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Hebrews
Introduction

1) Who wrote the book?
a) Unknown

b) Early Christian writers frequently mention Paul, but also acknowledge that this is debatable.
2) When was it written?

a) Before the destruction of the Temple in 70 AD, because of the references to ongoing sacrifices with the present tense verbs in 5:3; 8:3; 9:9; 10:1, etc..
3) To whom was it written?  Hebrews, duh!  But who are they?

a) Negatively—people who are being tempted (2:18)
i) People who were tempted to drift away from sound teaching—2:1-4

ii) People who were tempted to harden their hearts—3:7-8
iii) People who were tempted to develop an evil, unbelieving heart—3:12

iv) People who were tempted to lack diligence in entering rest—4:11

v) People who had become dull of hearing, ought to be teachers and were spiritually immature—5:11-12
vi) People who were tempted to lack diligence and become sluggish in spiritual matters—6:11-12

vii) People who were tempted to not draw near, to not hold fast the confession of their hope without wavering, and to no get to regular church meetings as they ought—10:22-25

viii) People who were tempted to throw away their confidence—10:35

ix) People who were in need of endurance—10:36

x) People tempted to grow weary and lose heart—12:3

xi) People who struggled with contentment—13:5

b) Positively

i) People who had demonstrated love in ministering to other believers—6:10

ii) People who had endured a hard struggle with sufferings—10:32

iii) People who had identified with prisoners and had joyfully accepted the seizure of their property by the authorities—10:34

c) They were Jewish believers

i) See 3:1: they are called “holy brothers” adelfoj agioj
(1) Also notice “our brother Timothy” in 13:23

ii) See 6:9: they are called “beloved” agaphtoj
iii) See 6:10; 13:24: they are associated with the “saints” agioj
4) Why was it written?

a) A word of exhortation (13:22) regarding the superiority of Christ, as compared in the areas of …

i) Revelation
ii) Priesthood and sacrifice
iii) Covenant

b) Commands to be obedient to God in light of doctrinal teaching

i) 32 total commands, over ½ of them found in the last 2 chapters.

5) What relevance does this have for us today, right here, right now?

a) How is God revealed in this book?

i) Read ahead carefully to notice His character and conduct.

b) Who is Christ and what has He done?
i) The deity of Christ presented here contradicts certain religious groups, such as Mormons, Jehovah Witnesses, etc.
ii) The exclusive high priesthood of Christ and the sufficiency of His once-for-all sacrifice presented here contradict certain religious groups, such as Catholicism in both Roman and Anglican forms.

c) What exactly is the New Covenant and how do we as NT Gentiles relate to it, if at all?

d) How should we respond to persecution when it arises?

e) How should we respond when we are tempted to become lazy in our spiritual walk?

Hebrews 1:1-3
God Has Spoken By His Son, Who is Superior to the Prophets
1) 1 The God,
a) The writer describes the speaking of this God who spoke [aor. act. ptc.] before the coming of the Son—1:1 NB, the main concept is the gradual progressive nature of the revelation
i) When?  
(1) long ago—since the beginning of the Jewish nation in 1445 BC until 400 BC
ii) How?

(1) at various times (parts)—in a fragmentary manner over a period of about 1,100 years
(2) and in various ways (manners)—in a diverse manner
(a) Dreams, visions, angels, voices, genealogy, history, etc.

(b) Threats, promises, prophecies, public teaching, theophanies, etc.
(3) by the prophets—Jewish prophets
(a) No one prophet or prophecy delivered all of God’s revelation.

iii) To whom?
(1) to the fathers—OT Israel
b) Describe the Son through whom this same God speaks now—1:2-3
i) When? 2 in the end of these days—as compared with “long ago”
(1) God spoke through Jesus at the end of these days in which He spoke to Israel.
ii) What? has spoken [aor. act. ind.]—same God has communicated again
iii) To whom? to us—as compared with “to the fathers”
iv) How? by a Son, (one whose character is that of son-ness)
(1) One way as compared to “in many ways”.  One son as compared “by the prophets”
(2) God spoke through Jesus during the incarnation (John 8:28; 12:49; 14:10)

(a) To reject this incarnate revelation through the Son is to reject the Father who reveals.

(b) God has demonstrated mercy and love by revealing these things directly to us through the Son.

(c) The very thing they desired (God speak to us) is the very thing they rejected.

(d) To have a false doctrine of the person of Christ must inevitably result in a false doctrine of the words and work of Christ and consequently undermine the whole system of the Gospel.

v) Who is this Son by whom this same God speaks?  Why is He worth listening to?
(1) Inheritor—whom He appointed [aor. act. ind.] heir of all things,

(a) The prophets were merely heirs of some things.  There is only one Son, so there is only one heir.
(2) Creator—through Whom also He made [aor. act. ind.] the ages,

(a) The prophets were part of His creation.
(b) “The ages” refers to the various time stages of the created universe.

(3) Honored—who…sat down [aor. act. ind.] at the right hand of the Majesty on high,

· The prophets could not come into His presence and live

· Christ has gone back to the height from which He descended.  The humbled is exalted!

(a) Secondarily

(i) Honors the Father in His Person, i.e. Who He is—3 while being [pres. act. ptc.] (continually existing as)
1. the radiance of His glory—the incarnation of His glory
2. and the exact representation (character) of His essence,—Jesus is not God Jr. or God-lite.  He is everything the Father is in essence (an exact correspondence), but He is a different person and has different roles and responsibilities.
a. Perhaps one of the reasons why Israel was not to make any image of God was because Christ alone is that image?
(ii) Honors the Father in His Providential Power, i.e. what He currently does—while bearing along [pres. act. ptc.] all things by the word of His power,

1. The prophets couldn’t even uphold themselves, much less “all things.”

2. The Son constantly carries all things forward on their appointed course.

(b) Primarily

(i) Honors the Father in His Purifying, i.e. what He completely accomplished—when He had through Himself made purification [aor. mid. ptc.] of our sins,
1. The prophets needed purification from their sins.

2. Christ alone did the completed purifying, and He did it through Himself.

3. Thus He is seated, because His work of purification is done!

2) Summary and applications

a) God has spoken and is not silent.

i) Read, listen to, study, and learn the Word.
b) God has spoken progressively.

i) Job is different than Zechariah, Psalm different from Leviticus, Genesis from Ecclesiastes, etc.

ii) From approximately 4,000 BC until 400 BC God kept communicating.

iii) The story of divine revelation is a story of progression up to Christ, but there is no progression beyond Him.
(1) The rest of the NT writers focus on Christ.

c) God has spoken with finality through the Son

i) The prophets were incomplete in person, action, and word.  Yet we listen to them.

ii) The Son is complete in person, action and word.  Listen to Him!
Hebrews 1:4-14
God Has Spoken By His Son, Who is Superior to the Angels
Introduction:  NB that the writer of Hebrews proves His point of Christ’s superiority to those who are struggling spiritually by taking them back to the revealed Word.  The writer uses seven quotes from the OT to accomplish his task of demonstrating Christ’s superiority.
1) Superiority of the Son’s name—1:4-6
a) 1:4—4 having become [aor. dep. ptc.] as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited [perf. act. ind.] (the name “Son”) is more excellent than theirs,

i) After being seated at the right hand of the Father (1:3), which never happened to an OT prophet.  The use of the perfect aspect of inherit emphasizes ongoing possession.
ii) But there are angels in heaven where the Son now is.  Is He superior to these angels?  Yes!

b) Why?

i) Questions # 1 & 2 concerning Father/Son relationship——5 because, with reference to which of the angels did he ever say [aor. act. ind.],

(1)  “You are [pres. act. ind.] my son, today I have fathered [perf. act. ind.] you”?  [Psalm 2:7] quote (
(a) Angels are referred to as a group in the phrase “sons of God” (Job 1:6; 2:1; 38:7), but no single angel was ever identified as God’s Son.

(b) “Begotten” or better “fathered” is an expression that refers to the public acknowledgment of one’s son.

(i) This happened at the immersion (Matthew 3:17), and the transfiguration (Matthew 17:5), but the resurrection and ascension are the ultimate public declaration on His Son-ness [Acts 13:33].

(2) And again, “I will be [fut. dep. ind.] to him a father and he will be [fut. dep. ind.] to me a son”? [2nd Samuel 7:14] quote (
ii) Command to worship the Son—6 But, when he again brings [aor. act. subj.] the firstborn (a title) into the inhabited world (heaven?), he says [pres. act. ind.], “And let all the angels of God give worship [aor. act. impv.] to him.” [Deuteronomy 32:43 or Psalm 97:7] quote (
(1) “Firstborn” is a title of the king in Psalm 89:26-27.  It refers to superiority of position.
(2) If the “world” is indeed the earth, and if “again brings” is important, then this refers to the second coming.

(3) Christ’s superiority over angels is noted in that each and every angel is specifically commanded to give worship to Him.  It would be wrong for angels to worship anyone other than God Himself.
2) Contrasts between angels and the Son—1:7-14  7 And…
a) The angels are created, submissive, and changeable servants—on the one hand, with reference to the angels, he says [pres. act. ind.], “The one making [pres. act. ptc.] his angels winds, and his ministers a flame of fire.” [Psalm 104:4] quote (
b) The Son rules uprightly and permanently—8 But on the other hand, with reference to the son, “Your throne, O God, [NB, His deity!  The Son is called God by God!] unto the age of the age; a scepter of uprightness (moral straightness) is the scepter of your kingdom.  9 You have loved [aor. act. ind.] righteousness, and have hated [aor. act. ind.] lawlessness (during the incarnation); because of this (love and hatred), God [NB, His deity!], your God has anointed [aor. act. ind.] you with the oil of gladness beyond your companions (partakers; i.e. believers [see Hebrews 2:10-11] ?).” [Psalm 45:6-7] quote (
i) In light of His completed work on earth, the Father has anointed the Son with gladness in heaven as at a royal banquet.
ii) 10 And, “You, Lord, [NB, His deity!  Psalm 102 is addressed to Yahweh (v. 1) and Elohim (v. 24)] in the beginning laid the foundation [aor. act. ind.] of the earth, and the heavens are [pres. act. ind.] the work of your hands; 11 they will perish [fut. mid. ind.], but you are continuing throughout [pres. act. ind.]; and they all will wear out [fut. pass. ind.] like a garment, 12 and like a robe you will roll them up [fut. act. ind.], and they will be changed [fut. pass. ind.].  But you are [pres. act. ind.] the same, and your years will not come to an end [fut. act. ind.].” [Psalm 102:25-27] quote (
(1) Anticipating the end of the created universe but not the end of the Creator.
c) The Son has received the promise of ruling—13 But with reference to which of the angels has he ever said [perf. act. ind.], “Sit [pres. dep. impv.] at my right hand (as an invitation), until I make [aor. act. subj.] your enemies a footstool for your feet”? [Psalm 110:1] quote (, question # 3
i) The Son stays at the Father’s side, with anticipation of the end of the open rebellion of His enemies.  Note the delay between the ascension and the taking of the throne of David.
ii) NB the Father’s preparation for the Son’s footstool!

iii) This is a promise of forced submission, but not conversion.

d) The angels have received the responsibility to serve—14 Are [pres. act. ind.] they not all (without exception) ministering spirits, being sent forth [pres. pass. ptc.] for service for the sake of those who are about [pres. act. ptc.] to inherit [pres. act. inf.] salvation? Question # 4
i) Salvation is, in one real sense, yet future for us (Romans 13:11).

ii) The angels ministered to the Son during His incarnation and who also was appointed heir of all things, and now they minister to us who will inherit salvation.

(1) By protecting from danger, by delivering out of danger, by delivering us to heaven at the time of death

3) Summary and applications
a) Christ’s superiority to angels is based on OT Scripture.  Trust His Word.
b) Christ’s superiority is observed:  Bow before Him.
i) In the Father/Son relationship

ii) In the command for angels to worship Christ

iii) In His upright and changeless nature

iv) In His right to rule

c) Do you see the supremacy of Christ today?  Value Him and embrace Him.
Hebrews 2:1-4

1) The warning—2:1

a) The basis of the warning—1 Because of this…angels are sent to minister to those who are about to inherit salvation, but also the whole argument of 1:1-14.  The superior Son has a superior message of salvation.
b) The essence of the warning—it is necessary [pres. act. ind.] for us to pay much closer attention [pres. act. inf.] to the things having been heard [aor. pass. ptc.], that we should not ever drift away [aor. act. subj.],

i) If we listen to the prophets and wisdom literature, how much more we should listen to Christ.

ii) We hear the Word of the Gospel and God brings faith and salvation (Romans 10:14, 15, 17).  Only God can enable us to pay attention (same word in Acts 8:6; 16:14; 2nd Peter 1:19) to the Word.

(1) There are those who will pay attention to something other than God’s Word (Acts 8:10-11; 1st Timothy 1:4; 4:1; Titus 1:14).  You will pay attention to something!

iii) Drifting spiritually (spiritual carelessness, distracted indifference) is one of the easiest things we can do.  To bring the ship of our soul to safe harbor in the Word of Christ may not be easy, but there is no other safe haven in the face of catastrophe.

iv) How to pay attention to God’s Word: (from John Owen, vol. 3, pp. 264-266)

· Value it; diligently study it; mix it with faith; labor to practice it; watch against all opposition against it.

v) What causes or tempts us not to pay attention? (Owen, pp. 267-268)

· Peace and prosperity; persecution; temptation; loving this age; loving sin; loving false teaching

2) The reason for the warning—2:2-4  2 because…
a) OT revelation of condemnation—2:2  if [1st class, assumed true] the word spoken [aor. pass. ptc.] through angels was [aor. dep. ind.] valid, and every transgression (overstepping the bounds) and disobedience (unwillingness to listen) received [aor. act. ind.] a fair payment,

i) God does the speaking, but through angels who are associated with the giving of the Law, as observed in both Paul and Stephen—Galatians 3:19; Acts 7:53; possibly from Deuteronomy 33:2 and Psalm 68:17

ii) The punishment fit the sin.

b) NT revelation of salvation—2:3-4  3 how will we (1:2) escape [fut. dep. ind.], having neglected [aor. act. ptc.] so great a salvation?
i) Identification of this salvation—the future hope we have

(1) 1:6—when he again brings the firstborn into the inhabited world

(2) 1:14—those who are about to inherit salvation

(3) 2:5—the coming inhabited world concerning which we are speaking

(4) 6:18—the hope set before us is an anchor of our soul

(5) 12:2—the joy set before Him

ii) Neglect of this salvation—to be unconcerned about, to pay no attention to, to make light of; parallel to the transgressions and disobedience in 2:2

(1) Neglecting this word results in “not escaping”; but from what?  Slipping away.  They are in danger of losing their right to be acknowledged as authentic Christians because they are careless about the Word.

(2) To neglect His Word indicates that we do not value His person, His work, or His word.

iii) The greatness of this salvation

(1) From a great Author with great wisdom, with great success, with great promise of deliverance, great promise of all things subject to Christ in the future (2:5-8).

(2) The greater the word, the worse our ingratitude.

iv) The initiation of this salvation—Which (salvation) having begun to be spoken [pres. pass. inf.] through the Lord,
(1) Not through angels, but through the Son who is Lord.  God the Father spoke through Christ as the first Gospelizer of this glorious future.
v) The confirmation of this salvation—was proved valid [aor. pass. ind.] to us by the ones who heard [aor. act. ptc.],

· This was not a random report from non-credible witnesses.

(1) 4 God testifying together with [pres. act. ptc.] both…
(a) distinguishing signs—authenticating the messengers
(b) and wonders—causing awe and admiration
(c) and various (variegated) demonstrations of power—no flat uniformity
(d) and distributions of the Holy Spirit
(2) according to his will.

(a) Not according to our faith, but according to His desirous will or pleasure.

3) Summary and applications

a) See man’s responsibility to endure

i) If they believed the prophets, how much more should they believe the Son.

(1) To believe and obey the Son is to glorify the Son.

ii) If ignoring the word spoken through creatures, worshippers, and servants (angels) was a serious thing, how much more serious it is to ignore the Word spoken through the Creator (His Son) who is superior to the angels.

iii) Our view of future salvation impacts the way we live now.

(1) If we pay careful attention, we will not drift, because we have an anchor of the soul.

(2) If we respond with distracted indifference to God’s Word, we will drift.

b) See God’s mercy and grace in encouraging endurance

i) God allowed them to hear the truth about Jesus Christ

ii) God allowed them to see and hear the signs, wonders, powers, and distributions of the Holy Spirit

iii) God allowed them to hear the warning about the dangers of drifting beyond where they should be.

Hebrews 2:5-9

Introduction:  Did the incarnation erase or even lessen Christ’s superiority to angels?

1) 5 For/Because… in light of the warning of 2:1-4, and the arguments set forth in 1:1-14.

2) it was not to angels that he subjected [aor. act. ind.] the coming [pres. act. ptc.] inhabited world, concerning which (inhabited world; not ko,smoj or aivw,n but oivkoume,nh) we are speaking [pres. act. ind.].

· Remember well that God places in subjection whom He will and to whom He will.

· This identifies the great salvation of 2:3.  Jesus’ ruling in the Kingdom over all things (including angels) is our hope.  Note also “the coming age” (6:5); “the coming good things” (9:11; 10:1); “the coming city” (13:34).

· There were some rabbis who taught that angels would rule the coming world, perhaps in part because of passages like Deuteronomy 32:8 (LXX); Daniel 10:13, 20, 21.  The author of Hebrews corrects that wrong teaching.

a) Proof that angels are not the rulers (but servants) in the coming inhabited world—6 But one has testified (being extremely serious) [aor. dep. ind.] somewhere, saying [pres. act. ptc.], [Psalm 8:4-6; NB how this aligns with Genesis 1:26-28] (The author again depends upon the authority of the Word of God, to prove his teaching was nothing new.  God’s greatness is demonstrated in part through his dealings with mankind.)

i) Two-fold question—“What is [pres. act. ind.] man that you remember [pres. dep. ind.] him, or the son of man that you look after [pres. dep. ind.] him?

(1) What is man?  Man is made from dirt; man is exceedingly frail; man is utterly sinful.

ii) Three-fold display of God’s remembering and looking after man

(1) Emphasizing God’s involvement in man’s insignificance
(a) 7 You made him lower [aor. act. ind.] than the angels for a little while;

(i) God deliberately made mankind lower.  This was not accidental.

(ii) God deliberately made mankind lower than the angels.

(iii) God deliberately made mankind lower than the angels temporarily.

(2) Emphasizing God’s involvement in man’s greatness
(a) You crowned [aor. act. ind.] him with glory (weight and worth) and honor (beauty and splendor).

(b) 8 You subjected [aor. act. ind.] all things under his (a man’s) feet.”

b) Comments not found in Psalm 8—Because in the subjecting [aor. act. inf.] all things to him (a man), he left [aor. act. ind.] nothing not subject to (independent, rebellious) him (a man).

i) “Nothing” includes all angels and the coming inhabited world.  Man is no landless king: the world was given to him to rule over.

3) The author’s application—2:8b-9
a) Negatively (not seen in humanity)—But now we do not see [pres. act. ind.] all things subjected [perf. pass. ptc.] to him (a man).

i) This subjection is not yet seen in this world because of the Fall.  But the authority of the Scriptures is more reliable and valuable than the testimony of our own experience.

ii) Someday this will happen as believers rule with Christ—Revelation 5:9-10; 20:6

b) Positively (seen in Jesus Christ)—9 But we do see [pres. act. ind.] (with the eyes of faith) him who has been made lower [perf. pass. ptc.] than the angels for a little while (the incarnation), Jesus (His name emphasizing His humanity), having been crowned [perf. pass. ptc.] with glory and honor (i.e. the ascension) because of the suffering of the death,
i) Christ’s being made lower than the angels (incarnation) is permanent (see perfect aspect).  His humiliation not only included becoming human, but also suffering the worst death a human could suffer.

(1) So also Christ’s crowning for victory/reward is permanent (see perfect aspect).
ii) so that (by the being made lower than angels) by the grace of God (not because man deserved it) he might taste [aor. dep. subj.] death on behalf of (u`per) everyone (panto.j).

(1) Two options:

(a) Each and every person ever born?

(b) Each and every person who is about to inherit salvation?  Consider 2:10-18.

(2) Remember this: Jesus was not humbled and made less than the angels without his own will and consent.  He was not forced into this.

c) So, the whole testimony of the psalmist shows that Christ is the one who verifies Psalm 8.  Christ has been crowned, but He awaits the time to visibly rule.

i) Remember 1:13—“sit here until I make Your enemies Your footstool.”

d) Thus, the concept here is this: hold fast your allegiance to Christ because the time is coming when those who do so will enter into a glory surpassing that of the angels.  It is worth the struggle; it is worth the wait.

4) Summary and applications

a) Let us marvel at the condescension of God the Father toward us.  What is man?  What is there in us that makes us attractive to God?  Nothing!

b) Let us marvel at the condescension of God the Son toward us.

i) He became like us, temporarily lower than the angels.

ii) He endured the suffering of the death.

iii) He tasted death by God’s grace.

iv) He tasted death for on behalf of everyone.

c) Let us marvel at the exaltation of God the Son.

i) He has been crowned with glory and honor.

ii) His suffering and humiliation were temporary.  So is yours.  It is worth enduring.

Hebrews 2:10-18

Introduction:  We all come to the Scriptures with presumptions and prejudices.  One such prejudice is that suffering cannot be God’s will for His children.  Associated with that presumption is the notion that if God loves us, our life will be comfortable.  One conclusion that some draw based on such presumptions is that if I’m suffering, then God is angry with or doesn’t care about me.  These thoughts, and others, are demonstrated to be false by the author of Hebrews.

1) 10 Because (the reason why Christ suffered death and tasted death for everyone by God’s grace) it was proper [imperf. act. ind.] for him,… to make the author (the originator, trail-blazer) of their salvation complete [aor. act. inf.] (to fully qualify Him) through sufferings (NB the plural).
a) Three-fold description of God the Father:
i) on account of whom [dia, with accusative] are all things—He is the goal or end of all things, including Christ’s suffering and death
ii) and through whom [dia, with genitive] are all things,—He is the source or agency of all things, including Christ’s suffering and death
iii) having brought [aor. act. ptc.] many (not just “one”) sons to (heavenly, not earthly) glory,
(1) This is part of the “all things”

(2) Don’t forget Romans 3:23, “For all sinned and have fallen short of the glory of God.”  Christ’s death solves that problem.  Consistent with Romans 8:30.

2) Why is this concept of “completion through sufferings” proper?

a) 11 Because both the one sanctifying [pres. act. ptc.] (Christ) and the ones being sanctified [pres. pass. ptc.] are all from one;

i) Christ prayed for our sanctification—John 17:17

ii) Who/what is the “one” source? God the Father who designed their common humanity in Adam.  This is something that cannot be said about angels.

iii) for this reason (of their mutual origin) he is not ashamed [pres. dep. ind.] to be calling [pres. act. inf.] them (the ones being sanctified) brothers, 12 saying [pres. act. ptc.],

· Jesus often referred to His genuine followers as “brothers”—Matthew 12:46-49; 23:8; 25:40; John 20:17
· Even if physical family reject us, be certain Christ identifies with us.
· Three-fold sources of this truth:  (NB that all three place the speaker in the same group as the children/brothers)

(1) “I will declare [fut. act. ind.] your (the Father’s) name (character) to my brothers; in the midst of the congregation I will sing [fut. act. ind.] your (the Father’s) praise (lit. “I will hymn you”).”  [Psalm 22:22]

(a) The psalmist is so confident in God’s ability to deliver that he promises to tell everyone at the thanksgiving meal about who God is and what God has done.

(2) 13 And again, “I will [fut. dep. ind.] put my trust [perf. act. ptc.] upon him.”  [Isaiah 8:17b]

(a) The context of Isaiah 8 is that of a two-fold response to Yahweh: some embrace and many stumble.  Isaiah considered himself among the remnant of those who embraced Yahweh.

(b) Embracing God’s sovereignty produces great confidence in the hearts of God’s elect.

(3) And again, “Behold [aor. act. impv.], I and the children whom God gave [aor. act. ind.] me.”  [Isaiah 8:18a]

(a) Remember John 6:37, 39; 10:29; 17:2, 6, 9, 24

b) 14 Since therefore the children share [perf. act. ind.] of flesh and blood (the commonness of our humanity), he likewise (voluntarily) participated in [aor. act. ind.] (the incarnation) the same things,
· This voluntary participation in humanity implies the pre-existence of Christ.

i) Why? in order that through the death (not merely His good life or example)…
(1) he might destroy [aor. act. subj.] the one having [pres. act. ptc.] the power of the death, that is [pres. act. ind.], the devil,

(a) Jesus’ death destroyed the power of the one who controlled death!

(b) Satan’s “power of death” is demonstrated in tempting man to sin against God, accusing them before God, and calling for their death.

(2) 15 and might liberate [aor. act. subj.] these, as many as through fear of death were [imperf. act. ind.] liable to bondage through all their living [pres. act. inf.].

(a) The Mosaic Law was “the soul that sins it shall die.”  Constant sin, constant fear.  Fear of death is that expectation of death as a punishment for our sins.  It is connected with self-preservation.

(b) 16 Because he surely does not take hold of [pres. dep. ind.] angels, but he takes hold of [pres. dep. ind.] the seed of Abraham (Israelite believers).

(i) Newer view—see this as Jesus helping people, not angels, thus helping all believers

(ii) Older view—see this verse as Jesus taking on humanity, not the nature of angels, thus becoming Jewish

3) 17 For which reason (his purposeful death) he was obligated [imperf. act. ind.] to be made like [aor. pass. inf.] the brothers in all things,

· This (“to be made”) implies the pre-existence of Christ.

a) Why?

i) in order that he might become [aor. dep. subj.] a merciful (pity in re: to our misery) and faithful (constant care in re: to our need) high priest in things pertaining to God,

· This is the first mention of Christ as high priest, which will be expanded later.
(1) to make propitiation for [pres. pass. inf.] the sins of the people (Israel).

(a) God removed the barrier of sin that man erected.

(b) Christ’s death was sufficient for all, but efficient only for some.

ii) 18 Because having himself been tested [aor. pass. ptc.] in the things he suffered [perf. act. ind.], he is able [pres. dep. ind.] to help [aor. act. inf.] the ones being tested [pres. pass. ptc.].

(1) The readers were tempted to quit.  Christ is able to come to their aid, because He understands what they are going through in their humanity.  No merely human high priest can assist you; only Christ!

(2) How does He help us?

(a) It is precisely because we have been defeated that we need the assistance of the One who has been victorious.  He can now do for His redeemed all that they stand in need of.

(b) Christ has genuine compassion; He prays for us; He upholds us; He rebukes the tempter; He delivers us out of temptation.

4) Summary and applications

a) The way of salvation is not arbitrary, but appropriate to the character of God.  No one can judge what is proper/appropriate for God but God Himself!

b) You who are tempted to drift…cling to Christ!

i) Your view of Christ will determine how you respond to the temptations.  Is He merciful?  Is He faithful?  Does He understand?  Is He able to help?

ii) Run to Christ at the first sight or sound of testing.

c) Suffering is the means of being made complete/mature.  Don’t squander the opportunity.
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