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Isaiah 24:1-23

Purpose:  To warn unbelievers of the dangers of rejecting God and His Word.  To encourage believers that God keeps His Word at all times.

Introduction:  Chapters 24-27 are the finale to the specific judgments in chapters 13-23, lest there be any doubt about Yahweh’s view of people and their sin.  Remember that the real theme of prophecy is not catastrophe or blessing but God Himself.
1) God’s preparation for His kingdom—24:1-13 [a description of the Tribulation time]
a) Yahweh’s impartial judgment—24:1-3  [human pride and God cannot co-exist]
i) Devastation—24:1  1 Behold, Yahweh is emptying (baqaq) the earth, and is making it desolate (balaq), and he will twist its surface and will scatter its inhabitants.

(1) Yahweh is revealed as “undoing creation”.

ii) No immunity—24:2  2 And it will be,…
(1) In the religious realm—as with the people, so with the priest;
(2) In the social realm—as with the slave, so with his master; as with the maid, so with her mistress;
(3) In the financial realm—as with the buyer, so with the seller; as with the lender, so with the borrower; as with the creditor, so with the debtor.

iii) Entirety—24:3  3 The land will be completely emptied and completely plundered (hibboq tibboq ha’arets wehiboz tibboz),
(1) Why?  because Yahweh has spoken this word.

(a) This alone is the sufficient basis for faith and confidence.

(b) He alone is able and faithful to perform what He has spoken.

b) What causes all of this?—24:4-6
i) Conditions [universal drought and pollution]
(1) 4 The land dries up and withers; the world languishes and withers; the prominent of the land languish; 5 The land lies polluted under its inhabitants,

ii) Cause of God’s judgment because they… [universal obstinate disobedience to God’s revealed will; God’s judgment is not arbitrary but deliberate]
(1) have transgressed the laws, altered statutes, broken the everlasting covenant.
(2) People were originally created to obey and glorify God.

iii) Consequences of their stubborn disobedience
(1) 6 Therefore, a curse devours the land, and its inhabitants suffer for their guilt;
(a) External curse and internal guilt are part of a legal covenant context.

(2) therefore the inhabitants of the land are scorched, and few men are left.
c) The end of man-centered joy—24:7-9  7 The new wine mourns, the vine is feeble, all the merry-hearted groan.  8 The joy of the tambourine stops, the noise of the joyful has ceased, the joy of the lyre stops.  9 No more do they drink wine with singing; strong drink is bitter to those who drink it.
i) In contrast to the customary lifestyle of Judah mentioned earlier (5:11-12)

d) Chaos and destruction—24:10-13
i) 10 The city of chaos is wrecked; every house is shut up so that none can enter.  11 There is a cry for the wine in the streets; all joy has grown dark; the gladness of the land is banished.  12 Desolation is left in the city; the gates are crushed into rubble.
ii) 13 For thus it will be in the midst of the land among the nations, as when an olive tree is beaten, as the gleaning when the harvest is done.

(1) A remnant will survive in the Land (1:8; 6:13).  God does remember mercy in judgment.
2) Godward anticipation among the remnant for the kingdom—24:14-16 [give honor and glory to Him who destroys]
a) In the west—14 They (the remnant) will lift up their voices, they sing for joy; from the sea (west) they shout over the majesty (ga’on) of Yahweh.

i) This exaltation or majesty is condemned in people (13:11, 19; 14:11; 16:6; 23:9)

ii) It is perfectly appropriate for God (2:10, 19, 21)

iii) One day God will share His majesty with redeemed, restored Israel (60:15).  What grace!!

b) In the east—15 Therefore in the east (region of light), give glory (Piel imperative of kabad) to Yahweh; in the coastlands of the sea, to the name (shem) of Yahweh, the God of Israel.
c) In distant lands—16 From the ends of the land, we hear songs of praise, “Glory to the Righteous One”.

d) Isaiah’s response to current conditions—But I say, “I waste away, I waste away.  Woe is me!  The treacherous deal treacherously, and the treacherous deal very treacherously (bogedim bagadu ubeged bogedim bagadu).”
3) God’s 3-fold judgment in preparing for the kingdom—24:17-20

a) 17 Terror (pachad), pit (pachat), and the trap (pach) are upon you, O inhabitant of the land.  18 And it will be that he who flees at the sound of the terror (pachad) shall fall into the pit (pachat), and he who climbs out of the pit (pachat) shall be caught in the trap (pach),
i) Why?  Because of the instability and insecurity brought about by God’s judgments

(1) because the windows of heaven are opened, and the foundations of the land quake.
(2) Describing the land—19 The land is completely broken, the land is split apart, the land is violently shaken; 20 the land staggers around like a drunken man; it sways like a hut; its transgression lies heavy upon it, and it falls, never to rise again.
(3) The One who makes the earth has every right to destroy the earth.

ii) Similar to Genesis 7:11 & 8:2 and God’s flood in the days of Noah

4) Yahweh’s direct intervention in the heavens and on earth in preparing for the kingdom—24:21-23

a) 21 And it will be in that day, that Yahweh will attend to the host of heaven, in heaven, and the kings of the earth, on the earth.  22 And they will be gathered together as prisoners in a pit; and they will be shut up in a prison, and after many days they will be attended to.  23 And the moon will be confounded and the sun ashamed,
i) Why?  because Yahweh of hosts will reign on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, and His glory will be before His elders.
(1) In that day the splendor of Yahweh’s glory will surpass the brightness of the moon and sun.

(a) The glory of both the moon and sun is brightness; i.e. at full moon

(2) God’s chosen city will submit and remain while all others are in chaos and destruction.

ii) This argues well for a premillennial second coming of Christ.

b) The judgments will take place in the sphere in which the rebel powers have authority.

5) Summary and applications

a) God is sovereign.  He does not react to the nations, but the nations react to Him.
b) God is holy.  God acts for His glory against the sin of His enemies, He is righteous to punish sin.

i) If you have not trusted in Christ alone, you are under God’s wrath now, and can only anticipate further wrath from God in the future—John 3:36
ii) Until you see that you are a sinner, until you realize your spiritual thirst, until you feel the weight of your sin and long to be rid of it, the Lord will not grant salvation.

iii) God only saves sinners; not the righteous.  The truth of the Gospel is that the only ones who are eligible for salvation are those who realize they are sinners and are willing to repent.  Christ’s call is extended only to sinners who in desperation realize their need and desire transformation.  Our Lord came to save sinners.  But to those who are unwilling to admit their sin, He has nothing to say—except to pronounce judgment.

(1) We are sinners by nature and by choice.  Sin is the lack of conformity to God’s standard in our being, our actions, our attitudes, and our affections.

(a) We long for different answers to the questions: “What is true?”, “What is right?”, and “Who am I?”

(2) We are, do, and desire the direct opposite to all that is good in the character of God, and just as God necessarily and eternally delights in Himself and in all that He is, so God necessarily and eternally hates sin.
(3) We all possess inherited guilt, corruption, and inability.
c) God is gracious.  He acts for His glory for His people, and He is righteous to grant grace to whom He chooses.

i) God provides the way of salvation through Christ for God’s enemies to escape His wrath and to experience His mercy and grace.

Isaiah 25:1-12

Purpose:  God is to be praised for His work as Savior, Judge, and King.
1) The response of the redeemed in the future to the destruction in chapter 24—25:1-5

a) 1 Yahweh, You are my God; I will exalt You; I will praise (acknowledge) Your name,
i) He is our God by His free choice: by creation, by providence, by grace, by covenant
b) Why is God to be exalted and praised?  [His acts reveal His attributes]
i) Because of His work of wonders—because You have done wonderful (extraordinary) things, plans from long ago (not whimsical), faithful (feminine) and trustworthy (masculine).

(1) Yahweh is not captive to the normal and mundane.  He does wonderful things because He is wonderful (9:6)
(2) Yahweh will accomplish all His purpose (Isaiah 46:8-11)

ii) Because of His work of judgment on Gentiles—25:2-3  2 Because You have made a city a heap (24:10-13), a fortified city a ruin, a fortress of foreigners is a city no more, it will be not be rebuilt forever.

(1) 3 Therefore, a strong people will glorify You (24:14-16); a city of ruthless nations will fear You.
(a) The destroyed Gentile city recognizes God’s sovereignty and worships Him.

iii) Because of His work of provision for Israel—25:4-5  4 Because You have been…
(1) Whom does God protect?  Those in contrast to those He destroyed (25:2-3)
(a) a refuge for the poor,
(b) a refuge for the needy in his distress,
(2) From what does God protect?  [NB the repetition]
(a) a shelter from the storm,
(b) a shade from heat,
(c) because the breath of the ruthless was like a storm against a wall,
(d) 5 like heat in a dry place you subdue the noise of foreigners;
(i) as heat by the shade of a cloud, the song of the  ruthless is silenced.

2) The inaugural banquet Yahweh will hold in Jerusalem—25:6-8 [cp. 24:23]
· NB the 5 uses of all in this section

a) It will be universal—6 And on this mountain (Zion), Yahweh of hosts will make for all peoples… [see also 2:2-4]
i) The end of judgment is not punishment but conversion and worship of the Judge.

b) It will be exquisite—unlimited supply of the very best
i) a feast of fat things,

ii) a feast of wines on the lees,—stronger fermented wine
iii) of fat things full of marrow,

iv) of wine on the lees well refined.

c) It will be joyful because of the destruction of death and sorrow—7 And on this mountain,

i) He will destroy… [probably the funeral coverings; some say the veil of ignorance]
(1) the covering that covers the face of all peoples,

(2) and the veil that is spread over all the nations.
ii) 8 He will…

(1) Regarding death [the curse of death from Adam’s sin]
(a) Destroy the death forever, [quoted in 1st Corinthians 15:54]
(b) and the Sovereign Yahweh will (with tender compassion) wipe away the tears from all faces [see also Revelation 7:17; 21:4]
(i) Tears for our own sins, our indwelling sin, the sins of others, temptations, the silence of God, various afflictions, etc.
(2) Regarding sin
(a) and He will take away the reproach of His people (Israel) from all the earth,

iii) How do we know for sure this will happen?

(1) because Yahweh has spoken.

3) The reason for the future rejoicing of the redeemed—25:9-12

a) 9 And it will be said on that day, [cp. with the anticipation in Psalm 25:5]
i) “Behold, this is our God!  We waited for Him, and He saved us.
(1) Exhibits faith and trust
ii) This is Yahweh!  We waited for Him.
iii) Let us be glad and rejoice in His salvation,”
b) Why?  Because Yahweh will do 2 things
i) Protection of Israel—10 because the hand of Yahweh will rest on this mountain,
ii) Destruction of God’s unrepentant enemies—and Moab will be trampled down in his place, as straw is trampled down in a manure pile.
(1) Unable to escape—11 And he will spread out his hands in the midst of it (the manure pile) as the swimmer spreads his hands to swim,
(a) The more you try to save yourself; the worse becomes your predicament.
(2) Inevitable humiliation—and He will lay low his pride together with the skill of His hands.  12 And the high fortifications of his walls He will bring down, lay low, cast to the ground, even to the dust.
(3) Even though salvation from sin and death has been provided, there will be those who refuse to submit to God in order to receive these gifts.  God will attend to them, as they deserve.
4) Summary and applications
a) This kingdom is a yet future kingdom.
i) When the context is historical, the kingdom referred to is normally universal.

(1) This kingdom is an everlasting kingdom—Psalm 145:13

(2) This kingdom includes all that exists in time and space—1st Chronicles 29:12

(3) This kingdom is generally governed through providence—Psalm 148:8

(4) This kingdom may at times be exercised by supernatural means—Daniel 6:27

(5) This kingdom always exists regardless of the attitude of its subjects—Daniel 4:35

(6) This kingdom is administered through the Eternal Son—Colossians 1:17

(7) This kingdom is not what the disciples were taught to pray for—Psalm 103:19; Matthew 6:10

ii) When the context is prophecy, the kingdom referred to is normally millennial/mediatorial.  This is the context of Isaiah 25:1-12.
b) What hope this brings to us that God will indeed set all things right in His time.
Isaiah 26:1-21
Purpose:  The Focus and reward of genuine faith

Introduction:  This chapter focuses on the remnant of believing Israel during the Kingdom.  It addresses the issue of what God’s victory over the world means for Israel.

1) A song of Judah about Yahweh for His work of destruction and protection—26:1-6

a) When will this song be sung?  1 In that day…
b) Who will sing this song?  … this song will be sung in the land of Judah:

c) The song itself—26:1b-6
i) Corporately—“We have a strong city; salvation He sets up as walls and bulwarks.  2 Open [Qal impv.] the gates, and the righteous nation, which is keeping [Qal ptc.] faith, will enter in.

(1) Think of God’s promise of righteousness for all of Israel (Isaiah 60:21).  Access to this city is only for those characterized by righteousness and faith.
(2) Similar promise in Zechariah 14:11.

ii) Individually—3 The firm disposition You will preserve in perfect peace because he is trusting [Qal ptc.] in You.
(1) Concept is repeated in Isaiah 57:19

iii) 4 Trust [Qal impv.] in Yahweh forever… [you will trust someone or something]
(1) Why should our faith be consistent? # 1—because in Yah Yahweh is an everlasting rock (i.e. a permanent asylum).
(2) Why should our faith be consistent? # 2 5 Because…
(a) Past works of God—he has brought low the inhabitants of the height, the lofty city.  He lays it low, He lays it low to the ground, He casts to the dust.

(b) Future privileges of God’s people—6 The foot will trample it, the feet of the poor, the steps of the needy.”

2) A prayer to Yahweh—26:7-18

a) Praise for His judgments—26:7-9

i) Corporate persistence reflecting God’s character—26:7-8  7 The path of the righteous is uprightness, O Upright One, You make level (i.e. reward) the track of the righteous.  8 Yes, in the path of Your judgments, O Yahweh, we have waited for You; Your name and Your remembrance is the desire of our soul.
(1) Name and remembrance—Exodus 3:15; Psalm 135:13

(2) Faith increases in the path of God’s discipline.  When we focus on God, we can endure events and circumstances.  Waiting for God is the admission that there is nothing we can do to accomplish our goals.
ii) Individual intensity—26:9  9 My soul has desired You in the night; yea, my spirit within me seeks You early,
(1) Why?  because when Your judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world learn righteousness.

(2) A view of God’s severity is necessary to convince people of God’s justice.

b) The callousness of the human heart—26:10-11

i) 10 If grace is shown to the wicked, he does not learn righteousness; in the land of straightforwardness, he deviates and does not see the majesty of Yahweh.
(1) It is not a person’s surroundings that corrupts or purifies them; it is their heart.
(2) Presently—11 O Yahweh, Your hand is lifted up (i.e. ready to act), but they do not see it.
(3) In the future—They will see and be ashamed at Your zeal for Your people; yea, the fire for Your adversaries will devour them.

(a) God is zealous for the people of Judah.

c) Hope for a peaceful future because of Yahweh’s past work—26:12-18

i) 12 O Yahweh, You will ordain peace for us, because You have also done all our works for us.
(1) Yahweh consistently works on their behalf (Philippians 2:12-13).
ii) Confession of idolatry—13 O Yahweh our God, other masters have ruled over us (through marriage) besides You (cp. Isaiah 54:5); in You alone we pay attention to Your name (character).  14 They [the other gods, rulers?] are dead, they will not live; they are shades of the dead, they will not arise.  To that end You have attended to them and destroyed them and wiped out all remembrance of them.
iii) Yahweh’s gracious prosperity for Judah—15 You have increased the nation, O Yahweh, You have increased the nation; You are glorified; You have enlarged all the borders of the land.
(1) The coming kingdom will not be restricted to the narrow portion of the land of Palestine (Psalm 72:8).
iv) 16 O Yahweh, in distress they attended to You; they poured out a whisper when Your chastening was upon them.
(1) All they could do is whisper in their agony, but God still heard.
v) Comparison to a joyless pregnancy and birth—17 Like a woman with child when she is near to bearing, who writes and cries out in her pangs, so we were because of You, O Yahweh; 18 we were pregnant, we writhed, we brought forth wind; we did not bring salvation to the land, and the inhabitants of the world have not fallen.

(1) “We did not fulfill Your purpose for our lives.  We gave birth only to wind.”
3) God’s Word to Judah concerning how to respond to Yahweh’s wrath—26:19-21

a) Hope for a physical resurrection of Israel’s righteous dead—26:19

i) 19 Your dead ones will live; my corpses will arise.  [Cp. with 26:14, 17-18]

(1) Repeated in Daniel 12:2
ii) Awake, and sing, O dwellers in the dust,
(1) Why?  because your dew is a dew of light, and the land will cause the shades of the dead to fall.
b) Israel should hide until Yahweh’s wrath in the Tribulation is fully expressed—26:20-21
i) Four commands to make yourselves secure:  20 Come, My people, enter your inner rooms, and shut your doors behind you; hide yourselves
(1) An evidence of God’s mercy and compassion.
ii) For how long?  for a little while [see Hebrews 10:37] until the wrath passes by,
iii) Why are they to do this?  21 because behold, Yahweh is coming forth out of His place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity, and the earth will disclose the bloods shed on it, and will no more cover her slain.
(1) This is the reason to expect ultimate deliverance and to wait patiently for it.

(2) Instead of populating the earth as God’s interaction with Noah indicates, people are doing the exact opposite; they are murdering one another.

(3) God will expose man’s sins that lay hidden.

4) Summary and applications

a) God’s loyal love is better than life itself—Psalm 63:3
b) The exercise of God’s gift of faith will be rewarded—Hebrews 11:6
Isaiah 27:1-13

Purpose:  To encourage believers to hope in a sovereign God amid their difficult circumstances.
1) God longs to demonstrates His work of judgment and blessing—27:1-11

· This expands on the thought from the last verse of chapter 26.

a) In decisively destroying cultural concepts of evil symbolized by Leviathan—27:1
i) 1 In that day Yahweh, with his hard and great and strong sword, [NB the triple description of the sword with 3-fold description of evil monster] will attend to Leviathan the elusive serpent, even upon Leviathan the twisting serpent, and he will kill the sea monster that is in the sea.

ii) Neither the sword nor the monsters are to be the focus, but rather the One who wields the sword and who destroys the monster.

iii) The mythological symbol of evil chaos will be destroyed.  Yahweh is the only sovereign of this universe, and while evil may threaten, Yahweh alone will triumph.
b) In blessings to God’s people—27:2-6
i) A defiant challenge to Israel’s enemies—2 “In that day, a pleasant vineyard—Respond pl [not “sing”] to it. [remember the unfruitful vineyard of 5:1-7]
(1) From Yahweh to His enemies: “Do your best to attack Israel.  See how I respond.”
ii) Diligent protection of Israel—3 I, Yahweh, am protecting it; every moment I water it.  Lest anyone attend to it, I am protecting it.
(1) Remember the psalmist’s hope in 12:7; see a similar word in Psalm 121:4
iii) Determined vengeance—4 I have no rage [emphatic].  (against God’s vineyard)
(1) God is eager to destroy Israel’s enemies—Who gives me thorns, briers in the battle?  I would march against them [thorns and briers], I would burn them [thorns and briers] up together.
(a) “No enemy is too great for Israel’s God.  He is truly the sovereign Ruler over all things, and He disposes of His enemies as He will.  How wondrous to know that such a God through grace is on one’s side.”  [Young, 2:240]
(2) God is willing to forgive if they repent—5 Or let them seize of my protection, let them make peace with me [emphatic], let them make peace [emphatic] with me.”
(a) Yahweh supplies the refuge from His own righteous wrath.
iv) Prosperity for both houses of Israel—6 In the coming days Jacob will take root, Israel will blossom and bud; and they will fill the surface of the world with produce.

(1) See Genesis 49:22; Romans 11:12

c) In careful judgment of Israel—27:7-11
i) Rhetorical questions regarding Yahweh’s moderate punishment of Jacob/Israel—7 As the striking down of the one striking him does he strike him down?  Or as the killing of his killed ones is he killed?
(1) NB the 3-fold repetitions.  They ask is Yahweh had ever dealt with Israel as harshly as He deals with His enemies.

ii) Observation regarding Yahweh’s moderate punishment and full forgiveness of Jacob/Israel, noted with sirocco imagery—8 In driving her away [in divorce?  see 50:1] by exile you did dispute with her; he removed them with his fierce wind in the day of the east wind. ( i.e. they are scattered but not destroyed)
(1) 9 Therefore, by this [feminine] the guilt of Jacob will be atoned for; and this [masculine] will be the full fruit of the removal of his sin:
(a) when he makes all the stones [fem.] of the altar like stones of chalk being pulverized, no Asherim [fem.] or incense altars [masc.] will remain standing.
(b) Obvious behavior changes are the fruit of genuine repentance for sin, which itself is a gift from God.  Complete destruction of what tempted them earlier proves the nature of their repentance.  Forgiveness and genuine repentance walk hand in hand.
(2) Used from the LXX in Romans 11:27, referring to the application of the New Covenant upon Israel.
iii) Observations regarding Yahweh’s judgment on Israel’s enemies—10 For a fortified city (24:10, 12; 25:2) is solitary, a habitation deserted and forsaken, like the wilderness.  There the calf grazes, and there he will lie down and strips its branches.  11 When its boughs are dry, they will break; women come and make a fire of them.  For this is a people without discernment.
(1) Therefore, he who made them will not have compassion on them, and he that formed them will no them no favor.

2) God tenderly re-gathers His people—27:12-13
a) Complete regathering of individual Israelis illustrated from harvest—12 And it will be in that day Yahweh will beat out the grain, from the flowing stream of the River to the Brook of Egypt, and youpl will be gathered up [intensive passive] one by one, O people of Israel.
i) These boundaries are the same as the promise to Abraham in Genesis 15:18.

ii) What tender mercy for Yahweh to separate the unbeliever from the believer, and to gather them precisely individual by individual.
b) Complete restoration of genuine corporate worship (including Gentiles?)—13 And it will be in that day a great ram’s horn (NB the great sword in 27:1) will be blown, and those who were lost in the land of Assyria [beyond the flowing stream of the River in 27:12] will come, and those who were banished to the land of Egypt [beyond the Brook of Egypt], and they will worship Yahweh on the holy mountain in Jerusalem.
3) Summary and applications

a) What great hope this brings to our souls.  Israel will be redeemed both physically and spiritually.  If He will do that for them, surely He can redeem us and transform us.
b) No matter what or who the enemy of our soul may be our sovereign God is greater.
Isaiah 28:1-13
Purpose:  To expose God’s people to the importance of taking God’s Word seriously.
Introduction:  This begins a series of woes section in Isaiah 28-33.  Throughout this section, there is the alternating pattern of woe & promise, woe & promise.
1) Yahweh pronounces woe to Samaria’s irresponsible political leaders and their downfall in 722 BC—28:1-4

a) What?  1 Woe…
b) To whom?  Two-fold description of Samaria, the northern capital
i) to the majestic crown of the drunkards of Ephraim (representative of northern tribes)
ii) and the withering flower of its glorious beauty which is on the head of the rich valley of those struck down (as with a hammer) with wine.
iii) The wreath of flowers on their heads looked so attractive at first, but as the time of drinking progressed, neither the flowers nor those wearing them remained attractive.
c) Inevitable two-fold destruction—28:2-4
i) Cast down—2 Behold, the Sovereign [Adonai] has one (the Assyrian king) who is mighty and strong.  Like a storm of hail, a storm of destruction (wind), like a storm of mighty, overflowing waters, he will cast down (the crown and the flower) to the earth with his hand.
ii) Trampled on and devoured—3 The majestic crown of the drunkards of Ephraim will be trodden under foot, 4 and the withering flower of its glorious beauty, which is on the head of the rich valley, will be like a first-ripe fig before summer, when someone sees it, while it is still in his hand, he (eagerly, greedily) devours it.

2) A word of promise that Yahweh will preserve His remnant (in Israel and Judah)—28:5-6  5 In that day (of judgment on the northern tribes) Yahweh of hosts will be…

a) Honor—a crown of splendor and a diadem of beauty to the remnant of His people,
i) A true crown (Isaiah 32-33), in contrast to the crushed, man-made crown of Ephraim
b) Internal protection—6 and a spirit of justice to him sitting in the judgment
c) External protection—and strength to those who turning back battle at the gate.

3) Yahweh will judge the spiritually insensitive, religious leaders also—28:7-13

a) Incompetent leadership while under Yahweh’s protection (28:5-6)—28:7-8
i) 7 But these also reel (erred) with wine and stagger with strong drink; priest and prophet reel (err) with strong drink, they are confused ( lit. “swallowed up”) with wine, they stagger with strong drink,
(1) Wine and strong drink were forbidden to the priests—Leviticus 10:9-10
ii) Even in their official duties—they reel (err) in the vision, they stumble in giving judgment, 8 because all the tables are full of vomit and filthiness, with no empty place
(1) These are the natural disgusting consequences of such excess
b) Judgment for rejecting God’s Word—28:9-13

(1) Question—9 “To whom will He teach knowledge and to whom will He explain a message?  Those who are weaned from milk?  Those taken from the breasts?
(2) “Does he think we are incapable of understanding?  We know what we’re doing.  We’re adults acting like adults!”  Oh really?
(3) The problem lies not with the message, nor the messenger, but with the hearts of the listeners.
ii) The spiritually careless attitude of Israel—10 Because it (communication from the prophets of God) is (characterized by) command upon command, command upon command, line upon line, line upon line, here a little, there a little.”
(1) The Hebrew reads: tsav latsav, tsav latsav, qav laqav, qav laqav, zeir sham, zeir sham
(2) Apparently, Israel thought Yahweh’s words through the prophets sounded like God was treating them like children, teaching them elementary truths of right and wrong.  Isn’t it ironic that a drunkard acts more childish than a child!
(3) “The crooked never wishes to be compared to the straight, which seems to the twisted mind so simple and uninteresting but is, in fact, so damning.” (Oswalt, 1:512)
iii) Judgment by foreign invaders because of spiritual carelessness—11 Because by mocking lips and with another tongue He will speak to this people, 12 to whom (this people) He has said, “This (obedience to God’s Word) is the rest, give rest to the weary; and this is the repose”; yet they would not listen.
(1) The drunkard was seeking rest and relaxation through his drinking.  The offer of God’s rest and repose was made and rejected.  
(2) This is a realization of the covenant curses in Deuteronomy 28:49.  See also Jeremiah 5:15 (Babylonians)  The Assyrians spoke a language very similar to Hebrew but with enough differences to breed confusion.
(3) Quoted by the Spirit through Paul in 1st Corinthians 14:21.  Tongues are a sign to unbelieving Jews that they are under God’s curse, while prophecy is to believers.

iv) Judgment will make them unable to understand God’s Word—13 And the word of Yahweh will be …
(1) What?  to them command upon command, command upon command, line upon line, line upon line, here a little, there a little,
(a) Because they thought Yahweh’s words strange and unintelligible, Yahweh’s words would become strange and unintelligible to them.  Deprived of the ability to understand God’s Word.  How tragic!
(2) Why?  that they may walk, and fall backward, and be broken and snared and captured.
(a) They would suffer because of their spiritual insensitivity to Yahweh’s words.  In their “freedom” they will stagger, and be captured.  They will only learn by falling.
(b) Beware of saying, “God leave me alone”.  He may just do that.
4) Summary and applications

a) If the Word of God is of no value to you, then it may end up being of no value to you.
b) Remember what Jesus said in Luke 8:18.
Isaiah 28:14-29:8
Purpose:  To challenge believers to consistently trust in the infinite wisdom of God.
1) God will not spare Jerusalem’s smug leaders—28:14-29

a) Jerusalem was depending on self-made alliances—28:14-15
i) To whom does He speak?—28:14
(1) The scoffing leaders in Jerusalem; NB this people (not “My people”)
(a) Scoffers are dangerous people—Psalm 1:1; Proverbs 14:6, 9; 21:24; 22:10; 24:9

(b) Beware of correcting scoffers—Proverbs 9:7-8; 13:1; 15:12; 19:25; 21:11
(2) People who responded to their advantages by being more rebellious. (Alexander, p. 453)
(3) Why does He speak to them?—28:15


(a) This seems to be a sarcastic paraphrase/summary of their plans.

(b) They trusted for safety in their own delusions. (Alexander, p. 454)  Jerusalem did not need God when she had herself. (Young, 2:284)
(c) They forget that “God is the King of hell, just as He is the King of everything else in time and space.” (McClain, p. 25)
b) God will annul their alliances—24:16-20
i) God does so by providing the right One to trust in—29:16  16 Therefore, thus says the Sovereign Yahweh, “Behold, I have laid as a foundation in Zion a stone, a stone of testing (or a tested stone), a precious cornerstone of a sure foundation; the one believing (on him, i.e. the Stone) will not hurry [because of anxiety].
(1) The Jews before NT times understood this to be speaking of Messiah (see this in the LXX).  See also Romans 9:33; 10:11 and 1st Peter 2:4-8.

ii) God does so by setting the standard by which all things will be judged—28:17
(1) The measurements—28:17a
(2) The judgment for failing to “measure up”—28:17b
(a) “The lying places of refuge (28:15) to which they trust will not be able to give you that protect and comfort which you expect from them.” (Poole, 2:390)

iii) God does so by making Jerusalem extremely uncomfortable because of their alliances—29:18-19a
iv) God does so by bringing a terrifying situation upon Jerusalem for which they were inadequately prepared—28:19b-20
c) God will again do strange things regarding Jerusalem as He did in the past—28:21
i) Mt. Perazim in the days of David against the Philistines—2nd Samuel 5:18-25; 1st Chronicles 14:9-16
ii) Valley of Gibeon in the days of Joshua against the Canaanites—Joshua 10:9-15
iii) What makes it strange is that Yahweh will fight against the very people He has promised to protect.
d) Jerusalem commanded to listen to God’s decree of destruction—28:22
i) A warning—28:22a  (increased penalty for refusing to listen)
ii) The reason for the warning—28:22b
e) God illustrates His counsel and wisdom with a parable; nothing He does is arbitrary, and delayed judgment is wisest—28:23-29

i) The four commands to listen carefully to specific revelation—28:23

ii) From farming and gardening—28:24-28
(1) Necessity of and precise limits in plowing—28:24
(2) Necessity of and precise limits in planting—28:25
(3) Application of the questions—28:26  26 And he is instructed in the decision, his God teaches him
(a) “Farming intelligently is a God-given instinct.” (MacArthur)  [common grace]
(4) Necessity of and precise limits in threshing—28:27-28
iii) The foundational principle—28:29  29 This also comes from Yahweh of hosts; He is wonderful in counsel and great in (practical active) wisdom.
(1) The Wonderful Counselor (9:6) does all His work according plan and purpose (Ephesians 1:11).  His actions are the outworking of the Sovereign’s decree (remember 28:22).  He employs the best tools and the perfect time to accomplish His purpose for His glory and our good (Romans 11:33).
(2) He argues from the lesser to the greater.  If He gives such wisdom to farmers, surely He can address the situation in the wisest manner for His glory and their good.  It may be strange, but it is wise.
2) God will have Jerusalem surrounded—29:1-4

a) God pronounces a woe upon Jerusalem—29:1a

b) God commands Jerusalem to “carry on as usual”—29:1b

i) However, the judgment will still come.

c) God promises to distress Jerusalem with a siege designed to bring humiliation—29:2-4
i) This cannot entirely refer to the Assyrians—see Isaiah 37:33

ii) We can never have God under control.  He alone is sovereign of all things.
3) God will deliver Jerusalem—29:5-8

a) God knows the situation is grim.  NB the 4-fold use of multitude in this section.

i) The number of Jerusalem’s enemies is irrelevant to the powerful Yahweh of hosts.

b) God will deliver Jerusalem suddenly—29:5-6

i) Apparently referring to a yet future time when “multitudes of the nations” (not just Assyria) surrounding Jerusalem will be defeated.

c) God will frustrate Jerusalem’s enemies—29:7-8
i) “In the hour of their enemy’s seeming triumph, the enemies of Zion shall wake up as if from a bad dream.  Their expectation of victory shall turn into a nightmare.” (Buksbazen, p. 254)
4) Summary and applications

a) Remember well the danger of scorning.
i) “This free-thinking … rests upon a proud and insolent self-confidence, which imagines that there is no necessity to fear death and hell….” (K&D, 7:2:8)

ii) A scoffer not only chooses the wrong way, he mocks the right way. (Oswalt 1:516)

b) You will make your life’s decisions based on either your own wisdom or the trustworthy wisdom of God.  Will you turn to Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge (Colossians 2:3)?
c) If you lack wisdom in dealing with your circumstances, ask God for it (James 1:5-8).
Isaiah 28:16

Expanded discussion of the Stone

Purpose:  To challenge people to trust in Christ alone for salvation and sanctification.

1) The verse itself
a) From the Hebrew—16 Therefore, thus says the Sovereign [Adonai] Yahweh, “Behold, I have founded [Piel pf. of dsy] in Zion a stone, a stone of testing [!x;Bo !b,a,] (or a tested stone), a precious cornerstone of a sure foundation; the one believing [Hiph. ptc.] will not hurry [because of anxiety or fear].
b) From the LXX—16 Therefore, thus says the Lord [ku,rioj], “Behold I myself will lay [fut. act. ind. of evpiba,llw] for the foundations of Zion a stone, precious [polutelh,j], chosen [evklekto,j], a corner-stone [avkrogwniai/oj], honored [e;ntimoj], for her foundations, and the one characterized by trusting [pres. act. ptc. of pisteu,w] upon him [evpi, auvto,j] will not in any way be embarrassed [aor. pass. subj. of kataiscu,nw]
2) The Jews before NT times understood this to be speaking of Messiah (see this in the LXX).

3) New Testament uses of this verse indicate the apostles understood this to refer to Messiah
a) Jesus identified Himself as the rejected stone—Matthew 21:42-44; Mark 12:10-11; Luke 20:17-18

b) Romans 9:33—using the first half of the verse (mixed with Isaiah 8:14)
i) The word of salvation arrives with judgment.
(1) Judgment takes place in God’s dwelling place among His people in Jerusalem.

(2) The nations will only find salvation in Israel.
ii) The Stone Yahweh establishes must be one’s object of trust.

iii) The promise of obtaining righteousness (i.e. not being ashamed) is given only to those characterized by trusting God’s Stone.

iv) In other words, Israel did not pursue the wrong thing; they simply pursued it in the wrong way and for the wrong motive.  Rather than building on the foundation stone God provided, they want to build on their own “foundation”.
c) Romans 10:11—using the second half of the verse
i) Christ is the one upon whom [evpi, auvto,j] we must be trusting [pres. act.ptc. of pisteu,w].
ii) “Whoever/Everyone [pa/j] believing” applies to Jew and Gentile alike.
iii) This Jesus is:
(1) The same Lord with unlimited authority over all to demand their worship.

(2) The same Lord with unlimited rich resources for all who call on Him to enable their worship.

d) 1st Peter 2:6 (mixed with Isaiah 8:14 and Psalm 118:22-23)
i) Peter had already identified Jesus as the Stone in his teaching found in Acts 4:11-12.

ii) Remember that Peter is writing to elect Jewish believers who are temporarily dislocated by God’s design (1:1-2).

iii) The original readers of this letter were to keep coming [pres. dep. ptc.] to the Lord of 2:3—2:4a

iv) On the one hand [me,n] the Stone stands rejected [perf. pass. ptc. of avpodokima,zw] by people (not just the Jews) but on the other hand [de,] the Stone is chosen [evklekto,j] and honored [e;ntimoj] in God’s sight—2:4b
v) Believers are like living stones and holy priests designed to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ—2:5

(1) A spiritual house—When someone trusts in Christ for salvation, a new stone is added to this house.  We are not designed to live the Christian life in isolation from other believers.  See the parallel thought in Ephesians 2:19-22.
(2) A holy priesthood—Every believer has immediate access to God, and can serve Him.  However, not every believer preaches or teaches the Word in a public gathering of the body.

vi) Why?  Because of the two-fold response to the Stone—2:6-8

(1) Quote from Isaiah 28:16 [NB the use of ti,qhmi parallel to 2:8]

(a) One foundation stone discovered in a quarry was 69’x12’x13’.

(2) People characterized by believing [pres. act. ptc. of pisteu,w] are associated with His honor—2:7a

(3) People characterized by refusing to believe [pres. act. ptc. of avpeiqe,w] are stumbling [pres. act. ind. of prosko,ptw] over Him—2:7b-8
(a) They were established [aor. pass. ind. of ti,qhmi] to this stumbling, i.e. stumbling is the decreed consequence of rejecting the written and the Living Word.
(i) “They say, ‘This stone is of no use to us,’ and cast it aside.  Then, they attempt to build on some other foundation.  But as they try to construct life on a different foundation, they discover that they are not really rid of the Stone after all.  He is always there; they can never get away from Him; at the most unexpected times they stumble over Him.” (Adams, p. 62)
(b) Thus, both Christ’s establishment as the Stone and their establishment of stumbling over Him because of their refusal to trust is all by God’s design.

4) Summary and applications

a) Jesus is fundamentally divisive (Luke 12:51-53).  Everyone is affected by Him, one way, or the other.
b) Value Christ; trust and obey Him; He alone is the trustworthy one—as solid as a rock.  All others—family, friends, Christians, pastors—at one time or another will let us down. (Adams, p. 63)
Isaiah 29:9-24

Purpose:  God evaluates the genuineness of our worship and, when He finds it lacking, can transform it into what is acceptable in His sight.
1) God condemns the spiritually insensitive of Isaiah’s day—29:9-16
a) Metaphor of the instability of spiritual drunkenness—29:9-12
i) Commands to the insensitive—29:9a
ii) Description for the onlookers—29:9b

(1) God brought the judgment of spiritual sleep—29:10  10 because Yahweh…

(a) has poured out upon youpl a spirit of deep (unique) sleep,
(i) See Genesis 2:21 (Adam) and 15:12 (Abraham) for examples

(ii) Quoted in Romans 11:8-10 where 29:10 (Prophets) is used along with Deuteronomy 29:4 (Law) and Psalm 69:22-23 (Psalms)

1. This general condition continues to this day.
(b) and has shut your eyes (the prophets) and has covered your heads (the seers).
(2) God’s made His revelation incomprehensible—29:11-12  11 And the vision of all this (Isaiah’s writings) has become to youpl…
(a) Unqualified to learn—29:11b
(i) Only the sealer or the authorized recipient could open the seal and read.
(b) Unable to learn—29:12
b) Metaphor of pottery—29:13-16  13 And the Sovereign (Adonai) says,

i) God evaluates superficial, mechanical worship—29:13

(1) Claims to be loyal—29:13a
(2) But devoid of genuine devotion—29:13b (mere 2nd-hand knowledge)
(3) “No longer does living with a mighty, dynamic and free Being demand one’s whole attention.” (Oswalt, 1:532)

(4) Quoted from LXX by Jesus in Matthew 15:8-9/Mark 7:6-7.
ii) God brings startling judgment because of vain worship—29:14 14 therefore, behold …
(1) Three-fold demonstration of wonders—29:14a
(a) Like Isaac’s birth (Genesis 18:14), the Exodus (Exodus 3:20)

(2) Two-fold results of these wonders?—29:14b
(a) Quoted from LXX in 1st Corinthians 1:19

(3) God possesses the capacity to work wonders and the right to refuse to fit into the prearranged, programmed categories of man-made religion. (Oswalt, 1:533)
iii) God knows all about our sins—29:15  15 Woe …
· This is the third woe in this section (28-33) of Isaiah—see also 28:1; 29:1
(1) to those who make deep from Yahweh to hide counsel,

(a) Those attempting to get King Hezekiah to join with Egypt against Assyria, hoping God won’t see them.
(2) whose deeds are in the dark,

(3) and who say, “Who sees us?” and “Who knows us?”
(4) They forgot Psalm 139:12 “darkness and light are alike to you”
iv) The absurdity of false worship is rooted in a wrong view of both God and man—29:16

(1) The perversity—they turned everything contrary to what it should be
(2) The question—(Remember Psalm 50:21)
(a) Is the clay wiser than the Potter?  Is the creature wiser than the Creator?  Man thinks he can fool the One who made him?
(b) Alluded to in Romans 9:20.
(3) “It is the forgetting of God’s right as Maker that leads to ethical relativism.… There are no explicit standards to overturn.  One must do what one feels.  On the other hand, the Maker can say, “that is good, and that is bad,” because he has a know design which he is seeking to work out.  Whether or not “the Force” even knows I exist, my existence is of no importance to it.  The Maker, says Isaiah, does know and cares passionately.  Those who say he does not know and care confuse the clay with the Potter, and that is the fundamental error of all strictly human philosophies; they cannot admit of a transcendent God.  [for them] God is either a part of the system or he does not exist.” (Oswalt, 1:537)
2) God will transform the people of Israel—29:17-24

a) God’s work of sudden transformation that will reverse the status quo—29:17

b) God’s gracious and merciful work of transformation to the spiritually insensitive—29:18

c) God’s work of transformation will bring justice and judgment—29:19-21

i) Justice for those who are suffering—29:19

ii) Because of judgment on the three-fold cause of suffering—29:20-21  20 because …
(1) the tyrant (Assyria?) will come to nought
(2) and the scoffer (in Israel?) will be brought to an end,

(3) and all those (within Judah’s perverse legal system?) who are vigilant for iniquity will be cut off,
(a) Use false testimony—21 those who make a man a sinner with a word,

(b) Trip up the opponent—who lay a snare for the arbitrator at the city gate,

(c) Confuse the issue—who turn aside with emptiness the one who is in the right.
d) God’s work of transformation will bring genuine worship—29:22-24 22 Therefore thus says Yahweh, the one who ransomed Abraham, concerning the house of Jacob:

i) God will restore Judah’s population—29:22b-23a
(1) Jacob’s repentant response—29:22b
(2) Why will Jacob no longer be ashamed?—29:23
ii) God will restore genuine devotion to Judah—29:23b-24

(1) Reverence—29:23b God’s otherness is the source of our hope
(2) Submission—29:24
iii) “People come to know God through the demonstration of His holiness in the lives of other people.” (Oswalt, 1:541)
3) Summary and applications

a) Unless God enables us to understand His Word, we never will (1st Corinthians 2:14).  “There can be no more frightening motivation to listen to God than this, the thought that if you refuse to hear today, one day you might no longer be able to hear.” (Oswalt, 1:531)
b) Unless God enables us to worship His in spirit and in truth, we never will. (John 4:23-24)
Isaiah 30:1-17
Purpose:  The encourage people to trust in the sufficiency of His Word.

1) God pronounces a woe (# 4 in 28-33) upon Judah for their stubborn rejection of His Word—30:1-7
a) The stubborn attitude that refuses to seek God’s Word—30:1-2  1 “Woe to the stubborn children,” says Yahweh, “who make a plan but not mine, and who weave an alliance, but not of my Spirit, that they may add sin to sin; 2 who travel down to Egypt, but they are not asking for my counsel, to take refuge in the protection of Pharaoh and to seek shelter in the shadow of Egypt.
i) God’s Spirit was upon Isaiah (Acts 28:25) and Micah his contemporary (Micah 3:8).
ii) They sought from Egypt what God himself had offered to provide for them (25:4).  They were actively pursuing the very nation from which God had delivered them!
iii) They didn’t need a new word from God; they needed to obey the one they had!
b) The shame and humiliation resulting from a refusal to seek God’s Word—30:3-5  3 But the protection of Pharaoh will be to yourpl shame, and the shelter in the shadow of Egypt humiliation.  4 For though his officials are at Zoan (northern Egypt) and his envoys reach Hanes (southern Egypt), 5 everyone will be ashamed through a people that cannot benefit them, that brings neither help nor benefit but shame and also disgrace.

c) The empty results of desperate refusal to seek God’s Word—30:6-7  6 The burden of the beasts of the Negev.  Through a land of trouble and anguish, from where comes the lioness and lion, the viper and the flying serpent, they carry their riches on the back of their donkeys and their treasures on camels’ humps, to a people that cannot benefit them.  7 And Egypt helps with vanity and emptiness; therefore I have called her, “Rahab-Hem-Shabeth (“Rahab the Do-Nothing”).”
i) These people were taking gifts to Egypt via a caravan to secure an alliance.
2) God pronounces a burden upon Judah for rebellion against God’s Word—30:8-11

a) An unwillingness to listen God’s instruction—30:8  8 And now, go, write it before them on a tablet, and inscribe it in a book, that it may be for the time to come as a witness forever (a permanent record of their sin), 9 because they are a rebellious people, lying sons, sons who are not willing to hear the instruction of Yahweh;
i) They don’t want to listen to Yahweh because they know He won’t approve of their plans to ask Egypt for help.
b) A willingness to rebel against God’s Word—30:10-11  10 who say to the seers, “Do not see,” and to the prophets, “Do not prophesy to us what is right; speak to us smooth things, prophesy illusions, 11 turn aside from the way, divert from the path, remove from our presence the Holy One of Israel.”
i) “When the Truth of God is no longer proclaimed, the God of Truth disappears from the hearts of men.  This is what the people desired.” (Young, 2:347)
3) God announces disaster upon Judah for their unwillingness to embrace God’s solution to their problems—30:12-17

a) Their disaster illustrated in two ways—30:12-14
i) The cause—30:12  12 Therefore, thus says the Holy One of Israel, “Because youpl…

(1) refuse this word

(2) and trust in oppression and deviation and rely on them,
(3) Even though they had told him not to talk about the Holy One of Israel any more (30:11).
ii) The effect—30:13-14
(1) Imminent danger of a broken wall—30:13  13 therefore this iniquity will be to youpl like a breach, about to collapse, bulging out in a high wall, whose crash comes suddenly, in an instant,
(2) Complete disaster of a broken jar—30:14  14 and its breaking is like the breaking of a potter’s vessel that is smashed ruthlessly so that among its fragments not a shard is found to take fire from the hearth or to dip up water out of a cistern.”
b) Their unwillingness exposed—30:15-17
i) Their unwillingness to repent—30:15-16
(1) God’s offer of rescue—30:15a-b  15 Because thus says the Sovereign Yahweh, the Holy One of Israel (the only time Isaiah combines all three names), “In returning and rest youpl will be saved; in quietness and in trust will be yourpl strength.”
(a) Even though they had told him not to talk about the Holy One of Israel any more (30:11).
(2) Israel’s unwillingness to be rescued by God—30:15c-16  But youpl were not willing
(a)  16 And youpl said, “No, we will flee upon horses”; therefore youpl will flee away;

(b) and, “We will ride upon swift horses”; therefore yourpl pursuers will be swift.
(3) Not only unrepentant, but also swift to ride in the opposite direction.
ii) Their unwillingness will be punished—30:17  17 A thousand at the battle cry of one, and at the battle cry of five youpl will flee, till youpl are left like a flagstaff on the top of the mountain, like a signal on the hill.
iii) God offered salvation and strength, but they refused; they chose their own solution.  Only a remnant will remain.
iv) This is reminiscent of the covenant curses of Deuteronomy 28:25.
4) Summary and applications

a) Thank God for the courage He gave to Isaiah to speak such strong words.

b) Their sin is two-fold:  rejecting Yahweh, and choosing to trust in Egypt.  One is never spiritual neutral.
i) “If we think to plan, instead of praying in real subjection to God, we need to fear for ourselves.” (Kelly, p. 243)

c) Israel rejected the sufficiency of the Word of God and sought to supplement it or replace it with the so-called wisdom of men.  There is imminent danger for all who follow such a practice in their daily lives.
Isaiah 30:18-33
Purpose:  To remind God’s people to tremble at His holy justice.

1) The demonstration of God’s grace and mercy towards Israel—30:18-26

a) The blessing upon the people of Israel—30:18-22

i) The eagerness of Yahweh to show grace and mercy—30:18-19a
(1) 18 And therefore, Yahweh is waiting to be gracious to youpl, and therefore He is exalting Himself to show mercy to youpl,
(a) Why?  because Yahweh is a God of justice (He will fulfill His part of the covenant).
(i) He is just, and will punish all disobedience.

(ii) He is just, and His punishment is tempered with grace and mercy to be demonstrated at just the right time.
(2) Blessed are all those (the remnant) who are waiting for him (and not for Egyptian horses!),
(a) Why?

(i) 19 because people will dwell in Zion,
(ii) in Jerusalem, you will weep no more.
ii) The willingness of Yahweh to answer prayer and to give guidance—30:19b-21 He will be very gracious (being gracious He will be gracious) to you at the sound of your cry for help; when He hears it, He answers you.  20 And though the Sovereign has given youpl the bread of adversity and the water of affliction, yet He, your Teacher, does not hide Himself anymore, but your eyes are seeing your Teacher, 21 and your ears will hear a word (spiritual sensitivity) behind you, saying, “This is the way, walk in it,” whether youpl are turning to the right or to the left (the normal course of life).
iii) The granting of genuine repentance by Yahweh—30:22
(1) Note the three-fold description of this repentance:

(a) 22 And youpl will desecrate the metal plating of your silver graven images and covering of your gold molten images.
(b) You will scatter them like filthy things.
(c) You will say to them, “Be gone.”
(2) The grace to repent of and to detest their sin.

(3) It is only after one ceases their dependence on idols that they will experience what they were seeking to get from the idols.
b) The blessing upon the Land of Israel—30:23-26

i) The restoration by Yahweh of agricultural prosperity—30:23-25
(1) The crops—30:23a 23 And He will give rain of the seed (the October-November rains) with which you sow the ground, and food will be the produce of the ground, and it will be rich and plenteous.
(a) When the covenant requirements are met (Deuteronomy 11:13-17).
(2) The livestock—30:23b-24 In that day your livestock will graze in large pastures, 24 and the oxen and the donkeys that work the ground will eat specially prepared feed, which has been winnowed with shovel (2nd stage) and fork (1st stage).
(a) Grace demonstrated in the abundance of feed, but also in the special care by the Jews for their livestock.
(3) Abundant moisture—30:25 25 And on every high mountain and on every high hill there will be streams flowing with water, in the day of great slaughter when the towers fall (at the end of the Tribulation).
ii) The splendor of Yahweh’s tender healing—30:26 26 And the light of the moon will be as the light of the sun, and the light of the sun will be seven times brighter, like the light of seven days, in the day when Yahweh binds up the brokenness of His people and heals the severe wounds inflicted by His blow.
(1) This is hyperbole, symbolizing Yahweh’s divine deliverance and blessing.
2) The poetic description of God’s anger and majesty toward Assyria—30:27-33

i) The revelation of the severity of Yahweh’s anger in the destruction of Assyria—30:27-28 27 Behold, the name of Yahweh comes from a distant place,
(1) His anger burning and heavy with smoke.  His lips are full of indignation and His tongue like a devouring fire;
(2) 28 and His breath is like a flooding river that reaches up to the neck,
(3) to sift the peoples with the sieve of futility (the final stage to reveal what is worthless and thus unacceptable),
(4) and a bridle that leads astray on the jaws of the peoples.
ii) The rejoicing of Yahweh’s people at the news of Assyria’s destruction—30:29  29 You will have…
(1) the song as in the night when a holy feast (Passover?) is kept,
(2) and gladness of heart, as when one sets out to the sound of the flute to go to the mountain of Yahweh, to the Rock of Israel.
iii) Assyria does not act independent of God.  They will be judged the Sovereign.
b) The awesome majesty of Yahweh’s stormy wrath against Assyria—30:30-33 30 And Yahweh will cause the majesty of his Voice to be heard and the descending of His arm to be seen, in a rage of anger and a flame of devouring fire, with a cloudburst and a tempest and hailstones.  31 For at the voice of Yahweh the Assyrian will be terror-stricken, when he (Assyria) smites with the rod, 32 and every stroke of the appointed rod, which Yahweh lays on him, will be with the sound of tambourines and lyres (i.e. celebration by Israel).  And battling with brandishing arm, He will fight with them, 33 because a burning place (Tophet; Gehenna) has been long prepared; indeed, for the king it is made ready, its pyre is made deep and wide, with fire and wood in abundance; the breath of Yahweh, like a stream of brimstone, ignites it.
i) This is stereotypical language befitting the arrival of the King of the universe.
ii) The use of the rod/staff is reminiscent of Moses’ rod/staff (Exodus 7:17; 8:5, etc.).
iii) By referring to the long prepared funeral pyre for the king of Assyria, Isaiah demonstrates that Yahweh’s sovereignty extends even into distant Mesopotamia.

(1) When Nineveh was destroyed in 612 BC, the Assyrian king died in the fire that destroyed his palace.

3) Summary and applications

a) These promises are rooted in God’s covenant with Abraham, Israel, and David.  There is legitimate confidence in a God who keeps His Word.
b) This is consistent with God’s promise of restoration through Paul in Romans 8:18-25.  There is hope in a God who will complete His purpose.
Isaiah 31:1-9
Purpose:  To warn God’s people that reliance on any created thing is distrust (unbelief in) of the Creator.

1) Pronouncing woe—31:1-5

a) 1 Woe… (woe # 4 in this section)
b) To whom?  Those who are sinning in a 2-fold manner
i) Confidence in the impotent creature (trusting in man’s tempting alternatives)
(1) to those going down [ Qal ptc.] to Egypt for help,

(2) who rely on horses;

(3) and who trust… [the lure of trusting only in military force]
(a) In Egypt’s numbers—in chariots because they are many

(b) In Egypt’s strength—and upon horsemen (cavalry) because they are very strong,

ii) Neglecting the omnipotent Creator (rejecting God)—but…
(1) do not look expectantly to the Holy One of Israel
(2) or carefully seek Yahweh.
(3) God had clearly told them not to go back down to Egypt (Deuteronomy 17:16; 28:68).  Sometimes we don’t seek God because of a guilty conscience related to seeking help from other sources.
iii) Remember David in Psalm 20:7:  “Some trust in chariots, and some in horses; But we will remember the name of the LORD our God.”
(1) God situated Judah in the hill country, in which chariots were worthless.
(2) God also used the Rabshakeh of Assyria to tell Judah how worthless it was to trust Egypt (2nd Kings 18:19-21).
iv) God warns us (Jeremiah 17:5): “Thus says the LORD: ‘Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his strength, whose heart departs from the LORD.’”
v) To go back to Egypt for assistance was to deny the work of God in the Exodus.
c) Because of God’s wisdom which they have deliberately questioned—31:2
i) He will accomplish what He has threatened—2 And yet He is wise and brings disaster, and He does not retract His words,
(1) See also Amos 3:6—“If a trumpet is blown in a city, will not the people be afraid? If there is calamity in a city, will not the LORD have done it?”
(2) The irony is that Judah’s leadership thought they were so clever; but God is wise!
ii) He will precisely (not indiscriminately) punish everyone associated with this sin—but will arise against the house of the evildoers (Judah’s leadership) and against the helpers (Egypt) of those working sin.
(1) All the Egypts in the world cannot alter what God says. (Oswalt, p. 572)
d) Because of Egypt’s contrast of character—31:3a  [an infinitely weaker alternative to the true God]
i) They are only people, just like Israel who is tempted to trust in them—3 Now the Egyptians are man, and not God [El];
(1) Men have no power in themselves but what God has granted to them. (Calvin)

ii) Their horses are no match for the omnipotent God—and their horses are flesh and not spirit.

e) Because of God’s conduct—31:3b

i) And when Yahweh extends His hand (in judgment),
ii) What will happen?
(1) both the one helping (the source of the help; Egypt) will stumble, and the one being helped (the object of the help; Judah) will fall;
(2) and they all will perish together.
f) Illustrations of God’s protective care of Israel—31:4-5

i) 4 Because thus Yahweh said to me (Isaiah),

ii) Two illustrations of Yahweh’s passionate, protective care
(1) He is not intimidated—“As a lion or a young lion growls over its prey, and, when a band of shepherds is called out against him, is not terrified by their shouting or intimidated by their noise, so Yahweh of hosts will come down to wage war on (against?) Mount Zion and on (against?) its hill.
(a) The lion is pictured as devouring his prey (perhaps a lamb), and the shepherds come to scare the lion away while he is feasting.  The lion will not allow anyone to steal what belongs to him, even if they are shouting and banging.
(2) He is lovingly protective—5 As hovering (female) birds, so Yahweh of hosts will defend Jerusalem;
(a) He will defend and deliver it;
(b) He will pass over and rescue it.”
(i) As he did in the Passover in Exodus 12:13, 23, 27
2) Command to repent—31:6-9

a) What should they do?  6 “Return [Qal impv.] (from the Egyptians) to the One against whom the sons of Israel have made deep (intense) defection (against a covenant),
i) Repentance involves recognition of the seriousness of our sin and the greatness of our God.
ii) In light of God’s gracious and passionate protection

b) Why should they repent?

i) Because idolatry will one day be rejected by Judah—7 because in that day every man will reject (with contempt) his idols of silver and his idols of gold (even though of great monetary value), which your hands sinfully made for yourselves.
(1) People who have trusted in things they had made for themselves will find that those objects are ineffective.
(2) “True conversion does not ask the price (Calvin).  So long as a person is still asking whether he can afford a possible turning to God, that cost will always be too high.”  (Oswalt, p. 575)

ii) Because God alone will deliver Judah from Assyria—8 Then Assyria …

(1) Will be punished directly by God

(a) will fall by a sword, not of a man;

(b) and a sword, not of a man, will devour him;

(2) Will run for fear and be forced into hard labor
(a) and he will flee before a sword, (Isaiah 37:37)
(b) and his young men will be forced to do hard labor.
(3) Will lose their object of security
(a) 9 And his rocky cliff will pass away in terror,

(b) and his officers will be terrified of the ensign,”
c) Says who?  says Yahweh,
i) whose fire is in Zion,
(1) Referring to His temple?  the expression of His worship.

(2) Referring to His protection?  the expression of His wrath
ii) and whose furnace is in Jerusalem.
(1) His furnace is an expression of His wrath.
3) Summary and applications

a) When we rely upon someone/something other than God, we are denying His wisdom.
b) When we rely upon someone/something other than God, we are denying His love.

c) When we rely upon someone/something other than God, we are denying His power.

d) When we rely upon someone/something other than God, we are denying His glory.
Isaiah 32:1-20

Purpose:  To show that Christ and the Spirit are the only ones who can enable us to be righteous and just.
Introduction:  This continues the “Woe” begun in 31:1.

1) The promise of righteousness and justice prevailing in the Land—32:1-8

a) There will be political change—32:1-2 (unlike the rulers in Isaiah’s day)
i) What will characterize the reign of these (Messianic?) rulers?
(1) 1 Behold, a king will reign with reference to righteousness, and princes will rule with reference to justice.
(2) They will reflect the image of God (Isaiah 5:16; 16:5; 28:17).

(3) These are the very things lacking in Israel in Isaiah’s day—Isaiah 1:21; 5:7; 56:1

(4) These can only come from God—Isaiah 33:5
ii) What will be the result of these rulers? (also God-like [Isaiah 25:4])  2 And a man (the One on the throne) will be… (NB the repeated simile or syncrisis)
(1) like a hiding place from the wind,

(2) and a shelter from a rainstorm;

(3) like streams of water in a dry place,

(4) like the shade of a great rock in an exhausted land.
b) There will be genuine spiritual change—32:3-4 (remember Isaiah 6:9-10)
i) 3 And the eyes of those who see will not be closed,

ii) and the ears of those who hear will be attentive.
iii) 4 And the heart of the hasty will understand knowledge,

iv) and the tongue of the stutters will speak readily and distinctly.
c) The true nature of foolish leadership will be exposed—32:5-8 (results of 32:3-4)
i) 5 A fool (moral, not mental) will no longer be called honorable, nor a scoundrel said to be generous,
ii) Six marks of a foolish lifestyle—32:6

(1) Inward—his irrational speech and iniquitous thought—6 because a fool speaks folly, and his heart plots iniquity,

(2) Godward—his irreverent behavior and speech—to practice profaneness, and to utter error with reference to Yahweh,

(3) Manward—his insensitive, inconsiderate actions—to leave the craving of the hungry unsatisfied, and to deprive the thirsty of drink.
iii) Marks of a self-centered scoundrel—32:7
(1) 7 The scoundrel’s weapons are evil; he organizes wicked plans to ruin the poor with words of falsehood, even when the plea of the needy is just.
iv) Marks of honorable rulers—32:8
(1) 8 But he who is honorable organizes honorable plans, and upon honorable things he stands.
(2) Just as the fool is obvious in his behavior, so the honorable man is revealed.
2) The commands to Judah—32:9-20

a) The first set of commands—32:9-10

i) What are the women to do?  (Remember Isaiah had already talked to the women in 3:16-26)
(1) 9 Rise up, you women who are at ease, (complacent, carefree and careless)
(2) listen to my voice;

(3) you confident daughters, give ear to my speech.
ii) Why are the women to pay such close attention to Isaiah?

(1) 10 In little more than a year (referring to 701 BC?) youpl will shudder, you confident women, because the vintage will fail, the fruit harvest will not come.
(a) God will enact the covenant curse of Deuteronomy 28:38-42.

(2) The women will become the opposite of what they were!
b) The second set of commands—32:11-18

i) What are they to do?—32:11-12a
(1) 11 Tremble, you women who are at ease!

(2) Quake, you confident women!

(3) Strip, and make yourselves bare, and put sackcloth around your waist.
(4) 12 Beat your breasts… i.e. mourn
ii) For what are they to tremble and mourn?—32:12b-13
(1) for the pleasant fields,

(2) for the fruitful vine,
(3) 13 for the soil of my people growing thorns and briers,

(4) indeed for every joyous house in a jubilant city;
iii) Why should they mourn?—32:14  Because of Jerusalem’s desolation
(1) 14 because the palace has been forsaken;

(2) the populous city has been deserted.
(3) Ophel (on the SE corner of Jerusalem) and watchtower have become caves (homes for animals) for a long time, a joy of wild donkeys, a pasture of flocks,
iv) How long should they mourn?—32:15-18  until the restoration by God Himself
(1) 15 until the Spirit (a spirit?) is poured upon us from on high,

(2) and the wilderness becomes a fruitful field, and the fruitful field is considered a forest.
(3) 16 Then justice will dwell in the wilderness and righteousness will abide in the fruitful field.
(a) 17 And the effect of the righteousness will be peace, and the result the righteousness, tranquility and security forever.
(i) These are not the effects of military power or political alliances.

(ii) Genuine justice and righteousness are not idle; they work and produce from their labor. (Young, 2:400)

(b) 18 And my people will abide in a peaceful habitation, and in secure (remember the women of 32:9-11; betahk) dwellings, and in quiet (same as in 32:9, 11; sha’anan) resting places.
(i) False security and quietness will be replaced with the genuine item.

c) Concluding statements—32:19-20
i) Referring to Nineveh in Assyria? Jerusalem?  19 And it will hail when the forest comes down, and the city will be utterly laid low.
ii) Referring to Judah  20 Blessed (NB the plural) are youpl who are sowing beside all waters, who are letting the feet of the ox and the donkey range free.

3) Summary and applications

a) All of these blessings are centered in one Man, Jesus Christ.  Apart from Christ, we have nothing.
b) These blessings are possible only by the Holy Spirit.  He alone can give life to the spiritually dead, righteousness to the unrighteous, and justice to the unjust.
i) Romans 8:5, 13; Galatians 5:25

Zechariah 12:10-14

Purpose:  To further explain the role of the Spirit in the salvation of future Israel

1) When will this take place?  In that day…
a) This phrase is found 18 x’s in the final three chapters of Zechariah, 7 x’s in chapter 12

b) Referring not to the days of His humiliation but the future manifestation of His power.

c) Two conditions are necessary for the establishment of the future Messianic kingdom: (1) The overthrow of Gentile nations and world powers; and (2) The regeneration of individual Jews

i) Both a physical and a spiritual deliverance are described in Zechariah 12:1-14.

d) “There is something greater, more solemn and more blessed, than mere outward destruction and triumph over their enemies that Israel is to experience on “that day,” and that is God’s final conquest over them.” (Baron, p. 436)

2) God will give the gift of His Spirit to all Israel—12:10a

a) God initiates of the giving of His gift—10 And I will pour out [Qal pf.]…
i) The “and” connects this verse to 12:9.  There is no separation of the line of thought.

ii) All of grace and all of God
iii) See parallel concepts in Isaiah 44:3; Ezekiel 36:26-27; 39:29; Joel 2:28-29

b) God determines the recipients of His gift—see also 13:1
i) The leadership—on the house of David—the ruling dynasty
ii) The commoners—and those inhabiting Jerusalem…
(1) The capital city is representative of the whole nation.
c) God determines the nature of His gift

i) Cause—a Spirit of grace [nxe]
(1) Spirit which gives grace and brings one into a state of favor before God
ii) Effect—and supplications [nWnx]t;]

(1) Spirit which moves one to call out of the inmost recesses of the soul for even more grace
iii) The spirit of grace is the spirit which produces in the mind of man the experience of the grace of God. But this experience begets in the soul of sinful man the knowledge of sin and guilt, and prayer for the forgiveness of sin, i.e., supplication; and this awakens sorrow and repentance. (K & D)
3) How will Israel respond to this gift of the Spirit?—12:10b

a) He will renew it by pouring out His spirit of grace upon it, so that it will come to the knowledge of the guilt it has incurred by the rejection of the Saviour, and will bitterly repent of its sin.  (K & D)
b) and they will look [Hiph. pf.] on Me whom they pierced (killed),

i) This look is both physical and spiritual.  Reminiscent of the looking in faith at the bronze serpent in Numbers 21:9.
ii) Who is the “Me” in this context?  Look back at 12:1

iii) While it was the Romans who physically pierced Jesus, the Jews were held spiritually and morally responsible for the action (Acts 2:22-24).

iv) The piercing must be more than the continual provocations Calvin suggests here.
c) and they will mourn [Qal pf.] for Him, as one mourns for the only child,

i) Switches pronouns to demonstrate the equality yet distinctiveness between members of the Tri-unity.
d) and they will be in bitter grief [Hiph. infin.] for Him as one bitterly grieves for the firstborn.
e) Thus, we see that conversion is the fruit, not the cause, of the giving of the Spirit.
4) Israel’s future mourning is further explained—12:11-14

a) The intensity of the mourning—12:11  11 On that day, the mourning in Jerusalem will be as great as the mourning for Hadad-Rimmon in the plain of Megiddo.
i) Referring to the national mourning at the death of King Josiah (2nd Chronicles 35:24-25)

b) The extent of the mourning—12:12-14

i) Universally—12 And the land will mourn, every clan by itself—
ii) Politically
(1) the clan of the house of David by itself, and their wives by themselves;
(2) the clan of the house of Nathan (David’s son, Solomon’s brother) by itself, and their wives by themselves;
iii) Religiously
(1) 13 the clan of the house of Levi by itself, and their wives by themselves;
(2) the clan of the Shimeites (Levi’s grandson) by itself, and their wives by themselves;
iv) Individually—14 all the remaining clans, each clan by itself, and their wives by themselves.
(1) The grief will be so deep that individuals will desire to hide themselves from the eyes of others; it will transcend even the closest ties on earth (i.e. husband and wife).  Each will want to be alone before God in that hour.
5) Summary and applications

a) This look is the look of repentance; for only a sight of the crucified Jesus shows us our sin and grief.
b) This look is the look of supplication and faith; for He alone can bless and save, and He saves all who believe.

c) This look is the look of peace and adoration; for His love is infinite, unchanging, and omnipotent.

d) Have you looked to Christ with such a look?

Isaiah 33:1-24
Purpose:  To remind people of the necessary characteristics of godliness.
1) Woe and prayer—33:1-9
a) Isaiah places himself between Assyria and his own people with the weapons of prophecy and prayer. (K & D)
b) Woe [# 5] to God’s enemies, including Assyria—33:1  1 Woe to you, O destroyer, who have not been destroyed yourself, and treacherous one with whom none has dealt treacherously.  When you have ceased to destroy, you will be destroyed; when you have finished dealing treacherously, you will deal treacherously with you.
i) This is the only woe in this section that is not directed toward Israel.
ii) God had given them loose reins for a time.  Now that liberty has ended.  Human power is never absolute, not matter how it may appear right now.
c) Isaiah’s prayer of faith—33:2-6
i) Isaiah’s request—33:2  2 Yahweh, be gracious to us; we have waited for You.  Be their arm every morning (i.e. continually), even our salvation in time of distress.
ii) Isaiah’s statement of faith—33:3-6  3 At the tumultuous noise the peoples flee; at the lifting up of Yourself nations disperse, 4 and your plunder is gathered as gathering of the caterpillar; as the rushing of locusts, rushing upon it.  5 Yahweh is exalted because He dwells on high; He will fill Zion with justice and righteousness, 6 and He will be the stability (reliability) of your times, treasure of salvation(s), wisdom, and knowledge; the fear of Yahweh, which is His treasure.
(1) Judah will swarm over Assyria’s campsite, plundering all.

(2) Judah was tempted to trust in Egypt and fear Assyria.  Instead, they were to trust Yahweh and fear Him alone.
d) Isaiah’s recognition of the current circumstances—33:7-9
i) Despair—7 Behold, the valiant ones cry outside, the envoys of peace (from Judah to the Assyrians) weep bitterly.  8 The highways lay waste; the traveler ceases.  Covenants are broken; he despises cities; he respects no man.
(1) Sennacherib has broken his agreement with Judah.
ii) Desolation of the normally fruitful—9 The land mourns and languishes, Lebanon is ashamed and withers away; Sharon is like the Arabah, and Bashan and Carmel shake off their leaves.
iii)  “This is the sort of moment for which God waits, and for which he must wait.  It is not until we have exhausted our efforts that we are finally able to recognize the hand of God at work and to stop claiming for ourselves what is rightfully his.” (Oswalt, 1:595-596)
2) Yahweh intervenes on behalf of His people—33:10-24
a) Yahweh intervenes at the precise time—33:10  10 “Now I will arise,” says Yahweh, “now I will exalt myself; now I will be lifted up.
i) “Human failure is divine opportunity.” (Oswalt, 1:597)

b) Yahweh taunts His enemies—33:11  11 Youpl conceive chaff; youpl give birth to stubble; yourpl breath is a fire that will consume youpl.
i) All the Assyrians efforts to destroy Jerusalem will come to nothing.

c) Yahweh summons witnesses to observe His intervention—33:12-13  12 And the peoples (associated with the Assyrian army) will be like the burnings of lime (total destruction), as thorns cut down they will be burned in the fire (swift destruction).  13 Youpl who are far off (Gentiles), hear what I have done; and youpl who are near (Judah), acknowledge My might.
d) Questions from sinners and Yahweh’s answer—33:14-16
i) The sinners ask questions—33:14  14 The sinners in Zion are afraid; trembling has seized the profane ones: “Who among us can dwell with devouring fire?  Who among us can dwell with everlasting burnings?”
(1) After approximately 40 years of Isaiah’s teaching/preaching, the people finally ask the right questions, although they assume the answer to be, “No one”.
(2) These figures refer to God’s actions that reflect God’s character (Deuteronomy 4:24; 9:3; Hebrews 12:29).  There is thought that after a while the flame will die down; He is flame.
(3) “…Unless people have come at some point to a recognition of God’s absolute otherness from themselves, they are very likely to devalue his grace, and their commitment is likely to be minimal at best.” (Oswalt, 1:599)

ii) Yahweh answers the sinners’ questions—33:15

(1) The character of the godly
(a) Righteous lifestyle—15 He who is walking righteously… (lit. “in righteousnesses”)
(b) Righteous speech—and speaking uprightly, (lit. “uprightnesses”)
(c) Rejecting oppressive attitudes and actions toward others—who is despising the gain of oppressions,
(d) Rejecting bribes—who is shaking his hands lest they hold a bribe,
(e) Rejecting violent plans toward others—who is stopping his ears from hearing of bloodshed (lit. “bloods”)
(f) Rejecting evil sights—and shutting his eyes from looking upon evil,
(2) The security of the godly
(a) Protection—16 he will dwell on the heights; his place of defense will be the fortresses of rocks;
(b) Provision—his bread will be given him; his water will be sure.
e) Yahweh gives a 4-fold message of hope to the godly of the previous verses—33:17-24
i) Yahweh will display His personal presence—33:17  17 Your eyes will see the King in His beauty; they will see a land that stretches very far (the King’s expanded domain).
(1) It is one thing to call Him King; it is quite another to treat Him as King.

ii) Yahweh will destroy His enemies—33:18-19  18 Your heart will meditate on terror: “Where is he who counted?  Where is he who weighed the tribute?  Where is he who counted the towers?”  19 You will no longer see the insolent people, the people of unintelligible speech that you cannot comprehend, stammering in a tongue that you cannot understand.
(1) This refers to the “bad old days”.

iii) Yahweh will provide permanent peace and safety for Jerusalem—33:20-22  20 Look upon Zion (not the Assyrians), the city of our appointed feasts!  Your eyes will see Jerusalem, a tranquil dwelling, an immovable tent, whose stakes will never be plucked up, nor will any of its cords be broken,
(1) Why?  21 because there in majesty Yahweh will be for us a place of rivers, wide streams, where no galley with oars can go, or majestic ship can pass.
(a) Remember Ezekiel 48:35—Yahweh Shamah—“The Lord is There”.  Where God is there is security.
(b) Jerusalem currently has no rivers, but one day we know it will (Zechariah 14:8)
(2) Why?  22 Because…
(a) Who is Yahweh?
(i) Yahweh, our judge,—judicial branch of government
(ii) Yahweh our lawgiver,—legislative branch of government
(iii) Yahweh our king,—executive branch of government
(b) What will He do?
(i) he will save us.
iv) Yahweh will provide prosperity and forgiveness—33:23-24
(1) Jerusalem was unprepared—33:23a 23 Your tackle hangs loose; they cannot hold the base of their mast firm or keep the sail unfurled.
(2) Jerusalem shall be restored physically and spiritually—33:23b-24  Then the prey of great plunder is divided; the lame ones will take the prey; 24 and no inhabitant will say, “I am sick”; the people who dwell there will be forgiven of iniquity.
3) Summary and applications

a) Are you identified by the necessary characteristics of godliness:
i) Habitual integrity, Verbal integrity, Financial integrity, Judicial integrity, Social integrity, Spiritual integrity
b) If not, what will you do about it today?  Judah’s ultimate problem was not with Assyria, but with their sin before God.  They sought solutions other than what God offered to provide.  What will you do with your sin?
Isaiah 34:1-17

Purpose:  To warn people of the dangers of not trusting and obeying God, and thus experiencing God’s wrath.
Introduction:  We too often hide behind the phrase, “God hates the sin but loves the sinner.”  What then are we to do with verses like Psalm 5:5 (“You hate all workers of iniquity”) and 11:5 (“and the wicked and the one who loves violence His soul hates”)?
1) God’s word of His wrath upon all nations—34:1-3
a) To whom is God speaking?

i) Commands to all nations and people groups—1 Approach, O nations, to hear; and pay attention, O peoples!
ii) Encompasses all creation—Let the earth listen, and all that fills it; the world, and all that comes from it.
iii) This is normally understood to be a reference to the Tribulation and Armageddon.
b) Why should the Gentile nations listen?—34:2a  2 Because Yahweh’s wrath is against all the nations, and his intense anger against all their armies;
i) Wrath is not an attribute of God, and because it can be satisfied, it is temporary.  It is His holy, judicial displeasure toward sin and sinners, administered by His justice.

ii) “It is His steady, unrelenting, unremitting, uncompromising antagonism to evil in all its forms and manifestations.” (Stott, The Cross of Christ, p. 173)

iii) It is God’s settled opposition to sin and His necessary and inevitable reaction against sin.
c) How is God’s wrath expressed against the Gentile nations at Armageddon?—34:2b-3
i) he has devoted them to destruction,
(1) God alone is to get the spoils (cherem) of this victory.
ii) he has given them over for slaughter.
iii) 3 And their slain will be cast out (i.e. remain unburied),
iv) and the stench of their corpses will arise;
v) and the hills will dissolve from their blood.
d) How is God’s wrath displayed against the heavens?—34:4-5a

2) God’s word concerning judgment upon Edom (as representative of all nations)—34:5b-15

a) Why on Edom?  See Numbers 20:14-21; Amos 1:9

b) God’s rightful ownership of the nations—34:5b  behold, upon Edom it descends, and upon the people I have devoted to destruction (cherem).
c) Yahweh’s sacrifice of the nations—34:6-7
d) Yahweh’s desolation of the nations—34:8-15  8 Because Yahweh has a day of vengeance, a year of repayment for the strife of Zion, 9 and her (Edom’s) stream will be turned into pitch, and her soil into sulfur; her land will become burning pitch.  10 Night and day it will not be quenched; its smoke will go up continually (a reminder during the kingdom of God’s punishment of sin).  From generation to generation, it will lie waste; none will ever pass through it again.  11 But the larger bird and the porcupine will possess it, the twilight bird and the raven will dwell in it.  He will stretch over it the line of confusion and the plumb line of emptiness (indicating precise destruction).  12 Her nobles will have nothing left to call a kingdom, and all its princes will be gone.  13 And thorns will climb over its strongholds, nettles and thistles in its fortresses; and it will be a haunt of jackals, an abode for ostriches.  14 And wild animals will meet with hyenas; the wild goat will cry to his fellow; indeed there will the night bird rest and find for herself a resting place.  15 There the unknown bird will nest and lay and hatch and gather them under her shadow; yes, there the birds of prey are gathered, each one with her mate.
i) God is sovereign over all and the world that opposes Him is irrevocably doomed.

3) How do we know for sure these things will take place?—34:16-17
a) Because of what God has said—34:16  16 Inquire from the scroll of Yahweh, and read: not one of these will be missing; not will be without her mate, because My mouth has commanded and His Spirit has gathered them.
i) Isaiah’s scroll of prophecy was considered the scroll of Yahweh and authoritative the moment it was written.
b) Because of God as done—34:17  17 And He has cast the lot for them, and His hand divided for them (the animals) with the line; they will possess it permanently; from generation to generation, they will dwell in it.
i) Their destruction is not a coincidence, but a deliberate plan of God.

4) Summary and applications

a) All people are by nature objects of God’s wrath—Ephesians 2:3
b) All unbelieving people are currently objects of God’s wrath—John 3:36; Romans 1:18
c) Jesus absorbed and exhausted the Father’s wrath on the cross—Romans 3:25-26
i) “Before the atonement ever could have an effect on our subjective consciousness, it first had an effect on God and his relation to the sinners he planned to redeem.” (Grudem, p. 575)

ii) God does not love us because Christ died: Christ died because God loves us.

iii) God’s wrath is not changed into love; rather, it is His love that propitiated His wrath.

d) All unbelievers will experience God’s future wrath—Romans 2:5, 8; Ephesians 5:6; Colossians 3:5-6

e) All believers will be spared God’s future wrath because of Christ’s work on the cross—Romans 5:9; 1st Thessalonians 1:10; 5:9-10
i) Christ’s death satisfied all of God’s holy and just demands for our sin, and averted His wrath toward us.
Isaiah 35:1-10

Purpose:  To encourage God’s people concerning the coming Kingdom.
1) Joy in the kingdom because of God’s glory and work—35:1-2
a) The environment of man will reflect man’s joy in God—35:1-2a (see Romans 8:13-25)
i) Threefold joy stated metaphorically—35:1 (note the reversal of the devastation of Isaiah 34; this is also parallel to Isaiah 10-11)
(1) 1 The wilderness and the dry land will be glad,
(2) and the desert (the Arabah) will rejoice,
(3) and (the desert) will blossom like the crocus;
ii) Threefold joy restated inversely—35:2a
(1) 2 it (the desert) will blossom abundantly (lit. “to blossom it will blossom),
(2) and will rejoice with joy,
(3) and will shout with delight.
b) Glory and splendor will be evident—35:2b

i) Of the Land—The glory of Lebanon will be given to it (the desert), the splendor of Carmel and Sharon.
(1) People will be impressed with the fertility of the wilderness/desert
ii) Of the Lord—They (the desert regions) will see the glory of Yahweh, the splendor of our God.
(1) See Acts 3:21 and the “restoration of all things” when Christ returns.
(2) This is a fulfillment of God’s old covenant with Israel (Deuteronomy 28:1-14).
2) Three commands for Isaiah’s day—35:3

a) Encouraging actions toward the feeble—3 Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the tottering knees.
b) Encouraging words toward the fearful—4 Say to the hasty of heart (whose hearts beat fast with fear), “Be strong, fear not.
i) Coming to punish God’s enemies—Behold, yourpl God will come with vengeance (34:8; 2nd Thessalonians 1:8), with the recompense of God.
ii) Coming to save God’s people—He will come, and He will save youpl.”
c) “Fear in the heart affects the ability of the hands to work for God and of feet to walk in His ways.” (Grogan, EBC, 6:221)

d) God comes on His terms in His time.  Restoration follows vengeance.
3) Transformation in the kingdom—35:5-7

a) Physically—5 Then (after He has come and saved them) the eyes of the blind will be opened, and the ears of the deaf will be opened.
i) While a similar passage in Isaiah 61:1 was fulfilled in Matthew 11:2-4, it did not exhaust the prophetic word concerning the Last Days.

ii) This argues for the Deity of Jesus Christ, when kept in the context of 35:4 (“your God will come…”)
b) Physically part # 2—6 Then the lame will leap (not only walk, but leap [similar to Acts 3:8]) like a deer, and the tongue of the mute will shout for joy,
i) Why?  because waters will burst forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert.  7 And the parched ground  will become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; in the abode of jackals, its resting place, grass will become reeds and rushes (because of abundant water—Job 8:11-12).
ii) Repetition of 35:1-2

iii) The waterless places become sources of abundant water

4) Occupants of the kingdom—35:8-10  8 And a highway will be there,
a) Separation—and it will be called the Way of Holiness; the unclean will not pass over it.
b) Sanctification—It will be for those walking [Qal ptc.] on the way, and fools will not wander on it.
c) Security—9 No lion will be there, and no violent beast will go up onto it; they will not be found there, but the redeemed [ga’al] will walk there.
d) Salvation & joy—10 And the ransomed [padah] (synonym for redeemed) of Yahweh will return and come to Zion with singing; and enduring (permanent) joy will be upon their heads… (quoted later in Isaiah 51:11)
i) Contrasting word pictures—they will catch up with gladness and joy, and grief and groaning will flee away.
ii) In a literal sense, joy cannot be on one’s head.  It is a figure of speech for visible joy.
iii) This is the first of 24 references to redemption in Isaiah.

iv) They will not come to Zion until Yahweh comes to them.

5) Summary and applications

a) This chapter is part of what is referred to as progressive particularization (earlier prophecies being given further details).
b) The concept of Kinsman-Redeemer [go’el] is found in Leviticus 25 (Steveson, p. 297)

i) An impoverished condition—25:47

ii) A kinsman relationship—25:48-49

iii) The willingness of the redeemer—25:25

iv) The ability of the redeemer—25:50-52

v) The resulting relationship of the redeemed—25:53
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