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Excursus on Genuine Faith

Introduction:  What should this faith look like that the writer of Hebrews expects from his readers?

1) Psalm 46:1-

a) Trusting God when creation is in turmoil—46:1-3

i) 1 Elohim is to us a refuge and strength, a help in tight places He has been found abundantly.

(1) 2 Therefore, we will not fear…

(a) though the earth change
(b) and though the mountains totter into the heart of the sea,

(c) 3 though its waters roar and foam,

(d) though the mountains quake at rising up.

b) Trusting God when politics are in turmoil—46:4-7

i) 4 There is a river whose streams gladden the city of Elohim, the holy dwelling places of Elyon (the Most High).

ii) 5 Elohim is in her (the city’s) midst, she (the city) will not totter (like the mountains in v. 2); Elohim will help her (the city) to turn the morning (at daybreak).

iii) 6 The nations roared (like the waters in v. 3), the kingdoms totter (like the mountains in v. 2); He utters his voice, the earth melts.

iv) 7 YHWH Tsebaoth is with us; Elohim of Jacob is to us a stronghold.

c) —46:8-11

i) 8 Come, see the works of YHWH,

(1) who has placed desolations (a result of Divine judgment) in the earth.

(2) 9 He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;

(3) He shatters a bow and cuts off a spear;

(4) He burns chariots with the fire.

ii) 10 Be still (let it go) and know that I am Elohim.

(1) I will be exalted among the nations (that roared in v. 6)

(2) I will be exalted in the earth.

iii) 11 YHWH Tsebaoth is with us; Elohim of Jacob is to us a stronghold.

2) Defining Faith

a) Intellect—knowledge and understanding—

i) A recognition of the historical truth of the facts of Scripture concerning God the Father, the deadliness of man’s sin, and the need for a Savior in the person of Jesus Christ.

b) Emotion—agreement and embracing—appropriation and approval

i) An inward awakening and assent to the revelation of the grace of God and its application to one’s soul.

ii) This includes a wholehearted assent that the truth applies to the person himself.

c) Will—choice and dependence—commitment

i) Trust in Jesus as Lord (the surrender of the guilty sinner to God) and Christ (receiving and appropriating Christ for pardon and spiritual life).

d) Counterfeit faith (faith that does not save) includes only one or two of the three essential elements, but not all three—see John 8

i) Some only have intellectual acknowledgment—James 2:19

ii) Some only have emotional involvement—John 2:23-24; Acts 8:13

e) Saving faith involves the whole person, and thus the one concept involves each element of man.

i) He must know the truth (intellect).

ii) He must value the truth so that he will surrender his sin in order to embrace the truth (emotion).

iii) He must make the conscious decision to cast himself upon that truth (will).

3) Describing Faith

a) It’s relation to the past—associated with God’s revelation of His promises

i) Romans 4:19-21

b) It’s relation to the present

i) We walk by faith and not by sight—2nd Corinthians 5:7

c) It’s relation to the future—associated with hope

i) In hope Abraham believed—Romans 4:18

ii) In hope we believe—Romans 8:24-25

d) Consider Hebrews 11:6—It is not possible to be pleasing [aor. act. inf.] to God apart from faith.  Why?

i) Because it is necessary [pres. act. ind.] for the one characterized by approaching [pres. act. ptc.] God to believe/trust [aor. act. inf.] two things:

(1) God existence—that He is [pres. act. ind.]

(2) God’s goodness—And he is [pres. dep. ind.] a rewarder of those characterized by diligently seeking [pres. act. ptc.] Him.

4) Summary and applications

a) “Genuine saving faith is that abandoning of the vain-effort of earning one’s way into God’s presence, and accepting of the gift of salvation which Christ offers so full and free.”  J. Gresham Machen

b) Genuine sanctifying faith is that abandoning of the vain-effort to fully grasp the complexities of this life, and depending on the wisdom and power of God as revealed in His Word, being content with those things we don’t fully grasp yet.

i) Remember Colossians 2:6

Hebrews 7:1-10
Introduction: The writer of Hebrews now returns to a topic he set aside in 5:11.  He has already spoken of this in 2:17; 3:1; 4:14; and 5:6, 10.  He now explains the significance of the reference to Psalm 110:4 in 6:20
1) Concerning the historical person and priesthood of Melchizedek—7:1-3

a) Statement (see Genesis 14:17-24)
i) 1 For this Melchizedek, … 3 is remaining [pres. act. ind.] a priest unto perpetuity.
b) Support
i) king of Salem,—i.e. in Amorite (Genesis 15:16?) Jerusalem (Psalm 76:2)
(1) Though apparently not under the curse of Ham/Canaan (Genesis 9:25
ii) priest of the highest God,
iii) the one who… did two things:
(1) met [aor. act. ptc.] Abraham while he was returning [pres. act. ptc.] from the slaughter of the kings
(a) Was it just for Abraham to slaughter these kings and to be rewarded for it?

(i) Yes, because this was his land and his nephew, given to him by God.

(2) and blessed [aor. act. ptc.] him,

iv) 2 to whom also Abraham divided a tenth part [aor. act. ind.] from everything,
(1) Abraham was not required to do so; it was voluntary
v) was…
(1) first, on the one hand, being translated [pres. pass. ptc.], “king of righteousness,”
(2) and then, on the other hand, also king of Salem, which is [pres. act. ind.], “king of peace.”
vi) 3 Without father,

vii) without mother,
viii) without genealogy,
(1) And thus disqualified from the Levitical priesthood (remember Nehemiah 7:64).

ix) having [pres. act. ptc.] neither beginning of days nor end of life,
x) but having been made like [perf. pass. ptc.] the Son of God,
(1) Jesus was made like His brothers (2:17) in His humanity.

(2) Melchizedek was the copy, Jesus is the original; He is the standard.

2) Contrasting Superior Melchizedek and inferior Abraham—7:4-7

a) 4 Now, contemplate [pres. act. ind./impv.] how great this man was to whom also Abraham, the patriarch (of the Jewish nation and therefore Levitical priests), gave [aor. act. ind.] a tenth out of the best spoils (“the top of the heap”).

i) Instead of being sluggish in your thinking (5:11), contemplate these things!  Biblical maturity demands diligent, careful thinking (6:11-12).
ii) See Genesis 14:20 re: tithing
b) 5 And…
i) Plural—those, on the one hand, of the sons of Levi who receive [pres. act. ptc.] the priesthood have [pres. act. ind.] a commandment to collect a tenth [pres. act. inf.] from the people according to the law, that is [pres. act. ind.] their brothers, even though these have come out [perf. act. ptc.] of the loins of Abraham;
(1) The Levites received tenths from their brothers (Numbers 18:21-24) but also paid tenths to the priests (Numbers 18:25-32).
ii) Singular—6 but, on the other hand, the one whose genealogy is not traced [pres. pass. ptc.] from them,
· Melchizedek’s permanent higher status is observed in the two perfect indicatives in 7:6.

(1) collected a tenth [perf. act. ind.] from Abraham,
(2) and blessed [perf. act. ind.] the one having [pres. act. ptc.] the promises.

(a) 7 (Now, apart from all dispute, the inferior is blessed [pres. pass. ind.] by the superior.)
(b) Even though Abraham was the one possessing the promises.
3) Contrasting successive, dying levitical priests and the singular, living Melchizedek—7:8  8 And…
a) here (in the Levitical system), on the one hand, dying [pres. act. ptc.] men are receiving [pres. act. ind.] tenths,
i) Indicating the ongoing temple worship at the time of writing. i.e. pre-70 AD.
b) but there, on the other hand, it is witnessed [pres. pass. ptc.] that he is living [pres. act. ind.].

4) Contrasting Melchizedek receiving tenths and Abraham (and thus Levi, Abraham’s great-grandson) paying tenths—7:9-10  9 And, so to speak [aor. act. inf.], through Abraham even Levi, the one receiving [pres. act. ptc.] tenths (from the people), has paid tenths [perf. pass. ind.],

a) 10 because he was [imperf. act. ind.] still in the loins of his father when Melchizedek met [aor. act. ind.] him.
i) This is using Levi as a figure of speech representing the whole Levitical priesthood.
b) Thus, the Levitical priesthood is inferior to the Melchizedekian priesthood.
5) Summary and applications

a) Generally

i) God can raise up instruments for His service and unto His glory, when, where, and how He pleases. (Owen, p. 300)

ii) God can raise up light in the midst of great darkness, as Melchizedek among the Amorites.

b) Specifically

i) The Law itself (from Genesis 14) proves the superiority of the Melchizedekian priesthood.
ii) Melchizedek was superior to the Levitical priesthood because of:

(1) His character

(2) His perpetual priesthood, living rather than dying
(3) He received tithes from the Levites who were in Abraham
Hebrews 7:11-19
The Argument Based on the Change of the Rule of Life for God’s People
Introduction:  In the passage before us today (7:11-19), we see that the law and the priesthood must walk together.  A change in priesthood demands a change in the rules that are to govern the lives of God’s people.  The Levitical priesthood was the basis of the Law.  Without the priesthood, it is impossible for the Law to operate in its fullness. (Morris, EBC, p. 66)
1) The question asked—7:11

a) 11 Therefore if [2nd class conditional clause—contrary to fact], on the one hand, completeness (everything required before God) was [imperf. act. ind.] through the Levitical priesthood
i) (because on account of it (the Levitical priesthood) the people were given the law [perf. pass. ind.]),…

(1) Too often we think the priesthood existed because of the Law.  This is wrong.

b) what further need for a different (e[teroj—kind of) priest…
i) to rise up [pres. mid. inf.] according to the kind of Melchizedek,
(1) This priesthood of Melchizedek was revealed hundreds of years after the Law (and the Levitical priesthood) was first revealed.
ii) and not to be spoken of [pres. pass. inf.] according to the kind of Aaron?
(1) The priesthood was limited exclusively to the tribe of Levi.  No strangers allowed.
c) Lacking the priesthood, the Law had to give way.  It had lost its basis.  Since God gave the Law, only God change remove the Law, and He did!
2) The question answered—7:12-19
a) Because of the change of priesthoods—7:12-17  12 Because when the priesthood is transferred [pres. pass. pc.], out of necessity there comes [pres. dep. ind.] a transference in law also,

i) From a different tribe—7:13-14  13 because the one of whom these things are being spoken [pres. pass. ind.] shares in [perf. act. ind.] a different (e[teroj—kind of) tribe, from which (tribe) no one has focused on [perf. act. ind.] the altar.

(1) 14 Because it is evident that our Lord has arisen [perf. act. ind.] from out of Judah, to which tribe Moses spoke [aor. act. ind.] nothing concerning the priesthood.
(a) The writer of Hebrews normally uses “Lord” to refer to the Father, but here he uses it in reference to the Son.

(b) The word “arose” may refer back to Jeremiah 23:5.

(2) Judah was the royal tribe, not the priestly tribe.

(a) Remember how God judged King Uzziah from the tribe of Judah when he offered sacrifices—2nd Chronicles 26:16-21
ii) Based on a different principle—7:15-17  15 And this is [pres. act. ind.] yet more remarkably evident, if [1st class condition—assumed true] according to the similarity of Melchizedek a different (e[teroj—kind of) priest arises [pres. mid. ind.], 16 who has become [perf. act. ind.] (a priest),…

(1) not on the basis of law of a flesh-like [sarkiko,j] commandment
(a) The priesthood requirements and duties were primarily based on flesh characteristics (genealogy, physical traits, etc.), not spiritual.
(2) but [avlla,] according to the (inherent) power [du,nimij] of an indestructible life.

(a) Remember that Christ is the “author/prince of life”—Acts 3:15

(b) 17 For it is testified [pres. act. ind.] that, “You are a priest unto the age according to the kind of Melchizedek.” (Psalm 110:4)
(i) Even though Aaron’s priesthood was through all their generations—Exodus 40:15

(ii) The indestructible life of the Son of God qualifies Him to be a priest unto the age.  Because He lives forever, He is priest forever.  There are no other qualified applicants!  To make new priests in the church is to renounce Christ.
b) Because of the change of the law—7:18-19  18 Because…,
i) on the one hand, there comes to be [pres. dep. ind.] a voiding (legal annulment or canceling) of a preceding [pres. act. ptc.] commandment on account of its weakness and uselessness, 19 (for the Law made nothing complete [aor. act. ind.]),
(1) The Law did not give Israel complete and lasting access to the presence of God.  The Law neither justified nor sanctified.
(2) God did not merge the two priesthoods; He voided and replaced the first one.

(3) God has every right to void the Law, because He gave the Law to Israel.
ii) but on the other hand a bringing in (introduction of something new; to replace) of a better hope, through which (hope; 6:18-20) we are drawing near [pres. act. ind.] to God.
(1) Under the Law there was no drawing near, only an enforced distance demonstrated by standing outside the veil.
(a) Our guilt and the wrath of God kept us from drawing near.

(2) Remember Jesus’ statement in John 14:6—“no one comes to the Father except through Me”

3) Summary and applications

a) All of the law given to Israel is no longer binding, because of the change of priests.
i) The Law could never save; neither could it bring people to maturity.

ii) John Calvin said, “…he who still holds to the shadows of the Law, or seeks to restore them, not only obscures the glory of Christ, but also deprives us of an immense benefit; for he puts God at a great distance from us, to approach whom there is a liberty granted to us by the Gospel.  And whosoever continues in the Law, knowingly and willingly deprives himself of the privilege of approaching nigh to God.” (Commentary on Hebrews, p. 173
b) We now have direct access to the Father because of the change of priests.
i) NB the grace of God in appointing a way of recovery for those who had willfully cast themselves unto this woeful distance from Him—Why should God look after such fugitives any more? [Owen, p. 480-481]

c) We now have the possibility of maturity/completeness because of the change of priests.
Hebrews 7:20-28
Introduction:  This passage continues his arguments for why Jesus is a superior priest, and thus worthy of our trust.  He continues to explain Psalm 110, arguing based on specific words in that verse.  This is a Biblical example of how to handle the OT.  We don’t throw out the OT just because the Law was annulled.  The Law is only part of the OT.
1) Argument based the word “oath” (or the lack thereof)—7:20-22  20 And according as it was not without an oath,…
a) Parenthetical argument—7:20-21
i) (because they, on the one hand, became (and remain) [pres. act. ind. + perf. pass. ptc.] priests without (an oath),
(1) When God appointed OT priests, there was no oath involved.
ii) 21 but He, on the other hand, with an oath through the One (the Father) saying [pres. act. ptc.] to Him, “The Lord has sworn an oath [aor. act. ind.] will not regret, ‘You are a priest unto the age according to the kind of Melchizedek),
(1) The Father swore an oath that Jesus would be an eternal priest.
b) 22 according to that degree Jesus has become [perf. act. ind.] the guarantee of a much better covenant.
i) The covenant Jesus guarantees is much better than the Law ever was.

(1) The word for covenant [diaqh,kh] indicates an agreement between two parties but binding only on the one according to the terms fixed by the other.  It is the declaration of one person’s will on behalf of the other person; it is not a negotiated contract.
ii) One does not dicker over an oath the way one would over a lesser agreement.  God the Father has laid down His terms; it is for us to submit, not attempt to bargain with Him.  Christ guarantees the Father’s covenant.
2) Argument based on the word “forever”—7:23-25  23 And…

a) The previous interrupted priesthood—the many (in succession), on the one hand, have been [pres. act. ind. + perf. act. ptc.] priests, because they were prevented [pres. pass. inf.] by death from continuing [pres. act. inf.],

i) Death was the norm for these numerous priests.  Josephus counted 83 high priests from Aaron to 70 AD.  Jesus has no successor.
b) The present uninterrupted priesthood—24 but he (singular), on the other hand, because he continues [pres. act. inf.] unto the age, is having [pres. act. ind.] a permanent (unchangeable; nontransferable; see 7:16 and the word “indestructible”) priesthood.

i) 25 Consequently, he is able [pres. dep. ind.] to save [pres. act. inf.] to the completion (everything we need saving from and saving unto; not just part way) the ones characterized by approaching [pres. dep. ptc.] God through [dia,] him,

(1) always living [pres. act. ptc.] to make intercession [pres. act. inf.] on behalf of [u`pe,r] them.

(a) Not by constant prayers to the Father but by His constant presence at the Father’s side.

(2) Note that the salvation is only for those who come to God through Him—John 6:35, 37, 44, 45, 65.  It is not universal.  This is consistent with Jesus’ exclusive prayer in John 17:9.  Consider also Luke 22:32.
(3) The rest are unwilling to come to Him so as to be saved—John 5:40

ii) Part of Jesus’ work as a priest was to die as the sacrifice, but He rose again, and perpetually lives to make intercession for us as our Priest.  The death of the OT priests prohibited them from offering sacrifices, and they stayed dead.
3) Summary argument based on the character and conduct of high priests—7:26-28
a) 26 For it was proper [imperf. act. ind.] for us to have a high priest [NB the shift from priest to high priest] such as this,

i) What is his character as high priest?
(1) holy—[o[sioj]—in character
(2) innocent—[a;kakoj]—not just forgiven, but without evil in action and motive
(3) undefiled—[avmi,antoj]—not just ritually, but morally; not defiled by Adam’s sin
(4) separated [perf. pass. ptc.] from the sinners
ii) What is his location as high priest?
(1) and having been made [aor. dep. ptc.] higher than the heavens,

iii) What is his conduct as high priest?  who is not having [pres. act. ind.] a daily necessity, like those high priests, to be offering up [pres. act. inf.] sacrifices,…

(1) first on behalf of [u`pe,r] his own sins,
(2) then those of the people,

(a) because this (offering a sacrifice for the sins of the people) he did [aor. act. ind.] once for all [evfa,pax] when he offered up [aor. act. ptc.] himself.

(i) While it is true that Jesus makes constant intercession for us, He doesn’t need to offer a sacrifice for Himself first (because He has no sins—Hebrews 4:15) like the high priests had to on the Day of Atonement (Leviticus 16:1-ff).

(b) Jesus was both Priest and the Sacrifice.

(3) Because of who Christ is He is able to do what He does (intercede).

b) 28 For…

i) the Law appoints [pres. act. ind.] men as high priests who have [pres. act. ptc.] weakness,

(1) The high priests were frail humans.
ii) but the word of the oath, which came after the Law (Psalm 110 comes 400 years after Leviticus 16), (appoints) a son has been made complete [perf. pass. ptc.] unto the age.

(1) The Comparisons

(a) Word of the oath → the Law

(b) Singular son → many men as high priests
(c) Standing complete → weakness

(2) The Concept—the oath, not the Law, has the last word
4) Summary and applications

a) We ought to be thankful for the precision of God’s Word.  Every word and letter is inspired and therefore accurate.

b) God’s oath to Christ is sufficient to validate His superior priesthood.

i) It is a matter of faith to trust this Divine oath.

c) We ought to rejoice in the character, location, and conduct of our High Priest.

i) He will never die.

ii) He is in the Father’s presence.

iii) He will never be replaced.

d) We ought to trust in the ongoing work of Christ.  This guarantees your ongoing salvation.

Hebrews 8:1-13
Introduction: Now the shift from the person of Christ as priest to the work of Christ as priest.

1) 1 Now the main thing in what is being said [pres. pass. ptc.]: we have [pres. act. ind.] such a high priest, who is seated [aor. act. ind.] (whereas the Levitical priests always stood) at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens (1:3), 2 a minister in the holies, and in the true (i.e. original) tent, which the Lord erected/pitched [aor. act. ind.] and not man.

· the throne is also the place of the tent/tabernacle—Isaiah 6:1; Revelation 16:17.  Thus Jesus is a royal priest.

a) 3 For every high priest is being appointed [pres. pass. ind.] to be offering [pres. act. inf.] both gifts and sacrifices; thus it was necessary for this one (Jesus) also to have [pres. act. inf.] something (singular) which he may offer [aor. act. subj.].

b) The comparison—8:4-7
i) 4 Because, on the one hand, if [2nd class condition—contrary to fact] he were [imperf. act. ind.] on earth, he would not be [imperf. act. ind.] a priest at all, since there are [pres. act. ptc.] the priests who are offering [pres. act. ptc.] the gifts according to the Law;

(1) 5 who are serving [pres. act. ind.] a copy and a shadow of the heavenly things, just as Moses was warned [perf. pass. ind.] when he was about to complete [pres. act. inf.] the tent,
(a) for “See [pres. act. impv.],” he says [pres. act. ind.], “that you make [fut. act. ind.] all things according to the pattern that was shown [aor. pass. ptc.] to you on the mountain.” {Exodus 25:9, 40}
(2) Because Jesus is of a different kind of priesthood, He must minister in a different kind of tabernacle.

(3) Christ did serve as a priest on earth in prayer and on the cross, but He was not a Levitical priest.

ii) 6 Now, on the other hand, he has attained [perf. act. ind.] a more excellent ministry, as great as he also is [pres. act. ind.] the mediator of a better covenant, which (covenant) has been legislated [perf. pass. ind.] on better promises.

(1) 7 For if that first was [imperf. act. ind.] blameless, then no place would have been sought [imperf. pass. ind.] for a second.
(2) The Mosaic covenant was primarily physical and earthly, while the New covenant is primarily spiritual and heavenly.

iii) Corrected my own thinking here: the new covenant has been enacted [perf. pass. ind.], but it has not been fulfilled with the nation of Israel.
2) The OT support—8:8-13 {argument from Jeremiah 31:31-34 written @ 600 BC; 845 years after the giving of the Law}
a) 8 For while finding fault [pres. dep. ptc.] with them (not the covenant itself), he says [pres. act. ind.], “See [aor. mid. impv.], days are coming [pres. dep. ind.], says [pres. act. ind.] the Lord, and I will bring about [fut. act. ind. of suntele,w] a new covenant upon the house of Israel and upon the house of Judah;

i) Negatively—8:9  9 not according to the covenant which I made [aor. act. ind. of poie,w] with their fathers in the day of my having taken hold of them [aor. dep. ptc.] by the hand to lead them [aor. act. inf.] out of the land of Egypt;
· See their need, His condescension, His power, and His effectiveness
(1) Because [o[ti] they did not abide [aor. act. ind.] by my covenant,
(a) Remember their promises to obey the conditions of the old covenant in Exodus 19:5-8; 24:3-8.

(b) Like the old covenant, the new covenant is made with Israel.
(2) and I neglected [aor. act. ind.] them, says [pres. act. ind.] the Lord.

(a) This was God’s right as a husband with an unfaithful wife—Jeremiah 31:32

ii) Positively—8:10-12 10 For this reason this is the covenant that I will covenant [fut. dep. ind. of diati,qemai] with the house of Israel after those days, says [pres. act. ind.] the Lord:
· Remember the context of Jeremiah 30-31: when the Jews are regathered to their land (30:1-3); after “Jacob’s trouble” (30:7); all enemies destroyed (30:16); ancient homeland rebuilt (30:17-18)

· NB, this is not a conditional (if…then…) covenant

· These are the better promises of 3:6

(1) Internal rather than external—Giving [pres. act. ptc.] my laws into their mind, and I will engrave [fut. act. ind.] them on their hearts (not stone), and I will be [fut. dep. ind.] to them God, and they will be [fut. dep. ind.] to me a people.
(a) Ezekiel 36:26-27

(2) Personal rather than national—11 And they shall not in any way teach [aor. act. subj.] everyone his fellow citizen and everyone his brother, saying [pres. act. ptc.], ‘Know [aor. act. impv.] the Lord,’
(a) because all will know [fut. act. ind.] me, from the least of them to the greatest of them,

(3) Complete forgiveness rather than covering—12 because I will be [fut. dep. ind.] merciful to their unrighteousnesses [avdiki,a], and their sins [a`marti,a] and their lawlessnesses [avnomi,a] will not in any way be remembered (by God) [aor. pass. subj.] anymore.”

(4) NB the contrast between man’s “we will” of the Mosaic covenant and God’s “I will” of the New.

b) 13 When he says [pres. act. inf.], “New,” [kaino,j] he has made the first obsolete [perf. act. ind.].
i) But whatever is becoming obsolete [pres. pass. ptc.] and growing old [pres. act. ptc.] is close to a disappearance.
(1) Perhaps a reference to the time between the Cross and 70 AD.

ii) Another argument based on one word.
3) Summary and applications
a) Views of the new covenant

i) Never fulfilled—Amillennialists and Postmillennialists

(1) Must spiritualize the text in order to see no literal fulfillment

(2) Denies the accuracy of Scripture

ii) Partially fulfilled—some Premillennial Dispensationalism

(1) One New Covenant—two aspects, one for Israel and one for church age saints

(2) Two New Covenants—future one for Israel and present one for church age saints

iii) Completely fulfilled—Full Preterism, Liberalism, New Covenant Theology

(1) Must spiritualize or allegorize the text in order to see completed fulfillment

(2) Denies the accuracy of history, the accuracy of Scripture, and the intelligibility of the passage to the original readers

iv) Yet to be fulfilled—some Premillennial Dispensationalism

(1) Literal/normal interpretation allows the text to mean what it says, awaiting a future literal fulfillment in God’s time.

(2) The church enjoys New Covenant-like blessings, but is technically not under the New Covenant.

b) NB, God is the One who does all the work, and therefore deserves all the glory.
c) There is a priesthood and there is also a holy place.  The original readers need to decide will be their focus: the original or the shadow?  The writer calls them to exercise faith in revelation from God, not their senses.
i) The temptation was to be dazzled by all of the pomp of the Levitical ceremonies and take offense at the humilities of the religion of the cross. [Delitzsch, p. 46]
ii) Christ has already offered His body once for all.  For any religious organization to claim that they also offer His body during the Lord’s Supper is an attack against the very person and work of Christ and against the very word of God.
Excursus on the New Covenant

Jeremiah 30-33
Introduction:  Chapters 30-31 were written in 595 BC, while 32-33 were written in 587 BC.
1) The promise of future restoration of Israel and Judah—30:1-3

a) Returning the captivity of both “houses” of Israel—30:3a
b) Restoration and possession of the land of Palestine—30:3b

2) The promise of future distress for Israel and Judah—30:4-7

a) Unique time of Jacob’s (all of Israel) distress (from external pressures)—30:7
3) The details of the promise of restoration of Israel and Judah—30:8-31:26

a) For Jacob—30:8-24

i) Freedom from all oppression and slavery—30:8-11
ii) Healing from Divinely caused wounds—30:12-17
iii) Rebuilding of Jerusalem, repopulation, and her Godward ruler—30:18-22

(1) NB the ruler comes near to God—a royal-priest

iv) Judgment first, then blessing—30:23-24

b) For Israel—31:1-26
i) Mercy toward Ephraim—31:1-6

(1) Renewed joy—31:4

(2) Renewed peace and prosperity—31:5

(3) Renewed commitment to YHWH—31:6

ii) Restoration with joy—31:7-14
iii) Ephraim’s condition in Jeremiah’s day—31:15-22

iv) Judah’s bright future—31:23-26

4) The details of the New Covenant with Israel and Judah—31:27-40

a) A replanting of the house of Israel and house of Judah—31:27-28

i) With both man and beast—31:27

ii) Yahweh will have previously brought 5-fold judgment: [note the 5 infinitives] to pluck up, to break down, to overthrow, to destroy, and to bring disaster—31:28a

(1) Remember Jeremiah 1:10

iii) Yahweh intends to bring 2-fold blessing: to build up and to plant—31:28b

b) In those coming days people will suffer the consequences of their own iniquity—31:29-30

c) In those coming days Yahweh will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah—31:31-34

i) The overall OT context of “the house of Israel and the house of Judah” demands this to be referring to Jewish people—31:31

(1) The phrase “house of Israel” is found 118 times in the OT, 13 times in Jeremiah alone

(2) The phrases “house of Israel” and “house of Judah” occur together 8 times in Jeremiah (3:18; 5:11; 11:10, 17; 27:21; 31:27, 31; 33:14)

ii) This covenant is contrasted with the covenant made at Mt. Sinai—31:32

(1) Clearly referring to Israel who broke the covenant.

(2) Israel broke this covenant in spite of the fact Yahweh was husband to them.

(3) The old covenant was made with Israel, not with the church.

iii) The partial content of the new covenant to be made with Israel after the days of judgment and replanting just referred to in 31:27-30—31:33-34

(1) Regarding the internalization of Yahweh’s law for Israel—31:33a

(a) He will put it within them, He will write it upon their hearts

(2) Regarding the intimacy of Yahweh’s relationship with Israel—31:33b-34

(a) He will be their God—31:33b

(b) They will be His people—31:33b

(c) They will no longer teach their neighbors and brothers the command. “Know the Yahweh”—31:34

(i) Why? Because they all [emphatic] will know Yahweh

(ii) Who? From the least of them to the greatest

(iii) Why will they have this intimate knowledge of Yahweh?

1. Because Yahweh will forgive their iniquity

2. Because Yahweh will not remember their sin

d) But how can people be certain this will actually take place?  God addresses this in 31:35-37

i) Yahweh Tsebaoth is the creator and sustainer of the physical universe—31:35

ii) Two hypothetical/conditional situations—31:36-37

(1) If [mai] the fixed order of the physical universe ceases, then Israel will cease to be a nation before Yahweh all the days—31:36

(2) If [mai] the limits of the physical universe can be measured and explored, then Yahweh will cast off the seed of Israel for all they have done—31:37

e) Particular geographical aspects pertaining to Jerusalem of the new covenant with Israel—31:38-40

i) The purpose of rebuilt Jerusalem—31:38a, 40

(1) The city will be rebuilt for Yahweh (not for Israel)—31:38

(2) The boundaries will be holy to Yahweh—31:40

ii) The dimensions of rebuilt Jerusalem—31:38b-40a

· Yahweh reveals 7 distinct boundary markers that will be holy to Yahweh

· The description moves counter-clockwise from the northeast, westward, southward, and finally eastward

(1) From the Tower of Hananel—Nehemiah 3:1
(2) Southwest to the Corner Gate—2nd Kings 14:13
(3) Straight to the hill Gareb

(4) and then turn southeast to Goah

(5) The whole southern valley (Hinnom) of dead bodies and the ashes—considered the most defiled location near Jerusalem

(6) All the fields to the southeast as far as the brook Kidron

(7) To the corner of the Horse Gate toward the east side of the temple

iii) The indestructible nature of rebuilt Jerusalem—31:40b

(1) What?

(a) It will not be uprooted, and it will not be thrown down

(2) For how long?

(a) Again to forever

5) The details of the everlasting covenant with Jerusalem—32:1-44

a) The setting for Jeremiah’s act of faith—32:1-5

i) Given in 587 BC—32:1

b) Jeremiah’s act of faith in buying land already captured by invading Babylonians—32:6-15

c) Jeremiah’s doubts and prayer—32:16-25

i) The person and work of God—32:17

ii) The grace and justice of God—32:18

iii) The wisdom of God—32:19

iv) The name of God—32:20

v) The mercy and grace of God—32:21-22
vi) The patience of God—32:23

d) Yahweh’s answer to Jeremiah regarding the city’s destruction because of sin—32:26-35

e) Yahweh’s promise of restoration—32:36-44

6) The details of “the good word” to Israel and Judah—33:1-26

a) The exhortation to call on Yahweh—33:1-3
b) The certainty of the fall of Jerusalem—33:4-5

c) The days of return and rejoicing—33:6-13

d) The restoration of royalty and priesthood—33:14-22

e) Confirmation of the promises—33:23-26

7) Various views concerning this passage of Scripture

a) Never fulfilled—Amillennialists and Postmillennialists

i) Must spiritualize the text in order to see no literal fulfillment

ii) Denies the accuracy of Scripture

b) Partially fulfilled—some Premillennial Dispensationalism

i) One New Covenant—two aspects, one for Israel and one for church age saints

ii) Two New Covenants—future one for Israel and present one for church age saints

c) Completely fulfilled—Full Preterism, Liberalism, New Covenant Theology

i) Must spiritualize or allegorize the text in order to see completed fulfillment

ii) Denies the accuracy of history, the accuracy of Scripture, and the intelligibility of the passage to the original readers

d) Yet to be fulfilled—some Premillennial Dispensationalism

i) Literal/normal interpretation allows the text to mean what it says, awaiting a future literal fulfillment in God’s time.

(1) Thus it has consistent meaning to Jeremiah and his day, to us, and to the future.

ii) The church enjoys New Covenant-like blessings, but is technically not under the New Covenant.

8) Summary and applications

a) We need to handle accurately God’s Word of Truth—2nd Timothy 2:15

i) Working diligently in the grammatical-historical approach to Scripture.

ii) We need to praise our God for the precise accuracy of His word

b) We need to remind ourselves regularly of the time-honored principle of one-interpretation (meaning) of a passage with many possible applications.

i) We need to pray for wisdom, sobermindedness, and diligence (among other things) in our study.

c) We need to trust that the sovereign God who communicated this prophecy is able to complete it in His time.

i) Let us not change the interpretation in an attempt to help God “save face.”  He doesn’t need our help.

d) We need to keep a proper view of the New Covenant before us.

i) Let us study accurately, encouraging ourselves and others to trust their sovereign God who able to accomplish His will in His time.
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