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Hebrews 12:1-3
1) 1 Therefore because of this [toigarou/n], we also,—12:1-2
a) toigarou/n used only elsewhere in 1st Thessalonians 4:8.
b) Because of what?
i) Because of the testimony of the elders in 11:1-40.

c) Who?  We also, in comparison with those mentioned in 11:1-40.

i) The author includes himself in this race/struggle.

d) He now returns to the teaching of 10:36-39.

2) Let us do what?  let us be running [pres. act. subj. of tre,cw] with endurance [u`pomonh,] the struggle [avgw,n] being exhibited [pres. dep. ptc.] before us,

a) It demands persistence—present active subjunctive
b) It demands endurance—u`pomonh,—as opposed to cowardice or despondency
i) Remember 10:36.

ii) Endurance comes:

(1) From God through pressures—Romans 5:3

(2) From God through the Word—Romans 15:4-5

(3) From God through hope—1st Thessalonians 1:3

(4) From God through the testing of our faith—James 1:3-4

(5) From God through deliberate self-control—2nd Peter 1:6
c) It demands effort—avgw,n—our English word agony
d) It demands focus—the struggle being exhibited [pro,keimai] before us

i) This is not by chance, but by God’s sovereign design.

3) How are we to run?  [Note the 3 participles]
a) Remember the right examples—since we are having [pres. act. ptc.] so large a cloud of witnesses surrounding [pres. dep. ptc. of peri,keimai] us,
i) We have many examples and testifiers (not mere spectators) of doing the right thing of trusting God in the face of difficulty.
b) Follow the right sequence—having laid aside [aor. mid. ptc. of avpoti,qhmi] …
i) “Lay aside” is a common theme in the Word

(1) Romans 13:12—the deeds of darkness

(2) Ephesians 4:22—the old man

(3) Ephesians 4:25—lying

(4) Colossians 3:8—anger, wrath, malice, slander, abusive speech

(5) James 1:21—all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness

(6) 1st Peter 2:1—all malice and all deceit and hypocrisies and envies and slanders

ii) every (not just some) hindrance [o;gkoj]—we are tempted to just “get by”
(1) Anything that impedes our progress.

(a) For the athlete it includes ridding himself of any excess physical weight before the race and any excess clothing during the race.  In fact, the Greek athletes competed naked.
(b) These things are not necessarily sinful, but they are a hindrance.

(i) Too often we ask, “But what’s wrong with it?”  Maybe nothing, but it may distract us or hinder us.

(c) Consider a runner who wears hiking boots, a parka, a long scarf, mittens, etc. or a baseball batter going to the plate with the warm-up weight still on his bat.
iii) and the easily entangling [euvperi,statoj] sin [a`marti,a],—i.e. the sin of unbelief
(1) Some interpret this as sin in general.
c) Maintain the right focus—2 while looking away [pres. act. ptc. of avfora,w] unto … Jesus,

i) What is focus?

(1) The word avfora,w means to look away from one thing and to focus on something/someone new.

(a) Not allowing our attention to be distracted or divided by focusing on ourselves, our pressures, opposition, persecution, mocking, etc.

(2) Jesus is to be the focus of our faith, not merely a good example of faith.

ii) Who is this Jesus that we should focus on Him?

(1) the originator/initiator [avrchgo,j] (of the faith)

(a) He is the one who gave you your faith.
(b) Consider also Acts 3:15 (of life); 5:31; Hebrews 2:10 (of salvation)
(2) and completer [teleiwth,j] of the faith,
(a) This is a word the author coins (makes up), as it has been found nowhere else.

(b) He is the one who will complete your faith
iii) What did Jesus do that we should focus on Him?  who …
· These Jesus did willingly and deliberately.
(1) endured [aor. act. ind. of u`pome,nw] the cross,

· Jesus set the example of God-centered endurance.

(a) for [avnti,] the joy being exhibited [pres. dep. ptc. of pro,keimai] before him,
(i) Just as the race is exhibited before us.
(ii) The ancient Greek athletic contests hung the prize at the finish line.
(b) having despised [aor. act. ptc. of katafrone,w] its shame,
(i) What would normally embarrass those with the wrong focus.  The cross was the most humiliating, disgraceful object in their culture.
(ii) Jesus cared nothing for the shame normally associated with the cross.
(2) and is seated [perf. act. ind. of kaqi,zw] at the right hand of the throne of God.

(a) A place of honor, in spite of the shame of the cross.

4) 3 For [ga,r]…—12:3
a) What are we to do?  consider carefully [aor. dep. impv. of avnalogi,zomai]

i) Calculate in comparison to other things, but do it with a sense of urgency.
b) Think carefully about who?  this one who endured [perf. act. ptc. of u`pomenw,]

i) What did He endure?  such opposition [avntilogi,a]—
ii) From whom?  from the sinners [a`martwlo,j]—
(1) Some were secret and some were public, some pagan and some religious.
iii) Against whom?  against himself,
(1) Against His person 
(2) Against His work
iv) A far greater trial than what we are enduring.
c) Why are we to carefully consider Him in this way?  in order that [i[na] youpl may not be weary [aor. act. subj. of ka,mnw] in yourpl souls
i) while growing faint [pres. pass. ptc. of evklu,w].
ii) Spiritual weariness can occur in running the race:

(1) Referred to in James 5:15.

(2) We can be rewarded if we don’t give up (Galatians 6:9).

iii) Providential training through these trials is designed for our good.

iv) If we grow weary and faint, we will not endure.
5) Summary and applications: Two simple questions…
a) Are you facing the Christian struggle with consistent endurance?
b) Are you thinking carefully about Christ so you don’t grow discouraged?
Hebrews 12:4-11

Introduction: Last time we saw that Christ’s suffering on the cross has meaning.  This time we learn that the suffering of believers has meaning as well, but only through the cross of Christ.  Suffering is clear evidence of His love and our sonship, not the lack of these as we too often wrongfully assume.

1) The activities of the first readers—12:4-6 [2 primary thoughts]
a) 4 Youpl have not yet resisted [aor. act. ind. of avntikaqi,sthmi] to the point of blood while struggling [pres. dep. ptc. of avntagwni,zomai] (our English word “antagonizing”) against the sin,

i) Yes, there is the real possibility of danger, but life isn’t as bad as you think it is.  Don’t lose perspective.

(1) They had already suffered to some degree (Hebrews 10:32-34).

ii) Can things be worse?  Yes.  The “point of blood” is worse than mere verbal abuse.

(1) Whatever comes to us this side of the “point of blood” is by God’s tenderness and mercy.

(2) If we faint at the lighter problems, what will happen when the “point of blood” comes?

iii) We are in a struggle (12:1), which means we have an adversary.  That adversary is sin, both from within us and from outside us.  The particular sin for the original readers was being pushed by sinners to the sin of defection from Christ.

b) 5 and youpl have completely forgotten [perf. pass. ind.] the exhortation that reasons with [pres. dep. ind. of diale,gomai] youpl as sons,
i) You have lost your focus.

ii) NB the gracious condescension of God to reason with us in this manner (“as sons”).
iii) What is the forgotten exhortation? [see Proverbs 3:11-12]
(1) What are we not to do? [2 things we are all prone to do in the midst of suffering]
(a) “My sons, do not think lightly [pres. act. impv. of ovligwre,w] of the training [paidei,a] of the Lord,
(i) Don’t appraise God’s training as being of little value.

(ii) It is a shameful thing to evaluate God’s loving discipline as a bad thing.
(b) nor grow faint [pres. pass. impv. of evklu,w] while being convicted [pres. pass. ptc. of evle,gcw] by him,

(i) Remember this from the last phrase of 12:3.
(2) Why should we respond this way?  6 because [ga,r]…

(a) Training—whom he loves [pres. act. ind. of avgapa,w] the Lord is training [pres. act. ind. of paideu,w],

(i) His love comes before His training.  His training is evidence of His love, but His love is limited to those whom He is training.
(ii) Too often we are tempted to think that suffering is an evidence of a lack of His love.  Not so.
(iii) To murmur against suffering and training is to murmur against His love.

(b) Correction—and he is punishing [pres. act. ind. of matigo,w] every son whom he is welcoming [pres. dep. ind. of parade,comai].”

(i) His punishment for our wrongdoing is evidence of His acceptance of us because of Christ.

iv) God’s will is that we suffer for the glory of God and the sanctification of our souls.  We will grow faint if we lose perspective regarding His sovereignty, wisdom, and love in the midst of our trials.
2) What are the three principles of spiritual training?—12:7-11
a) The principle of deliberate training—7 Youpl are enduring [pres. act. ind. of u`pome,nw] for the purpose of [eivj] training [paidei,a];
i) Positively—God is dealing with [pres. pass. ind. of prosfe,rw] youpl as sons,

(1) because [ga,r] what son is [pres. act. ind.] there whom a father is not training [pres. act. ind. of paideu,w]?

(2) The Roman father had absolute authority over his son.  When his son was born, the father decided whether to keep or discard it.  He could punish his son as he saw fit throughout the son’s life.  He could even execute his son if he saw fit, though this was rare.

(3) A son’s need for discipline is assumed.  A father’s discipline of his son is also assumed.

ii) Negatively—8 But if [1st class condition] youpl are [pres. act. ind.] without training, in which all have become [perf. act. ind.] partakers, then youpl are [pres. act. ind.] illegitimate children and not sons.

(1) There was no inheritance or training provided to the illegitimate children; only to the genuine sons.

(2) Freedom from discipline is not evidence of a privileged position.  We deceive ourselves when we think we can be part of God’s family and be exempt from His discipline.
b) The principle of fathers training their sons—9 Besides this, on the one hand [me,n], we have had [imperf. act. ind.] fathers of our flesh as trainers [paideuth,j], and we have respected [imperf. mid. ind. of evntre,pw] them.  Shall we not much more subordinate ourselves [fut. pass. ind. of u`pota,ssw] to the Father of the spirits and live [fut. act. ind.]?

i) 10 Because [ga,r] they (fathers of the flesh), on the one hand [me,n], were training [imperf. act. ind. of paideu,w] us for a few days according to what seemed best [pres. act. ptc. of doke,w] to them,
(1) Every set of parents does with their children what appears best to the parents.

(2) Respect for the father is assumed on the part of the child.
ii) but he (the Father of spirits), on the other hand [de,], for [evpi,] the profiting [pres. act. ptc.], unto [eivj] the sharing [aor. act. inf.] of his holiness.

(1) God does what He knows fits with His purpose in our life: reflecting His holiness.

c) The principle of the scope and quality of this fatherly training—11 Now [de,] all training [paidei,a],…
i) on the one hand [me,n], for the moment [pres. act. ptc.] seems [pres. act. ind. of doke,w] (from outward appearances) not to be [pres. act. inf.] delightful but painful,

ii) but, on the other hand [de,], afterwards it yields [pres. act. ind.] a peaceable fruit of (springing from) righteousness to the ones who have been trained [perf. pass. ptc. of gumna,zw] through [dia,] it.

iii) We are tempted to focus on the temporary appearance rather than the eternal reality.  Instead we ought to pray that we will have a lifestyle characterized by embracing God’s training of us, and to be sensitive to God’s purposes instead of reacting with bitterness or complaining.
(1) We are like the immature child who does not appreciate his father’s discipline.  The immature think only of their present situation, not the end result of the process.

3) Summary and applications

a) Don’t selfishly reject suffering; but rather embrace it submissively as the gracious opportunity to know God better.
b) Recognize that suffering for Christ is as much as a gift of His grace as is the gift of believing in Him (Philippians 1:29).
c) To lose spirit and give up the struggle because the way is too hard is to break training and to forfeit the harvest (P. E. Hughes, p. 562)

Hebrews 12:12-17

1) There are three commands for us to obey—12 Therefore …
· In light of 12:1-11 (recognizing we don’t always respond to God’s loving discipline as we should and we don’t always interpret current events as we should)…

a) Illustrated from wrestling a match
i) Do what?  Strengthen [aor. act. impv. of avnorqo,w] … (restoration; not from our own resources, but God’s; not for our good but for the good of others) [similar to Isaiah 35:3] 
ii) Strengthen what? [there are two evident needs]
(1) What are they?
(a) the drooping [perf. pass. ptc. of pari,hmi] hands, …
(b) and the weakened (paralyzed?) [perf. pass. ptc. of paralu,w] knees,
(2) Why these two?

(a) They are the principal body parts used in athletic struggles and gymnastics (see Hebrews 12:11).

iii) Apparently, these have grown discouraged regarding delayed “success” and weary in their spiritual duties.
(1) We ought to have gentle pity toward our fellow Christians in their struggles, but it is a dangerous thing to have gentle pity ourselves. (Owen, p. 279)
b) Illustrated from running a race

i) Second thing to do?  13 And make [aor. act. impv.]… [from Proverbs 4:26]
(1) Make what?  straight [ovrqo,j] wheel tracks (trocia, running lanes) for yourpl feet, … (i.e. don’t be a hindrance to others, facilitate growth)

(2) Why?  in order that [i[na]… [two reasons]
(a) Negatively—what is lame may not be dislocated [aor. pass. subj. of evktre,pw],
(i) Don’t make things go from bad to worse.
(b) Positively—but rather may be healed [aor. pass. subj.].
(i) Restored to proper health and function
ii) Third thing to do?  14 Keep on pursuing [pres. act. impv.] … [now that the path has been adequately prepared] [an allusion to Psalm 34:15?]
(1) Pursue what? [pursue two things, not either peace or sanctification but both]
(a) peace (complete well-being) with all (kinds of) people,
(i) Remember Romans 12:18.
(ii) The God of peace (Hebrews 13:20), and the King of peace (Hebrews 7:2)
(b) and the sanctification without which (holiness) no one will see (and perceive) [fut. dep. ind. of o`ra,w] the Lord:

(i) Being holy before God prepares us to be a peace with people.
(ii) Present sanctification is evidence of salvation.  If there is a lack of holiness, ones claim to salvation can be legitimately questioned.
(2) Where disharmony and disaffection appear, it is a sure sign of the presence of unholiness within the fraternity.  (P. E. Hughes, p. 538)
2) How we are to obey the three commands—15 while youpl are overseeing [pres. act. ptc. of evpiskope,w] … (this is simultaneous to the three commands)
· Three primary dangers for which we all are responsible to be on the alert, or else they will hinder the pursuit of peace and holiness
a) Re: dangers of lagging behind on the journey—lest someone is coming short of [pres. act. ptc.] the grace of God;

i) “Coming short”—see Hebrews 4:1

ii) Not for salvation, but sanctification (remember Hebrews 4:14-16)

b) Re: dangers of bitterness on the journey—lest some root of bitterness, while growing up [pres. act. ptc.], should cause trouble [pres. act. subj.], and by means of this (root of bitterness) many may be defiled [aor. pass. subj.]; [probably from Deuteronomy 29:18]
i) An evidence of not believing in the grace God offers, resulting in bitterness in one’s soul and a lack of peace with others.
c) Re: dangers of pollution on the journey—16 lest there be some … person like Esau…
i) sexually immoral (physical emphasis)—married two women
ii) or profane (spiritual emphasis; no respect for holy things),…
(1) …who sold [aor. mid. ind.] his birthright for one eating.

(1) Profaneness is an antonym for holiness.  Sexual morality does not produce holiness.  Holiness produces or accompanies sexual morality.

iii) Why the warning about Esau?—17 Because [ga,r] … [see Genesis 25:29-34]
(1) you know [perf. act. impv.] that… he was rejected (after testing) [aor. pass. ind. of avpodokima,zw],…
(a) When?  …indeed afterward (when Isaac was blessing the 2 sons in Genesis 27, some 20+ years later),
(i) when he was desiring [pres. act. ptc.] to inherit [aor. act. inf.] the blessing,… [see Owen’s following observations, p. 300)
1. How easily and readily Esau parted with the birthright

2. How slight of occasion it was—a bowl of stew

3. Without further deliberation—no second thoughts

4. Without further regret—he ate & drank, rose up and went his way
(b) Why?  because he did not find [aor. act. ind.] a place for repentance,
(i) even though he carefully sought it [aor. act. ptc.] (the blessing? repentance?) with tears.
(ii) Tears about spiritual things prove nothing in and of themselves.

(2) Esau was shortsighted, not taking the long look.
iv) Be careful of what we desire and what we do.  We can’t undo our choices, though we may be forgiven by God.  Choices have consequences.
(1) Don’t make decisions now that you will regret later.  Some decisions are irreversible in their effects.

3) Summary and applications

a) Who needs encouragement in this body right now?
b) Is your life a hindrance or a help to other believers as they observe you in the race?

c) Are you fulfilling your obligation and privilege of paying attention to the lives of others within the body?

i) Are you watching for those lagging behind?

ii) Are you watching for those who may bring in spiritual contamination?
Hebrews 12:18-29

Two reasons why we are to obey the commands of Hebrews 12:12-17
(This is the fifth and final warning passage in the book)

1) Reason # 1 (negative) why to obey the three commands—12:18-21—18 For [ga,r] you have not come [perf. act. ind. of prose,rcomai (] to the mountain … i.e. you are not at the physical, material Mt. Sinai
· The three commands were: strengthen the discouraged, make smooth paths, and keep on pursuing peace and holiness.

a) The eight-fold description of Mt. Sinai—12:18-20

i) that is being touched [pres. pass. ptc.] and …that has been burned [perf. pass. ptc.] with fire, and …to a dark cloud and …darkness and …tempest, 19 and …the sound of a trumpet and …the voice of words,
b) The response of the people at Mt. Sinai—12:19b-20
i) so that those who listened [aor. act. ptc.] refused [aor. dep. ind. of paraite,omai (] a word to be added [aor. pass. inf.] to them.
(1) They did not want to hear any more from this awesome God (Exodus 20:19).
(2) The essence of paraite,omai is to seek release/excuse from obligation; but also the sense of rejecting or refusing
ii) Why did they respond this way? Not because of the difficulty of the Law, but because of the presence of the Law-Giver
(1) 20 Because they were not enduring [imperf. act. ind. of fe,rw] what was being commanded [pres. pass. ptc. of diaste,llomai]: “And if [3rd class condition] so much as a beast touches [aor. act. subj.] the mountain, it shall be stoned [fut. pass. ind.].” [from Exodus 19:12-13]
(2) What was commanded of them? (Exodus 19:10-15)

(a) Consecrate yourself, wash your clothes, be ready the third day, obey the boundaries, put to death anyone who violates the boundaries, come up to the mountain when you hear the ram’s horn, no sexual relations with their wives
c) The response of their leader (Moses) at Mt. Sinai—12:21

i) 21 And so terrifying [fobero,j] was [imperf. act. ind.] the appearing [pres. pass. ptc. of fanta,zw] that Moses said [aor. act. ind.], “I am [pres. act. ind.] exceedingly afraid [e;kfoboj] (compare Mark 9:6) and trembling [e;ntromoj].” [from Deuteronomy 9:19]
ii) Moses was considered to have had the closest relationship with God in OT times (Exodus 33:11).  The people wanted him as their mediator (Exodus 20:19), but did not grasp the situation as Moses did (Exodus 20:20
2) Reason # 2 (positive) why to obey the three commands—12:22-24—22 But [avlla , strong contrast] youpl have approached [perf. act. ind. of prose,rcomai (] … i.e. you are Mt. Zion
· He lists eight characteristics of the evidences of grace
a) to Mount Zion, and …
i) Mt. Sinai says, “Keep at a distance, or I will put you to death because of your sin;” whereas Mt. Zion says, “Because I have dealt with your sin by putting My Son to death, draw near.”
b) to the city of the living [pres. act. ptc.] God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and …
i) Remember Hebrews 11:10
c) to myriads of angels 23 in general (festal) assembly and …
d) to the congregation of the firstborn ones who have been registered [perf. pass. ptc.] in heaven, and …

i) We are recorded on the census in heaven!

e) to the Judge, God of all, and …
i) NB, the judgeship and deity of Jesus Christ are both stated.  You cannot abandon Him and escape His justice.
f) to the spirits of just men made complete [perf. pass. ptc. of teleio,w], and …

i) Because the bodies of OT saints still await the resurrection

g) 24 to Jesus the Mediator of the new (recent) covenant, and …
i) To reject Him is to reject your only Mediator.
h) and to the blood of sprinkling that is speaking [pres. act. ptc.] better things than that of Abel.

i) Abel’s blood pleaded for vengeance; Christ’s blood pleads for forgiveness

3) Warning about disobeying the commands—12:25-27
a) What is the command?
i) 25 Keep on seeing [pres. act. impv. of ble,pw] that youpl do not refuse [aor. dep. subj. of paraite,omai (] Him who is speaking [pres. act. ptc.].
ii) Remember 12:19, when Israel refused YHWH at Mt. Sinai
b) Why?  Because [ga,r] if [1st class condition] …

i) The seriousness of rejecting God’s revelation on earth through the Law—those did not escape [aor. act. ind.] who refused [aor. dep. ptc. of paraite,omai (] the One imparting revelation [pres. act. ptc. of crhmati,zw] on earth…
ii) The seriousness of rejecting God’s revelation from heaven—much more the ones turning away [pres. mid. ptc. of avpostre,fw] from the One from heaven,

(1) 26 whose voice shook [aor. act. ind. of saleu,w] the earth at that time [Exodus 19:18];
(a) The same God is speaking both times.
(2) but now He has promised [perf. dep. ind.], saying [pres. act. ptc.], “Yet once more I shake [pres. act. ind. of sei,w] not only the earth, but also heaven.” [from Haggai 2:6-7]
(a) What?  27 Now this, “Yet once more,” makes clear [pres. act. ind. of dhlo,w] the removal [meta,qesij “to remove from one place to another”] of those things that are being shaken [pres. pass. ptc. of saleu,w], as of things that are made [perf. pass. ptc. of poie,w],
(b) Why?  in order [i[na] that the things may continue [aor. act. subj. of me,nw] which cannot be shaken [pres. pass. ptc. of saleu,w].
(i) God wants to make the distinction obvious to all.
4) Conclusion of the argument—12:28-29—28 Therefore,…
a) When?  while we are receiving [pres. act. ptc. of paralamba,nw] an unshakeable [avsa,leutoj] kingdom, …
i) We are not earning this unshakeable kingdom; it is an act of His grace.

ii) This kingdom not only will not be shaken, but cannot be shaken.

iii) Don’t build your dispensational walls too high.  We are receiving a kingdom.
b) Do what?  let us be having [pres. act. subj.] grace…
i) Why do we need God’s grace? through [dia,] which (grace) we may be serving [pres. act. ind. of latreu,w] God acceptably [euvare,stwj]…

(1) What makes acceptable service to God?  [two necessary things] with …
(a) a sense of respect—aivdw,j—the opposite of treating something as ordinary; restraint; a repugnance to a particular attitude, action, or style of clothing; see also 1st Timothy 2:9
(b) and caution—euvla,beia—a sense of the exercise of caution stemming from a proper perception of awe

(i) As Jesus in Hebrews 5:7 (noun)

(ii) As Noah in Hebrews 11:10 (verb)
ii) Why serve God shamefacedly and with caution?  29 Because [ga,r] indeed our God (“our God,” what grace, what comfort!) is a consuming [pres. act. ptc.] fire.
(1) I.e., because of who and what God is, and because of who and what we are.
(2) Remember Deuteronomy 4:23-24—“Take heed to yourselves, lest you forget the covenant of the LORD your God which He made with you, and make for yourselves a carved image in the form of anything which the LORD your God has forbidden you.  24 For the LORD your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God.”
5) Summary and applications

a) Do you see the parallels?

i) First the approach to God, then their response to God’s communication.
ii) They wanted a mediator and then got one, because they didn’t want to listen to God; we have a Mediator, and don’t always want Him, because we don’t want to listen to God.

b) Your view of God determines your response to God’s Word

i) There are significant consequences for refusing His Word.
(1) The greater the revelation, the greater the responsibility to obey.

(2) God does not trifle with the disobedient.

ii) There are significant consequences for embracing His Word.
(1) The greater the revelation, the greater the reward for obeying.

(2) The higher the privilege, the more disgraceful and the less excusable is our ingratitude.

c) Your view of God determines the acceptability of your service.

i) Is your service characterized by reverence and awe?
Hebrews 13:1-6

Introduction: This chapter gives us examples of what serving God with sense of respect and caution looks like in real life.

1) Series of three commands regarding loving other believers—13:1-3 [which will assist yourself and others from drifting away]
a) General principle—1 Brotherly love [filadelfi,a (] is to continue [pres. act. impv. of me,nw]. [see also 1st Thessalonians 4:9]
i) What hinders this?  Differences of opinion, personalities, being overly sensitive or critical, different interests, pride, wanting a prominent place in the body, etc.

b) Opportunities to show love that may come to us—2 Do not forget [pres. dep. impv. of evpilanqa,nomai] hospitality [filoxenia (], [see also 1st Peter 4:9]
i) because [ga,r] through this (hospitality) some have entertained [aor. act. ptc. of zeni,zw] angels unknowingly [aor. act. ind. of lanqa,nw].

(1) Like Abraham in Genesis 18:1ff.

ii) We ought not show hospitality so that we might entertain angels.  God may, or may not, send angels, but we still need to show hospitality.
iii) The emphasis is not so much on the activity as on the attitude or disposition.

c) Opportunities to show love that we must seek—3 Keep on remembering [pres. dep. impv. of mimnh,skw]… [2 groups of suffering believers]
i) the prisoners,
(1) Something they were already doing (Hebrews 10:34), which explains the present imperative (“keep on …”)

(2) How?  as though imprisoned with them [perf. pass. ptc. of sunde,w],

(a) Remember our oneness as a body.
(b) “It is better, more safe and honorable, to be in bonds with and for Christ, than to be at liberty with a brutish, raging, persecuting world.” (Owen, p. 394)

ii) those who are being mistreated [pres. pass. ptc. of kakouce,w],

(1) How?  as also youpl are [pres. act. ptc.] in the body.
(a) Remember our humanness, frailty, etc.
2) Statements of assumed knowledge regarding love—13:4-6
a) Regarding love within marriage
i) Three main thoughts

(1) Positive—there is nothing sinful about marriage or sexual relations within marriage, in contrast to the doctrine of demons that demands celibacy (1st Timothy 4:3).  Keep these things pure!
(a) Hold the institution of marriage in high esteem—4 Marriage is precious among all,
(i) Why? Because God ordained and sustains this foundational institution.
(b) Hold the standard of sexual purity in high esteem—and marriage bed is undefiled,
(2) Negative—but [de,]…
(a) What?  … God is judging [pres. act. ind. of kri,nw]. [remember 12:23]
(i) Whether man does so or not.  The Roman culture assumed sexual purity was an unreasonable demand to place on people.
(ii) Remember 1st Thessalonians 4:4-7.

(b) Who?

(i) Premarital sexual activity—the sexually immoral
(ii) Extramarital sexual activity—and adulterers
b) Regarding not loving money—5 Not loving money [avfila,rguroj (] (should be) customary,
i) Remember they had already suffered the loss of their material things (10:34).

ii) When?  while being content [pres. pass. ptc. of avrke,w] with your possessions [pres. act. ptc.],

(1) Both sexual immorality and discontentedness/covetousness are evidences of self-centeredness, which is the opposite of Biblical love.

(2) Discontentedness will hinder you from loving others, showing hospitality, and ministering to prisoners and others who are suffering hardship.

iii) Why?  two-fold reason—13:5b-6

(1) Looking back to security in God’s promised presence and provision—because [ga,r] he has said [perf. act. ind.], “I shall by no means [ouv mh,] abandon [aor. act. subj. of avni,hmi] you (singular), nor shall I ever [ouvde, ouv mh,] forsake [pres. act. subj. of evgkatalei,pw] you (singular),” [see Deuteronomy 31:6, 8]
(2) Looking ahead to confidence in God’s promised help, which combats the fear of man—6 so that [w[ste] we are confident [pres. act. ptc. of qarre,w] to say [pres. act. inf.],  [from Psalm 118:6]

(a) “The Lord is my helper [bohqo,j],
(b) and I will not fear [fut. dep. ind. of fobe,w];

(c) A rhetorical question—what will man do [fut. act. ind.] to me?”
(3) Consider God’s goodness, omniscience, sovereignty, what we really deserve as sinners, how God weans us from this world and this age,

3) Summary and applications

a) Observations about God

i) Your view of God impacts your view morality.

ii) Your view of God impacts your view of material things

b) Observations about love

i) God enables us to love by the fruit of the Spirit.  Galatians 5:22.

ii) God calls us to be discerning about what and whom we love.

iii) God calls us to manifest this love especially toward other believers.
Hebrews 13:7-9
1) Regarding the consistency of past church leaders—13:7  7 Remember [pres. act. impv. of mnhmoneu,w]

a) Remember who?  the ones leading/guiding [pres. dep. ptc. of h`ge,omai; used as a noun] youpl,

i) This was a plurality of men who gave guidance to others within the congregation.

b) What did they do in the past?  who spoke [aor. act. ind. of lale,w] to youpl the word [lo,goj] of God,

i) Apparently some of this group had died, thus the past tense.  This group of men were both leaders and teachers of the Word.  (see 1st Timothy 5:17; Acts 20:28-31)
ii) Remember how the Word they spoke transformed your lives.

c) When?  which, while considering carefully [pres. act. ptc. of avnaqewre,w] the outcome [e;kbasij] of their way of life,

i) He calls them to repeated contemplation of their previous spiritual leaders.

ii) Death is “the way of escape” (1st Corinthians 10:13) from all danger and difficulty.
d) Do what after remembering them?  be imitating [pres. dep. impv. of mime,omai] the faith.
i) An elder’s life of faith is to be worth imitating by those they lead and teach.
ii) Just as Paul taught the Thessalonian congregation (2nd Thessalonians 3:7, 9) and the Corinthians (1st Corinthians 11:1).

2) Regarding the consistency of Christ—13:8
a) 8 Jesus Christ (is) the same, yesterday and today, and unto the ages.
b) “The same” is what Jesus was referred to in Hebrews 1:12.

c) “Christ is the substance of the word spoken by the above mentioned rulers, the author and object of their faith, and the end in which their conversation terminated.”  (Gill)
d) Even though some of the leadership team had died, Christ (and the Biblical teaching concerning Christ) remains consistent.  Earthly leaders come and go, but Christ remains the same.  Christ will produce the same outcome in your lives that He did in your previous leaders.
e) No matter what ages lie ahead for these believers, Christ will remain unchanged.

3) Regarding the need for consistency of sound doctrine—13:9

a) The command—9 Do not be carried away [pres. pass. impv. of parafe,rw] by variegated [poiki,loj] and foreign [xe,noj] teachings,

i) There has always been a wide variety of wrong teaching.  Our times are no unique.

ii) This wrong teaching is foreign to the teaching contained in the Word that has been taught to you.
iii) Remember the purpose of God’s gifts of pastor-teachers (Ephesians 4:14) is to bring stability in the face of the storms of false teaching.

b) Why?  because [ga,r] …

i) it is good [kalo,j] for the heart to be established [pres. pass. inf. of bebaio,w] (as opposed to be carried away) by grace, not by foods,
(1) Food benefits the body, not the soul (as grace does).
ii) by which (foods) no one has been benefited [aor. pass. ind. of wvfele,w] who has made this their way of life [aor. act. ptc.].

(1) Keeping the physical, dietary rules of the Law did not bring spiritual change to a person’s heart.

4) Summary and applications
a) For some of you Jeff & I have been your only leaders.  For others, you have had previous pastors who taught you God’s Word.  Carefully consider their lives and imitate the evidences of faith and grace you saw in their lives.
b) Be comforted, knowing the Christ will never change, regardless if church leadership does.

c) Embrace the Biblical teaching we give to you so that when the winds of wrong teaching blow, you will not be blown off course.

Hebrews 13:10-16
Introduction:  This passage explains the basis for the earlier statement (see 13:9) that it is good to be established by grace and not foods.

1) Regarding identifying with Christ—13:10-14 10 We have [pres. act. ind.] an altar [spiritual] from which those who are serving [pres. act. ptc. of latreu,w] in the [physical] tent (not the temple, but the tabernacle) have [pres. act. ind.] no authority to eat [aor. act. inf.],

a) Who is this referring to?  Those “serving in the tent” are the Levites.

i) Your view of this altar will determine your view of the sacrifices mentioned later.

(1) This is obviously a figure of speech because people don’t eat altars, but rather the sacrifices on the altar!

ii) Worshipping exclusively in the temple demonstrates Christ means nothing to them.

iii) Early Christians were called “atheists” because they had no sacred building, no altars, no sacrificing priests, no sacrifices, etc.  Thus, they were considered to have no God.

b) Why?—13:11
i) 11 because [ga,r] the bodies of those living creatures whose blood is brought [pres. pass. ind. of eivsfe,rw] (on the Day of Atonement) into the holy places by the high priest concerning [peri,] sin are being burned [pres. pass. ind.] outside [e;xw] the camp.  (See Leviticus 16:27)
ii) The emphasis is on the location of where they were burned, and the attitude of the people toward them (i.e. disgraced and repudiated).

c) Application to Christ—13:12

i) 12 For this reason also [dio, kai,] Jesus (emphasizing His humanity),
(1) Did what?  suffered [aor. act. ind. of pa,scw]

(2) Where did He suffer?  outside [e;xw] the gate (of Jerusalem).

(a) On unholy ground, like the ground outside the camp (in the eyes of Jews)

(3) Why did He suffer?  in order that [i[na] he might sanctify [aor. act. subj. of a`gia,zw]

(a) What a holy Christ He is to not be contaminated by identifying with unholy people while being on unholy ground!

(b) What a powerful Christ He is to sanctify unholy people on unholy ground!

(4) Sanctify whom?  the people (of God)
(a) Whom did He sanctify?  The elect, for not all people are sanctified.
(5) How did He sanctify them?  through his own blood,

(a) Not the blood of another living creature.

ii) Jesus died and was buried outside Jerusalem, similar to the Day of Atonement sacrifices.  He was rejected by both Jewish people and leaders.  
iii) Christ suffered for our sanctification; please don’t act contrary to that purpose.

d) Application to the original readers—13:13-14  13 Accordingly [toi,nun]…
i) Do what?  let us be going out [pres. dep. subj. of evxe,rcomai] to him
(1) A demonstration of genuine saving faith.  Are we willing to embrace rejection by people for the sake of the Christ we claim to believe?  Are we willing to embrace different values than those of a fallen, unregenerate society?
(2) Separation, however, does not mean isolation.  Separation from the world is a natural result of separation unto God.  God is to be our focus, not the world.

ii) Where?  outside [e;xw] the camp (of Judaism)
(1) Emphasis on the temporary nature of the camp (Judaism).  “Come out from Judaism” is the call of Jesus who is already outside the camp.
iii) When are we to do this? while bearing [pres. act. ptc. of fe,rw] his reproach,

(1) Like Moses (Hebrews 11:26)
(2) Why do you desire to associate yourselves with the very people who reproached our Christ?  Why do you fear what these very people think of you?
iv) Why are we to go out to Him?  14 because [ga,r]… [2 reasons]

(1) Negatively—here (in this present age) we do not have [pres. act. ind.] an abiding [pres. act. ptc.] city,

(a) Every earthly location is temporary at best and is no basis for real security.

(b) What a temptation it is to attempt to insulate ourselves from the reproach and reality of the cross by retreating to traditional respectability and apparent solidarity with a system that did not bring us to Christ.  (Hughes, p. 581)

(2) Positively—but [avlla,] we are seeking [pres. act. ind.] the coming one [pres. act. ptc.].

(a) The heavenly Jerusalem.  This is not some hypothetical indefinite city, but permanent reality itself.  (Hughes, p. 581)
v) In other words, identify with Christ, even if it means bearing the verbal and physical abuse while being “outside” what is acceptable to the world and to certain religious people.

2) Regarding acceptable sacrifices for NT believers—13:15-16
a) 15 Through him (our merciful and faithful high priest—2:17), therefore [ou=n],…
i) We come to the Father through Christ.

b) Do what?  Three kinds of sacrifices every believer priest is to offer to God the Father.
i) Part of the temptation may have been: “But if we leave Judaism, we have no sacrifices to offer.”  How wrong that thinking is!

ii) Godward—expressed positively—let us be…
(1) Doing what?  offering up [pres. act. subj. of avnafe,rw] a (spiritual) sacrifice (as NT priests in the local church holy of holies) of praise
(2) When are we to do this?  at all times [dia, pa/j]

(3) To whom are we to do this?  to God,
(4) Principle restated—that is [pres. act. ind.], the fruit of lips that are acknowledging [pres. act. ptc. of o`mologe,w] his name.

(a) This includes declaration of His name as well as praise of His name.  We praise what we prize.

(5) Compare this with 1st Peter 2:5.
(6) Not just when we are in Jerusalem, or on specific feast days, but at all times in all locations in all situations.

iii) manward—expressed negatively—16 Now [de,], do not be forgetting [pres. dep. impv. of evpilanqa,nomai]…

(1) Don’t forget what? the doing of good [eu,poi,a] and sharing [koinwni,a],

(a) Governed by one definite article

(2) Why are we not to forget?  because [ga,r] with such sacrifices God takes pleasure [pres. pass. ind. of euvareste,w].

(a) These sacrifices (doing good and sharing) are pleasing to God.  They don’t earn favor with God, but they bring pleasure to Him because He enables us to be willing and able to do such sacrifices.
(b) In contrast to the animal sacrifices that were no longer pleasing to God (10:5-10).

3) Summary and applications

a) Be willing to suffer for God the Son outside your acceptable cultural and family circles because the things of this life are temporary at best.
b) Be quick to offer the sacrifices of praise to God the Father, making much of His name.
c) Be quick to offer the sacrifices of doing good and sharing with others to God the Father, bringing pleasure to Him.

Hebrews 13:17-19

Relationship with Our Present Spiritual Leaders

1) The commands regarding our relationship to church leaders—13:17

a) What are the specific commands given?
i) 17 Be persuaded by [pres. mid. impv. of pei,qw]
(1) Emphasis on obeying them.  Assent to their teaching.
ii) be yielding to [pres. act. impv. of u`pei,kw]

(1) Emphasis on deferring to their rule, even if your opinion is contrary.
b) To whom are the readers to obey these commands?

i) the ones leading [pres. dep. ptc. of h`ge,omai] youpl
(1) See the next phrase of “keeping watch.”

(2) These are the ones who were currently doing what the previous elders had done (speaking the word—13:7).

c) Why are the readers to obey these commands? because [ga,r]…

i) What the leaders are doing—they (emphatic) are keeping watch [pres. act. ind. of avgrupne,w]

(1) Regarding of what they were keeping watch—on behalf of [u`pe,r] yourpl souls,

(2) Regarding why they were keeping watch—as those who will give [fut. act. ptc.] an account,

ii) The emphasis is upon diligently staying alert while others may be sleeping.

d) How the readers are to be doing this—in order that [i[na] they may be doing [pres. act. subj. of poie,w] this (leading and keeping watch)…
i) What are the potential alternatives for the leaders who are keeping watch?

(1) Positively—with joy [cara,]

(2) Negatively—and not with sighing [stena,zw],

(a) Recalcitrant sheep bring inner groaning to the shepherds.
ii) Why are the readers to make sure the leaders can do this in this way?
(1) because [ga,r] this is unprofitable [avlusitelh,j] to youpl.

(a) You would not release the intended result.
(b) You will have it worse than the groaning of the shepherds.

(2) This is a figure of speech meaning, “it will be disastrous and ruinous to you.”

2) The command to be praying—18 Be praying [pres. dep. impv.]…

a) This request for prayer indicates the author assumes his readers to be true believers.
b) Be praying for whom?  concerning [peri,] us,
i) The author (perhaps one of their leaders?) requests prayer for himself
c) Why are the readers to be praying?
i) Because of the character of the human author—because [ga,r] we are persuaded [perf. act. ind.] that…
(1) we have [pres. act. ind.] a good [kalo,j] conscience,
(a) in all things we desire [pres. act. ptc. of qe,lw] to be living [pres. pass. inf. of avnastre,fw] well [kalw/j].

(2) Perhaps the readers had misjudged his motives and actions in his absence?

d) For what are the readers to be praying?  19 Now I am strongly urging [pres. act. ind. of parakale,w] youpl to do [aor. act. inf.] this (praying for us), in order that [i[na] I may be restored [aor. pass. subj. of avpokaqista,nw] to youpl quickly.
i) Apparently, the author (one of their leaders?) is being hindered by something outside of his control, and he desires to be restored to his place among them.  He knows that only God can resolve his situation.  Therefore, he requests consistent prayer so that he may express his love for them in person.
3) Summary and applications

a) What is your relationship with and attitude toward your elders?  Are you persuadable and yieldable?
b) Are you praying for your elders?

Hebrews 13:20-25

1) A final wish-prayer/benediction—13:20-21  20 Now, …
· Having desired their prayer for him (13:18-19), he now prays for them.
a) Who?  the God of peace,
b) What has this God of peace done in the past?  who brought up [aor. act. ptc.] out of the dead ones the great shepherd of the sheep
i) There was no more disheartening event for the early believers than the cross before the resurrection.  If God can resurrect Christ (the greater difficulty), surely He can address the lesser difficulties the readers are facing.

ii) Christ is alive.  He may be outside the camp, but He is alive and calls us to Himself.

c) How did the Father resurrect the Son?  by the blood of the eternal covenant, our Lord Jesus,

i) A covenant that can never be replaced as the Old Covenant was, referring to the New Covenant.

d) What does the author desire for his readers?  21 may he equip [aor. act. opt. of katarti,zw] youpl in every good [avgaqo,j] work
i) What is equipping?  To set right what was broken or damaged.  To restore to a state of usefulness.
ii) For what purpose does the author desire equipping?  to do [aor. act. inf. of poie,w] his will [qe,lhma],
(1) Which does not include going back to Judaism!
iii) When will God do this?  while doing [pres. act. ptc. of poie,w] in youpl what is well-pleasing [euva,restoj] in his sight,
(1) What great joy and confidence that this could be accomplished by God in our lives!

(2) Remember Philippians 2:13.
iv) How will this equipping take place in a manner pleasing to God?  through Jesus Christ,
(1) Exclusively through Christ can we be found pleasing to the Father.
v) What does Christ deserve?  to whom be glory unto the ages of the ages.  Amen.

2) Concluding remarks
a) Command # 1—13:22

i) What is the author doing?  22 I am urging [pres. act. ind. of parakale,w] youpl,
ii) Whom is he urging?  brothers,
(1) This tells us once again the spiritual condition of the original readers.
iii) What does he urge them to do?  bear with [pres. dep. impv. of avne,xomai] the word of exhortation [para,klhsij],
(1) There is a temptation not to bear with this letter.
(2) Consider the same expression in Acts 13:15.  This was essentially a written sermon.

iv) Why does he urge them to bear with what he wrote?  because [ga,r] I have written [aor. act. ind.] to youpl with brevity [bracu,j].
(1) There are less than 8,000 English words and over 5,000 Greek words in the letter.
(2) Remember he had much to say (5:11) but he could have said more (9:5 & 11:32).
b) Statement of his intentions—13:23  23 You know [pres. act. ind./impv.?] Timothy the brother has been released [perf. pass. ptc.] (from prison?), with whom, if [3rd class condition] he should come [pres. dep. subj.] quickly, I will see [fut. dep. ind.] youpl.
i) Perhaps when Nero died?
ii) The author intends to return with Timothy to his readers.
c) Command # 2—13:24a  24 Greet [aor. dep. impv.]…
i) The leaders—all the ones leading [pres. dep. ptc.] youpl,
(1) The leaders alone were not the recipients of this letter.  The author wrote to the body, not just the leadership.
(2) Greet all of the leaders, not just some.
ii) The followers—and all the saints.
(1) Greet all the saints, not just a select few.
d) Forwarding the greetings from Italy—13:24b  Those who are from Italy are greeting [pres. dep. ind.] youpl.
i) Perhaps a reference to Aquila and Priscilla?  At least it refers to Italian friends who send greetings.
e) His hearts desire—13:25  25 The grace be will all of youpl.  Amen.
i) The grace of God available to us only through Jesus Christ.
ii) May the whole good-will of God by Jesus Christ be yours.

3) Summary and applications
a) Your spiritual maturity comes from God working in you to accomplish His purpose for His glory and your good.
b) How do you respond to the teaching of God’s Word?  Do you eagerly listen to and embrace it?

Hebrews Overview and Conclusion

Chapter One
We learned that God has spoken and is not silent, and that He has spoken progressively through the ages, and yet spoke with finality through His Son.

We learned that Christ is superior to prophets and angels.

We learned we need to value God’s Word and embrace His Son.
Chapter Two

We learned of the dangers of drifting away if we ignore His Word.
We learned that we need to marvel at His condescension and His exaltation.

We learned the way of salvation and the path of suffering are not arbitrary, but consistent with the character of God.

Chapter Three

We learned Christ is superior to Moses.
We learned the necessity of taking Christ seriously, so that we will be serious in our doctrine and conduct.
We learned the seriousness of unbelief, and just how important it is that we encourage one another to trust God.
Chapter Four

We learned that fear in the face of unbelief is a healthy thing.
We learned that in the face of the temptation to unbelief, we have a great High Priest who is in the Father’s presence on our behalf, eager to dispense mercy and grace.

Chapter Five

We learned we have a qualified, complete Priest who is sympathetic to our needs.
We learned that spiritual growth, Biblical understanding, and discernment demand effort on our part.

Chapter Six

We learned that the sin of unbelief is serious business, and that some people respond to God’s gracious working in their lives with a recalcitrant attitude.
We learned that God is just, and will reward us according to how we have lived on this earth.

We learned that God is reliable and will perform what He promised, and that the appropriate response from us is a patient faith.

Chapter Seven

We learned that Christ is a priest of the type of Melchizedek, superior to the Levitical priesthood.
We learned that the Law has been removed as a rule of life for the New Covenant believer, providing the opportunity for us to be made mature and complete.

Chapter Eight

We learned that no matter how dazzling certain religious ceremonies may be, Christ’s sacrifice is superior in every way to them all.
Chapter Nine

We learned that we have unhindered access to the Father through the Son, and that our conscience can be made complete because of His superior sacrifice.
We learned that our need for redemption is great, and that God’s provision for our redemption and the purification of our conscience is even greater.

Chapter Ten

We learned the need for us to acknowledge the grace, wisdom, and power of God in accomplishing this sacrifice on our behalf.
We learned of the Son’s selfless willingness to fulfill the will of the Father.

We learned of the need for us to frequently associate with other believers by obeying the command to love one another.

We learned that we need to take sin seriously by taking God seriously.

Chapter Eleven

We learned that there have been numerous examples throughout history of people who have trusted God in the face of tremendous difficulty.
Chapter Twelve

We learned that Christ enables and exemplifies persistent endurance in doing God’s will.
We learned of our need to embrace suffering from the hand of our loving Father.

We learned of the necessity to look for ways to encourage others within this congregation.

We learned that our view of God determines our view of His Word.
Chapter Thirteen

We learned that only God can enable us to love who and what we ought to in a God-honoring manner.
We learned that our elders have the privilege and responsibility of watching over our souls and teaching us the Word, and how we ought to respond to them.

We learned of the necessity of willingly embracing Christ outside the normally acceptable circles in our culture.

We learned that it is God’s desirous will to equip us to do what is pleasing in His sight.  What grace!  What mercy!  What confidence it brings to our struggling hearts!
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