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Finding and Equipping a Local Church Evangelist

Introduction:  Where are Biblical churches to find Biblical evangelists?  We all probably know a few itinerant speakers who identify themselves as evangelists.  But which ones are genuinely Biblical evangelists?  This outline is a study of the life of Timothy, an evangelist found and trained by the apostle Paul.  I am convinced that a similar process can still be accomplished in our day.

His providential preparation in Lystra (15-20 years) [@ 28-49 AD]

1) The Christian nurturing by his grandmother and mother—2nd Timothy 1:5

a) Eunice and Lois were most likely converted on the first church-planting journey—Acts 14:5-23

2) The early exposure to God’s Word in the Old Covenant—2nd Timothy 3:15

3) The experience of growing up in a spiritually divided home—Acts 16:1, 3

a) His mother was a believer while his father was a Greek.

b) That he was raised in Lystra and not Derbe seems evident from Acts 20:4 where Gaius is listed as being from Derbe, but Timothy is not so identified.

4) The grace needed to be a genuine disciple—Acts 16:1-3

a) It is possible he was converted during Paul’s first church-planting journey which included Lystra—Acts 14:8-22 [March-June 49 AD?]
b) He is called a disciple (maqhth,j) [# 3101]—Acts 16:1 [May 50 AD]
c) He has the approval (marture,w) [# 3140] of believers in at least 2 communities.

d) He submits to Paul’s apostolic leadership in going with Paul and in being circumcised.

e) He submits to the elders in his local assembly in the “ordination” process—Acts 14:21-23; 16:2; 1st Timothy 1:18; 4:14; 2nd Timothy 1:6

i) Apparently, a prophecy was made at this time to give further assurance that Timothy was the right choice for Paul.

His apprenticeship with the apostolic team (10 + years)
1) Second church-planting journey [April 50–September 52 AD]—Acts 15:36-18:22

a) Goes with Paul—Acts 16:1-5 [May 50 AD]
i) Apparently going to Phrygia, Galatia, Mysia, Troas, Neapolis, Philippi, Amphipolis, Apollonia, and Thessalonica.

b) Stays with Silas in Berea when Paul leaves for Athens because of the Thessalonian Jews—Acts 17:14 [February-March 51 AD]
c) Travels with Silas to Athens to meet with Paul—Acts 17:15; 18:5 [March 51 AD]
d) Sent from Athens to Thessalonica—Acts 17:15; 1st Thessalonians 3:1-2

i) Listed with Paul—1st Thessalonians 1:1; 2nd Thessalonians 1:1

(1) NB, this was apparently Timothy’s first solo responsibility.  Notice that it is directed toward believers.

(2) This letter was in response to Timothy’s report to Paul

ii) Sent to establish (sthri,zw) [# 4741] believers who are in afflictions—1st Thessalonians 3:2-3

iii) Sent to encourage (parakale,w) [# 3870] believers who are in afflictions—1st Thessalonians 3:2-3

iv) Sent to learn (ginw,skw) [# 1097] about the faith of the believers—1st Thessalonians 3:5

v) Returned with good news of their faith and love and good memories—1st Thessalonians 3:6

e) Traveled to Corinth to be with Paul—Acts 18:5 [March 51 AD]
i) Preaches (khru,ssw) [# 2784] Jesus Christ to the Corinthians—2nd Corinthians 1:19

ii) NB, this was apparently the first time Timothy was actively evangelizing.

f) Traveled toward Syria—Acts 18:18

i) Stopped in Cenchrea—Acts 18:18

ii) Stopped in Ephesus—Acts 18:19-21 [September 52 AD]
iii) Lands at Caesarea, goes up to Jerusalem, and down to Antioch—Acts 18:22

2) Third church-planting journey [Spring 53–May 57 AD]—Acts 18:23-21:25

a) Traveled with Paul through the regions of Galatia and Phrygia?—18:23

b) Ministered to Paul while in Ephesus—Acts 19:22

c) Sent by Paul with Erastus from Ephesus to Macedonia and to Corinth—Acts 19:22

i) Was to remind the Corinthians of Paul’s ways in Christ—1st Corinthians 4:17

ii) Goes to Corinth—1st Corinthians 16:10-11

iii) Mentioned in Paul’s letter to Rome written from Corinth —Romans 16:21

d) Listed with Paul—2nd Corinthians 1:1 [September–October 56 AD]
i) Perhaps while in Macedonia.

e) Waits in Troas with the majority of Paul’s ministry team while Paul talks with the Ephesian elders in Miletus—Acts 20:3-5 [April-May 57 AD]
i) On Paul’s last journey to Jerusalem.

3) Paul’s first Roman imprisonment [February 60–March 62 AD]—Acts 28

a) Listed with Paul—Philippians 1:1; Colossians 1:1; Philemon 1:1

b) Ministers as a bondslave (douleu,w) [# 1398] to Paul—Philippians 2:22

c) Paul hopes to send Timothy to Philippi immediately—Philippians 2:23

4) Paul’s final travels [Spring 62–Autumn 67 AD]  Timothy functioning as apostolic representative
a) Deliberately instructed in a letter by Paul [Autumn 62 AD]—1st Timothy 1:2

b) Left in Ephesus to order (paragge,llw) [# 3853] certain men not to teach strange doctrines—1st Timothy 1:3

c) Fight the good fight—1:18-19

5) Paul’s second Roman imprisonment [67-68 AD?]  Timothy functioning as evangelist
a) Deliberately instructed in a letter by Paul—2nd Timothy 1:2

i) Entrust what you heard from Paul to faithful men who will be able to teach others also—2:2

b) Summoned to Rome to be with Paul—2nd Timothy 4:9-13, 21

6) Timothy’s own imprisonment—Hebrews 13:23

a) Was set free and sought to travel with the anonymous writer of Hebrews

His identification

1) As Paul’s “fellow worker” (sunergo,j) [# 4904] in the gospel of Christ—Romans 16:21; 1st Thessalonians 3:2

2) As Paul’s “beloved and faithful son in the Lord”—1st Corinthians 4:17; 2nd Timothy 1:2

3) As one who “does the work of the Lord” as Paul does—1st Corinthians 16:10

4) As “our brother”—2nd Corinthians 1:1; Colossians 1:1; 1st Thessalonians 3:2; Philemon 1:1; Hebrews 13:23

5) As a “bondservant” (dou/loj) [# 1401] of Jesus Christ—Philippians 1:1

6) As a “minister” (dia,konoj) [# 1249] of God—1st Thessalonians 3:2

7) As a “true child (gnh,sioj te,knon) [# 1103 5043] in the faith”—1st Timothy 1:2

8) As a “man of God”—1st Timothy 6:11

His character traits

1) Struggled with fear?—1st Corinthians 16:10; 2nd Timothy 1:7

2) Kindred spirit (iso,yucoj) [# 2473] with Paul—Philippians 2:20

3) Genuinely cared (gnhsi,wj merimna,w) [# 1104 3309] for Philippian believers—Philippians 2:20

4) Did not seek his own things—Philippians 2:21

5) His character was proven (dokimh,) [# 1382]—Philippians 2:22

6) Carefully followed Paul’s example—2nd Timothy 3:10

7) Possessed sincere (anupo,kritoj) [# 505] faith—2nd Timothy 1:5

His commands from Paul

1) As recorded in 1st Timothy; received by Timothy as an apostolic representative [62 AD]
a) Paul was in Macedonia when he wrote this letter to Timothy in Ephesus—1st Timothy 1:3

b) There are 44 imperatives in the Majority Text of 1st Timothy

i) For Timothy to assist others
(1) Pertaining to women—2:11

(2) Pertaining to servants/deacons—3:10, 12

(3) Pertaining to widows—5:5, 16

(4) Pertaining to workplace relationships—6:1-2

ii) For Timothy directly
(1) Pertaining to the Word—4:11; 6:2

(2) Pertaining to what you take into your heart and mind—4:7, 13, 16

(3) Pertaining to your dealings with others within the assembly—4:12; 5:1-3, 7, 9, 11, 17-18, 19-22; 6:17-19

(4) Pertaining to your personal life—4:7, 14-16; 5:22-23; 6:5, 11-12, 20

2) As recorded in 2nd Timothy; received by Timothy as an evangelist [Autumn 67 AD]
a) There are 32 imperatives in the Majority Text of 2nd Timothy

i) For Timothy to assist others
(1) Pertaining to God—2:14

ii) For Timothy directly
(1) Pertaining to the Word—1:13; 2:15; 3:14; 4:2, 5

(2) Pertaining to suffering—1:8; 2:1, 3; 4:5

(3) Pertaining to thoughts—2:7-8, 23; 3:1; 4:5

(4) Pertaining to miscellaneous items—1:14; 2:16, 22; 3:5; 4:5, 9, 13-15, 19, 21

A timeline of Timothy’s life and ministry

Ministry as
  Ministry

Early life
Salvation/discipleship

Equipping
Representative
  as Evangelist


?? AD


48-50 AD

50-60 AD
62-67 AD
  67 AD +

The principles we can draw from the above information

1) Early discipleship [2-3 years] Emphasis on character
a) Timothy was already a disciple when Paul asked him to accompany him.

b) Timothy observed Paul’s suffering for the Gospel of Christ in Lystra.

i) He was aware of the cost before he joined the church-planting team.

c) Timothy had a good reputation with the area churches.

d) Timothy was submissive to the elders of his own local assembly.

e) Timothy was formally recognized by the elders of his own local assembly as fit for being equipped by Paul.

f) Timothy was submissive to the man who discipled him.

2) Being equipped as an evangelist [10+ years] Emphasis on conduct
a) Timothy was not alone during the equipping process.  He was always with at least one other person.

i) With Silas to Thessalonica and back to Athens.

ii) With Erastus to Macedonia.

iii) With the main ministry team on the way to Jerusalem.

b) Timothy was accountable to Paul.

c) Timothy was given a variety of ministry opportunities during this period.

i) With believers

(1) Sent to establish (sthri,zw) those in afflictions—1st Thessalonians 3:2-3

(2) Sent to encourage (parakale,w) those in afflictions—1st Thessalonians 3:2-3

(3) Sent to learn (ginw,skw) about the faith of others—1st Thessalonians 3:5

ii) With unbelievers

(1) Preaches (khru,ssw) Jesus Christ to the Corinthians—2nd Corinthians 1:19

3) Serving as an apostolic representative in and around Ephesus [4-6 years] Emphasis on Equipping
a) Timothy was granted limited freedom to function while Paul was imprisoned and while Paul was in Macedonia.

b) Timothy was given the responsibility to set things in order in the assemblies.

c) Timothy was given the responsibility to deal with several different groups within the assemblies.

d) Timothy was instructed primarily about interpersonal relationships within the assemblies.

4) Serving as an equipped evangelist [unknown number of years] Emphasis on Evangelizing
a) Timothy’s instructions from Paul dealt primarily with the Word, anticipated suffering, and his thought life.

b) Timothy was reminded of the power and primacy of God’s Word in evangelism.

c) Timothy was exhorted by Paul primarily because of Paul’s imminent death/departure.

� All dates are based on Harold Hoehner’s A Chronological Table of the Apostolic Age as found on pp. 129-132 of Chronological and Background Charts of the New Testament by H. Wayne House, Zondervan, 1981.
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