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Hebrews 11:1-7
Evidence from the before the flood that the righteous have always lived by faith
1) Faith is described—11:1-3  1 Now, faith is [pres. act. ind.]…

a) Faith—just referred to in 10:39

i) Not saving faith, but sanctifying faith by which the righteous one lives his/her life.

b) Faith is two things
i) Related to hope regarding the future—the assurance (title-deed, legal assurance) of things being hoped for [pres. pass. ptc.],

(1) Faith in God’s promises regarding the future that enables one to endure now.

(2) Whereas Paul’s use of faith often refers to faith regarding the past.

ii) Related to knowledge regarding the invisible—the proof (legal proof/demonstration) of things not being seen [pres. pass. ptc.],
(1) Faith extends beyond what we learn from our senses.

c) Why is faith to be described in this way?

i) 2 because in this (faith) the elders were borne witness [aor. pass. ind.].

(1) Hebrews 11 is a listing of these elders.

d) Faith in relation to Creation—11:3 3 By faith we understand [pres. act. ind.] …

i) What? that the ages have been prepared [perf. pass. inf. of katarti,zw] by the word of God,
(1) Genesis 1—God said; Job 38:4

ii) Why? so that the things being seen [pres. pass. ptc.] have not come into being [perf. act. inf.] out of things being visible [pres. dep. ptc.].

(1) The author denies the eternality and preexistence of matter.

iii) Belief in the existence of the world is not enough, nor is belief in the world being made out of preexisting materials.  Genuine faith believes that all was prepared by the word of God.  This is God’s world, and faith assures us that God created it. [Morris, p. 114)

2) Faith is demonstrated—before God’s flood in the time of Noah—11:4-7
a) Faith demonstrated in Abel’s sacrifice—11:4

i) While alive

(1) 4 By faith Abel offered [aor. act. ind.] to God a greater sacrifice than Cain,
(a) on account of which (faith demonstrated in the sacrifice) he was borne witness [aor. pass. ind.] to be [pres. act. inf.] righteous,
(i) God bearing witness [pres. act. ptc.] about his gifts,
1. There was nothing inherently superior in Abel’s sacrifice.  His sacrifice was superior because it was a demonstration of faith, unlike Cain’s.

ii) While dead

(1) and through it (faith demonstrated in the sacrifice), …he is still speaking [pres. mid. ind.].
(a) having died [aor. act. ptc.],
(2) Luther said, “he who when he was actually alive could not teach even his only brother by his faith and example, now that he is dead teaches the whole world.”

(3) Telling us to trust God, no matter what the consequences.

b) Faith demonstrated in Enoch pleasing God—11:5-6  5 By faith Enoch…
i) What two things do we need to know about Enoch?

(1) was transferred [aor. pass. ind.] so as not to see [aor. act. inf.] death—
(2) “and he was not found [imperf. pass. ind.] because God transferred [aor. act. ind.] him”—
(a) NB the initiative in God’s doing this to Enoch.

ii) Why are these things significant?

(1) because before the transference he has been borne witness [perf. pass. ind.] to have pleased [perf. act. inf.] God,
(a) The LXX interprets the Hebrew “walked with God” as “please God.”

(2) 6 and without faith it is impossible (not merely difficult) to please [aor. act. inf.],

(a) Many have tried to please God apart from faith (always by some work they attempt to do), but that is impossible to do.

(b) Romans 14:23 is to the believer as well.

iii) Why is it impossible to please God without faith?

(1) because it is necessary [pres. act. inf.] for the one (characterized by) approaching [pres. dep. ptc. of prose,rcomai] God to believe [aor. act. inf.]… [two things about God]
· Approaching is an act of obedience based on Hebrews 10:22.  See also Hebrews 4:16; 7:25; 12:18 & 22
(a) that he is [pres. act. ind.] and…
(i) Even the demons do this—James 2:19

(ii) Sometimes Christians function as practical atheists.

(b) he becomes [pres. dep. ind.] a rewarder of the ones (characterized by) intensely seeking [pres. act. ptc.] him.

(i) NB the believer’s responsibility to seek God.

1. We must seek Him according to the revelation He has graciously given to us.

(ii) NB that God Himself is the reward.

c) Faith demonstrated in Noah preparing for God’s flood—11:7  7 By faith Noah,… prepared [aor. act. ind. of kataskeua,zw] the ark 
i) When did Noah prepare the ark?  having been warned [aor. pass. ptc.] concerning things not yet being seen [pres. pass. ptc.],

(1) Noah received divine revelation concerning the future and believed it.  He did not act on his intuition or a hunch.  He didn’t trust his senses but instead he relied on God’s clear revelation.
ii) Why did Noah prepare the ark?  for the salvation of his household,
(1) God can and does save believers in difficult times.
(2) The same waters that floated the ark drowned the unbelievers.

iii) What was Noah’s attitude regarding this warning?  having reverence [aor. pass. ptc.], through which (faith demonstrated in building the ark) he… [did two things]
(1) condemned [aor. act. ind.] the (sinful) world and…
(a) Not as its judge, but as a witness against it.

(2) became [aor. dep. ind.] an heir of the righteousness according to faith.
(a) He believed God’s message about the flood.  He was granted righteousness before God because he believed what God said.
3) Summary and applications

a) The very worst Satan and this world have to offer is nothing compared with the glories that are to be revealed—Romans 8:18; 2nd Corinthians 4:16-18
b) Genuine faith believes things based on the Word of God, even when those things are invisible and seem impossible.
c) Reverence is a fruit of faith when it motivates us to diligence in our duties.

Hebrews 11:8-12

1) Abraham—11:8-10  [two aspects of Abraham’s life]
a) Before he entered the Promised Land—8 By faith Abraham,… [did two things]

i) Prompt obedience—…obeyed [aor. act. ind.] to go out [aor. act. inf.] to the place which he was about [imperf. act. ind.] to receive [pres. act. inf.] for an inheritance,
(1) while he was being called [pres. pass. ptc.],…
(a) He left his homeland immediately (while being called).

(b) He left his homeland because he received revelation from God.

ii) Persevering obedience—and he went out [aor. act. ind.]…
(1) not understanding [pres. dep. ptc.] where he was going [pres. dep. ind.].

(a) He didn’t understand everything, but he still trusted the one who revealed to him.

(b) It was not until Abraham had left Ur and later Haran that God made known to him what the final destination was to be.
iii) NB, genuine faith leads to action, not inactivity.
b) While living in the Promised land—11:9-10

i) The present situation—9 By faith he lived temporarily [aor. act. ind.]…
(1) Where?  in the land of the promise, as in a foreign land,
(a) Abraham lived at Shechem, Bethel, Hebron, and Beersheba.

(b) The only land he owned was a burial plot for his wife.

(2) How?  dwelling [aor. act. ptc.] (permanently) in (temporary) tents…
(a) with Isaac and Jacob, the fellow-heirs of the same promise,

(i) Abraham was 100 when Isaac was born, and 160 when Jacob was born.  Thus Jacob knew grandpa Abraham for 15 years, as Abraham died at 175.

(b) These men also responded in faith in the same promise, but did not see the fulfillment of that promise in their day,

ii) Why?  Because of the future hope—10 because [ga,r] he was expecting [imperf. dep. ind.] the city having [pres. act. ptc.] the foundations (unlike his tent),
(1) whose architect (city planner/designer) and builder is God.

(2) Abraham focus on the eternal enabled him to endure the temporary circumstances.

(3) John Owen stated, “Faith discerning aright the glory of spiritual promises will make the soul of the believer contented and well satisfied with the smallest portion of earthly enjoyments.” (p. 69)

2) Sarah—11:9  11 By faith even Sarah herself received [aor. act. ind] the ability for the foundation of a seed,
a) When?  even when she was beyond the age of life to give birth [aor. act. ind.],

i) She participated in the physical act in order to conceive.  This was an act of faith.
b) Why?  since she regarded [aor. dep. ind.] the one who promised [aor. dep. ptc.] to be faithful.

i) The promise had been made to her husband, not to her directly.  She deliberately chose (reckoned) to believe the Invisible One who made the promise to her husband.
c) Conclusion—11:12  12 Therefore [dio,] indeed from one man, … there were fathered [aor. pass. ind.]…
i) The human impossibility—and this one (man) impotent [perf. pass. ptc.],

(1) Both Abraham and Sarah were unable to produce children.
(2) They didn’t focus on the seen but the unseen.

ii) The Divine faithfulness

(1) the large number as the stars of the heaven in number,
(2) and innumerable as the sand along the shore of the sea.

3) Summary and applications

a) Abraham was called to separate from the known, and to pursue the unknown based on revelation from God.  So too are we.
b) Sarah trusted the God of her husband.  So too are you wives.
i) Remember 1st Peter 3:6—she obeyed, she respected, she was not frightened by any fear
c) God does not call us to a perfect faith, but a persevering faith.
i) Both Abraham and Sarah had obvious failures in their walk of faith, but they persevered in that walk because of their view of God.

Hebrews 11:13-16

1) 13 In accordance with [kata] faith, these all died [aor. act. ind.]…
a) Who are “these all?”  Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Jacob

b) They all died “in accordance with faith”—i.e. their faith was persevering unto the end, enabling them to die in a Godward manner.

i) A life of faith manifests itself in death according to faith, when all else is guaranteed to fail.

c) In relationship to the promises
i) Negatively—not having received [aor. act. ptc.] the promises,
(1) He obtained the promise (Hebrews 6:15), but did not see the Messiah himself.

(2) This does not mean the promises failed, or that they had lost the promises.  The reliability of the promises depends on the faithfulness and ability of the One making the promises.

(3) What promises were made to them?

(a) A seed—Genesis 17:2-7

(b) A land—Genesis 15:18-21

(c) A nation—Genesis 12:2; 17:4

(d) Divine protection—Genesis 12:3
ii) Positively—

(1) but [avlla] having perceived [aor. act. ptc. of o`ra,w] them at a distance
(a) To see with understanding
(2) At this point, the TR inserts—and were persuaded
(3) and having greeted [aor. dep. ptc. of avspa,zomai] (them),
(a) To express recognition of and delight in
(4) Like a long-time-no-see-acquaintance you sight at the airport, etc.
d) In relationship to this earth
i) and having acknowledged [aor. act. ptc. of o`mologe,w] that they are [pres. act. ind.]…

(1) strangers and temporary residents on the earth,

ii) How do we know this was their attitude? 14 because [gar] those who are saying [pres. act. ptc.] such things (that they are strangers and temporary residents on earth) are making known [pres. act. ind.] that they are seeking [pres. act. ind.] a fatherland.
(1) Acknowledged by Abraham—Genesis 23:4

(2) Acknowledged by Jacob—Genesis 47:9
2) 15 And if,… [2nd class condition—assumed contrary to fact, inaccurate]

a) on the one hand [men],…
i) they were remembering [imperf. act. ind.] that (fatherland) from which they came out [aor. act. ind.],
(1) they would have had [imperf. act. ind.] an opportunity to return [aor. act. inf.];

(a) Cp. some of the Israelites of the Exodus and their desires for Egypt, of whom it was said, “They shall not enter My rest. (3:10-11)
(b) They certainly had the time and energy to do so.  There were no external barriers prohibiting them from returning, nor was the distance too great.

b) 16 now, on the other hand [de],…
i) they are aspiring [pres. mid. ind.] to a better (fatherland), that is [pres. act. ind.], a heavenly one.

(1) A place characterized by: free from death and sin; free from Satanic, worldly, and fleshly temptations; free from doubts, fears, and unbelief; free from sorrow and affliction, etc.

3) Therefore [dio], God is not ashamed [pres. dep. ind.] of them, to be called [pres. pass. inf.] their God,
a) Which is another way of saying He was pleased with them because they lived and died in the sphere of faith.

b) To be called whose God?  The God of  Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob”
i) Remember Exodus 3:6—“I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob”
c) How do we know He is not ashamed?  because [gar] he has prepared [aor. act. ind. of e`toima,zw] a city for them.
i) Emphasis on the fact that the preparations are completed.  If He were ashamed of them, He would not want them permanently with Him in Heaven.
ii) We have guests who come to stay in our homes, but like fish, after 3-4 days they begin to stink!  God is not like that, thankfully.
4) Summary and applications

a) Faith enables us to endure as we await the promise.
b) Believers are to die according to faith, illustrating that the faith they lived by is worthy of dying by.

i) Read the accounts of believers who have died well.
c) We ought to be humbled that God would be pleased with us, and not be ashamed of us as we seek to live by faith.  In spite of our repeated stumbling, He is pleased.
Hebrews 11:17-22

Faith Looks Beyond Death

Introduction:  Standing for Christ may expose believers to the danger of dying.  The early believers had already seen some martyrs.  Was faithfulness to Christ worth it?  If so, how does one face death in a way that honors God?  The illustrations the author uses are from the middle to the end of the book of Genesis.
1) 17 By faith Abraham …—11:17-19

a) Did two things

i) offered up [perf. act. ind.] Isaac
(1) while being tested [pres. pass. ptc.],
(a) God was testing Abraham’s love for God.  Will Abraham obey even if God’s command seems contradictory to God’s promise?
(b) God has the right to command this test.  His will is the standard of right and good.  He is the giver of life; therefore He can take that life when and if He deems it right to do so.
ii) and … was offering up [imperf. act. ind.] his only son;

(1) How is Abraham described?  the one having welcomed [aor. dep. ptc.] the promises
(a) Faith recognizes that God’s commands and God’s promises are not ultimately in conflict.

(b) Faith recognizes that God’s commands often demand human responsibility in light of God’s promises.

(i) Abraham took the responsibility of being the man through whom God would work out His promise. (Morris, EBC, p. 122)
(2) 18 about whom (Isaac) it was said [aor. pass. ind.] that, “In Isaac a seed will be called [fut. pass. ind.] for you,”
(a) See Genesis 21:12

b) How could he do these two things?
i) 19 having reckoned [aor. dep. ptc.]
(1) This is not merely a rash decision based on mere opinion, but a well-thought-out decision based on firm evidence.  A determined conviction or persuasion.

(a) Remember Genesis 22:5—“I and the boy will go…. We will worship and return….”

(2) What did he reckon?  that even from the dead God was able to raise up [pres. act. inf.],
(a) If God enabled Abraham and Sarah to conceive a child in their old age to fulfill the promise, how is that different from God being able to resurrect that same child in order to fulfill God’s promise?

(b) There was no promise of a resurrection of Isaac.  His faith wasn’t in the resurrection, but in the God who had made a covenant with him, and had promised him a son.

(c) Far from shaking his faith, it strengthened it!

(3) from which (death) also he received him back [aor. mid. ind.] in a comparison [parabolh,].
2) 20 By faith Isaac …—11:20
a) We see Isaac as a more or less passive individual through Genesis.
b) Did what?  blessed [aor. act. ind.]

i) Even though he was deceived in the process.

ii) This blessing was contrary to the will of Isaac’s flesh.

c) Whom did he bless?  Jacob and Esau
i) Both of them, not just one.  But NB the order they are listed: not by birth but in relationship to their faith.
(1) Remember Isaac’s favoritism of Esau.

ii) This was alluded to in God’s Word to Rebekah in Genesis 25:23.

(1) Perhaps this was the root of her part in the deception?

d) About what?  concerning coming [pres. act. ptc.] things.
i) Jacob received blessings regarding both the present and the future (Genesis 27:28-29); whereas Esau got mere temporary blessings Genesis 27:39-40)..
3) 21 By faith Jacob …—11:21

a) When? while he was dying [pres. act. ptc.],
b) Did two things
i) blessed [aor. act. ind.]…

(1) His was not a blessing obtained by deception, but was a deliberate blessing.

(a) It was a blessing contrary to the will of Jacob’s son, Joseph.

(2) Whom did he bless?  each of the sons of Joseph,

(a) These children were only part Jewish; their mother was Egyptian (Genesis 41:50-52).  Jacob “adopts” them as his own (Genesis 48:5).

(b) NB again the order in which Jacob blessed them: the younger (Ephraim) before the older (Manasseh).  See Genesis 48:8-22.

ii) and bowed in worship [aor. act. ind.]

(1) Where?  over the top of his staff.

4) 22 By faith Joseph …—11:22

a) When? while coming to an end [pres. act. ptc.],

i) See Genesis 50:22-26

b) Did two things
i) remembered [aor. act. ind.]

(1) What did he remember?  the exodus of the sons of Israel,

(2) How could he remember what had not yet happened?  See Genesis 15:7, 13-14.

ii) and gave commands [aor. dep. ind.]

(1) About what?  concerning his bones.
(a) Remember that hundreds of years later the Israelites took Joseph’s bones and buried them at Shechem (Exodus 13:19; Joshua 24:32).

(b) He wasn’t born in the Promised Land.  Joseph had spent 93 years of his life in Egypt, but he still wanted to be buried in the Land of Promise.
5) Summary and applications

a) God knows exactly how and when and why faith should be tested in the life of each individual believer.

b) Faith rests in the past promises of God.  Death does not frustrate the promises of God.
c) Faith responds to the commands of God in light of the character of God.

i) When He tries our faith, it is to give still greater blessing.

d) Faith relies on the wisdom, character, and ability of God to fulfill His promise.

e) Faith embraces the process by which God changes our view of what we treasure.

i) God does not delight in depriving us of our treasures.  He delights in enabling us to treasure what is valuable to Him.

f) Faith views the present situation in light of eternity.  Life does not end at physical death.
g) Faith views death as a means of worship and glorifying God.

i) Remember John 21:19.

Hebrews 11:23-28
Faith Conquers Fear
Introduction: The author mentions fear in relationship to Moses’ parents in 11:23 and again in relationship to Moses in 11:27.  How does faith respond to the temptation to fear?

1) The faith of Moses’ parents—11:23 23 By faith Moses, … was concealed [aor. pass. ind.]
a) When was he hidden?  …having been born [aor. pass. ptc.]…

i) Moses was born at the height of persecution by Pharaoh.

b) For how long was he hidden?  …for three months…
c) By whom was he hidden?  by his parents,
i) Thus, the emphasis in on the faith of his parents.
d) Why was he hidden? because [dio,ti] …

i) they perceived [aor. act. ind. of o`ra,w] the child was beautiful,
(1) There was something unique about him.

(2) The Hebrew uses tob [bAj].
ii) and they did not fear [aor. dep. ind. of fobe,w] the edict of the king.
(1) To have all the little boys killed—Exodus 1:22
(2) Their view of God determined their view of the king!

2) The faith of Moses himself—11:24-28 He did three primary things
a) 24 By faith Moses, … refused [aor. dep. ind. of avrne,omai] Rejecting Egypt’s pleasures and treasures
i) What did he refuse?  to be called [pres. pass. inf.] a son of Pharaoh’s daughter,

(1) He denounced all claims to royalty.

(2) The world says he gave up everything for nothing; but in reality he gave up nothing for everything.

(3) He could have been a famous mummy in a museum, but instead he is known as a man of God.

ii) When did he do this?  … having become [aor. dep. ptc.] great …

(1) In other words, it was not because life was unpleasant, or that he was ignorant or immature.  From a human perspective it couldn’t get any better than it already was.
iii) How did he do this?  Two decisions were made by Moses.
(1) 25 having chosen [aor. mid. ptc. of ai`re,omai] …

(a) rather to suffer with [pres. dep. inf.] the people of God
(i) He knew he would not suffer alone, but with others in the same boat.

(ii) They were the “people of God,” not the “people of Israel.”

(b) than to be having [pres. act. inf.] the temporary enjoyment of sin,

(i) To be disloyal to God and His people would have brought Moses only transitory pleasure in the royal household in Egypt.

(ii) The Pharaoh was characterized by the sin of persecuting God’s people, and by refusing to worship the true God.
(2) 26 having reckoned [aor. dep. ptc. of h`ge,omai] the verbal abuse of (associated with) the Christ greater riches …
(a) Great riches than what?  than the treasures of Egypt,
(i) Egypt was the wealthiest country on the planet in those days, accessible at least in part to those associated with Pharaoh’s family.

(ii) He weighed what Egypt had to offer against what God offered.

(iii) Perhaps the temptation for the early readers was to give up the Christian life for the sake of receiving the family inheritance?  Perhaps the possibility of reproach and verbal abuse was considered too much.
(iv) There is a certain stigma (a mark of disgrace) associated with be a follower of Christ.  Is the stigma worth it?

(b) Why could he do this?  because [ga,r] he was looking away [imperf. act. ind. of avpoble,pw] to the reward.
(i) He viewed the temporary in light of the eternal.

(ii) He knew God is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.
b) 27 By faith he left [aor. act. ind. of katalei,pw] Egypt behind, Rejecting Egypt’s king
i) How did he do this?  not having feared [aor. dep. ptc. of fobe,w] the wrath [qumo,j] of the king,
(1) Moses left Egypt in fear the first time because of his killing a person; not so the second time.  It is difficult to determine which one is meant.
ii) Why could he do this?  because [ga,r] he persisted [aor. act. ind. of kartere,w],
(1) as seeing [pres. act. ptc.] the One who is unseen.
(a) He was more concerned with His unseen God than with the visible Pharaoh.

(b) Remember Hebrews 11:6.

c) 28 By faith he made [perf. act. ind.] … Rejecting Egypt’s religion
i) NB the permanent nature of what Moses did as observed in the perfect verb form.

ii) He kept two things:

(1) the Passover
(2) and the applying of the blood,
iii) Why did he do these two things?  In order that [i[na] the one destroying [pres. act. ptc.] the firstborn might not touch [aor. act. subj.] them.
(1) NB the fear of God as his motivation.  Remember the account in Exodus 12:1-51.
3) Summary and applications

a) Faith includes a deliberate evaluation of the circumstances, and choosing to trust God in spite of the circumstances.

b) Faith includes a deliberate choice of being willing to suffer instead of fearing, if that is God’s will, knowing that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.
i) Remember that Joseph stayed within the Egyptian government, Moses left.  Both were right because of what God was doing through their lives for His purpose (the preservation of God’s people for God’s glory and their good).

c) Faith includes a deliberate looking away from the present to the eternal; from the visible to the invisible; from the temporary to the permanent.

d) Faith includes a deliberate, persistent, obedient response to God’s revealed will.
Hebrews 11:29-31

Genuine Faith in the Face of Seemingly Insurmountable Barriers
Introduction:

Generally I teach within the walls of this building, but today I will both teach and preach.  Preaching is the public proclamation of the gospel of God to those who do not believe.

I also want to address today how faith responds in the face of seemingly insurmountable barriers in people’s lives.  We face the test of either trusting God or trusting our own intellect, instincts, resources, and attitudes.

1) 29 By faith they … [from Exodus 14]  Faith is more than courage
a) Did what?  went through [aor. act. ind.] the Red Sea as through the dry land;
i) Based on the LXX; the Hebrew text calls this the “Sea of Reeds.”  It was named the “Red Sea” perhaps because of Esau (see Owen, p. 170).
ii) This was an act of faith based on God’s revelation and promise to them.

b) In comparison to the mere courage or presumptuous daring of others

i) Where did this take place?  Of which (the trial of going through the sea)
ii) Who?  the Egyptians,

(1) Who did not have the revelation or promise given to them.

iii) Did what?  having taken [aor. act. ptc.] the attempt (test),
iv) What happened to them?  were swallowed [aor. pass. ind.].

(1) They failed the test!

(2) Perhaps in connection with their drowning of the Hebrew baby boys?

2) 30 By faith the walls of Jericho … [from Joshua 6) Faith at times defies human logic
a) What about these walls?

i) Note there were walls (plural).  There were two walls: the lower retaining wall was 15’ thick and the upper wall was 6’ thick and 15-20’ tall.

(1) These surrounded a city that covered an area a little more than a couple of city blocks.

ii) This was the confidence of the king of Jericho, as he did not attempt to attach the Jews.

b) Did what?  fell down [aor. act. ind.],

i) They were destroyed by God, not by the shout or the trumpets or the marching.
c) When?  after they had been encircled [aor. pass. ptc.] for seven days.

i) God’s work done in God’s revealed way bring God’s results.

(1) The temptation may have been to be embarrassed about walking around the city; it appears so ridiculous and silly.

ii) This was an act of persistent, obedient faith based on God’s revelation and promise to them.

3) 31 By faith Rahab … [from Joshua 2 & 6] Faith is willing to identify with God and His people, even at great risk to one’s self
a) Who was she?  the prostitute
i) She knew what she was and that she was unworthy.

(1) She was a woman.

(2) She was a Gentile and a wicked Canaanite.

(a) She had no right to claim anything from Israel’s God.

(3) She was from a wicked family with no instruction on about the true God.

(a) She only knew what she had heard from others.

(4) She was immoral.

(a) Some have sought to soften her image by calling her an inn-keeper, but the reality of her prostitution only magnifies the grace of God even more.

b) What happened to her?  was not destroyed [aor. mid. ind.]

i) The mercy and grace of God extended to her and her family.
c) With whom was she not destroyed?  with those who refused to believe [aor. act. ptc.],

i) In contrast to Rahab’s faith in the one true God.

ii) Apparently, they had all heard about this God and what He was capable of doing, but only Rahab believed.  They persisted in their defiance of the True God.
iii) She was told to obey specific, exclusive instructions or she would be destroyed.  Faith enabled her to obey.
d) Why was she not destroyed with them?  having welcomed [aor. dep. ptc.] the spies
i) How?  with peace.

ii) This is what demonstrates her faith, not her lying.

(1) The lying demonstrates that hers was an imperfect faith, as is common to us all.

iii) She put her life at risk because of her faith in Israel’s God.

iv) She deliberately rejected the cause and interest of her own people in exchange for the cause and interest of the people of God (like Moses).

e) Other observations

i) Even though she lived in an impregnable city, yet she still asked for merciful protection because of her view of Israel’s God.

ii) Notice was she states about the true God in Joshua 2:9-11
(1) Regarding the future—I know that YHWH has given you the land…

(2) Regarding the past—Because we have heard how YHWH dried up the water of the Red Sea…

(3) Regarding the present—YHWH your God, He is God in heaven above and on earth beneath
iii) She was rewarded in part by becoming the great-great-grandmother of King David (see Matthew 1:5 and Ruth 4:21-22), but more importantly an ancestor of King Jesus.
4) Summary and applications

a) God has the right and power to either protect or destroy.
b) God either protects or destroys in relation to faith.

c) The sin of unbelief is that which brings about destruction—see both the Egyptian army and the rest of the city of Jericho.

d) If you sense God moving in your heart today, run to Rahab’s God.  Go home and address your heart matters between you and God alone.  If you do trust Christ, will you kindly let me know?
Hebrews 11:32-40
1) 32 And what more shall I say [pres. act. subj.]?
a) Why?  Because [ga,r] the time will fail [fut. act. ind.] me if I give full details [pres. dep. ptc.] concerning …
· In other words, there are many more examples to be given, but I don’t want to try your patience by focusing on this too long.
i) Who?
(1) Judges
(a) Gideon,—was hesitant to obey, but eventually did
(b) Barak,—was hesitant to obey, but eventually did after being encouraged to do so by Deborah
(c) and Samson,—was inconsistent in his obedience, was enticed by Delilah
(d) and Jephthah,—son of a prostitute, mercenary soldier, made a foolish vow and stubbornly kept it
(2) A king
(a) David,—inconsistent father, immoral, had someone killed, but still a man after God’s own heart
(3) Prophets
(a) and Samuel,—inconsistent father, but still sought to do God’s will
(b) and the prophets,

ii) 33 who, through [dia, note the shift] faith, …
(1) Positively from a human perspective—10 things
(a) conquered [aor. dep. ind.] kingdoms,—David
(b) worked [aor. dep. ind.] righteousness,
(c) obtained [aor. act. ind.] promises,
(d) shut [aor. act. ind.] the mouths of lions,—Daniel, Samson
(e) 34 quenched [aor. act. ind.] the power of fire,—Daniel’s three friends
(f) escaped [aor. act. ind.] the edge of the sword,—like Elijah from Jezebel
(g) were made strong [aor. pass ind.] from incapacity,—Gideon, Samson
(h) became [aor. dep. ind.] mighty in war,
(i) defeated [aor. act. ind.] foreign armies,—the judges, David
(j) 35 women received back [aor. act. ind.] their dead ones by resurrection.—the widow of Zarephath with Elijah, the Shunammite woman with Elisha
(i) But a death had to occur for there to be a resurrection.
(2) Negatively from a human perspective—7 things
(a) but others were tortured [aor. pass. ind.],
(i) How?  not welcoming [aor. dep. ptc.] the release,
(ii) Why?  in order that [i`na] they may obtain [aor. act. subj.] a better resurrection;

(iii) Sometimes people were resurrected and sometimes not, according to God’s wisdom; not because of a lack of His love or power.
(b) 36 and others received [aor. act. ind] a test of mockings and floggings, and even chains and imprisonment.—Joseph, Samson, Jeremiah
(c) 37 They were stoned [aor. pass. ind.],—the prophet Zechariah, Naboth by Ahab
(d) they were sawn in two [aor. pass. ind.],—Isaiah
(e) they were tested [aor. pass. ind.],—like these original readers of Hebrews
(f) they died [aor. act. ind.] in the murder of the sword;
(g) they went about [aor. act. ind.] in sheepskins, in goatskins,—4 things
(i) being in need [pres. pass. ptc.],
(ii) being oppressed [pres. pass. ptc.],
(iii) suffering mistreatment [pres. pass. ptc.],

1. 38 (of whom the world was [imperf. act. ind] not worthy),
a. The world considered them insignificant and unimportant

(iv) wandering [pres. pass. ptc.] in deserts and mountains and caves and holes in the ground.

(v)  It is better to be in this condition with God, than to be in comfort without God.

2) 39 And these all, … did not receive [aor. mid. ind.] the (specific) promise,
a) How?

i) having been attested to [aor. pass. ptc.] through their faith, 
ii) 40 since God had provided [aor. mid. ptc.] something (not identified yet) better for us (of this Christian era),
b) Why?  in order that [i`na] apart from us they may not be made complete [aor. pass. subj.].
i) God’s eternal purpose included us, not just Israel.
(1) The church is not plan B.  It is part of God’s eternal purpose for the human race, which included Israel.

(2) Too often, we think working with Israel was the only plan God had.  This is not accurate.

ii) The OT system with Israel was incomplete.  Why would you want to throw away completeness and head back to incompleteness simply because life is a little difficult?

3) Summary and applications

a) Balance

i) We tend to avoid the more discouraging stories of faith regarding suffering and death.

ii) We like the exciting stories of faith regarding victory and deliverance, and sometimes they do happen.
iii) We tend to think of Bible characters as people of super-faith and super-obedience.  Let’s not elevate them as great people, but rather people with a great God.
b) Focus

i) Faith trusts God to enable us to do great things by God’s grace for God’s glory.

ii) Faith trusts God to enable us to endure great suffering and sorrow.
c) Perspective

i) Thank God for His mercy in revealing that hard times are part of the Christian walk.  He does not hide this from us.

ii) Regardless of what the world does or threatens to do to believers, the world is not worthy of them.  
iii) OT saints did not have the completeness that we as NT saints enjoy.  Thank God.
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