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Isaiah 7:1-9
Introduction: This paragraph begins a series of prophecies that carries through chapter 12.  They appear to focus on the question: whom shall we trust: God or man (in this case, Assyria)?
1) The setting—7:1-2

a) When and who?  1 Now, it came about in the days of Ahaz son of Jotham son of Uzziah, king of Judah, Rezin king Aram and Pekah son of Remaliah king of Israel
i) Ahaz, Uzziah’s grandson, ruled 735-715 BC; Rezin ruled 750-732 BC; and Pekah, who was a murderer (2nd Kings 15:25), ruled 752-732 BC
ii) Approximately734 BC.  See also 2nd Kings 16 and 2nd Chronicles 28:5-8, 17-19.
iii) The Edomites were attacking from the SE, the Philistines from the SW, and these two kings from the North!
b) Did what?  came up [Qal pf.] to Jerusalem for the war against it, but they were not able [Qal pf.] to war [Niph. inf.] against it.

i) Ahaz had refused to join their anti-Assyrian coalition, so they attacked him.  See 2nd Kings 16:5 for this unsuccessful attack.
c) How did Ahaz respond?  2 When it was told to the house of David (Ahaz’s family), saying, “Aram has settled down [Qal pf. of nuach] with Ephraim”, his heart and the heart of his people trembled [Qal impf.], as (a simile) the trees of the forest tremble [Qal inf. of nua`] before the wind (shaking like a leaf).

2) God’s Word to Isaiah—7:3-9  3 And Yahweh said to Isaiah,

a) Yahweh’s command—“Go out [Qal impv.] to meet Ahaz,

b) Who should meet Ahaz?  you and Shear-Jashub your son,

i) Isaiah (Yahweh saves) & Shear-Jashub (a remnant shall return) are reminders
c) Where should they meet?  at the end of the aqueduct of the Upper Pool, on the road to the Launderer’s Field;

i) See 2nd Kings 18:17 & Isaiah 36:2 for this same location slightly outside the western city walls.  Was Ahaz was out checking on the city’s water supply?
d) What should they say?  4 and say to him,

i) Yahweh knows the heart and temptation of Ahaz—remember 7:2
(1) ‘Be careful [Niph. impv.],—i.e. don’t act for yourself
(2) and be tranquil [Hiph. impv.].—calm confidence in God instead of shaking
(3) Do not fear [Qal impf.],

(4) and do not let your heart be timid (soft) [Qal impf.]
ii) Yahweh knows the true nature of the evil alliance

(1) because of these two smoldering stubs of fire-stirrers, at the burning anger of Rezin and Aram, and the son of Remaliah (cp. “son of David” in 7:2).

(2) The fire is out, only smoking wood remains.  Both men died within 2 years.
iii) Why? Because…
(1) Yahweh knows the plans of the evil alliance—7:5-6   5 Aram, Ephraim and the son of Remaliah, have planned evil against you, saying,
(a) 6 “Let us go up against Judah, and strike terror in it (Jerusalem),
(b) and let us divide it (Jerusalem) among ourselves, and set up as king in the midst of it (Jerusalem) the son of Tabeel (the intended puppet).”
(c) We see more of this in 2nd Kings 16:5, though the invasion had begun earlier in 15:37.

(2) Yahweh frustrates the plans of the evil alliance—7:7-9  7 Thus says the Sovereign Yahweh, (emphatic declaration)
(a) God’s gracious annulling of the plans of the evil alliance—“It (counsel) shall not stand [Qal impf.], and it shall not come to pass [Qal impf.],
(b) God’s gracious explanation of why He annulled the plans of the evil alliance—8 because …
(i) Aram/Syria is primary

1. the head of Aram is Damascus
2. and the head of Damascus is Rezin.—their last king
(ii) The northern tribes are secondary

1. The temporary nature of Ephraim—And within sixty-five years Ephraim will be broken to pieces, so that it will not be a people.
a. While conquered in 722 BC, this was not completed until 669 BC when the Assyrians transferred foreigners into the land (2nd Kings 17:24).
2. The temporary nature of Pekah—9 And the head of Ephraim is Samaria, and the head of Samaria is the son of Remaliah (Pekah; cp. “son of David” in 7:2).—their 2nd to last king
iv) Yahweh challenges the whole nation of Judah (NB shift from singular to plural)—If youpl will not trust [Hiph. impf. pl. of aman] (what God says through Isaiah), youpl will not stand firm [Niph. impf. pl. of aman].”’”

(1) Note the ESV here: “If you are not firm in faith, you will not be firm at all.”
(2) Ahaz eventually responds in unbelief, calling to Assyria for help, even though God had already revealed the intended attack would fail!—2nd Kings 16:7-9.
(a) This is the foundational problem; trusting someone other than God.
3) Summary and applications

a) God superintends the whole situation in real time and real space:

i) Sending Rezin and Pekah—2nd Kings 15:37

ii) Defeating Ahaz the first time—2nd Chronicles 28:5

iii) Protecting Ahaz and Jerusalem—Isaiah 7:7
(1) In spite of Ahaz’s feeble attempts at self-protection.

b) God keeps His promise, even if people fail to obey or trust—2nd Samuel 7:8-16.
i) No matter how much Ahaz may have been concerned about the welfare of his family and city, God was infinitely more concerned.

c) Responding to fear in a God-honoring manner demands that we keep a Godward perspective.  Until we come to the point where we can believe in God’s sovereignty to the extent of entrusting ourselves to God, we are doomed to live in the shaky, panicky condition we now experience.  Only through trusting in the present and ultimate veracity of God is any real security possible.  (Oswalt, 1:202)
Isaiah 7:10-17
1) Mercy—10 And again Yahweh spoke to Ahaz, saying,

a) 11 “Ask [Qal impv.] for a sign (of God’s intention to annul the plans of the evil alliance) from Yahweh your God;

i) make deep [Hiph. impv. ?] your request or make it high [Hiph. inf.] as the heights.”
ii) What a gracious, merciful, generous, patient offer to rebellious Ahaz from God to stimulate his faith!
iii) Although Ahaz is asked to test God, Ahaz himself is being tested!
2) Defiance—12 But Ahaz said,
a) “I will not ask,
i) This itself was disobedience because God had commanded him to ask.
b) and I will not test Yahweh.”
i) Ahaz pretends to believe Deuteronomy 6:16.
ii) Remember the true character of Ahaz (2nd Kings 16:1-9).  Apparently, his decision to ask for help from Assyria had already been made.

c) To obey God and ask for a sign would have bound Ahaz to believe the sign God would give in response.  Ahaz didn’t want that choice.  Nothing Isaiah could say or do for God would change Ahaz’s determination to seek Assyria’s help.  His unbelief was so strong to reject any evidence that he was wrong.
d) As John Wesley once said, “If a man will not believe God, he will believe anything.” (see Oswalt 1:203)

3) Grace—13 And he (Isaiah) said,

a) A command—“Hear pl then [Qal impv.], O house of David!
b) A question from Isaiah for the whole house of David:  Is it too little for youpl to weary men, that youpl weary my (not “your” as in 7:11) God also?
i) First, by refusing Isaiah’s words, and then by refusing God Himself!

c) A statement—14 Therefore, (because Ahaz refused to ask and to believe)
i) Regarding the Source of the sign—the Sovereign himself (the One youpl weary) will give youpl (the whole house of David) a sign.

(1) Infinitely better than any sign Ahaz could have asked for!

ii) Regarding the virgin—Behold, the young woman…

(1) (is? or will be?) pregnant,
(2) and bearing [Qal act. ptc.] a son (ben),

(3) and she will call [Qal pf.] his name Immanuel.

(a) Thus, Immanuel is God present with us in judgment and in joy.

(b) Ahaz doesn’t want God to be too near to him.

iii) Regarding the virgin’s child—15 Curds (curdled cream or milk similar to yogurt) and honey he shall eat (a sign of significant depopulation of the region; 7:22) so as to know how to refuse the evil and to choose the good.

(1) 16 Because before the young man (na`ar) knows how to refuse the evil and to choose the good, the land which you are defiantly loathing will be deserted of two kings.
(2) The birth of the child was to point to and to accompany the withdrawals of these two kings.

iv) Regarding the future judgment—17 Yahweh will bring [Hiph. impf.; emphatic position]…

(1) Upon who?

(a) upon you,—Ahaz

(b) and upon your people,—Judah

(c) and upon the house of your father,—the line of David

(2) What?

(a) such days as have not come since the day that Ephraim departed from Judah
(b) Referring to Jeroboam’s revolt in 931 BC, some 200 years earlier.
(3) Who is included in the “such days”?  the king of Assyria.”

(a) And Ahaz thought that Rezin and Pekah were trouble!

4) Remember how the Holy Spirit uses this in Matthew 1:22-23.

a) Even the Jews who translated the LXX understood this to refer to a virgin.
5) Summary and applications

a) The Flesh never trusts God.  It is bent on its own defiant will and instinctively avoids grace…. (Kelly, p. 121)  The problem is not ignorance, but unwillingness to submit.
b) God’s punishment is sometimes to give us what we want.  Ahaz rejected God for Assyria.  God gave him Assyria.  The consequences of that choice are in 7:18-25.
c) God will be faithful to His promises, in spite of our unbelief.
d) Unbelief is not so much about ignorance, but about the defiance of our will.

Isaiah 7:18-25

Introduction: This addresses the statement made earlier in 7:17, days unlike any since the division of the kingdom in 931 BC.

1) What will God do?
a) 18 And it will be [Qal pf.] in that day, Yahweh will whistle [Qal impf.]…

i) Whistle for what?
(1) for the fly that is at the extremity of the rivers of Egypt,

(2) and for the bee that is in the land of Assyria.

(3) Remember the earlier promise that God will establish the rallying point for these armies (5:26)

ii) What will be the response?  19 And they will all come [Qal pf.] and settle [Qal pf.] in the precipitous ravines, and in the clefts of the rocks, and on all the thornbushes, and on all the watering places.
(1) i.e. they will completely cover the land.  No place will be free from them, even those places man considered inaccessible.
iii) This seems to have taken place between 722-701 BC.

b) 20 In that day the Sovereign will shave [Piel impf.]…

i) How?  with a razor that is hired beyond the (Euphrates) River—with the king of Assyria—
ii) Why?  To bring dishonor to Judah
(1) the head, and the hair of the legs—from one extremity to the other
(2) and it will sweep away the beard also.—the most shameful of all things to be shaved
(a) Remember the shaven heads of French women who aided the Germans during WWII.

(3) The entirety of Judah will be affected by this “hired razor”.

(a) Remember that Ahaz has hired Assyria to come to his aid (2nd Kings 16:7-9).  God utilizes this “hired razor” to destroy Judah.

(b) This is perhaps an indication to Ahaz that God and Isaiah knew of his covenant with Assyria.
2) What will man do?
a) Pertaining to their diet—21 And it will be [Qal pf.] in that day…
i) What will a man do?

(1) A man will keep alive [Piel impf.] a young cow and two sheep,

(a) All else will be destroyed.  There will be no large herds.

(2) 22 … he will eat [Qal impf.] curds;
(a) This is the only food available because they will not be able to cultivate crops.
ii) Why will he eat curds?
(1) and it will be [Qal pf.] because of the abundance of milk that they give [Qal inf.]…
(2) because everyone that is left [Niph. pass. ptc.] in the land will eat [Qal impf.] curds and honey.

b) Pertaining to their habits—23 And it will be [Qal pf.] in that day…
i) First evidence of depopulation & devastation—that every place where there used to be a thousand vines, worth a thousand shekels of silver, will become [Qal impf.] briars and thorns.

(1) The loss of agriculture

ii) Second evidence of depopulation & devastation
(1) For hunting and protection—24 With the arrows and with the bow, men will come [Qal impf.] there,

(a) Why?  because all the land will be briars and thorns.

(2) Pasturing—25 And as for all the hills that used to be hoed [Niph. impf.] with a hoe, you will not come [Qal impf.] there

(a) Why will they not come?  for fear of briars and thorns,

(b) but they will become [Qal pf.] a place where cattle are let loose and where sheep trample.
iii) In other words, they will digress from an agricultural society to a pastoral society.

3) Summary and applications

a) God’s total control over all nations, including Judah’s enemies.

b) God’s lack of exertion in getting the nations to obey.  He merely whistles.

c) God’s efficiency in accomplishing this task.  “They will all come.”
d) God knows all things, even those objects competing for our trust.
e) God can turn the object of our trust into the instrument of our punishment.
Isaiah 8:1-10
Introduction: This is a confirmation of what Yahweh revealed earlier in 7:1-25.
1) 1 Then Yahweh said to me,—8:1-4

i) “Take [Qal impv.] a large tablet (for public display?) and write [Qal impv.] upon it with man’s writing tool, ‘Concerning maher-shalal-hash-baz.’ (meaning “One hastens to the plunder, one hurries to the loot”)

ii) 2 And I will cause reliable witnesses (in the eyes of the people, not God’s) to attest for Me, Uriah the priest (the one of 2nd Kings 16:10-16?) and Zechariah the son of Jeberechiah.”
(1) Lest there be any suspicion toward Isaiah.

(2) Lest these two witnesses think that they can somehow slink into apostasy unnoticed by God.

b) 3 And I approached the prophetess, and she conceived, and bore a son.

c) Then Yahweh said to me,

i) Do what?  “Call [Qal impv.] his name Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz;

(1) Meaning “One hastens to the plunder, one hurries to the loot.”

ii) Why?  4 because before the boy knows how to cry, ‘My father’ (abi) or ‘My mother (immi),’ the wealth of Damascus and the spoil of Samaria will be carried away before the king of Assyria.”
(1) The name of Isaiah’s son indicates the impending destruction of Ahaz’s two enemies by the king of Assyria within the relatively near future (1-2 years).

(2) Tiglath-pileser III executed Rezin in 732 BC (2nd Kings 16:9) and Hoshea assassinated Pekah (2nd Kings 15:29-30) in 733-732 BC, with the destruction of Samaria coming in 722 BC.
2) 5 And Yahweh spoke to me again, saying,—8:5-10 (NB the two vivid word pictures)
a) The two-fold cause—8:6 6 “Because this people (Israel, the northern tribes; NB they are not called “my people”)…
i) have contemptuously despised the waters of Shiloah (SE of Jerusalem) that are flowing gently,
ii) and they rejoice before Rezin and the son of Remaliah,

iii) i.e. they have rejected Yahweh’s protection through the house of David and still desire the evil northern alliance.
b) The effect—8:7-8 (two word pictures)
i) The raging flood—8:7-8a  7 therefore, behold, the Sovereign will bring up against them (Israel) the waters of the River, mighty and many,

(1) Who is the “waters of the River”?  the king of Assyria and all his glory.

(2) They traded gentle flowing water that they thought gave them no protection for a ravaging torrent of water which they though would protect them from the evil northern alliance.

(3) And … (this takes place in 701 BC, under King Sennacherib)
(a) it will rise over all its channels and go over all its banks,

(b) 8 and it will sweep on into Judah (after having drowned Israel), it will overflow and pass on, reaching even to the neck,

(i) But not over your head!  Remember how God stopped the Assyrians in Isaiah 37:36-38

ii) Predator bird—8:8b
(1) and its outspread wings will fill the breadth of Your land, O Immanuel.

(a) The land of Judah is Immanuel’s, with him being approximately 30 years old at the time of the Assyrian invasion.
c) Nine commands to the enemies of Judah—8:9-10

i) What will happen to the foreign nations?

(1) Destruction
(a) 9 Break forth [Qal impv.], peoples (Ephraim and Syria?), and be shattered [Qal impv.];

(b) give ear [Hiph. impv.], all far countries (Assyria);

(c) gird yourselves [Hith. impv.] and be shattered [Qal impv.];

(d) gird yourselves [Hith. impv.] and be shattered [Qal impv.].

(2) Frustration of their plans
(a) 10 Counsel [Qal impv.] together (Isaiah 7:5), but it will come to nothing;

(b) speak [Piel impv.] a word, but it will not stand,

ii) Why are they to do this?

(1) because of Immanuel (God is with us).
(a) God defends Judah.
iii) i.e. no matter what these nations plan to do against Judah, God will not permit it to be accomplished.

3) Summary and applications

a) The accuracy of God’s Word extends to every type of literature within the Bible: history, prophecy, narrative, etc.  You can trust His Word.

b) There is nothing wrong with assistance from people, but when we place our trust in them and not in God, we have crossed over the line to sin.  You should trust God exclusively.
c) When we do not trust God to protect and provide, we do not bring glory to His name.  We say to those who observe our response to trials, “He is not worthy of your trust.”

Isaiah 8:11-22
1) A personal word of warning to Isaiah (and probably other genuine followers of Yahweh [because of the plurals in 8:13])—8:11-15
a) Yahweh communicates with Isaiah—8:11

i) 11 For in this way Yahweh spoke to me with a strong hand,

ii) and he admonished me not to walk in the way of this people, saying,

(1) “The way of this people” was, because of their fear of Pekah and Rezin (7:2), to distrust the one true God and trust in Assyria.

b) The content of the communication—8:12-15

i) Negatively—12 “Do not call ‘conspiracy’ all that this people call ‘conspiracy’, and do not fear what it fears, nor be terrified.

(1) I.e. keep perspective; be soberminded; even if other people have their “conspiracy theories.”
ii) Positively—13 Yahweh of hosts—him youpl shall regard as holy, and he is yourpl fear, and of him youpl should be terrified.
(1) i.e., keep your focus fixed on Yahweh of hosts (6:2-3), not the 2 kings threatening them
(a) Remember Jesus’ words in Matthew 10:28.

(2) By trusting in something else, we make God appear insignificant to others.
iii) What God is in relation to your relationship to Him—8:14-15
(1) What God is:  14 And he (not the king of Assyria) will be…
(a) To both north and south—to both houses of Israel,
(i) a sanctuary, and a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense
(b) To the southern kingdom—to those dwelling in Jerusalem.
(i) a trap, and a snare
(2) How people will respond to Him?  What will be the result of Isaiah’s teaching ministry?
(a) 15 And many (but not all)…

(b) will stumble on these (stone and rock), and they will fall and be broken,
(c) and they shall be snared and captured (in the trap and snare).
(3) This same imagery was used earlier in Israel history in a positive way:

(a) Stone of help—1st Samuel 7:12

(b) Rock of defense—2nd Samuel 22:32

(4) All who did not give glory to Yahweh would be dashed to pieces upon Him as upon a stone, and caught in a trap.
2) Two commands regarding Yahweh’s teaching—8:16

a) Do what with God’s teaching?

i) 16 Bind up the testimony [teudah], seal up the instruction [torah]
b) With whom?
i) among my disciples (the remnant).”
c) I.e., make sure the true believers know, understand, and trust the revealed Word!
3) A response of faith and hope from Isaiah—8:17-22

a) Confidence despite the circumstances—8:17  17 And I will wait [hakah] for Yahweh, who is hiding his face (in judgment) from the house of Jacob, and I will wait expectantly [qabah] for him.

i) Regardless of what the rest of the nation will do, my focus will be upon Yahweh!  The act of waiting confesses our own helplessness and our dependence upon Him.
b) Confidence because of God’s revelation—8:18  18 Behold, I and the children whom Yahweh has given me are signs and wonders in Israel from Yahweh of hosts, who is dwelling on Mount Zion (even though His face is temporarily hidden).

i) Temporarily refers to Isaiah and his sons
ii) Ultimately refers to Messiah and true believers—Hebrews 2:13

c) Confidence despite wholesale abandonment of God’s word and ways—8:19-20
i) The statement of belief in false gods—19 And when they say to youpl (the true disciples), “Inquire of the mediums and spiritists who are chirping and muttering;” should not a people inquire of their God?—the dead on behalf of the living?
(1) The people were practicing what was clearly forbidden by God in Deuteronomy 18:9-13.

(2) They believed the limited claims of these false sources of confidence.
ii) The call to believe in God’s revelation—20 To the instruction and to the testimony! (of 8:16)
(1) If they do not speak according to this word (from the one true God), it is because there is no dawn.

(a) i.e. they no relief from the coming darkness of 8:21-22

d) Confidence despite the coming “night of despair”—8:21-22  21 They will pass through it hard pressed and hungry.  And it will be, when he is hungry, that he will be enraged and will curse his king and his gods (or God), and turn his face upward (in utter despair and helplessness).  22 And he will look to the earth, and behold distress and darkness, gloom of anguish; and they will be thrust into thick darkness.
i) To reject God for the occult places oneself in gloom and emptiness.

4) This passage referred to in the NT (making this one of the most quoted chapters from Isaiah)
a) 8:12-13—1st Peter 3:14-15—focus on Christ being the powerful “Yahweh of hosts”
b) 8:14-15—Romans 9:33; 1st Peter 2:8—focus on the consequences of rejecting Him
c) 8:17-18 LXX—Hebrews 2:13—focus on the righteous remnant
5) Summary and applications

a) We are often tempted to go along with the crowd.  Will we stand firm in God?
b) We will fear something or someone.  Who will that be?

c) We must learn to wait upon the true God, bringing glory to Him through our faith.

d) To reject this Christ has eternal consequences.  He is either your Sanctuary or a stone.
Isaiah 9:1-7

1) A great change is coming for Israel—9:1-2  1 But ( in contrast to 8:22) no gloom for her that was in anguish.

a) In the former time, he (God) brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali (west of the Sea of Galilee);

i) Under the Assyrians in 734-732 BC

b) but in the latter time, he (God) will make glorious…
i) the way of the sea (of Galilee)—Assyrian province of Dor
ii) beyond the Jordan,—Assyrian province of Gilead
iii) Galilee of the nations.—Assyrian province of Megiddo
iv) This land was in absolute rebellion against God in the days of Isaiah.

c) 2 The people walking in the darkness (in Galilee) have seen a great light;

i) on those dwelling in a land of deep shadow, a light has shown.

ii) These rebels did not discover the light, nor did they produce it.  They wallowed in their darkness, but suddenly find themselves blinking in the light.  It is graciously given to them, in spite of themselves.  (Oswalt, 1:242)

d) Compare the NT use of these verses:

i) Matthew 4:12-16—Galilee was the first to experience the ministry of Christ.
ii) God will not be satisfied that His people have experienced the just results of their rebellion.  That experience is only a means to an end, by which God’s goodness and glory can be manifested in their salvation. (Oswalt, 1:239)
2) Isaiah addresses what Yahweh does and Israel’s response—9:3-7
a) What does God do?
i) 3 You (God) have enlarged the nation; you have increased the joy;

(1) This nation had previously been devastated and depopulated (7:20-23).

(2) Luke 2:10—great joy to all the people (of Israel)

ii) they have rejoiced before you (in worship)…
(1) Like farmers—as with the joy of the harvest,
(2) Like victorious warriors—as they rejoice when they divide the plunder.

b) Why are they rejoicing?  3 reasons gradually increasing in significance
i) Reason # 1—Genuine liberation for Israel—4 Because the yoke of his burden, and the staff on his shoulder—the staff of his oppressor—you have broken as on the day of Midian.

(1) In the days of Gideon (Judges 6-7) God delivered Israel with a wonderful display of divine power, without the use of any adequate human means (Alexander, p. 201).
ii) Reason # 2—Genuine universal peace—5 Because every warrior’s sandal in quaking of battle and every garment being rolled in bloods, will be for burning, as fuel for fire.

(1) These instruments of war will be rendered obsolete.  Remember 2:4.
iii) Reason # 3—Genuine universal Ruler—6 Because a child has been born for us (Israel), a son has been given for us; and the dominion will be upon his shoulder, and he will call his name…
(1) Four aspects of His character

(a) Wonderful Counselor,—extraordinary military strategist
(b) Mighty God,—extraordinary military power
(c) Everlasting Father,—extraordinarily long tenderly protective reign
(d) Prince of Peace.—extraordinary invincible prosperity and tranquility
(2) 7 For the increase of the dominion and of peace there will be no end, upon the throne of David and over his kingdom,

(a) Why will He be on David’s throne?
(i) to establish it—to guarantee the kingdom
(ii) and to support it—to maintain the kingdom
(b) How will He establish and support David’s throne?
(i) with justice [mishpat]
(ii) and with righteousness [tsedeqah]
(c) For how long will He do this?

(i) from now and forever.—a ruler with no term limits!
(ii) There is no possible way this refers to a merely human ruler.

(d) How will this be accomplished?

(i) The zeal (jealousy; intense devotion to and love for) of Yahweh of hosts will accomplish this.
1. God is not a disinterested or impartial bystander.
(ii) No human agency can accomplish this.  It depends solely on the power of a sovereign God.

3) Summary and applications

a) God will fulfill His covenant with Abraham by multiplying His people—9:3
b) God will fulfill His covenant with David by bringing Messiah to rule—9:6-7

c) If God can bring rebellious Israel out of darkness into light, He can do the same for you.  But He comes to you on His terms.  Are you willing to be made whole?
Isaiah 9:8-10:4
God’s Unrelenting Judgment on the Unrepentant
Introduction:  Switching back to the harsh realities of the spiritual darkness in the northern kingdom of his own day, Isaiah describes God’s persistent anger in a 4-fold repetition (9:12, 17, 21; 10:4).

1) Strophe # 1—God judges the impenitent sinners by foreign invaders—9:8-12

a) 8 The Sovereign sent a word into Jacob, and it fell in Israel.

i) See 2nd Kings 17:13.  There could be no doubt the God’s revelation had been made plain to them.
b) 9 And all the people knew—Ephraim and the inhabitants of Samaria—who say in pride and arrogance of heart, 10 “Bricks have fallen, but we will build with hewn stones; sycamores have been cut down, but we will replace them with cedars.”

i) They knew and understood God’s revelation given to them by these prophets, but they still chose to misplace their confidence in their own resilience and resourcefulness.
c) 11 So (because they won’t listen to God’s messengers) Yahweh increases the adversaries of Rezin against them and provokes their enemies—12 Syria on the east and the Philistines on the west devour Israel with open mouth (ravenously).

d) In all this, his anger is not turned away and his hand is still stretched out.
i) This temporary punishment did not satisfy His wrath.
2) Strophe # 2—God judges the incorrigible sinners by demoralization—9:13-17

a) 13 And the people did not turn back to him who struck them, and have not sought Yahweh of hosts.

i) No repentance, no prayer to the one true God, no obedience.  Such is the character of unregenerate man.
ii) A man is known by the object of his seeking.

b) 14 So Yahweh will cut off head and tail from Israel, palm branch and reed in one day.  15 The elder and the honored man—he is the head; and the (false) prophet who is teaching lies—he is the tail.  16 And it will happen that those leading this people are leading them astray, and those being led by them are being swallowed up.

i) The political and religious leaders, along with those being led, will be destroyed.

c) 17 For this reason (because of their incorrigible impenitence), the Sovereign will not rejoice over their young men, and he will have no compassion on their fatherless and widows,
i) Why?  because every one is defiled and doing evil and every mouth is speaking senselessness.

ii) He normally would rejoice or show compassion, but He won’t because of their sinfulness.

d) In all this, his anger is not tuned away and his hand is still stretched out.
i) This temporary punishment did not satisfy His wrath.
3) Strophe # 3—God judges the insatiable sinners by means of devouring anarchy—9:18-21
a) 18 Because wickedness burns like a fire, it consumes briars and thorns; it kindles the thickets of the forest and they roll upward like a column of smoke.  19 By the fury of Yahweh of hosts the land is burned, and the people are like fuel for the fire; no man spares his brother.  20 And he will snatch on the right, but is still hungry; and they devour on the left, but are not satisfied; each devours the flesh of his arm—21 Manasseh Ephraim (the 2 largest of the northern tribes), and Ephraim Manasseh—together they are against Judah (the wildfire of civil war).

b) In all this, his anger is not turned away and his hand is still stretched out.
i) This temporary punishment did not satisfy His wrath.
4) Strophe  4—God judges the selfward by captivity—10:1-4
a) One woe—1 Woe to those decreeing troublesome decrees, and the writers who are writing oppression, 2 to turn aside the needy from justice, to rob the poor of their right, to make widows their spoil, and that they may make the fatherless their plunder.
i) Sadly, oppressive injustice of the needy was the norm of the day.
b) Three questions

i) 3 What will you do on the day of punishment, in the devastation that will come from afar?
ii) To whom will you flee for help,
iii) and where you leave your glory?
c) A statement of judgment—4 Nothing remains but to crouch among the prisoners or fall among the slain.

i) There is no hope or help for these northern leaders apart from God.  All that awaits them now is slavery and exile.
ii) See 2nd Kings 17:20

d) In all this, his anger is not turned away and his hand is still stretched out.
i) This temporary punishment did not satisfy His wrath.
5) Summary and applications

a) God’s authority is directly related to God’s Word.  To reject His Word is to reject Truth and His authority over you.

b) Israel may have feared the anger of Assyria; they should have feared God instead.
c) Either we will live in the glory of the fact of Immanuel, or we will die by smashing ourselves against it.  (Oswalt, 1:260)

Isaiah 10:5-34

Introduction:  God’s anger was not satisfied in His dealings with Israel.  Now the scene shifts to God’s dealings with Assyria, whom God uses to punish Israel, for their good and God’s glory.  The destroyer is about to be justly destroyed.
1) God uses unbelievers for His purpose, and they are subject to His will—10:5-11

a) 5 Woe to Assyria (instead of Israel in 10:1), the rod of My anger and the staff in their hands is My indignation.  6 Against a hypocritical nation I send him, and against the people of My fury (the people upon whom My fury falls) I command him, (to do three things) ( to take spoil [shalal], and ( to seize plunder [baz], and ( to tread them down like the muddy clay in the streets.

i) Reminders of the name of Maher-shalal-hash-baz (8:1-4).
ii) Even the vilest person serves God’s purposes, even if only to illustrate the ultimate results of evil.  (Oswalt, 1:263)
iii) Israel has a higher accountability than Assyria due to the revelation given them.
b) Even if they don’t want to be used for God’s purpose—11:7-11 7 But he does not so intend, and his heart does not so think; because it is in his heart (to do two things) ( to destroy, and ( to cut off not a few nations, 8 because he says, “Are not all my captains kings?  9 Is not Calno (738 BC) like Carchemish (717 BC)?  Is not Hamath (720 BC) like Arpad (754, 740 BC)?  Is not Samaria (722 BC) like Damascus (732 BC)?  10 As my hand reached the kingdoms of the idols, with more images than Jerusalem and Samaria, 11 as I have done to Samaria and her idols, shall I not do to Jerusalem and her idols (identifying the True God as an idol!)?”
c) Rather than being submissive servant in the Master’s hands, they sought only to be selfish conquerors, even though God had possibly revealed part of His purpose to the Assyrians (2nd Kings 18:25).  They seem to think that they not only conquered the nations, but the gods of the nations as well.  The king of Assyria considered Yahweh to be on an equal level with all the conquered gods and idols (2nd Kings 18:33-35).
d) God is able to use heathen nations to carry out His purposes against His people, yet He holds those nations in His hand as well, and they are responsible for their own sins.  God’s sovereignty does not exclude blame for sinful actions (Acts 2:23).
2) God punishes unbelievers for their sinful actions and attitudes—10:12-15
a) What will happen?  12 And it shall be when the Sovereign has finished all His (disciplinary) work on Mount Zion and on Jerusalem, “I will punish the fruit of the greatness of the heart of the king of Assyria and the splendor of his haughty eyes,”

b) Why?  because of his high self-esteem and self-confidence which is anti-God—13 because he says, “By the strength of my ( hand I ( have done it, and by my ( wisdom, because I ( have understanding; and I ( have removed the boundaries of peoples, and I ( have plundered their treasures, and like a bull I ( have brought down those who are sitting on thrones.  14 My ( hand has found, like a nest, the wealth of the peoples, and as men gather eggs that have been forsaken, so I ( have gathered all the earth; and there is none that is moving a wing or opening the mouth or chirping.”
i) I.e., it was all easy pickings for someone like me; resisting me was futile
ii) Remember the teaching from Romans 1:19-21.
c) Questions of application—15 Shall the axe glorify itself over the one who is hewing with it?  Or shall the saw magnify itself against him who is wielding it, as if  a rod should wield him who is lifting it, or as if a staff should lift him who is not-wood?
i) How ridiculous and ludicrous, how arrogant and vain.
3) God punishes unbelievers for exalting themselves above God—10:16-19

a) 16 Therefore (because of the vanity and pride of the Assyrians), the Sovereign, Yahweh of hosts, will send (remember the sending of 10:6) among his stout warriors a wasting sickness (2nd Kings 19:35), and under his glory [kabod] a burning [yeqad] will be kindled [yeqod] like the burning [kiqod] of a fire.  17 And the Light of Israel will become a fire, and his Holy One a flame, and it will burn and devour his thorns and briers in one day.  18 And the glory of his (the Assyrian’s) forest and of his fruitful land, both soul and body (i.e. totally), he (God) will destroy, and it will be as when a sick man wastes away.  19 And the remnant of the trees of his forest will be so few that a child can write them down.
i) As we know from the news from out west, fire is indiscriminate in what it burns.
4) God promises to one day restore only a remnant of the northern tribes whom He has punished by the hand of Assyria—10:20-23

a) Repentance—20 And it will be in that day, the remnant of Israel, and the survivors of the house of Jacob, will no longer lean upon him that smote them, but they will lean upon Yahweh, the Holy One of Israel, in truth (not hypocritically).
i) Ahaz had renounced Yahweh to depend upon Assyria for help against the northern tribes.  That attitude will be removed
b) A remnant—21 A remnant will return, the remnant of Jacob, to the Mighty God (El-Gibbor as in 9:6).  22 Even though your people Israel be as the sand of the sea (fulfilling God’s promise to Abraham in Genesis 22:17), only a remnant of them will return; destruction is decreed, overflowing with righteousness (i.e. it will be right for God to bring this invasion by Assyria and then to punish Assyria), 23 because the Sovereign, Yahweh of hosts, will make a full end, as decreed, in the midst of all the land (of Israel).
i) Remember Isaiah’s son Shear-Jashub from 7:3; 8:18

c) This is both a word of warning and a word of hope.
5) God applies these truths of comfort and encouragement concerning the northern tribes of Israel to the southern tribe of Judah—10:24-34

a) 24 Therefore (because of God’s certain decree), thus says the Sovereign, Yahweh of hosts, “O my people, who are dwelling in Zion,…
b) Primary application—be not afraid of the Assyrians when they smite you with the rod, and lift up their staff against you, as did the Egyptians,
i) Why?  Because God will work on their behalf by delivering them from the Assyrians—25 because in a very little while, and my indignation will come to an end, and my anger to their destruction.  26 And Yahweh of hosts will wield against them a scourge, as when he smote Midian at the rock of Oreb (Judges 7:25); and his rod over the sea, and he will lift it as he did in Egypt (Exodus 14:16-31).  27 And it will be in that day that his burden will depart from your shoulder, and his yoke from your neck, and the yoke will be broken because of (Divinely given) fatness.
(1) Reminders of God’s previous work in history on behalf of His people.  
c) God describes the future invasion of Judah by the Assyrians in 701 BC—10:28-34
i) How the Assyrians attacked—10:28-29a 28 He has come to Aiath; he has passed through Migron; at Michmash, he stores his baggage.  29 They have crossed over the pass (meeting no resistance), at Geba they lodge;
ii) The human response of Judah to the attack—10:29b-31 Ramah trembles; Gibeah of Saul is fleeing.  30 Cry aloud, O daughter of Gallim!  Give attention, O Laish!  Answer her, O Anathoth!  31 Madmenah has fled; the ones inhabiting Gebim have sought refuge.
iii) God stops the advance of the Assyrians—10:32 32 This very day he will halt at Nob; he will shake his fist (a gesture of arrogant impotence) at the mount of the daughter of Zion, the hill of Jerusalem.
iv) God’s response to the Assyrian attack—10:33-34

(1) 33 Behold, the Sovereign, Yahweh of hosts, (as opposed to the Assyrian who thinks he can do what he wants) will lop the boughs with terrifying power; the great in height are being hewn down, and the lofty ones will be brought low.  34 He (the Sovereign) will cut down the thickets of the forest with an axe, and Lebanon will fall by the Majestic One.”
6) New Testament use of 10:22-23 is found in Romans 9:27-28
7) Summary and applications

a) Lest we assume God unfair to Assyria, remember that He had sent Jonah to preach to them @ 50 years before this, and granted them repentance.  How quickly they turned away from Him.

b) If we can believe that the events of our lives are in the hands of and under the guidance of a providential Father, then even punishment may result in hope because His purposes are good and His power is unlimited.  (Oswalt, 1:272)
i) This applies to you children as well when your parents discipline you.

Isaiah 11:1-9
1) Isaiah describes the coming King—11:1-5

a) His origin will be humble—11:1  1 And there will come forth a shoot [hoter] from the stump of Jesse, and a branch [netser] will grow fruitful out of his roots.

i) In contrast to the utter devastation of the Assyrians in 10:5-34.
ii) The stump is referred to in Isaiah 6:13.  Deliverance will come out of the southern tribe, though not simply another disappointing descendent of David.  This is a new kind of David.

iii) It would be approximately 600 years before this Branch would rise from the stump; but God’s covenant to David in 2nd Samuel 7 will be fulfilled.
b) His Empowerment is supernatural—11:2  2 And the Spirit [ruach] of Yahweh will rest upon Him,…
i) Similar to King David of old (1st Samuel 16:13).  However, it is not his heritage from the house of David that enables Him; it is the Spirit of Yahweh alone.  David (or any other human king) never possessed all of these traits.
ii) Marked by the following effects of the Spirit: in contrast to the Assyrian ruler—10:13
(1) Skilled discernment—the Spirit of wisdom [hokmah] and understanding [biynah],
(a) Wisdom—the skill of perceiving relationships among elements.

(b) Understanding—the ability to divide a thing into its constituent parts.
(2) Effective strategy—the Spirit of counsel [etsah] and might [geburah],
(a) Cp. with Isaiah 9:6
(3) Absolute loyalty to Yahweh—the Spirit of knowledge [da`ath] and the fear [yir’ah] of Yahweh.

(a) Recognizing His authority and a willingness to submit to it
c) His rule will be marked by…—11:3-5

i) His judgment will not be based on the ordinary sources of knowledge available to all men.  He has the unique ability to know all things.  Absolute justice must be based on absolute knowledge.

ii) Infallible discernment [NB the play on words ruach (11:2) and riach]
(1) 3 And (the Spirit will) cause Him to smell [riach; pleased discernment through smelling] in the fear [yir’ah] of Yahweh,
(2) Smell, not sight—and He will not judge [shaphat] by the sight of His eyes
(a) He knows the hearts.
(3) Smell, not hearing—or make judgment [yakach] by what His ears hear,
(a) He already knows what is in man (John 2:25).
iii) Impartial judgment for the neediest—unlike the wicked rulers of Isaiah’s day (10:1-2)
(1) 4 but he will judge [shaphat] the poor with righteousness [tsedeq],
(2) and make judgment [yakach] for the afflicted of the land with uprightness [mishor];
(3) Because of His empowerment by the Spirit, because of His being God (5:16)
iv) Just punishment—and he will smite the land with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he will kill the wicked one.
(1) Referred to in 2nd Thessalonians 2:8
v) Preparation of character necessary for the struggle—5 And righteousness [tsedeq] will be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness [emunah] the belt around his hips.

(1) Unlike king Solomon—1st Kings 11:1-13

2) Isaiah describes unusual changes of the coming kingdom—11:6-9  [referred to again in Isaiah 65-66]
a) There are three basic ways of interpreting the following verses:

i) Literally—demands a fundamental change in the nature of these animals

(1) Animals did not kill one another before the fall, because Adam’s sin brought death into creation.

ii) Spiritually—demands a fundamental ingenuity of the interpreter

iii) Figuratively—demands an unwillingness to interpret the detailed words God has revealed
b) 6 And the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and the leopard will lie down with the young goat, and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a small (i.e. inexperienced) boy will be herding them.  7 And the heifer and the she-bear will pasture, their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like an ox.
i) Cessation of hostility between normally adversarial kinds of creatures.  Carnivorous predators become herbivores.  A return to the condition of original creation (Romans 8:19-22).
c) 8 And the nursing child will play over the hole of the venomous serpent, and the weaned child will stretch out his hand on the poisonous snakes den.

i) Cessation of normally aggressive or defensive activities toward people, even the most ignorant and helpless of humans.

ii) This was the first enmity in creation (Genesis 3:15).

d) Summary—9 They (all of these predator creatures?) will not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain (Jerusalem),

i) Why?  because the land will be filled with the knowledge of Yahweh as the waters are covering the sea.
(1) This King affects the animal world as well.  All of creation will be affected and live according to God’s will.
3) Summary and applications

a) The God who delays the fulfillment of hope is still worthy of our trust.  He will accomplish His Word in His time.  In retrospect, what is 600 years?
b) This same Christ will judge you and me by wisdom and understanding, counsel and might, by the knowledge and fear of God, and with righteousness and uprightness.  What hope, and yet what trepidation.

i) Even if people misunderstand and misjudge you, He will not.

c) This same Christ will restore all things to the way they were originally intended to be.  What hope!
Isaiah 11:10-12:6

A Future Second Exodus and The Resulting Joy

Introduction:  The events described in this section demand a miraculous divine intervention that is reminiscent of Israel’s deliverance from Egypt in the days of Moses. (Chisolm, p. 46)  The Exodus included mostly unsaved Jews, while this second exodus is the remnant of believing Jews.  Instead of going out under a leader (Moses), the remnant goes to a Leader (Messiah).
(i) External deliverance and reconciliation—11:10-16

b) When?  10 And in that day … 11 And in that day …

i) When Jesus comes to rule as King.

c) Who and what?
(i) Jesus will rally the believing Gentiles—11:10—the Root of Jesse (who is standing as an ensign (a rallying point) to the peoples) [`amim],
(ii) unto Him shall the nations [goyim] seek (with care),
(iii) and His resting place (His palace in Jerusalem) shall be glorious.
ii) Jesus will rally the believing Jews—11:11—the Sovereign…
(1) Will do what?

(i) will extend His hand yet a second time (like the Exodus) to acquire the remnant of His people [`am] which is left from…

1. The two great nations of their day and subsidiaries to them
2. Assyria (E)… from Elam (E), from Shinar (E), from Hamath (N),
3. from Egypt (S), from Pathros (S of Egypt), from Ethiopia (S of Pathros),
iii) Around the Mediterranean—and from the coastlands of the sea (W).

(1) Restated—three actions

(2) 12 And He will raise an ensign for the nations [goyim],
(3) and He will gather the banished ones of Israel (the northern tribes),
(4) and He will collect the dispersed ones of Judah (the southern tribes) from the four corners of the earth (described in 11:11).
iv) What else will happen?

d) Reconciliation within the nation—11:13-14

(i) Unity based on peace—13 The jealousy of Ephraim shall depart, and those who are hostile in (or perhaps to) Judah shall be cut off; Ephraim shall not be jealous of Judah, and Judah shall not harass Ephraim.
e) This animosity was longstanding, in the times of the Judges (Judges 8:1; 12:1,etc.) continuing in David’s day (2nd Samuel 2:10; 1st Kings 12:20)
(i) Common cause of peace—14 But they shall swoop down upon the shoulder of the Philistines in the west; together they shall plunder the sons of the East—they shall put forth their hand against Edom and Moab, and the Ammonites shall obey them.

f) Reclamation on behalf of the nation—11:15-16

(1) What will he do?

(a) Provide access from the south—15 And Yahweh will utterly destroy the tongue of the Sea of Egypt,

g) Provide access from the east—and He will wave His hand over the (Euphrates) River with His scorching wind, and strike it into seven channels, and cause men to cross in sandals (i.e. no need to take off your shoes).
(1) What will be the result?
h) 16 And there will be a highway for the remnant of His people [`am] which is left from Assyria,
(i) as there was for Israel when they came up from the land of Egypt.

2) 12:1 And in that day … (NB the similarities to the Song of Moses in Exodus 15
· NB the distinction between singular and plural in 12:1 & 12:3-4

(i) What will happen to them individually?—12:1-2  They will recognize God’s gracious compassion and express their confidence in Him
ii) You (singular) will say,
b) “I will praise You, O Yahweh,
(i) because (although?) You were angry with me; (is sin serious?)
(ii) Your anger has turned away (having been satisfied)
(b) and You did comfort me. (by words and actions)
(i) The how of this is not addressed further until Isaiah 40-55.

(c) We know that redemption results in praise.
(2) 2 Behold, God is my salvation, I will trust and not tremble in fear,
(a) because…
(i) Yah Yahweh is my strength (the source of my protection; they have abandoned all other trust) and my song (the subject of my praise),
c) and He has become my salvation.”
1. Not merely that He saves; but that He is salvation
ii) What will happen to them corporately?—12:3-6

iii) 3 You pl will draw water (for others) with joy from the wells of salvation,

(1) You will delight that Gentiles worship your God.
iv) 4 and in that day youpl (plural) will say, (7 commands concerning a public call to worship their Sovereign God)
(1) ( “Praise to Yahweh, ( call (or “proclaim”) in His name, ( make known among the peoples [`amim] His wondrous deeds, ( cause to remember that His name is exalted.  5 ( Sing of Yahweh, because He has done gloriously; let this be made known in all the earth.  6 ( Cry out and ( shout (for joy), O ones dwelling in Zion, because great in your midst (in Jerusalem) is the Holy One of Israel.
d) Summary and applications

e) “Short of God’s glory established and manifested on the earth, no saint should ever rest….Least of all should we rest satisfied with anything but Christ exalted over the universe to God’s glory.” (Kelly, p. 151)
f) How consistent with the teaching of the Spirit through Moses (Deuteronomy 30:1-10), Ezekiel (37:21-22), Zechariah (8:7-8), and Jesus (Luke 13:22-30).
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