My anger, and for My praise I will restrain [Qal impf.] it from you, so as not to cut you off [Hiph. infin.].  10 Behold, I have refined [Qal pf.] you, but not as silver; I have chosen [Qal pf.] you in the furnace of affliction.  11 For My sake alone [doubled] I will act [Qal impf.], because how should it (My name) be profaned [Hiph. impf.]?  And My glory I will not give [Qal impf.] to another.

a) MacArthur is surely right when he comments: “They deserved wrath and death, but His mercy toward them originates in His desire to be glorified and His desire to display the integrity of His own name.”
3) Yahweh addresses His ability to deliver Israel (sovereign creator and revealer)—48:12-16

a) Yahweh speaks of judging Babylon through Cyrus—48:12-15
i) Regarding His creation—48:12-13 12 Listen [Qal impf.] to Me, O Jacob, and Israel, whom I summoned [Pual ptc.]: I am He, I am the first and I am the last.  13 Indeed My hand founded [Qal pf.] the earth, and My right hand spread out [Piel pf.] (with power and tender love) the heavens; when I summon [Qal act. ptc.] them they will stand [Qal impf.] together.

ii) Regarding His choice of Cyrus—48:14-15 14 Be assembled [Niph. impv.], all of youpl, and listen [Qal impv.]!  Who among them (the false gods) has made known [Hiph. pf.] these things?  Yahweh has loved [Qal pf.] him (Cyrus); he (Cyrus) will accomplish [Qal impf.] His pleasure against Babylon, and His arm (power) against the Chaldeans.  15 I, I have spoken [Piel pf.]; yea, I have summoned [Qal pf.] him; I have brought [Hiph. pf.] him (Cyrus), and he (Cyrus) will cause his way to thrive [Hiph. pf.].”
b) Yahweh speaks of being sent by Adonai Yahweh—48:16
i) 16 Approach [Qal impv.] to Me, listen [Qal impv.] to this; from the beginning I have not spoken [Piel pf.] in secret, from the time it came to be [Qal infin.], I have been there.  And now Adonai Yahweh has sent [Qal pf.] Me (some say Isaiah), and His Spirit.”
ii) As clear an indication of the Tri-unity of God as found in the OT

4) Yahweh addresses His willingness to deliver Israel—48:17-21

a) Yahweh identifies Himself—48:17 17 Thus says [Qal pf.] Yahweh, your Redeemer [Qal act. ptc.], the Holy One of Israel: “I am Yahweh your God …
i) who is teaching [Piel ptc.] you to benefit [Hiph. infin.],

ii) who is leading [Hiph. ptc.] you in the way you should go [Qal impf.].
b) Yahweh pleads with them—48:18-19 18 O that you had paid attention [Hiph. pf.] to my commandments!
i) Then your peace would have been [Qal impf.] like a river, and your righteousness like the waves of the sea,
(1) Potential persistent and abundant nature of God’s peace and righteousness
ii) 19 and your offspring would have been [Qal impf.] like the sand, and your descendents like its grains;

(1) Potential abundance of the children of Israel

iii) his name will not be cut off [Niph. impf.] or destroyed [Niph. impf.] from before me.

(1) Perpetual recognition of Israel’s name

c) Yahweh commands them—48:20-

i) Regarding the future—48:20-20

(1) 20 Go forth [Qal impv.] from Babylon!  Flee [Qal impv.] from the Chaldeans!

(2) With a voice of joy announce [Hiph. impv.] it; make it known [Hiph. impv.],

(3) send it forth [Hiph. impv.] to the end of the earth; say [Qal impv.],

(a) ‘Yahweh has redeemed [Qal pf.] His servant Jacob.
ii) Regarding the past—48:21
(1) 21 And they did not thirst [Qal pf.] when He led them [Hiph. pf.] through the deserts;

(2) He caused water to flow [Hiph pf.] from the rock for them,

(3) and He split [Qal impf.] the rock and water gushed out [Qal impf.].’”

5) Yahweh summarizes—48:22 22 “There is no peace,” says [Qal pf.] Yahweh, “for the wicked ones.”

a) This concludes the first section of the second part of Isaiah (repeated in 57:21).

b) Whereas the peace was offered (48:18), they stubbornly rejected it.

c) “No one among the exiles should think that they will be safe simply because they bear the name ‘Israel’.  That does not make them immune to God’s judgment.  The promised blessings only apply to those within Israel who seek the Lord in truth and righteousness.” (Harman, p. 339)

6) Summary and applications

a) Israel’s survival as a nation is directly linked to the glory of the God Who chose them to be His people.
b) “God’s all-comprehensive plan has for its final purpose God’s own glory.  Everything about God, not least His will, is self-referring.  There is, after all, no greater standard to meet and no higher person to please than Himself.” (McCune, Theology, p. 325)
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