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Hebrews 9:1-10

Introduction: The writer contrasts the ministry of the old covenant (9:1-10) with the ministry of Christ and the new covenant (9:11-22).  We will focus on the first part today.  Is the old ministry something these people really want to retain?

1) The sanctuary described—1 Therefore,…—9:1-5

· Beware of those who symbolize, spiritualize, and use typology for the various items of the tabernacle.  They have no Biblical basis to do such a thing.

a) on the one hand [me,n],

i) even the first (covenant) had [imperf. act. ind.] regulations of service and the earthly sanctuary,

(1) They were not left to themselves to be creative, but rather to follow God’s design.

(2) This section pertains to the original tabernacle, not Herod’s temple.

(3) The tabernacle was earthly/worldly in comparison to the heavenly temple (8:1-2)

ii) 2 because a tent was prepared [aor. pass. ind.], the first in which were…

(1) the lampstand—located on the left (south) side; because there were no windows

(2) and the table and the bread of the presence—located on the right (north) side

iii) It is called [pres. pass. ind.] the Holies.

b) 3 Now, on the other hand [de,], behind the second veil there was a tent…

i) which is called [pres. pass. ptc.] the Holy of Holies,

ii) 4 having [pres. act. ptc.] a golden altar of incense

(1) Some translations choose to use the word “censer” here based on the Latin Vulgate.  The Greek word simply refers to a place or vessel for burning incense.

(2) This was actually in front of (not behind) the veil, but was recognized in status as belonging to the inner place, thus the verb “having” and not “having inside it”.  See Leviticus 16:12, 13.

iii) and the box of the covenant covered [perf. pass. ptc.] on all sides with gold,

(1) in which…

(a) was a golden jar having [pres. act. ptc.] the manna,

(b) and Aaron’s staff which had budded [aor. act. ptc.],

(c) and the tablets of the covenant;

(2) 5 and, above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing [pres. act. ptc.] the mercy seat/place of propitiation;

iv) concerning these things it is [pres. act. ind.] not now to speak [pres. act. inf.] in detail.

2) The rituals described—6 Now when these things have been prepared [perf. pass. ptc.] in this way,…—9:6-7

a) Done by normal priests—into the first tent, on the one hand [me,n],

i) the priests are entering [pres. act. ind.] at all times,

ii) completing [pres. act. ptc.] the services;

(1) Maintaining the lampstand, replacing the bread, adding incense to the altar, etc.

iii) NB, many limited people went in but they only went in a limited distance.

b) Done by the high priest—7 but on the other hand [de,], into the second,

i) once a year,—as opposed to at all times

(1) Though he entered in twice on that one day (Leviticus 16:12, 15)

ii) only the high priest,—as opposed to plurality of priests

iii) not without blood,

(1) which he is offering [pres. act. ind.]

(a) on behalf of [u`pe,r] himself

(b) and the ignorances (unintentional sins) of the people.

(i) Compared with those sins which were deliberate and in rebellious defiance of God and His Word.

(ii) But these sins of ignorance were still serious before God.

iv) NB, a limited man went in all the way, but only for a limited time and in a limited manner.  He went in by the lifeblood of another.

3) Application of the limited access to God’s presence—8 The Holy Spirit is making this clear [pres. act. ptc.]: the way into the Holies has not yet been manifested [perf. pass. inf.] while the first tent was still having [pres. act. ptc.] a standing,

a) 9 which (tabernacle) is an illustration for the present [perf. act. ptc.] time.

b) Accordingly both gifts and sacrifices are being offered [pres. pass. ind.],

i) The problem of the conscience—which are not able [pres. dep. ptc.] to make the one serving [pres. act. ptc.] complete [aor. act. inf.] in conscience,

(1) Every person has a conscience that, when Biblically reproved, is aware of God’s wrath against its sinfulness.  That awakened conscience cannot be completed apart from the blood and righteousness of Jesus Christ.

ii) The problem of the temporary, external regulations—10 only—in the matter of foods and drinks and various washings and regulations of the flesh (not the heart)—until a time of setting things right (which were out of line) is imposed [pres. dep. ptc.].

(1) Imposed at Christ’s death on the cross.

4) Summary and applications

a) For the readers to go back to Judaism is to return to a system with limited access to God.

i) Limited in time—once a year

ii) Limited in persons—one high priest

iii) Limited in duration—only for part of one day

iv) Limited in application—only for the sins of ignorance, not the willful sins

v) Limited in effectiveness—not able to complete one’s conscience

(1) This was really the root issue.

b) What is the condition of your conscience before God today?  How will you seek to have it brought to completion?

Hebrews 9:11-22

Introduction: The writer of Hebrews shifts his focus from the superior tabernacle Christ now serves in to the superior sacrifice Christ offered.  He will continue this on into chapter 10.

1) 11 But Christ… 12 entered into [aor. act. ind.] the Holies once for all (not repeatedly), having obtained [aor. mid. ptc.] eternal redemption.

· Redemption always implies bondage from which one cannot extract himself.

· Christ first obtained eternal redemption on the cross, then He entered the Holies in heaven

a) Parenthetical explanation on Christ’s entrance into the Holies—9:11-12

i) (having arrived [aor. dep. ptc.] as high priest of the good things that are coming (not all of the promises of the New Covenant have been fulfilled) [pres. act. ptc.],

(1) through (by means of) the greater and more complete tent, not made by hands, that is [pres. act. ind.], not of this creation,

(2) Negatively—12 nor through (dia, by means of) the blood of goats (for the people) and calves (for the high priest and his family),

(3) Positively—but through (dia, by means of) his own blood)

(a) He is both High Priest and the offered sacrifice

b) Explanation on the blood—9:13-14

i) External cleansing—13 Because if [1st class condition] the blood of bulls (for the high priest) and goats (for the people) and the ashes of a heifer (for those contaminated by contact or close proximity to a dead body), while sprinkling [pres. act. ptc.] the defiled ones [perf. pass. ptc.], sanctifies [pres. act. ind.] for the cleansing of the flesh,

(1) This sanctification qualified people for worshipping God once again.

ii) Internal cleansing—14 how much more will the blood of the Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered [aor. act. ind.] himself unblemished to God (the Father), cleanse [fut. act. ind.] yourpl conscience from dead works to serve [pres. act. inf.] (in a religious sense) the living [pres. act. ptc.] God?

(1) NB the Tri-unity of God here.  It was the Father’s justice that was offended by sin, so Christ willingly offered Himself by the Holy Spirit to satisfy that justice.

(2) His description of the “living God” is in contrast to the “dead works.”

(a) These works are dead because they are produced by the spiritually dead.

(b) These works are dead because they produce nothing living.

(c) These works are dead because they lead to death.

(3) Every defiled person was made common, excluded from the privilege of drawing near to God in worship.  Cleansing restored his right to approach God.  Your conscience is the seat of the guilt of your sin.  Unless it is cleansed, you will not approach God.  Christ died to remove this guilt.

2) Christ as the mediator of the new covenant—15 And for this reason (because He entered the Holies having obtained eternal redemption by offering Himself) he is [pres. act. ind.] mediator of a new covenant, so that, since a death (Christ’s) has occurred [aor. dep. ptc.] for the redemption of the transgressions under the first covenant, those who are the called [perf. pass. ptc.] may receive [aor. act. subj.] the promise of the eternal inheritance.

· NB, Christ’s death effectively redeemed “the called,” believers living before the Cross.

a) Illustration of death’s relationship to a covenant from the legal realm—16 Because where a covenant is, it is a necessity for the death of the one having made the covenant [aor. mid. ptc.] to be brought forth [pres. pass. inf.].

i) 17 Because a covenant takes effect upon death, since it is never in force [pres. act. ind.] while the one having made [aor. mid. ptc.] the covenant is living [pres. act. ind.].

ii) Proof of the death of the one who made the will must be demonstrated before the will takes effect.

b) Illustration of death’s relationship to a covenant from the OT—18 Consequently, not even the first was inaugurated [perf. pass. ind.] apart from blood.

i) 19 Because after every commandment had been spoken [aor. pass. ptc.] according to the Law by Moses to all the people,

(1) having taken [aor. act. ptc.] the blood of the calves and goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop (related to oregano/marjoram), he sprinkled [aor. act. ind.] both the book itself and all the people, 20 saying [pres. act. ptc.], “This is the blood of the covenant which God gave orders [aor. dep. ind.] to youpl.” [Exodus 24:8]

(2) 21 And in the same way he sprinkled [aor. act. ind.] with blood both the tent and all the utensils of service. [later in Exodus 40]

ii) 22 And under the Law nearly everything is cleansed [pres. pass. ind.] by blood, and apart from blood-shedding there takes place [pres. dep. ind.] no cancellation of guilt.

(1) Why was not everything cleansed by blood?  Remember the grain offerings.  Also, some things were cleansed by water and others by fire.

3) Summary and applications

a) Remember our need for redemption and the purifying of our conscience.

i) We are conceived in spiritual bondage, and live our life in bondage.

b) Remember God’s provision for redemption and the purifying of our conscience.

i) It wasn’t just Christ’s blood that was necessary, but Christ’s death.

Hebrews 9:23-28

1) Comparing Christ’s sacrifice to Jewish sacrifices—23 Therefore (ou;n) it is necessary (not merely convenient; there was no other way) …—9:23-26

a) Earthly sacrifices—on the one hand [me,n] for the copies of the things in heaven to be cleansed [pres. pass. inf.] by these things (i.e. blood, water, wool, hyssop, etc. 9:19),

b) Heavenly sacrifices—but on the other hand [de,] the heavenly things (to be cleansed) with better sacrifices (a generic plural) than these,

· Why did heavenly things need cleansing?  Because God’s holy wrath and justice were violated and His righteousness offended.

i) Better because of the location of Christ’s work—24 because [ga,r]…

(1) Negatively—Christ did not enter [aor. act. ind.] into holies made by hands, antitypes (copies) of the true ones,

(a) I.e., Herod’s temple or any man-made tabernacle because He was of the wrong tribe.

(2) Positively—but into heaven itself, now to appear [aor. pass. inf.] in the presence (actual, not representational presence) of God on behalf of [u`per] us;

(a) We are not worthy in ourselves to stand before God and plead our case because we are sinful.

(b) We are not present to stand before God and plead our case because we are earthly.

ii) Better because of the frequency of Christ’s work—9:25-26

(1) Negatively—25 nor was it that he should offer [pres. act. subj.] himself often,

(a) even as the high priest is entering [pres. dep. ind.] into the holies every year by another’s (non-cooperating, non-comprehending animals) blood.

(b) 26 Otherwise it would have been necessary [imperf. act. ind.] for him to suffer [aor. act. inf.] often from the foundation of the world (because of the sin of Adam and Eve)

(2) Positively—but now once (for all) at the completion of the ages (compared with creation) he has appeared (made manifest) [perf. pass. ind.; never to be repeated]

(a) Why?  to [eivj] annul (legally remove, refuse to recognize the legal validity; see Hebrews 7:18 in reference to the Law) sin

(i) The legal guilt and thus the penalty of our sins have been removed by the blood of Christ.

(ii) The power of our sins is being removed by the blood of Christ.

(iii) The pleasure of our sins is being removed by the blood of Christ.

(iv) The presence of our sins will be removed by the blood of Christ.

(b) How?  through the sacrifice of himself.

(i) Not animal blood

(3) The Eternal High-Priest offered an eternally sufficient sacrifice.

2) Comparing Christ’s death to common death—9:27-28

a) The necessity of human death followed by future judgment—27 And just as it is appointed (by God) [pres. dep. id.] for people to die [aor. act. inf.] once and after this (is appointed) judgment,…

i) Dying is not your final act.  You will give an account to God after your physical death.  Physical death, however, is ends your opportunities for reconciliation with God.

ii) For the believer there is hope; you may only die once!

b) The necessity of Christ’s death followed by future appearance—28 in this way also the Christ … will appear (will be seen by) [fut. pass. ind.]… to those eagerly awaiting [pres. dep. ptc.] him,

i) Description of His first appearance

(1) having been offered [aor. pass. ptc.] once (for all) to bear [aor. act. inf.; to take upon Himself the penalty for the guilt of] the sins of the many

(a) Not merely of a few, but many!  See Isaiah 53:12 and 1st Peter 2:24.

ii) Three-fold description of His second appearance

· Similar to the Jewish high priest emerging from the Holy of Holies to demonstrate that the sacrifice had been accepted.

(1) a second time…

(a) He has already come once for the cross.

(2) apart from sin…

(a) Sin has already been addressed at the cross (9:26).  He did all He should do and all He could do for our sins.

(3) unto (future) salvation…

(a) Salvation, not just from our sins, but from sin itself and all its corresponding corruptions, for those who are characterized by eagerly awaiting Him.

(b) We are not waiting for the judgment of believers.  We eagerly await Him for the promised salvation.

(c) “All true believers do live in a waiting, longing expectation of the coming of the Christ.  It is one of the most distinguishing characters of a sincere believer to do so.” (John Owen, p. 417)

3) Summary and applications

a) “Christ has once for all stepped forth from the mysterious background of the divine counsels on the stage of this world’s history, in order to perform one sacrifice, by which, without any repetition or addition to it, He has once and for ever put away the condemning power of repented and forgiven sin.” (Delitzsch, vol. 2, p. 133)

b) Thus, there is no reason to go back to Judaism.  All that could ever be done for your sins has been done.  Trust God that what He did was right.

Hebrews 10:1-18

The emphasis of the once-for-all sacrifice of Christ

1) The inability of the Law to bring about completion—10:1-10 

a) The reason stated—1 For [ga,r] the Law (while having [pres. act. ptc.] a shadow of the coming [pres. act. ptc.] good things, not the form itself of the things) is never able [pres. dep. ind.], by the same sacrifices that are continually offered [pres. act. ind.] annually, to make complete [aor. act. inf.] the ones approaching [pres. dep. ptc.].

b) A rhetorical question addressing the inability of the Law—2 Otherwise, would they not have ceased [aor. mid. ind.] being offered [pres. pass. ptc.], because [dia,] the worshippers [pres. act. ptc.], having once been cleansed [perf. pass. ptc.], would no longer have [pres. act. inf.] had consciousness of sins?

i) Assumes an answer of “yes.”

c) The inability of the Law’s repeated sacrifices restated—3 But [avlla,] in these (repeated animal sacrifices) there is a remembrance of sins annually, 4 because [ga,r] the blood of bulls and goats (Day of Atonement sacrifices) is not able to take away [pres. act. inf.] sins.

d) The inability of the Law’s proven from the Psalms—5 Therefore [dio,], when he enters [pres. dep. ptc.] into the world (the whole incarnation), he says [pres. act. ind.], [see Psalm 40:6-8]

i) The quote—“Sacrifice and offering you have not desired [aor. act. ind.], but [de,] a body you have prepared [aor. mid. ind.] for me; 6 in whole burnt offerings and concerning sin you have not taken pleasure [aor. act. ind.].”  7 “Then I said [aor. act. ind.], ‘Behold [aor. mid. impv.], I have come [pres. act. ind.]—in the scroll of the book it is written [perf. pass. ind.] concerning me—to do [aor. act. inf.] your desire, O God.’”

(1) From the LXX “a body you have prepared for me,” not the Hebrew expression “you have opened my ears.”  The LXX paraphrases the Hebrew.

(2) The Father willed to provide a body for the Son through the Holy Spirit (Luke 1:35).  It is through this body that the Son can surrender Himself to the Father on our behalf.

ii) Interpretation of the quote—8 When he said [pres act. ptc.] above, “Sacrifices and offerings and whole burnt offerings and concerning sin you have not desired [aor. act. ind.], nor have you taken pleasure [aor. act. ind.]”—which are being offered [pres. pass. ind.] according to the Law—9 then he said [perf. act. ind.], “Behold [aor. mid. impv.], I have come [pres. act. ind.] to do [aor. act. inf.], O God, your desire.”

(1) Contrast of sacrifices—He abolishes [pres. act. ind.] the first (i.e. sacrifices under the Law) in order that [i`na] he may establish [aor. act. subj.] the second. (i.e. Christ’s sacrifice in obedience to the Father’s desire)

(a) There is no possible compromise.  They each exclude the other.

(2) Contrast of sanctification—10 By this desire (of God the Father) we are having been sanctified [perf. pass. ptc. + pres. act. ind.] (and yet see present tense of 10:14) through [dia,] the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

(a) Biblical Christianity is unique among all religions because we believe one great event brings salvation throughout the centuries and through the world.

2) Comparison and contrast between Levitical priests and Christ—11 And…—10:11-14

a) on the one hand [me,n] every priest,

i) stands [perf. act. ind.] daily

(1) while ministering [pres. act. ptc.]

(2) and while offering [pres. act. ptc.]

ii) the same sacrifices frequently,

iii) which are never able [pres. dep. ind.] to remove [aor. act. inf.] sins,

b) 12 but on the other hand [de,] he, (singular priest instead of many)

i) When?  after he offered [aor. act. ptc.] one sacrifice on behalf of [u`per] sins for all time,

(1) Singular sacrifice instead of plural.

ii) Did what?  sat down [aor. act. ind.] (not standing) at the right hand of God, 

(1) 13 while waiting [pres. dep. ptc.] from that time until his enemies be made [aor. pass. subj.] a footstool for his feet,

(a) This hasn’t happened yet, but it’s coming!  Alludes to Psalm 110:1

(b) This gives His enemies time to repent.

(2) Jesus sitting down does not imply inactivity (see Hebrews 2:18; 7:25).

iii) Why?  14 because [ga,r] by one offering he has made complete [perf. act. ind.] for all time the ones who are being sanctified [pres. act. ptc.].

(1) What the OT sacrifices were unable to do (remember 10:1)

3) 15 Now, the Holy Spirit (NB, the Spirit’s role in inspiration) is also testifying [pres. act. ind.] to us,

a) because [ga,r] after saying beforehand [perf. act. inf.] (see Jeremiah 31:31-34), 16 “This is the covenant that I will covenant [fut. dep. ind.] with them after those days, says [pres. act. ind.] the Lord: when I put [pres. act. ptc.] my laws upon their hearts, upon their minds I will also engrave [fut. act. ind.] them,

b) 17 … and their sins and their lawlessnesses I will not in any way [double negative ouv mh,] remember [aor. pass. subj.] any longer.”

c) 18 Now, where there is forgiveness of these things (sins and lawlessnesses), there is no longer an offering concerning [peri,] sin.

i) Nothing more can or should be done; sin has been removed forever by the singular sacrifice of Christ.

4) Summary and applications

a) We ought to acknowledge the grace, wisdom, and power of God the Father to accomplish this sacrifice on our behalf.

i) To return to any system of sacrifice other than Christ’s is to be a traitor to Him.

b) We ought to make much of Christ for His willingness to fulfill the will of the Father.

c) We ought to acknowledge the accuracy of the Spirit’s work in precisely revealing the Word.

Hebrews 10:19-25

Christian duties in light of Christian privileges

1) What are the privileges we possess?  19 Therefore [ou=n], brothers (genuine believers only), since we have [pres. act. ptc.] …—10:19-21

a) Privilege # 1—the right to enter—confidence (not arrogance, but boldness and freedom)

i) To do what?  to enter into the holies (in heaven) by the blood of Jesus,

(1) The OT people were forbidden to enter the holies on earth.

(2) We also were forbidden to enter because of our sin.

ii) How are we to enter?  20 by a fresh and living [pres. act. ptc.] way which he initiated [aor. act. ind.] for us through the veil, that is [pres. act. ind.], his flesh,

(1) His body on the cross is a curtain to unbelievers, but a way into the holies for believers.

(2) The way is living because Jesus is living.  When He dies, your access to the Father ends, which of course will never happen!

b) Privilege # 2—the means to enter—21 and a great priest over the house of God,

i) Remember Hebrews 4:14-7:28

2) What are the duties we are to be doing in light of these privileges?—10:22-25

a) Worship in light of the past—22 let us be approaching [pres. dep. subj.] …

· Remembers Hebrews 4:16

i) What is the qualification for drawing near?—with a genuine (sincere) heart

ii) What is the manner in which we are to be drawing near?—in full assurance of faith,

(1) The full satisfaction of our souls and consciences concerning the exclusive reality and sufficiency of Christ’s work on the cross.

iii) What is the preparation for drawing near?  NB these are both past tense and passive; after these things are done to us, not things we are to do ourselves.

(1) having our hearts sprinkled [perf. pass. ptc.] from an evil conscience

(a) As the Levitical priests sprinkled blood on things to cleanse them, so too your heart has been cleansed at the moment of salvation—Hebrews 9:14.

(2) and having our bodies washed [perf. pass. ptc.] with clean water.

(a) As the high priest took a bath before entering the Holy of Holies, so you too are prepared and qualified (by God’s grace) to approach.

b) Cling in light of the future—23 Let us be holding fast [pres. act. subj.] …

i) To what?

(1) the acknowledgment (confession) of hope—remember Hebrews 4:14

ii) How?  without wavering,

(1) The Greek phrasing communicates a consistent perseverance in this matter, which was exactly the temptation they faced: to waver amidst opposition.

(2) The Christian life is a confession of hope for the present and the future, not a confession of despair.

iii) Why?  because [ga,r] he who promised [aor. dep. ptc.] is faithful;

(1) Our hope is rooted in the reliable character of the God who promised!

c) Consider in light of the present—24 and let us be considering [pres. act. subj.] …

· This demands diligent mental effort on our part (remember Hebrews 3:1)

i) Who?

(1) one another—not unbelievers

ii) About what?

(1) to the incitement of love [avga,ph]

(a) Selflessness in thought and action.

(2) to the incitement of good [kalo,j, not avgaqo,j] works

(a) Those works which meet the high standards of appropriateness and are worthy of praise.

iii) How?

(1) Negatively—25 while not abandoning [pres. act. ptc.] the gathering of ourselves, as is the habit of some,

(a) If you don’t gather, you will waver, and perhaps cause others to waver too.

(b) Unconcern for the well-being of the body is symptomatic of self-centeredness and breeds a spirit of isolationism.  Disobedience in this area of life is symptomatic of disobedience in other areas of life.

(c) People may not gather with a congregation because of their view of God:

(i) Unbelief in God’s goodness/kindness, faithfulness, authority, etc.

(2) Positively—but [avlla,] while encouraging [pres. act. ptc.],

(a) and all the more, as much as youpl are seeing [pres. act. ind.] the day drawing near [pres. act. ptc.].

(b) We all need encouragement not to waver

(c) What day is drawing near?

(i) Not so much the destruction of Jerusalem, for then this verse would mean very little to any believers after that event.  It most likely refers to the future Day of the Lord.

iv) Practically, how should we consider one another? (based on Gill, p. 448-449)

(1) As redeemed humans—we share the same grace of God

(2) As weak redeemed humans—we are all liable to temptation and failure

(3) As unique redeemed humans—we may be tempted differently than others

(4) As united redeemed humans—we share the same congregation

(5) As suffering redeemed humans—we all struggle with some affliction

3) Summary and applications

a) You won’t worship God if you don’t trust God.

i) Genuine faith is worship.

b) You won’t hope in God if you don’t acknowledge His reliability.

i) His Word is based on His character.

c) You won’t obey God’s command to love if you don’t frequently associate with other believers.

i) Love can only be done with others, not in isolation.

ii) You not only hinder your own growth but the growth of others as well.

Hebrews 10:26-31

The Consequences of Disobeying the commands of Hebrews 10:19-25

1) The nature of the sin—10:26-27

a) To whom is he speaking?  Genuine believers

i) NB: “brothers”—10:19; “we”—10:26, 30; “sanctified”—10:29 (compare 10:10, 14); “His people”—10:30; “enlightened”—10:32; genuine Christian behaviors—10:32-34; “confidence”—10:35; “receive the promise”—10:36

b) The sin itself—10:26a  26 Because [ga,r]…

i) What?  while we are sinning [pres. act. ptc.] intentionally

ii) When?  after the receiving of [aor. act. inf.] the knowledge [evpi,gnwsij] of the truth,

c) The consequence—10:26b

i) there no longer remains [pres. pass. ind.] a sacrifice concerning sins,

(1) Because Christ already made the payment for your sins, and you are rejecting the only One who can remove your sins for you.  You remove yourself from the only means of forgiveness and reconciliation.

d) The punishment—10:27  27 but [de,]… two things are to be expected:

i) a frightening expectation of judgment

(1) It is intentionally left non-specific in detail.

ii) and a fury of fire (fiery anger) about [pres. act. ptc.] to consume [pres. act. inf.] the adversaries.

(1) There is no neutral ground here.

2) A comparison of God’s dealing with sin under the Old and New Covenant—10:28-30

a) Under the inferior Old Covenant—10:28

i) The sin—28 Anyone after having rejected [aor. act. ptc.] (to consider null/void) the Law of Moses

(1) Pertains to spiritual infidelity towards God.  The “sin with a high hand” referred to in Numbers 15:29-31.

ii) The punishment—dies [pres. act. ind.] without compassions

(1) There was no sacrifice under the Law for this deliberate sin; only punishment.

iii) The witnesses—based upon two or three witnesses. [see Deuteronomy 17:2-6]

b) Under the superior New Covenant—10:29

i) The punishment—29 How much worse punishment do youpl suppose [pres act. ind.] he will deserve [fut. pass. ind.]?—

ii) The sin—a 3-fold indictment against him

(1) Scornful despising of the person of Christ—the one who has trampled underfoot [aor. act. ptc.] the Son of God,

(a) To insult with ruthless contempt.

(2) Deliberate disparaging of the work of Christ—and has regarded [aor. dep. ptc.] as common (unclean, unacceptable) the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified [aor. pass. ind.],

(a) NB the play on words “common” and “sanctified.”

(b) To treat as ordinary.

(i) Remember the issue of the Lord’s Supper and remembering Christ’s death (1st Corinthians 11:25).

(3) Arrogant disregarding of the Spirit of Christ—and has treated with insolence [aor. act. ptc.] the Spirit of grace.

(a) After receiving His gracious blessings.

(b) To treat as bothersome.

iii) Conclusion based on the authority of God’s revealed Word:

(1) 30 Because [ga,r] we know [perf. act. ind.] him (we cannot plead ignorance) who said [aor. act. ptc.], “Vengeance is mine, I will repay [fut. act. ind.].” [see Deuteronomy 32:35]

(a) The God of grace and mercy is also a God of holiness and justice.

(i) A right judgment of the true nature of sin can only be made with proper consideration of the true nature of God, against whom the sin is committed.

(b) Emphasis on:

(i) The sovereign prerogative of God’s vengeance.  All sin is against God; therefore God is the one to punish sin.

(ii) The certainty of God’s vengeance.

(2) And again, “The Lord will judge [pres. act. ind.] (evaluate) his people.” [Deuteronomy 32:36]

(a) Emphasis on God’s unavoidable evaluation of His people.

c) Overriding principle to remember

i) 31 It is a frightening thing to fall [aor. act. inf.] into the hands of the living [pres. act. ptc.] God.

(1) To “fall into the hands” of someone is to come under their authority and be incapable of further resistance. (Kent, p. 208)

(2) Deliberate rebellion against the living God, not a dead sacrifice, idol, or statue. 

3) Summary and applications

a) If we are to take sin seriously, we must first take God and His Word seriously.

i) Remember Isaiah 66:2.

b) If we are to avoid this type of sin, we must show due diligence in the basic duties of the Christian walk.

i) Remember 2nd Peter 1:5-10

c) If the original readers were to avoid this type of sin, they needed to pay attention to the contextual solution as found in Hebrews 10:32-39.

Hebrews 10:32-39

The Solution to Potential Destruction

Introduction: In this section, the author gives us 2 commands, followed by his powerful conclusion of this theme.
1) Command # 1—10:32-34—32 But remember [pres. mid. impv.] the former days…

a) Remember what?  when, …youpl endured [aor. act. ind.] a great challenge [a;qlhsij, our word “athletic”] of suffering—

i) When did the suffering take place?

(1) after youpl were enlightened [aor. pass. ptc.],

(a) After the first bloom of their initial salvation

ii) What kind of suffering?—10:33

(1) Firsthand suffering—33 on this hand [me,n] being publicly exposed [pres. pass. ptc. of qeatri,zw our word “theater”] to… [cp. 1st Corinthians 4:9]
(a) verbal abuse

(b) and pressures,

(c) But not to the point of shedding blood—Hebrews 12:4
(i) See Acts 12:2—remember James’s death in Jerusalem
(2) Secondhand suffering—and on the other hand [de,] having become [aor. dep. ptc.] partners with those who were treated [pres. pass. ptc.] in this way—

(a) Identifying with prisoners was a risky act.  Commitment to Christ involves a commitment to Christ’s followers (Hebrews 10:24-25)
iii) The reason for the suffering—34 because…

(1) Keeping other believers in proper focus—youpl sympathized [aor. act. ind.] with the prisoners,

(a) Loyalty to and identification with other believers (remember 10:24, 25).

(2) Keeping material possessions in proper focus—and youpl accepted [aor. dep. ind.] joyfully the plundering of yourpl possessions [pres. act. ptc.],

(a) (while) knowing [pres. act. ptc.] you yourselves to have [pres. act. inf.]…

(i) a better possession

(ii) and an enduring [pres. act. ptc.] one in heaven.

1. One that cannot be stolen from you (Matthew 6:19-20)

(3) In other words, you have obeyed the commands of 10:19-25 already past times.

2) Command # 2—10:35-37—35 Therefore [ou=n], youpl should not (begin to) throw away [aor. act. subj.]…

a) Don’t throw away what?—yourpl confidence,

i) which has [pres. act. ind.] a great reward,

(1) Why would you recklessly and deliberately throw away something of great value?

(2) In other words, if you abandon the struggle, you abandon the reward.

b) Solution to not throwing your confidence away—36 because [ga,r] youpl have [pres. act. ind.] need of …

i) They needed what?  endurance [u`pomonh,],

(1) What is endurance? It is the spirit that can bear things not with resignation but with hope; it is not the spirit that sits statically enduring in one place, but rather the spirit that remains under the burden of adverse circumstances because it knows that these things are leading to the goal of glory.

(a) Biblical Christianity is no “flash in the pan.”  This endurance is an absolute necessity, not merely a desirable trait.

ii) Why did they need endurance?  in order that [i[na] …youpl may obtain [aor. mid. subj.] the promise.

(1) What is the promise?  Seeing Jesus Christ and experiencing complete salvation.

(2) When will they obtain the promise?  after youpl have done [aor. act. ptc.] the desire [qe,lhma] of God,

(a) To give up the struggle is also to give up doing the will of God.

(b) Remember the example of Christ—Hebrews 10:5-10

(3) Reminder from Scripture—37 For [ga,r] yet a very little while, and “the Coming One [pres. dep. ptc.] will arrive [fut. act. ind.], and will not delay [fut. act. ind.].”
(a) See Habakkuk 2:3

iii) This sets the stage for Hebrews 11.

3) Concluding statement—10:38-39—38 Now [de,] the righteous one will live [fut. dep. ind.] by faith; [see Habakkuk 2:4]
a) The main point—The person God declares and accepts as righteous will live by faith.

b) An uncertain situation—and if [3rd class conditional—focus on uncertainty] he (the righteous one) should shrink back [aor. mid. subj.],

i) God’s evaluation—my soul is not well-pleased [pres. act. ind.] with him.”

(1) Why?  Because God delights in those who trust in Him—Psalm 147:10-11
(2) This is restated in Hebrews 11:6—without faith it is impossible to please Him

c) A confident expectation—10:39

i) 39 But [de,] we [emphatic] are [pres. act. ind.]…

(1) Negatively—not of shrinking back (hesitancy, timidity, furling/lowering the sails) unto destruction,

(a) Note Paul’s good example of not shrinking back—Acts 20:20, 27

(b) Note Peter’s bad example of shrinking back—Galatians 2:12

(c) Describing a person who runs to a fortress of his own making.  Remember the thought of Hebrews 3:12-15.
(2) Positively—but [avlla,] of faith unto the preserving (gaining possession) of the soul.

(a) The opposite of spiritual destruction.

(b) Same concept in 1st Thessalonians 5:9 and 2nd Thessalonians 2:14

(c) The physical possessions lost before are nothing to be compared with this possession!
(d) Remember the words of Christ in Luke 9:24-25.
4) Summary and applications

a) General principles
i) Like people who want to be “weekend warriors” but who don’t want to go to actual war, so too are some Christians. You can’t have it both ways.
ii) We need to be stimulated by:

(1) The remembrance of the past of God in our lives

(2) The nearness of the future reward from God

(3) The prospect of God’s displeasure

b) Specific applications
i) Confidence is rooted in endurance.  You need to endure in order to have confidence.

ii) Endurance is rooted in faith.  You need to believe in order to endure.

iii) Faith is rooted in spiritual knowledge.  You need to know in order to believe.
iv) Spiritual knowledge is rooted in enlightenment by the Spirit of God.  You need to be enlightened by the Spirit in order to know the things of God.



