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First Timothy

Lesson # 1—Introduction and Background

1) Political environment
a) The city was founded about the time of the Israelite Judges.

b) Ephesus was the leading Roman city in western Asia Minor, home to approximately 100,000 people in Paul’s day.

2) Cultural environment
a) Athletics, musicians, and actors were famous.

i) The amphitheater seated nearly 25,000 people.

b) It was a major crossroads for travel, by land and sea.
c)  “All is flux” was the statement by the Ephesian philosopher, Heraclitus.

3) Religious environment
a) Pagan

i) The temple of Diana/Artemis was located here (Acts 19:35).  It was the largest building in the ancient world (225’ x 425’—four times larger than Parthenon in Athens).  It had 127 pillars, each approximately 60’ tall.
(1) The temple served as a center for religion, banking, and asylum for certain crimes.

(2) This temple was also the basis for the city’s thriving tourist industry.

ii) A polytheistic attitude was prevalent.

(1) One inscription read, “To all the gods and goddesses”.  This tolerance was extended to all except the Christians (Acts 19:23-ff)
b) Jewish

i) There was at least one synagogue in Ephesus (Acts 19:8).  These Jews became hardened and disobedient to Paul’s teaching after 3 months, and were speaking evil of the Way to the other citizens of Ephesus (Acts 19:8-9).

ii) There were also Jewish exorcists who claimed to cast out demons (Acts 19:13).

c) Christian

i) Paul’s initial contact in Ephesus—Acts 18:19-21  @ Sept. 52 AD

ii) Apollos’ initial contact in Ephesus—Acts 18:24-26

iii) Paul’s primary ministry in Ephesus—Acts 19:1-20:1  @ Sept. 53-May 56 AD

(1) They initially met for 3 months in the synagogue, but eventually withdrew to the lecture hall of Tyrannus (Acts 19:8-9).

(2) The new believers burned their books of magic as an indication of true repentance (Acts 19:18-20)

iv) Personal contact with the Ephesian elders—Acts 20:17  @ spring of 57 AD

v) Paul writes letter to the Ephesian congregation—Ephesians 1:1  @ autumn of 60 AD

vi) Paul writes first letter to Timothy—1st Timothy 1:3 @ autumn of 62 AD

vii) Paul sent Tychicus to Ephesus—2nd Timothy 4:12 @ 66-67 AD

viii) Paul writes second letter to Timothy—2nd Timothy 1:1  @ 67 AD

ix) John writes his Gospel and his three epistles, assuming his ministry in and around Ephesus between 66-95 AD

x) Christ communicates with the Ephesian believers—Revelation 2:1 @ 95 AD
Lesson # 2—First Timothy 1:1-2
1) The date of the letter

a) This letter seems to have been written from Macedonia in 62 AD, (see Chronology of the Bible study), about 9 years after the church was established in Ephesus, and 2 years after Paul’s letter to the Ephesians.

2) The purposes of the letter
a) First Timothy 1:3-4—to address false teachers and their teachings

b) First Timothy 3:14-15—to address congregational behaviors
3) The author of the letter—1:1

a) His name—Paul—meaning “small”
b) His responsibility—an envoy (apostle) of Jesus Christ
i) What was an apostle?  A messenger with all the authority of the one sending him.

ii) How did he become an apostle?  according to the (authoritative) command…
· I.e., he did not volunteer for the position, nor was it a mere commission
(1) Note the double source of the command

(a) God the Father—of God our savior
(i) God the Father saves us

(b) God the Son—and the Lord Jesus Christ our hope,
(i) God the Son is our hope through whom the Father saves us.  This Hope stands in contrast to man’s works-oriented hope.
(2) This command from God:

(a) Was by God’s desirous will—1st and 2nd Corinthians 1:1; Ephesians 1:1; etc.
(b) When Paul was in his mother’s womb—Galatians 1:15

(c) When Paul was ministering in Antioch of Syria—Acts 13:2

4) The recipient of the letter—1:2a

a) His name—2 to Timothy—meaning “honoring God”
b) His description—a genuine (legitimate) child in faith:
i) Brings encouragement to Timothy, recognizing the legitimacy of his conversion, and emphasizes the tenderness of Paul’s relationship with Timothy.
c) His character—Philippians 2:19-22; 1st Corinthians 4:17

d) It is understood that this letter would be read by others in addition to Timothy.

5) The blessing of the letter—1:2b

a) The three-fold blessing desired:
i) Grace—God’s free goodness and enablement
ii) Mercy—God’s pity in reference to our misery
(1) Only 1st & 2nd Timothy contain this addition to Paul’s customary blessing
iii) And peace—God’s completeness in our lives
b) The double source of the blessing (as was the command for Paul’s apostleship)
i) from God our Father

ii) and Christ Jesus our Lord.

Lesson # 3—First Timothy 1:3-7
Further Background to the Letter

1) Timothy was to remain in Ephesus—3 Just as I urged you to remain in Ephesus…

a) This was Timothy’s sphere of ministry.

2) When did Paul urge Timothy to remain in Ephesus?  while I (Paul) traveled into Macedonia,

a) This would be after Acts 28, and Paul’s assumed release from prison.

3) Why was Timothy to remain in Ephesus?  so that …—1:3-4
a) you may (authoritatively) instruct [paraggello] certain ones…
i) This refers to more than one teacher, but not all of the teachers at Ephesus.
ii) Unnamed ones who have not yet gone so far astray so as to suffer spiritual shipwreck (1:19-20), but are still in need of correction from the fully-authorized Timothy.
b) Two negative aspects for Timothy’s authoritative instruction during his stay in Ephesus

i) What they were not to actively promote—not to teach different (kind of) doctrine [heterodidaskaleo],

ii) What they were not to passively promote—4 nor to pay attention to…
(1) To what?
(a) myths—man-made stories, not just false but actively deceptive
(b) and endless genealogies—
(2) What do these things do?  We are to judge the doctrine by its fruit.
(a) Disturb—which are causing debates—questions without desiring real answers, seeking controversy
(b) Distract—rather than the planned arrangement (not like man-made myths and endless genealogies) of God that is by faith (not curiosity).
c) Perhaps this is a partial fulfillment of Acts 20:29-30.

4) What was the point of teaching these things?  5 Now the purpose of the (authoritative) instruction [paraggelia] (see 1:3) is love (as opposed to senseless debates)…—1:5-7
a) From a three-fold source—out of … (note the reverse order)
i) a pure heart—a readiness to listen to the truth
i) and a good conscience—a desire to do what is right
ii) and unhypocritical faith,—a genuine trust (unlike the deceptive myths and genealogies) which accepts an authoritative Guide
b) 6 from which (three) things certain ones… have (deliberately) turned aside into aimless (as opposed to the loving purpose of God’s authoritative instruction) talk,

· marked by three participles explaining the how and why they turned aside
i) having strayed,—either careless or deliberate deviation from the mark/standard
ii) 7 desiring to be teachers of the law [nomodidaskalos],—a self-serving desire to return to parts of the Old Covenant
iii) not understanding…—lack of careful thought and perception of moral concepts about two matters:
(1) either what they are saying
(2) or concerning the things they are confidently (dogmatically) asserting.
Lesson # 4—First Timothy 1:8-11
The place of the Law in Christian Ministry

1) 8 Now we know that the Law [nomos] is good [kalos]…
a) if [uncertain but probable] one is employing it lawfully [nomimos],

i) In contrast to those teaching doctrine of a different kind (1:3-7).

2) 9 knowing this:

a) Negatively—that Law [nomos] is not laid down [keimai] for a righteous (justified) person,

i) Probably refers to the Law of Moses.
ii) Remember Romans 6:14, 8:4, and 10:4.

b) Positively—but for … (note that he refers to sinful people, not just sins)
i) Specifically
(1) Violators of the Law with reference to love for God
(a) lawless [a-nomos] and insubordinate people,

(b) for the ungodly and sinners,

(c) for the unholy (anti-holy) and profane,

(2) Violators of the Law with reference to love for people
(a) Of the 5th commandment—for father-strikers and mother-strikers,

(b) Of the 6th commandment—for murderers,

(c) Of the 7th commandment
(i) 10 for the sexually immoral,

(ii) for homosexuals,

(d) Of the 8th commandment—for kidnappers (slave traders),

(e) Of the 9th commandment
(i) for liars,

(ii) for perjurers;

ii) Generally

(1) and if there is any other thing contrary [anti-keimai] to sound (hygienic; as opposed to heterodidaskaleo in 1:3) teaching,

(a) 11 according to the good news of the glory (available to people only through the Gospel) of the happy God which was entrusted to me (Paul didn’t originate this teaching).

(b) Remember that people fall short of this glory (Romans 3:23).

(c) The Gospel is sound teaching, and sound teaching displays God’s glory.

(d) Heterodidaskalia is unhealthy and unsound, and focuses on man’s glory, not God’s.

3) Application

a) To help evaluate a person’s teaching, trace the Law.  How do they use the Law?

b) To help evaluate a person’s teaching, trace the sin.  How do they address sin and sinners?

c) To help evaluate a person’s teaching, trace the glory.  Who gets the glory?

Lesson # 5—First Timothy 1:12-17
The Conversion and Calling of Paul
1) 12 And I have gratitude to Christ Jesus our Lord (all of which Paul had denied as an unsaved Jew)…

a) To whom does Paul give thanks?  To Christ, not the Father (as in his other letters)
b) What did Christ do for Paul?  who has empowered me,

i) Paul was strengthened by Christ at a point in time, probably when he was entrusted with the Good-News.

c) Why was Paul thankful to Christ?  because He regarded me faithful,
i) The evidence of that evaluation—having appointed me for service, (see 1:11)
(1) This took place in Acts 13:1-14 (48 AD), nearly 13 years after Acts 9.
2) But what was Paul like before God saved him?  13 the previously…

a) Threefold description of Paul that made him unworthy of such an appointment
i) blasphemous—emphasis on Paul’s pre-conversion words
ii) and persecutor—emphasis on Paul’s pre-conversion actions
iii) and violently contemptuous one,—emphasis on Paul’s pre-conversion heart attitude
b) What did God do and why?  but (strong contrast) I was mercied because I acted (he accepts the responsibility) ignorantly in unbelief.

i) God’s mercy was extended to Paul because the ignorance (not a high-handed sin) sprang from his unbelief.
3) How was Paul changed by Christ and why?

a) Christ’s gifts of grace, faith, and love—14 And the grace (not the expected wrath) of our Lord was abounding exceedingly,
i) Grace has 2 companions—with faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.

(1) These are the opposites of Paul’s words, actions, and attitude as an unsaved Jew.

b) Christ’s purpose for coming into the world—15 The saying is faithful and worthy of total acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world (His pre-existence and incarnation) to rescue sinners, of whom I myself am foremost.

i) Paul’s life as an unsaved Jew was considered above reproach (Philippians 3:6).
c) Christ’s purpose for granting mercy—16 But (strong contrast), for this reason I was mercied, in order that…
i) What?  in me as foremost Jesus Christ might point out all (the extent of His) longsuffering,
ii) Why?  for a prototype (initial sketch) of the ones going to place trust upon Him for eternal life.

4) Paul’s doxology when contemplating God’s grace toward him—1:17

a) 17 Now, to the King of the ages (which Christ made—Hebrews 1:2),
i) Three-fold description of God—imperishable, invisible, the only wise God
ii) Two-fold doxology
(1) Be what?  be honor and glory
(2) For how long?
(a) unto the ages of the ages.  Amen.
Lesson # 6—First Timothy 1:18-20

Charge to Timothy Resumed

1) 18 This authoritative command (paraggelia, see 1:3, 5) I am committing (depositing) to you, son Timothy, (just as it was entrusted to Paul—1:11)
a) Paul made the deposit in reference to God’s prior revelation about Timothy—according to the preceding prophecies concerning you,

i) Compare Acts 16:2 and 1st Timothy 4:14 with what happened with Paul (Acts 13:2).
ii) Just as Paul came to Ephesus with Divine approval, some does Timothy.

b) What is the purpose of Paul’s depositing this command with Timothy?  so that by them (the prophecies) you may wage the good warfare (an entire military campaign, not just an isolated fight);

i) How was Timothy to wage spiritual war?  19 while having …
· Remember these two roots of love from 1:5.

(1) faith—the subjective exercise of faith, perhaps as a shield (Ephesians 6:16)
(2) and a good conscience,—he was neither to teach or to allow bad doctrine
ii) Note that Timothy was young (1st Timothy 4:12), timid (1st Corinthians 16:10), and working in a difficult environment (Acts 20:17-38).

2) which (good conscience) having rejected (deliberately, not accidentally),
a) What are the consequences of pushing aside a good conscience?  have made shipwreck
i) Note the addition of the sailor metaphor to the earlier soldier metaphor.
ii) If we want to arrive safely in the harbor, we need to be guided by a good conscience.

b) Concerning what?  concerning the faith (objective body of doctrine),

c) Who suffered shipwreck?

i) The damage was limited—some (not all),
ii) There were specific men who suffered damage—20 of whom are …
· Were these two men part of the elder team in Ephesus (Acts 20:30)?
(1) Hymenaeus
(a) Possibly the same man who is later referred to in 2nd Timothy 2:17-18 as one who taught error regarding the resurrection.
(2) and Alexander,
(a) Possibly the same man who is later referred to in 2nd Timothy 4:14-15 as one who did much evil to Paul and greatly resisted Paul’s words.
d) What did Paul do with these two men?  whom I have handed over to Satan,

i) A form of apostolic corrective discipline or excommunication from the local body (1st Corinthians 5:5)
e) Why did Paul do such a thing?  so that they will be trained not to blaspheme.

i) These men were blaspheming (speaking evil of God) by mishandling His Word.
ii) Perhaps they will eventually learn to handle God’s Word accurately for God’s glory and be restored to the body and the elders.
(1) Apparently, Hymenaeus hadn’t learned the lesson when 2nd Timothy was written.

Lesson # 7—First Timothy 2:1-7

The Place of Prayer in a Congregation

1) The priority of prayer—1 Therefore, I am urging first of all … are to be made…

a) Four aspects of prayer:
i) entreaties,—indicating dependence
ii) requests,—indicating reverence
iii) petitions,—indicating confidence
iv) and thanksgivings—indicating gratitude
b) For whom was Timothy to pray?
i) All people generically—on behalf of all people,

ii) Political rulers specifically—2 on behalf of… (compare Jeremiah 29:7)
(1) kings—including Caesar Nero, etc.
(2) and all who are in a prominent position,

c) Why was Timothy to pray for these specific people?  A manward view
i) in order that we may pass through a … life [bios, not zoe]
ii) The desired environment in which to live
(1) Peaceful—free from disturbances caused by those outside the congregation
(2) and tranquil—free from disturbances caused by those inside the congregation
iii) The observable lifestyle which we are to live in this life
(1) in all godliness—true reverence stemming from accurate knowledge
(2) and propriety,—proper intention and actions
2) Why was Timothy to pray for people?  A Godward view

a) Because of God’s evaluation—3 because this (praying) is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior,

b) Because of God’s desirous will for salvation—4 who desires [thelo # 2309] all people…
i) Passive—to be rescued—remember 1:15; compare 2nd Peter 3:9
ii) Active—and to come to the detailed knowledge of the truth,

c) Why is this God’s desire?—5 because …

i) There is a Universal Judge—there is one (emphatic) God (see Romans 3:29-30)
ii) There is a Universal Go-Between—and one (emphatic) Mediator between God and people, a man, Christ Jesus,

(1) 6 who gave Himself as a ransom on behalf of all,—His voluntary, substitutionary sacrifice; compare Matthew 20:28; 22:14
(a) the testimony in its proper times,—referring to Christ’s death
(b) 7 unto which (testimony) I (emphatic) was appointed…
(i) a preacher—a faithful, public announcer of another’s message
(ii) and an apostle—an authorized messenger
1. —I am speaking the truth in Christ and not lying—

(iii) a teacher—an instructor (compare 1:7)
1. of Gentiles in (the sphere of) faith and truth.
Lesson # 8—First Timothy 2:8
Role of Men in the Congregation

1) Therefore…

a) Referring to the primacy of prayer as revealed in 2:1-7.
2) God has determined [boulamai # 1014] that the adult men in every place are to pray.
a) This is not a mere desire, but rather an authoritative determination.
b) To ignore this expression of His will is to invite peril to one’s life and congregation.
3) Who is God talking about?  the adult men [aner # 435]
a) The adult males are to be the leaders in public prayer.
i) Not the women (though see 1st Corinthians 11:5), and not just the elders.
b) In what locations?  in every place [en pas topos # 1722+3956+5117]
i) Not just in one location, but in meeting places in every city, region, nation, etc. where Christians congregate.  This is consistent with the “universal” concept in 2:1-7.
ii) The Jews were taught that prayer could only ascend to heaven from Jerusalem.

4) What are the men to do?  They are to pray [proseuchomai # 4336]
a) Remember the four aspects of prayer from the preceding context of 2:1.

b) Men reflect Christlikeness when they are interceding in prayer for sinners (Isaiah 53:12).
5) How are the men to pray?

a) Positively & Vertically—God has determined that the adult men in every church are to pray, lifting holy hands [epairo hosios cheir # 1869+3741+5495].
i) Only men who are in a right relationship with God are to lead in public prayer.  See Psalm 66:18.
ii) This posture was common among the Jews (Psalm 141:2; Isaiah 1:15; Lamentations 3:41).

(1) Consider also that believers prayed while sitting (2nd Samuel 7:18), kneeling (Daniel 6:10; Ephesians 3:14), bowing one’s head (Genesis 24:26), lying face down on the ground (Genesis 17:3), eyes downcast (Luke 18:13), eyes lifted to heaven (John 17:1).
iii) The posture of the body often reflects the posture of the heart.
b) Negatively & Horizontally—God has determined that the adult men in every church are to pray, lifting holy hands, without…
i) Harmful attitudes/feelings—anger [choris orge # 5565+3709]
(1) Settled indignation against someone, often found with a lack of forgiveness, patience, kindness, etc.
(2) Trifling with this temptation and sin can give Satan a foothold (Ephesians 4:26-27, 31; Colossians 3:8; James 1:20).
ii) Harmful actions/words—and quarreling [dialogismos # 1261]  (see 1:4; 6:3-5)
(1) Arguments/controversies that hinder Biblical relationships within the congregation are to have no place in our lives if we are to be the men of prayer God desires us to be.
Lesson # 9—First Timothy 2:9-15

Role of Women in the Congregation

· 9 In the same way also, (I am determining—see 2:8) the women…  To do what?

1) To dress themselves for church gatherings—to adorn themselves—2:9-10
· The similar passage in 1st Peter 3:1-8 seems to refer to dressing for private settings
a) Positively—emphasis on internal attitude
i) in appropriate apparel,—what is appropriate for the circumstances
ii) with modesty and sobermindedness,—don’t distract people’s attention away from God; don’t be a source of temptation to envy or lust
b) Negatively—emphasis on external expressions of focus and character
i) not in hair-braids or gold or pearls or expensive clothing,

c) Positively reinforced—emphasis on external words and works
i) 10 but (strong contrast)… adorn themselves by means of good (beneficial) works.
(1)  which is suitable for women professing godliness,
d) Ladies, what do you want your reputation built on: your appearance or your godliness?
2) To learn at church gatherings—2:11-15
a) The command to actively learn/be discipled—11 Let a woman be learning…

b) How are women to learn?

i) in calmness—inner tranquility
ii) with all submissiveness.—voluntarily arranging oneself under the authority of another
c) The limitations on learning—12 Now, I am not permitting a woman…
i) to be teaching or to be having authority over a man,—authority in the congregation is manifested through the public teaching of the Word
(1) See Acts 18:26; 2nd Timothy 3:14-15; Titus 2:3-5 for women teaching.
(2) Church leadership is not the only significant role in the congregation.

ii) but (strong contrast) to be in calmness,—inner tranquility
d) Reasons for the limitations on women teaching and having authority over men? 13 because …
i) Priority in the creation order—Adam was molded first, then Eve.

ii) Results of the difference in the kind of Fall (i.e. the danger of role reversal)
(1) Adam—14 And Adam was not deceived,—Adam sinned willfully (Genesis 3:17)
(2) Eve—but the woman, having been deceived (Genesis 3:13),
(a) The result?  has come to be in transgression,

iii) A word of comfort—15 but (she) will be rescued…
(1) How will she be rescued?  by means of the child-bearing,
(2) On what condition?  if they continue in (three aspects of a Christian woman’s life)
(a) faith and love and holiness
(3) All three are to be accompanied what?  with sobermindedness.

e) Ladies, embrace the privilege of Christian discipleship, calmly and joyfully accepting the role God has designed for you within the congregation.

Lesson # 10—First Timothy 3:1-7

Overseers/Elders/Pastors
1) Faithful is the saying…
a) A conditional statement—if anyone is aspiring…
b) A specific aspiration—to the office of overseer…

i) In these early years this was not so much a position of honor but of hazard.

c) An encouraging yet sobering word—he is desiring a good (beneficial and appreciable) work
2) The necessary qualifications—Therefore, it is necessary for an overseer to be…
a) Though excluding women from this office (2:11-15), God does not indiscriminately allow all men to participate.  A “good work” demands a man of good character.
3) General qualifications (v. 2)—above reproach—indicating he is fit to spiritually lead others
a) i.e. he is not liable to the criticism that he would be if he failed in the following qualities

4) Ten positive qualifications
a) Related to character

i) Family
(1) A man of one (emphatic) woman (v. 2)—loyal to his wife in thought and action; compare 1st Timothy 5:9 for a parallel phrase
(2) One who guides his own household well, while having his children in subjection with all dignity (vv. 4-5)—provides dignified, Christ-like leadership in his home
(a) Why?  (now if a man does not know how to guide his own household, how will he take care of the congregation of God?)
ii) Mentally
(1) Temperate (v. 2)—clear-headed in judgment, free from rash decisions or behavior
(2) Sober-minded (v. 2)—able to keep objective perspective in the face of problems or disagreements, no swayed by sudden impulses, stable in thought and purpose
(3) Orderly (v. 2)—in thoughts and habits (see “appropriate” in 2:9)
iii) Socially
(1) Hospitable (v. 2)—willingly invites others into his life to express Christian love
(2) But kind (v. 3)—willing to yield and refusing to retaliate, not demanding one’s rights, as opposed to one who is quarrelsome
(3) Now, it is necessary for him to be having a good reputation from those outside, (v. 7)—maintains a good reputation outside of the community of believers
(a) Why?  so that he may not fall into… [2 potential dangers]
(i) reproach—from those inside and/or outside the congregation
(ii) and the snare of (set by) the devil.

(b) There are times when those outside have nothing good to say about us (Hebrews 10:33; 11:26; 13:13)

b) Related to ability

i) A skillful teacher (v. 2)—because of a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures, he is ready and able to communicate God’s Word and thus handle doctrine in instructing new believers, building up older believers, and refuting false teachers.
5) Six Negative qualifications
a) Internally
i) Not a drunkard (v. 3)—does not demonstrate a lack of self-control in his physical appetites (in this case, alcohol), this argues against overindulgence in anything
b) Socially
i) Not quarrelsome (v. 3)—does not threaten or assault anyone physically or verbally
ii) Uncontentious (v. 3)—does not love quarrels or conflict
c) Financially
i) Not greedy (found in Majority Text) (v. 3)—not covetous
ii) Not a money-lover (v. 3)—content and generous with what he possesses
d) Spiritually
i) Not a recent convert (v. 6)—demonstrates Christian maturity
(1) Why?  so that he may not, having become conceited (because of bewilderment and confusion), fall into the condemnation of (perhaps “from”) the devil.
Lesson # 11—First Timothy 3:8-13

Deacons and Deaconesses

1) 8 Assistants likewise…

a) The necessary requirements—must be…
i) Positive
(1) dignified,—attitude and behavior worthy of respect, honorable
ii) Negative
(1) not double-tongued—consistency of speech to differing audiences
(2) not devoted to much wine—not over-indulging, exercising self-control
(3) not greedy—securing income in a God-honoring manner
iii) Positive
(1) 9 holding the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience
(a) As compared with elders who are to teach the Word.

(b) This is the mystery which faith has embraced.

b) The necessary evaluation—10 Now, let these (assistants) also (in addition to the elders) be tested (and approved) first;
i) Follow the proper sequence—then let them assist,

ii) Passing the evaluation—being above reproach.—after being tested
2) 11 Women likewise are to be…

a) Who are these women?
i) Women in general

ii) Wives of assistants and perhaps elders’ wives?
iii) Female assistants or deaconesses

b) What are they to be like?

i) dignified—attitude and behavior worthy of respect, honorable
ii) not slanderers—gossip, falsely accuse, harmful speech

(1) compare with the temptation for men to be double-tongued
iii) temperate—clear-headed, free from rash decisions or behavior
iv) faithful in all things.—dependable, reliable

(1) things such as those listed in 5:10
3) Male assistants’ necessary domestic requirements—12 Let assistants be…

a) Relationship with their wife—men of one woman,
b) Relationship with others under their authority—guiding well…

i) their (still at home) children
ii) and their own households.

4) Why are assistants to be people of character?  13 For those who have assisted well acquire for themselves…
a) Something external—a good standing—before man?  before God?
b) Something internal—and great confidence in the faith that is in Christ Jesus.

Lesson # 12—First Timothy 3:14-16

The Congregation and the Faith

1) Paul’s intentions—3:14-15

a) In his travel plans—…hoping to come to you soon 15 but if I (choose to) delay,…

i) Paul was concerned that his extended absence could cause problems in Ephesus.

(1) An encouragement to Timothy; a warning to troublemakers

b) In his writing plans—14 These things (2:1-3:13) I am writing to you, 
i) To inform Timothy—that you may know how…
ii) To challenge Timothy—it is necessary to live in the household (family) of God,

(1) A household comprised of old & young, widows, elders, masters & slaves, rich & poor, etc.

(2) which is the congregation of the living (not a dead) God,

(a) the pillar (of the truth)—that which lends support to the roof and makes the entire building attractive; i.e. manifest truth
(b) and support (not the source) of the truth.—the foundation on which the building rests; i.e. uphold truth
2) The great mystery of godliness recognized by members of the congregation—3:16

a) This was common recognized to be true—16 And by common consent great (in importance, not obscurity) is the mystery of godliness:

i) This refers to the previously hidden truth that is the basis of all practical godliness.
ii) This appears to be an early hymn.

b) What were the basics of this mystery?  God … (emphasizing both the deity and the humanity of Christ)
i) was manifested in the flesh,—earthly revelation of His eternal spirit
ii) vindicated in the spirit/Spirit,—earthly acceptance of His claims and actions
iii) seen by angels,—earthly and heavenly recognition
iv) announced among the peoples,—earthly revelation among all nations
v) depended on in the world,—earthly acceptance
vi) taken up in glory.—heavenly recognition
3) Summary of 3:14-16

a) There are distinct behaviors the reflect genuine godliness and holiness.

b) There are distinct beliefs that reflect genuine faith and commitment.

Lesson # 13—First Timothy 4:1-5

Dealing With False Teaching

1) Where does this information originate?—1 Now (contrast to orthodox truth in 3:15-16), the Spirit explicitly says… 

a) This is not Paul’s guess, but revelation given through a prophet.
b) This is not to be regarded as unnecessary or useless information.
2) When will this happen?  that in the latter (prior to the last days) times (intermittent seasons)
a) The danger was already present (4:6-11).  The departure had already begun in their day.
3) What will happen?  some (but not all) will withdraw from the faith
a) To apostatize, deliberately stand away from an original position; more serious than 1:6 or 1:19; see Luke 8:13 for use of the same word
4) How will this happen?
a) paying attention to—remember the use of this same verb in 3:8
5) To whom or what will they pay attention? (Remember 1st John 4:1)

a) deceitful (seductive) spirits—seductive power; cp. with John 16:13; 1st John 4:6
b) and teachings of (from) demons—demonic origin
6) Who are the human teachers who entice them away from the faith?

a) 2 by the hypocrisy of liars (i.e. the play-acting, false teachers)—c.p. John 8:44
b) The condition of the liars—having their own conscience cauterized—rendered insensitive
c) The conduct of the liars—3 who are forbidding…—they promote severe self-discipline
i) to marry—perhaps associated with 5:11-15?
ii) to abstain from foods which God created… (assumes a literal/normal interpretation of Genesis 1-2)
(1) Why were they created?  for receiving with thanksgiving
(2) Received by whom?  by those who believe and have (ongoing) knowledge of the truth. (cp. 2:4; 3:15; 6:5)
7) Why is this teaching so wrong?
a) 4 For (because)…

b) Positively—every creature of God is good, (Genesis 1:31)
c) Negatively—and nothing is to be rejected (thrown away as useless)
i) When?  when it is received with thanksgiving—remember 4:3
ii) Why is not to be rejected?  5 because it is made holy (set apart for God’s purpose)
iii) How is it made holy?  on the basis of
(1) Objective revelation—the word of God
(a) Food has no moral quality in and of itself—Romans 14:14

(2) Subjective reverence in harmony with revealed truth—and prayer.
(a) Prayer before meals—1st Samuel 9:13; Matthew 14:19; 15:36; Acts 27:35

Lesson # 14—First Timothy 4:6-11
The Importance of Sound Teaching

1) Be encouraged—…you will be a good servant [diakonos] of Jesus Christ…

a) Outward focus—6 When you are pointing out these things (4:1-5) to the brothers,

b) Inward focus—being trained/nourished…
i) in the words of the faith
ii) and of the good teaching that you have closely followed.

2) Maintain a Biblical balance—7 But…

a) Negatively—refuse—excuse yourself from those things that contradict 4:6
i) the profane—accessible to all
ii) and absurd myths,—trivial, insignificant thoughts
· Don’t get so wrapped up in exposing error that you don’t communicate Truth.

b) Positively—and keep on training yourself for godliness,—take whatever spiritual conditioning steps are necessary
i) Why?  8 because…
(1) External training—physical training is of some value,

(2) Internal training—but godliness is of value for all things, having promise…

(a) Present value—of the present life
(b) Future value—and the coming one.

3) 9 The saying (about the value of godliness) is faithful and worthy of full acceptance.

· Why accept this statement?

a) Because of what Paul was doing—10 For to this (godliness) also we are …
i) laboring exhaustively—
ii) and being reproached,—
b) Why was Paul doing these things?  because we have hope set upon …
· Who is this God on whom Paul had set his hope?
i) the living (both here and hereafter) God,

ii) who is the savior of all people, especially of believers.

4) Dual commands—11 Authoritatively instruct these things (4:6-10) and teach.

Lesson # 15—First Timothy 4:12-16

The Importance of Sound Teachers

1) The importance of example—4:12

a) 12 Let no one despise your youth (up to age 40),

i) Remember 1st Corinthians 16:10-11 and Titus 2:15

b) but (strong contrast) be an example (but not by being self-assertive;) of the believers (be a worthy model for others, even the older believers, to follow)
· See example/type [tupos] in Philippians 3:17; 1st Thessalonians 1:7; 2nd Thessalonians 3:9; Titus 2:7; 1st Peter 5:3
i) Outward—in word, in behavior
ii) Inward—in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity.
2) The importance of focus in public services—pay attention—4:13
a) For how long?  13 Until I come, (Paul planned to arrive soon—3:14-15)
b) Focus on what?

i) Reading—to the reading—what was to be read in the congregational meetings
(1) Old Testament—2nd Chronicles 34:18-19, 30; Nehemiah 8:1-12

(2) New Testament Synagogue—Acts 13:15; 2nd Corinthians 3:14
(3) New Testament Congregation—Colossians 4:16; 1st Thessalonians 5:27
ii) Sermon
(1) to the exhortation—directed to one’s emotions and will (see Romans 12:8)
(a) Evangelistic—Acts 13:15-41; 2nd Thessalonians 2:2-4
(b) Edification—Acts 15:31; Romans 15:4; Hebrews 12:5; 13:22

(2) to the teaching.—directed to one’s understanding
c) These three things help defend against false teaching and help encourage right belief and behavior.

3) The importance of consistency and the danger of distraction—4:14-16

a) 14 Do not neglect [ameleo] the gift (special spiritual ability) which is in you, (cp. 2nd Timothy 1:6)
i) which was given to you—it wasn’t earned

ii) How was it given to Timothy?

(1) Divine revelation—by prophecy (cp. 1:18)
(2) Human acknowledgment—with the laying on of the hands of the body of elders.

(a) What is done in ordination services today is similar to this.

b) 15 Keep focusing [melatao] on these things (4:12-13), exist in them—

i) Why maintain his focus?  so that your progress maybe evident in all things.

c) 16 Watch carefully…
i) Yourself—who was doing the teaching
ii) and the teaching—what the teacher was teaching
d) Persevere in them,

i) Why?  because while doing this you will save… (sanctification is in view here)
ii) Who would Timothy rescue from danger?

(1) Personal benefit—both yourself
(2) Public benefit—and your listeners.
Lesson # 16—First Timothy 5:1-2

Dealing With the Various Age Groups within the Congregation

Introduction:  Compare similar instructions in Titus 2:1-10.  Remember how Jesus identified fellow believers as family members (Mark 3:31-35).
1) Relationships with older men—5:1a

a) Negatively—1 You should not lash out at [epiplesso # 1969; to reprimand harshly] an older man (an elder in age, not in office).

i) Not a limitation on his authority to address their sin, but a check on his attitude.  See the second qualification for elders in 3:3 for a related word.
ii) Remember Timothy was still considered a youth (4:12).

b) Positively—but (strong contrast) keep exhorting [parakaleo # 3870; to come along side and say what needs to be said] him…
i) Still take their sin seriously, but address them carefully.

ii) How?  as a father,

(1) Treat them as one should treat a natural father, with tender respect.

c) Principle: Respect for age must temper the expressions of rebuke.

· The verb “exhort” [parakaleo] is assumed for the remainder of these two verses.

2) Relationships with younger men—5:1b

a) (Keep exhorting) younger men as brothers,

i) Treat them as one should treat a natural brother, with tender respect.
b) Principle: Don’t lord it over those who are the same age or younger; treat them as equals.  There is a difference between function position and personal equality.
3) Relationships with older women—5:2a

a) (Keep exhorting) 2 older women as mothers,

i) Treat them as one should treat a natural mother, with tender respect.
b) Principle: Timothy knew how to relate to his mother (2nd Timothy 1:5; 3:14-15)
4) Relationships with younger women—5:2b

a) (Keep exhorting) younger women as sisters,

i) How?  with all purity. (remember 4:12)
(1) There is a latent danger for all spiritual leaders in dealing with young women.
(2) This was especially true for unmarried Timothy.
ii) Treat them as one should treat a natural sister, with tender respect.

b) Principle: The focus is not so much of what you teach them, but how it is done.

5) Remember:

a) God involves all groups of people with a congregation, regardless of gender or social status.

b) A close-knit congregation can be tempted to erase common courtesies.
Lesson # 17—First Timothy 5:3-8
Biblical Treatment of Widows by the Family
Introduction:  There are three types of widows: [1] the widow to be cared for by her immediate family (5:4-8); [2] the widow who should remarry and be cared for by her new husband (5:11-16); [3] the widow to be cared for by her congregation (5:3, 9-10, 16).

1) Overriding principle—5:3

a) A command—3 Honor (demonstrate due respect for, especially financially) widows
b) A distinction—who are real widows.

c) A reminder—see Matthew 15:3-6; James 1:27; Psalm 68:5; 146:9
2) Instructions for the widow’s family—5:4-6
a) The potential situation—4 But, if a widow has children or grandchildren…

b) Responsibility of her family

i) What are they to do?  let them first learn—discipled in these two areas of life
(1) Respect—to be showing reverence to their own household

(2) Recompense—and to be giving back a return to their parents/grandparents,

ii) Why are they to do this?

(1) because this (loving, respectful care) is acceptable in the sight of God.

c) Contrasting the two kinds of widows from a spiritual perspective—5:5-6
i) Characteristics of a Godward widow—5:5  5 Now, she …
(1) Socially

(a) Without a husband—who is really a widow,
(b) Without a descendent—and left alone,

(2) Spiritually

(a) Confident expectation—has set her hope upon God
(b) Consistent prayer—and perseveres in entreaties and requests night and day,

ii) Characteristic of a selfward widow—5:6  6 but she who is self-indulging is dead while she lives. (cp. Ezekiel 16:49)
3) Separate instructions to Timothy—5:7

a) He was to do what?  7 These things (5:5-6) authoritatively instruct as well,
b) Why?  in order that they (the descendents) may be blameless.

i) Believers can be without valid criticism in how they treat widows.

4) Additional family instructions—5:8

a) The assumed situation—8 But, if anyone (of the descendents) is not providing for his own, and especially those of his own household,
b) The condemnation—he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.

i) See 1st John 3:17-18.  A lack of practical love toward one’s widowed mother/grandmother indicates a denial of the faith.  Even unbelievers meet the needs of widows.
5) The application—How does this all of this relate to nursing homes/assisted living, Social Security, life insurance, pensions, divorce, etc.?

Lesson # 18—1st Timothy 5:9-16
Biblical Treatment of Widows by the Congregation
1) Instructions concerning older widows in the congregation—5:9-10
a) The command—9 Let a widow be put on the list if …

b) The qualifications for a widow to be supported by the congregation

i) Age—she is not less than sixty years old,

ii) Faithfulness in marriage—having been a woman of one man,

iii) Five areas of life & ministry—10 having a reputation for good [kalos] works,

(1) Tender-nourishing—if she has brought up children,

(2) Hospitality—if she has welcomed strangers,

(3) Humble service—if she has washed the saints feet,

(4) Compassion—if she has relieved those under pressure,

(5) Devotion—if she has followed after every good [agathos] work.

2) Instructions concerning younger widows in the congregation—5:11-15
a) The command—5:11 11 But refuse younger (those 59 and younger) widows,

b) The three-fold reason for refusing to financially support younger widows—5:11b-13
i) Reason # 1—Discontentment—because whenever they have strong sensual desires against the Christ, they desire to marry,

(1) The result of such discontent—12 having condemnation,
(a) Why?  because they have rejected their first faith (or pledge?).

ii) Reason # 2—Dangers

(1) Irresponsible curiosity—13 Now, at the same time also, they learn to be idlers, roving about the houses,
(2) Improper speech—and not only idlers, but also babblers and busybodies, saying things they ought not (as they go from house to house).

c) Fourfold expression of God’s will for younger widows—5:14-15  14 Therefore (in light of the potential issues of 5:11-13), I determine younger ones…
i) What are they to do?  Be responsible and careful
(1) to marry,

(2) to bear children, (cp. with 5:10 “brought up children”)
(3) to manage their households,

(4) to give no starting point for reproach to the adversary,

ii) Why are they to do these four things?  Occasional defection
(1) 15 because some (younger widows) have already turned aside after Satan.

3) Summary of instructions—5:16

a) Balanced commands—16 If (assumed true) any believing man or woman has widows,

i) Take personal responsibility—let him relieve them,

ii) Release the congregation—and let not the congregation be burdened,

b) Why?  in order that it may relieve those who are really widows.
i) If all widows are supported by the congregation, then all widows will be harmed by the resulting lack of resources in the congregation.

Lesson # 19—First Timothy 5:17-25

Biblically Balanced Treatment of Elders

1) Maintain a balanced view of the priorities and the honoring of elders who do well—5:17-18

a) What is Timothy to make sure is done?  17 Let … be considered worthy of double honor,

b) What are the priorities of elders?  Cp. 1st Thessalonians 5:12-13
i) Rule—the elders who rule well (3:4-5; Romans 12:8; 1st Corinthians 12:28)
ii) Teach—especially the ones characterized by laboring in word and teaching, (3:2)
c) Why honor elders in this way?  18 because the Scripture (both OT & NT) says,
i) Deuteronomy 25:4—“You shall not muzzle the ox while it is treading out the grain,”
(1) See 1st Corinthians 9:9; kindness to oxen and people
ii) Luke 10:7—and “The worker is worthy of his wages.”

· Compare Deuteronomy 19:15-21 which appears to be the pattern for what follows here

2) Maintain a balanced view of the sins of elders who are not doing well—5:19-21
a) Protect them from frivolous allegations—19 Do not accept (acknowledge as valid) an accusation against an elder…

i) except on the evidence of two or three witnesses (of his alleged sin).
b) Convict them if the accusation is true—20 Those (elders) characterized by sinning convict in the presence of all (the whole congregation? or the other elders?),

i) Why?  so that the rest may have fear (of the sinfulness and consequences of sin).

c) Solemn warning: Be objective!—21 I am solemnly testifying in the presence of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ and the elect (unfallen) angels that you may guard these things (5:19-20) without prejudice, doing nothing according to bias.

3) Maintain a balanced view of aspiring elders to help prevent the situation of 5:19-21—5:22
a) Don’t rush to fill a vacant elder position—22 Be laying hands on no one hastily,
b) You are responsible for allowing unqualified elders to serve in the congregation
i) Negatively—nor be sharing in the sins of others;—remember 3:2
ii) Positively—keep yourself pure (blameless of the sins of others).
4) Maintain a balanced view of your physical condition—5:23
a) The commands

i) Negatively—23 No longer be drinking water only (i.e. total abstinence from wine),
ii) Positively—but (strong contrast) use a little wine (but remember 3:3, 8)
b) The necessity of the command—because of … (wine’s medicinal use)
i) your stomach—digestive problems from the unsanitary water supplies
ii) and your frequent weaknesses.—other persistent physical incapacities
5) Maintain a balanced view in discerning sin and good works (pertains to 5:22)—5:24-25
a) Sin—24 The sins of some people are quite evident, leading to judgment,

i) but indeed some follow.

b) Good works—25 In the same way also the good works are quite evident,

i) and those having it another way (i.e. not evident to all) are not able to be hidden.

Lesson # 20—First Timothy 6:1-2
Addressing the Paradox of Slavery Biblically

1) Attitude and actions toward an unbelieving master—6:1

a) What?  1 All (no exceptions) who are under the yoke as bondservants should regard their own (not each and every) masters [despotes] as worthy of all honor (see 5:3, 17),

b) Why?

i) so that God’s name (may not be blasphemed)

(1) The reputation of God’s character is at stake in our relationship with our unsaved bosses.
ii) and the teaching may not be blasphemed.

(1) The reputation of God’s Word is at stake in our relationship with our unsaved bosses.
2) Attitude and actions toward a believing master—6:2

a) What?  2 Now, those having believing masters must not be despising (i.e. don’t withhold honor due) them
i) Why would they be despised?  because they (the masters) are brothers,

(1) Spiritual equality (Galatians 3:28) does not demand social/civil equality.

ii) But (strong contrast) be serving all the more
(1) Christian masters were not obligated to release believing slaves—Philemon 1:12, 15-16; 1st Corinthians 7:17, 21, 24
b) Why?  because those (believing masters) who benefit from their good deeds (the good work done by the slaves which benefit their master) are …

i) Believers and beloved (by God and Christians)
3) Two final commands for Timothy regarding slaves

a) Keep on teaching these things and keep on encouraging (these things).
4) Additional Biblical principles of slavery
a) The primary passages

i) Exodus 20:10; 21:1-11, 20, 26-27; 1st Corinthians 7:17-24; Galatians 3:28; Ephesians 6:5-9; Colossians 3:22-4:1; Philemon; 1st Timothy 6:1-2; Titus 2:9-10; 1st Peter 2:18-20
b) The principles

i) God’s revelation assumes the reality slavery

(1) Slavery in America was essentially ethnic; slavery of NT times was primarily economic or political
ii) God’s revelation presents the regulation of slavery
(1) Emphasizing equal responsibilities, though not necessarily equal rights.

iii) God’s revelation does not directly advocate the elimination of slavery

(1) The problem is not so much the institution but the abusive, sinful heart of people

iv) God’s revelation does lead to the eventual elimination of slavery
Lesson # 21—First Timothy 6:3-10

False Teachers and Godliness
1) Unbelieving false teachers—6:3-5

a) What they do—3 If (assumed reality) someone…
i) Positively—is teaching a different kind of doctrine (cp. 1:3-11; 4:1-5)
ii) Negatively—and is not assenting to (approaching)…
(1) sound words, those of (originating from) our Lord, Jesus Christ,
(2) and with the teaching that accords with godliness [# 1],

b) What they are—4 he is… (this describes those promoting anti-godliness)
i) confused (enshrouded and inflated by the smoke of pride)

(1) comprehending nothing, (even though he teaches)

(2) but having an unhealthy (cp. with sound words 6:3) craving for…
(a) controversies
(b) and word-battles,
ii) out of which (controversies and word-battles) comes… (cp. with 1:5)
(1) envy,—ill will because the other person “has the advantage”
(2) strife,—contention, the outcome of envy
(3) reviling,—malicious talk
(4) evil suspicions,—lack of the trust necessary for good relationships
(5) 5 useless occupations (wasting time) among people who are…
(a) corrupted in mind
(b) and deprived of the truth,
(c) presuming (their version of) godliness [# 2] to be a means of profit.

c) How Timothy is to respond to them—Keep away from such as these.

2) Biblical contentment—6 Now (in contrast to 6:5), there is great profit in (genuine) godliness [# 3] with contentment (Christ-sufficiency, not self-sufficiency),—6:6-8
a) Why be content/satisfied?  7 because … (see Job 1:21)
i) Possessionless entrance—we brought nothing into the world,

ii) Possessionless exit—it is clear that we are not able to carry anything out.

b) 8 But, having nourishment (plural) and covering (plural), we will be satisfied with these things (nourishments and coverings).  (see Proverbs 30:8; Matthew 6:5-34)
3) The dangers of determining to become rich—9 Now (in contrast to 6:6-8), those determining to be rich are falling into…—6:9-10 (a different group than those rich believers in 6:17-19)
a) Falling into what?  (see Luke 12:13-21)
i) a test—enticement
ii) and a trap—entrapment
iii) and many foolish and harmful desires,—endangerment
(1) which (desires) are plunging people into complete destruction and (utter) ruin,

b) Why are they falling?  10 because the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, of which aspiration some… (see Ecclesiastes 5:10; Luke 16:14; 2nd Timothy 3:2)
i) have been lead astray from the faith
ii) and have pierced (impaled) themselves through with many sorrows.

Lesson # 22—First Timothy 6:11-16

The Importance of Character and Motive in Ministry

1) Who?  11 But you (in contrast to the “some” of 6:10), O man of God,

a) A title used in the Old Testament some 75 times of God’s spokesmen/leaders.
2) Do what?  Four commands
a) flee (persistently) from these things (in 6:9-10),

b) and pursue (persistently)…
i) righteousness, godliness,

ii) faith (trust), love,

iii) endurance (of events), gentleness.

c) 12 Contend (persistently) for the good struggle of the faith.

d) Grab hold (now) of the eternal life unto which…
i) Personal salvation—you were called
ii) Public testimony—and have acknowledged the good acknowledgment in the presence of many witnesses.

3) 13 I am authoritatively commanding you… (stronger than the 4 commands just given)
a) Witnesses to the command

i) in the presence of God,—the Father
(1) who is giving life to all things,—Nehemiah 9:6
ii) and of Christ Jesus,

(1) who testified a good acknowledgment before Pontus Pilate,

b) Commanding him to do what?  14 to keep the command…
i) Referring to either Timothy himself or to the command
(1) unstained, blameless
ii) For how long?

(1) until the (visible and imminent) appearing of our Lord, Jesus Christ,

(a) 15 which (appearing) he (God the Father) will demonstrate at the proper time (Acts 1:6)
iii) What is God the Father like, in Whose presence Timothy is commanded?  he who is…
(1) Focus on His authority
(a) the happy and only sovereign,

(b) the king of those reigning as kings and lord of those ruling as lords,

(2) Focus on His uniqueness
(a) 16 who alone has immortality,—the immortality of people and angels is derived; God’s immortality is inherent
(b) dwelling in unapproachable light,

(c) whom no one has seen nor is able to see,

(3) Focus on His glory
(a) to whom be honor and eternal dominion.  Amen.

Lesson # 23—First Timothy 6:17-19

i) Biblical Perspective of Genuine Wealth

ii) Who is Timothy to address?  17 Those who are (already) rich in this present (as opposed to the one coming) age,

iii) In contrast to the false teachers who desired to get rich now (6:3-10).

2) Do what for them?  authoritatively charge them… (identified by the 5 infinitives: “to…)
i) Negatively

ii) Concerning their view of self—to not be proud, (cp. Romans 11:20; 12:16 addressed to all believers)
iii) Pride was often considered a virtue among the Greeks.
(1) Concerning their view of things—nor to set their hope on the uncertainty of riches, (Proverbs 11:28; 23:4-5; Psalm 62:10)
(a) Ironically their hope was on the uncertainty, not the riches

(b) Riches have uncertainty because of the brevity of life and the instability of the value of money.
(c) but (strong contrast) on the living God,

iv) who is providing us with all things richly to enjoy (but not to permanently possess or trust in), (Hebrews 11:25)
b) Positively
i) 18 to be doing good,—reflecting God’s image by being beneficent (Acts 14:17)
ii) to be rich in good works,—identifies genuine wealth through attractive actions
(1) to be …
(a) What?

(2) Generous
(a) and ready to share,

(3) When and how?  19 while treasuring up for themselves a good foundation (cp. with the uncertainty of riches) unto what is coming,
(a) Consider Jesus’ teaching from Matthew 6:19-21
(4) Why?  in order that they may grab hold of that which is eternal life.

c) Principles

i) The greater our means for doing good, the greater is our obligation to do good.

ii) “We are always more tardy that we ought to be in giving to the poor.”  John Calvin

d) The wealth God gives to us is to be used to minister to the needs of others.

e) Because riches are inherently uncertain, they are unworthy of our trust and hope.

1) It is easier to give money than to give our hearts.  God desires both.

f) “Christians should invest their money in the souls of men and women.”  John MacArthur
Lesson # 24—First Timothy 6:20-21

Recapping the Theme

a) Do what?  20 O Timothy, guard the deposit (of another),
2) Aligned with the charge in 1:5, 18, as well as 2nd Timothy 1:12, 14.
a) Protect it from spiritual thieves.
3) When and how?  while turning away from (refusing to adopt the method of) the profane…
4) chatter—empty sounds which have no positive value (cp. with 1:6)
5) and contradictions (antitheses) of what is falsely designated (pseudonymous) “knowledge,”

6) 21 which (false knowledge) some, while asserting it, have deviated concerning the faith.

a) See 1st Timothy 1:6 and 2nd Timothy 2:18
b) Grace be with you.  Amen.

c) The “you” is a plural in some Greek manuscripts.

d) Principles

e) Timothy is called to persistent vigilance in all these matters taught throughout this letter from the Holy Spirit through Paul.

f) The deposit does not belong to Timothy, but to Another who has entrusted to Timothy.

g) Timothy must not only focus on the Truth, but also avoid anti-Truth at all costs.

h) Timothy can only accomplish these things by God’s grace.
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