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Evangelism In the Book of Acts

Introduction:

1) Why are we studying such a topic?

a) Some are simply ignorant of this aspect of the Christian life.

b) Some have grown discouraged in this aspect of the Christian life.

c) Some have grown disobedient in this aspect of the Christian life.

d) Ultimately, we desire to bring glory to God’s name through this aspect of the Christian life.

i) The God-honoring life shares the Word, even in the face of opposition, and relies of God in the midst of that opposition. (Bock, p. 41)

2) How will we study this topic?

a) By observing basic historical examples of how the early Christians engaged in evangelism.

b) By observing basic timeless principles that will apply in our current situation.

3) Principles regarding Acts

a) It is a selective history

i) It covers the first 30 years of Christ building His congregation

(1) NB the “progress reports”: 6:7; 9:31; 12:24; 16:5; 19:20; 28:31

ii) It covers the spread of the Gospel from Jerusalem to Rome, by means of God’s guidance and despite intense opposition

(1) Jerusalem—Acts 1-7

(2) Judea and Samaria—Acts 8-11

(3) Uttermost parts of the earth—Acts 12-28

(a) See Isaiah 44:22; 48: 20; 49:6; 62:11

b) It is transitional

i) From the Gospels to the Epistles

(1) It is essentially a sequel to Luke, seeking to inform and instruct about the outcome and aftermath of Jesus’ coming to earth as God’s unique representative (Bock, p. 12)

ii) From the synagogue to the congregation

iii) From Christ with believers to the Holy Spirit in believers

iv) From Jews only to Jew-Gentile mix

v) From Old Covenant to New Covenant

c) It is theological and Theographical

i) It focuses on God’s work of establishing Christ’s congregation through the promised Holy Spirit.

ii) God enables, directs, protects, and orchestrates.

d) It is unique

i) Only Gentile author in the New Testament

(1) Has a Greek name; not listed among Jews in Colossians 4:10-11, 14

(2) See Colossians 4:14; 2nd Timothy 4:11; Philemon 1:24

ii) In writing the Gospel According to Luke, Luke did research (Luke 1:1-4), whereas in writing Acts, Luke was directly involved (Acts 13-28; especially 16:10-17; 20:6-21:18; 27:1-28:16)

iii) It is one of the longest books in the NT

(1) There are 1,003 verses (@ 12.6%), out of 7,953 total verses in the NT

(2) There are 18,374 words (@ 13%), out of the 140,155 total words in the NT

Part # 1—Chronology of the book of Acts

	Date (A.D.)
	Reference
	Event(s)

	33
	Acts 1:1-2:42
	Ascension to Pentecost

	33-35
	Acts 3:1-8:40
	Early church events in Jerusalem; Philip’s ministry in Samaria

	
	Acts 9:32-11:18
	Peter’s ministry on the coast

	34/35
	Acts 9:1-22
	Paul’s conversion

	35-37/38
	Acts 9:23-30
	Paul in Arabia, Damascus, Jerusalem, and Tarsus

	37/38-43
	Acts 9:31; 11:20-21
	Silent years

	43-44
	Acts 12:1-24
	Herod Agrippa I’s persecution of the church; Herod’s death

	
	Acts 11:22-30
	Paul and Barnabas in Antioch; determination to carry famine relief to Jerusalem

	46
	Acts 12:25
	Paul and Barnabas in Jerusalem with famine relief; return to Antioch

	47-48
	Acts 13:1-14:28
	First missionary journey



	49-52
	Acts 16:36-18:22
	Second missionary journey









	60-62
	Acts 28:15-25
	Paul’s two years in Rome awaiting trial


Part # 2—Expected evangelistic activity among unbelievers—Acts 1:8

1) A proposed title for the book of Acts

a) “The Acts of the Sovereign God through the Lord Messiah Jesus by His Spirit on Behalf of the Way.”  (Bock, p. 50)

2) Luke gives the setting—1:1-3

a) Where did this take place?  On the Mount of Olives—1:12

b) When did this take place?  40 days after Jesus’ resurrection (cp. Luke 24:13-45)

c) What happened during these 40 days?  Jesus continued talking to them about the kingdom of God (c. Luke 24:44-49)

3) Jesus gives an authoritative command—1:4-5

a) When?  Having gathered together with them at a meal (Luke 24:42-43)

b) Negatively—not to depart from Jerusalem

i) They were going to depart, but they were told to wait.

c) Positively—to wait for the Promise of the Father (i.e. the Holy Spirit—Luke 24:49)

i) Why were the disciples to wait for this Promise?  Because…

(1) On the one hand John immersed in water

(2) But on the other hand they were to be immersed in the Holy Spirit not many days later

4) Questions and contrasts—1:6-8

a) On the one hand the disciples ask a question—1:6

i) They made a connection between this coming Promise and the coming kingdom.

(1) Compare Isaiah 32:15-20; 44:3-5; Ezekiel 39:28-29; Joel 2:28-32; Zechariah 12:8-10

ii) The problem was not their understanding of the kind of kingdom, but the scope and timing of its establishment.

(1) In other words, a literal kingdom was to be expected, but when it would arrive was up to God.  They seem to assume the kingdom is only for Israel.  Jesus corrects that thinking.

b) But on the other hand Jesus answers their question with a contrast—1:7-8

i) Negatively—1:7

(1) Jesus explains the limits of their knowledge and emphasizes the Father’s authority and their responsibility to be busy in His service until He sends the Son

ii) Positively—1:8 (cp. Luke 24:46-49)

(1) They would receive power after the Holy Spirit has come upon them

(2) And there would be a world-wide “ripple effect” (both geographic and ethnic) from His witnesses

(a) See Isaiah 49:6 and Acts 13:47

5) Jesus’ ascension and promise of His return from the angels—1:9-11 (cp. Luke 24:51-53)

6) Principles

a) Only genuine believers are Christ’s legitimate witnesses.

b) Only the Holy Spirit can enable believers to be Christ’s witnesses.

c) The ministry location of Christ’s witnesses may change.

d) In other words, the Father is active through the Son by means of the Spirit to enable Jesus’ followers to proclaim God’s forgiveness to all people groups.

Part # 3—Anticipated responses to Biblical evangelism

1) Four types of heart-soils described

a) Beside the path—Indifferent, Unreceptive—Mt. 13:3-4, 19; Mk. 4:3-4, 15; Lk. 8:5, 12

i) The parable—Mt. 13:3-4; Mk. 4:3-4; Lk. 8:5

(1) It was trampled under foot—Luke 8:5

(2) The birds came

(3) The birds devoured the seed

ii) The interpretation—Mt. 13:10; Mk. 4:15; Lk. 8:12

(1) Who are they?  those hearing [avkou,w] the word of the kingdom and not understanding [suni,hmi]—Mt. 13:19 (cp. 13:23)

(a) They do not see how all these various parts fit together in proper relationship

(2) What happens?  Satan comes and snatches away the sown word from their heart

(a) When Satan sees a hard heart hear the gospel, he swoops in and takes it away, taking no chances that the Word might eventually take root

(3) Why does this happen?  So that they may not be saved [aor. pass. subj.], having believed [aor. act. ptc.]

b) On rocky ground—Impulsive Acceptance—Mt. 13:5-6, 20-21; Mk. 4:5-6, 16-17; Lk. 8:6, 13

i) The parable—Mt. 13:5-6; Mk. 4:5-6; Lk. 8:6

(1) It did not have [imperf.] much soil—Mt. 13:5; Mk. 4:5

(2) Sprang up [aor. act. ind.] immediately

(a) Because there was no depth of soil—Matthew 13:5

(3) It was scorched [aor. pass. ind.]—Matthew 13:6

(a) After the sun rose [aor. act. ptc.]

(4) It dried up [aor. pass. ind.]

(a) Having grown up [aor. pass. ptc.]—Lk. 8:6

(b) Because it had no root—Mt. 13:6

(c) Because it did not have moisture—Lk. 8:6

ii) The interpretation—Mt. 13:20-21; Mk. 4:16-17; Lk. 8:13

(1) Who are they?

(a) Those hearing [avkou,w] the word and are immediately receiving it with joy

(b) They have no root in themselves

(c) They are temporary, who are believing for a time (Lk.)

(2) What happens? They are caused to stumble (Mt. & Mk.) and in time of testing they fall away (Lk.)

(a) When pressure [qli/yij] and persecution [diwgmo,j] comes because of the word

c) On thorny ground—Willful Distraction—Mt. 13:7, 22; Mk. 4:7, 18-19; Lk. 8:7, 14

i) The parable—Mt. 13:7; Mk. 4:7; Lk. 8:7

(1) The thorns sprang up [aor. act. ind.]

(2) The thorns choked them out [aor. act. ind.]

(a) apopnigo [avpopni,gw]—Mt. 13:7; Lk. 8:7

(b) sumpnigo [sumpni,gw]—Mk. 4:7

ii) The interpretation—Mt. 13:22; Mk. 4:18-19; Lk. 8:14

(1) Who are they?

(a) Those hearing [avkou,w] the word

(b) Those who are proceeding on

(2) What happens?

(a) The word is choked by…

(i) The cares [me,rimna] of this age [aivw,n]

1. Work, home, society, leisure, personal

(ii) The deceitfulness [avpa,th] of riches [plou/toj]

(iii) The desires [evpiqumi,a] for other things [loipoi,] (Mk.)

(iv) The pleasures [h`donh,] of this life [bi,oj] (Lk.)

(b) The word become unfruitful (Mt. & Mk.) and is not bringing fruit to maturity (Lk.)

d) On good ground—fruitful reception—Mt. 13:8, 23; Mk. 4:8, 20; Lk. 8:8, 15

i) The parable—Mt. 13:8; Mk. 4:8; Lk. 8:8

(1) What was it doing?

(a) It was yielding [impf. of di,dwmi] fruit—Mt. 13:8; Mk. 4:8

(b) It was bearing [impf. of fe,rw] fruit—Mk. 4:8

(c) It made [aor. act. ind. of poie,w] fruit

(2) When was it doing this?—Mk. 4:8

(a) While growing up [pres. act. ptc. of avnabai,nw]

(b) While increasing [pres. act. ptc. of auvxa,nw]

(c) Having grown up [aor. pass. ptc. of fu,w]—Lk. 8:7

(3) How much was it producing?

(a) Some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty

(b) The average harvest in Palestine was ten-fold, meaning 10 seeds harvested for every one seed planted.

ii) The interpretation—Mt. 13:23; Mk. 4:20; Lk. 8:15

(1) Who are they?

(a) Those hearing [avkou,w] the word—Romans 10:14

(b) Those understanding [suni,hmi] the word

(i) In contrast to the first soil

(c) Those welcoming [parade,comai] the word (Mk.)

(d) Those holding it in a honest [kalo,j] and good [avgaqo,j] heart (Lk.)

(2) What happens? They are bearing and making varying degrees of fruit (Mt. & Mk.) with endurance (Lk.)

(a) In contrast to the second & third soils, the evidence of good soil is an appropriate harvest of crops

2) Principles

a) The same farmer planted all the seed, so the farmer is not the reason for the different results.

b) The same seed was planted, so the seed is not the reason for the different results.

c) The differing conditions of the soil (heart) determine the response to the Word.

Part 4—What is the Gospel?

1) Background information regarding the Gospel

a) The English word “gospel” occurs 99 times in the NAS, 101 times in the KJV, 100 times in the NKJV, 96 times in the ESV, and 86 times in Tyndale’s New Testament.

b) The Greek noun euangelion [euagge,lion] [# 2098] occurs 76 times in the NA/UB text and 77 times in the TR/MT.  Seventy times, it occurs with the definite article, i.e. “the good news”.

c) The Greek verb euangelizo [euaggeli,zw] [# 2097] occurs 54 times in the NA/UB text and 55 times in the TR/MT.

2) The content of the Gospel in Acts

a) The kingdom of God—Acts 8:12

b) The grace of God—Acts 20:24

c) Christ (is this content or source, or both?  It seems the passages can be divided as follows…)

i) Content (objective)—Acts 5:42; 8:35; 11:20; 17:18

d) Peace through Jesus Christ—Acts 10:36

e) The Word of truth

i) Note the use of logos (lo,goj): Acts 8:4

ii) Note the use of rhema (r`hma): 1st Peter 1:25

f) The promise made to the fathers—Acts 13:32

a) The resurrection—Acts 17:18

3) Observed responses to the Gospel

a) Submissive obedience—2nd Corinthians 9:13

b) Listened—Ephesians 1:13

c) Received/accepted—1st Corinthians 15:1

d) Stand in it—1st Corinthians 15:1

e) Hold fast to it—1st Corinthians 15:2

4) What does God do for people through the Gospel?

a) Calls unbelievers through the Gospel to obtain glory—2nd Thessalonians 2:14

b) Makes the spiritually dead live according to God in the spirit—1st Peter 4:6

5) Quotes concerning the Gospel (see “What is the Gospel?” slide show)

a) Jim Odens—“It is [His] character as well as [His] actions that constitute the gospel which must drive ministry in this world.”

b) John Piper—“Unless we begin with God in this way, when the gospel comes to us, we will inevitably put ourselves at the center of it.  We will feel that our value rather than God’s value is the driving force in the gospel.  We will trace the gospel back to God’s need for us instead of tracing it back to the sovereign grace that rescues sinners who need God.  But the gospel is the good news that God is the all-satisfying end of all our longings, and that even though he does not need us, and is in fact estranged from us because of our God-belittling sins, he has, in the great love with which he loved us, made a way for sinners to drink at the river of his delights through Jesus Christ.  And we will not be enthralled by this good news unless we feel that he was not obliged to do this.  He was not coerced or constrained by our value.  He is the center of the gospel.  The exaltation of his glory is the driving force of the gospel.”

Part 5—Audiences of the Gospel

1) This addresses the question: “Who heard the Gospel?” Or perhaps “To whom were Christians communicating the Gospel?”

2) Focusing on numbers

a) Larger group

i) Multitude [plh/qoj]—Acts 2:6; 14:1, 4

ii) Disorganized crowd(s) [o;cloj]—Acts 8:6; 11:24; 13:45; 14:11-19; 16:22; 17:13

iii) Sanhedrin (70 +)—Acts 4:5-ff; 5:21-41; 6:8-7:60; 22:30-23:10

b) Household

i) House/Household [oi=koj]—Acts 5:42; 11:14; 16:15, 31; 18:8

ii) Entire/whole household [panoiki,]—Acts 16:34

c) Small groups

i) Jewish ladies gathered for prayer by the riverside—Acts 16:13

ii) Political leaders and their cronies—Acts 24, 26

d) Individuals

i) Ethiopian eunuch—Acts 8

3) Focusing on age

a) No children are specifically mentioned

b) Some may (or may not) be included in “household” (see above)

i) Do not argue “No” from silence or “Yes” from assumption

ii) The context (“having believed”) indicates at least people of age to understand and believe

4) Focusing on gender

a) Men (this was the normal audience) [avnh,r]—Acts 2:5, 14, 22, 29; 3:12; 4:4; 7:2; 8:27; 10:1-ff; 11:3; 13:7, 16, 26, 38; 14:15; 17:12, 22, 34; 21:28; 22:1; 23:1-ff

b) Women—Acts 16:13-15 (Lydia), 16-18 (slave girl), 17:4 (prw/toj gunh,]

c) Mixed audience [avnh,r kai, gunh,]—Acts 5:14; 8:12; 17:12, 34; 25:23 (Bernice)

5) Focusing on people groups [eqnh,]

a) Jewish

i) Leaders

(1) The council [sune,drion]—Acts 4:5-ff; 5:21-41; 6:8-7:60; 22:30-23:10

(2) Local leaders [prw/toj]—Acts 28:17

(3) Governor Felix’s wife Drusilla—Acts 24:24

ii) Common people

(1) Devout [euvlabh,j]—Acts 2:5, 10; 8:2 (?)

(2) Otherwise—Acts 2:14; 9:22; 11:19; 13:5; 13:43; 14:1-6; 17:1-4, 10-12, 17; 18:4-5, 19, 28; 19:10, 17; 20:21; 21:20

iii) False prophet [yeudoprofh,thj]—Acts 13:6, 8

b) Gentiles

i) Those sympathetic to Judaism

(1) Those fearing God [fobe,w qeo,j]—Acts 10:2, 22; 13:16, 26

(2) Devout persons [se,bomai]—Acts 17:17

(3) Devout Greeks [se,bomai E-llhn]—Acts 17:14

(4) Devout proselytes [se,bomai prosh,lutoj]—Acts 2:10; 13:43

(5) Devout women [se,bomai gunh,]—Acts 13:50

ii) Those contrary to Judaism

(1) Acts 14:5

6) Focusing on social status

a) Jews from a variety of nations—Acts 2:5

b) Samaritans—Acts 8:9

c) Gentiles—Acts 10:35; 11:1, 18; 13:42, 46-48; 14:1 (Greeks) 27; 15:3 (joy), 7, 12, 14, 17, 19, 23; 17:4 (Greeks) 18:4 (Greeks) 6; 19:10 (Greeks), 17 (Greeks); 20:21 (Greeks); 21:19, 25; 22:21; 26:17, 20, 23; 28:28

i) Prominent women—Acts 17:4, 12

ii) Governor [h`gemwn] Felix and Drusilla (sister of Bernice)—Acts 24:24

iii) Governor Porcius Festus—Acts 25:8-ff

iv) King Herod Agrippa II and Bernice (Herod’s sister)—Acts 25:23-26:32

v) Publius on Malta—Acts 28:7-ff

7) Focusing on location

a) Various sites

i) Privately—House setting
(1) Pentecost—2:2

(2) “House to house” [kata, oi=koj]—5:42; 20:20

(3) In the desert in a chariot—8:28-ff
(4) Cornelius—10:22; 11:12

(5) Philippian jailor—16:32-34

ii) Publicly

(1) Religious setting

(a) Temple—3:1ff; 4:1-ff; 5:12-26, 25, 42; 21:40-ff
(b) Before the council [sune,drion]—4:5-21; 5:27-41; 6:12-7:60; 22:30-23:10
(c) Synagogue—9:20 (Damascus); 13:5 (Salamis); 13:14-ff (Pisidian Antioch); 14:1-ff (Iconium); 17:1-9 (Thessalonica), 17:10-11 (Berea), 17:16-17 (Athens); 18:1-17 (Corinth), 18:19-21 & 19:8 (Ephesus)
(d) Place of prayer near the river—16:13 (Philippi)

(2) Secular setting

(a) Public marketplace in Athens—17:17
(b) Rented lecture hall [scolh, place of leisure; school] in Ephesus—19:9-10

(c) Political/judicial setting [avkroath,rion place for hearers; auditorium] with governors—24:1-ff (Felix); 25:6-ff (Porcius Festus); 25:23-27 (King Agrippa II)
b) Principles

i) The disciples took the Word to the people.

(1) They never invited them to their church gatherings to hear the gospel message.

ii) The disciples took the Word to the people in a variety of settings.

(1) There is no “best” location.

iii) The regulative principle (i.e. “These are the patterns we see in the Bible, therefore we should…”) helps determine the location of our evangelistic efforts.  We are not to succumb to the normative principle (i.e. “Since the Bible doesn’t condemn it, therefore we can…”).
(1) Regulative followed by: Reformed churches, Disciples of Christ, other conservative Protestants

(2) Normative followed by: Eastern Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Lutherans, Anglicans, some Evangelicals, and Methodists
Part # 6—Evangelism word-groups and definitions

1) Word-group that is often referred to as “preaching”

a) Gospel

i) From the Greek noun euaggelion [# 2098] meaning “good news”

ii) Found in Acts 15:7; 20:24

b) Evangelize

i) From the Greek verb euaggelizo [# 2097] meaning “to make known the good new”

ii) Found in Acts 5:42; 8:4, 12, 25, 35, 40; 10:36; 11:20; 13:32; 14:7, 15, 21; 15:35; 16:10; 17:18

c) Evangelist

i) From the Greek noun euaggelistes [ # 2099] meaning “one who makes known the good news”

ii) Found in Acts 21:8

d) Preaching

i) From the Greek verb kerusso [# 2784] meaning “to proclaim”

ii) Found in Acts 8:5; 9:20; 10:37, 42; 15:21; 19:13; 20:25; 28:31

e) Preaching beforehand

i) From the Greek verb prokerusso [# 4296] meaning “to proclaim beforehand”

ii) Found in Acts 13:24

f) Exhorting/exhortation

i) From the Greek verb parakaleo [# 3870] meaning “to come along side and say what needs to be said”

(1) Found in Acts 2:40; 28:20

ii) From Greek noun paraklesis [# 3874] meaning “a calling of someone to oneself”

(1) Found in Acts 13:15

g) Proclaim

i) From the Greek verb anaggello [# 312] meaning “to announce”

(1) Found in Acts 20:20, 27

ii) From the Greek verb kataggello [# 2605] meaning “to solemnly announce”

(1) Found in Acts 3:24; 4:2; 13:5, 38; 15:36; 16:17, 21; 17:3, 13, 23; 26:23

(2) See also the Greek noun kataggeleus [# 2604] meaning “one who makes a solemn announcement” in Acts 17:18

h) Speaking boldly

i) From the Greek verb parresiazomai [# 3955] meaning “to speak boldly and openly from freedom and lack of fear”

ii) Found in Acts 9:27-28; 13:46; 14:3; 18:26; 19:8; 26:26

2) The “witness” word-group

a) Witness/testify

i) From the Greek noun martus [# 3144] meaning “one who testifies to something”

ii) Found in Acts:

(1) Singular—1:22; 22:15, 20; 26:16

(2) Plural—1:8; 2:32; 3:15; 5:32; 10:39, 41; 13:31

b) Witnessing

i) From the Greek verb martureo [# 3140] meaning “the activity of a witness”

ii) Found in Acts 10:43; 23:11

iii) See also the Greek verb marturomai [# 3143] meaning “to make an emphatic assertion” in Acts 26:22

c) Solemn witnessing

i) From the Greek verb diamarturomai [# 1263] meaning “to solemnly or strongly witness”

ii) Found in Acts 2:40; 8:25; 10:42; 18:5; 20:21, 24; 23:11; 28:23

3) The “speaking” word-group

a) Emphasis on verbalizing the Truth—generic “speaking”

i) From the Greek verb laleo [# 2980] meaning “to speak, tell say”

ii) Found in Acts 2:4, 6-7 11; 4:1, 17-18, 20, 29, 31; 5:20, 40; 6:10-11, 13; 10:44; 11:14-15, 19-20; 14:3; 16:6, 13; 18:9, 25-26; 21:39; 24:10, 24; 26:1

iii) See also “to speak with” from proslaleo [# 4354] in Acts 28:20

b) Emphasis on logically presenting the Truth

i) Teach

(1) From the Greek verb didasko [# 1321] meaning “to instruct”

(2) Found in Acts 4:2, 18; 5:21, 25, 28, 42; 11:26 ?; 15:35 ?; 18:11, 25; 20:20; 21:21, 28; 28:31

ii) Reasoning with

(1) From the Greek verb dialegomai [# 1256] meaning “to discuss, dispute, to speak to someone in order to convince”

(2) Found in Acts 17:2, 17; 18:4, 19; 19:8-9; 24:25

iii) Persuading

(1) From the Greek verb peitho [# 3982] meaning “to convince”

(a) Found in Acts 17:4; 18:4; 19:8, 26; 26:28; 28:23-24

(2) From the Greek verb anapeitho [# 374] meaning “to persuade to a different opinion”

(a) Found in Acts 18:13

iv) Explaining

(1) From the Greek verb ektithemi [# 1620] meaning “to place out, to set forth, expound”

(a) Found in Acts 28:23

(2) From the Greek verb dianoigo [# 1272] meaning “to open up completely”

(a) Found in Acts 17:3

v) Refuting

(1) From the Greek verb diakatelegchomai [# 1246] meaning “to refute completely after strenuous and thorough discussion”

(2) Found in Acts 18:28

vi) Demonstrating

(1) From Greek verb epideiknumi [# 1925] meaning “to exhibit, display”

(a) Found in Acts 18:28 (see Acts 9:39 for illustration of this verb)

(2) From the Greek verb paratithemi [# 3908] meaning “to place beside, to place before”

(a) Found in Acts 17:3

Part 7—Exposition of Acts

· Outline based on Bock (pp. 46-48)

Section # 1—Acts 1:12-6:7—God’s work in Jerusalem

1) Acts 1:12-26—Replacing Judas

a) The current leadership among the followers of the Messiah—1:12-14

i) Their location and names—1:12-13

(1) Of these 11, only 3 are mentioned again in Acts: Peter, James, & John

ii) Their unified activity while waiting for the promise of the Father—1:14

(1) Approximately 120 people have gathered to focus on prayer.

b) The reconfiguration of the leadership among the followers of the Messiah—1:15-26

i) The timing of the reconfiguration—“and in those days”

ii) The reason for the reconfiguration—1:15-22

(1) The recap of Judas’ life—1:15-17

(a) The necessity of Scriptural fulfillment—1:16a

(i) Judas’ defection is no embarrassment to God’s program.

(b) He became a guide to those who arrested Jesus—1:16b

(i) NB the gentle, humble way repentant, restored Peter refers to Judas’ sin.

(c) He was counted among the twelve—1:17a

(d) He was allotted his share in their ministry, which must be redistributed—1:17b

(2) A parenthetical explanation of judgment upon Judas—1:18-19

(3) The Biblical necessity of Judas’ replacement—1:20-22

(a) The passages refer to:

(i) God’s enemies—Psalm 69:25 (Peter changes plurals to singulars)

(ii) God’s judgment—Psalm 109:8

(b) The requirements to replace Judas are clearly identified for all.

iii) The process of the reconfiguration—1:23-26

(1) The two appointed men’s names—1:23

(2) The prayer of the eleven (or @ 120?)—1:24

(a) They acknowledged His authority (“Lord”; probably refers to Jesus)

(b) They acknowledged Him omniscience (“Heart-knower of all”)

(i) See Acts 15:8 for the Father, but see John 21:17 for a reference to Jesus

(c) They acknowledged His previous choice of a replacement for Judas’ share of the ministry and office of an apostle

(i) Required by his apostasy, not his death (see Acts 12:2 and James’ death)

(3) The actual process—1:26

(a) They cast lots

(i) The use of the lot is presented in a positive light (Proverbs 16:33)

(ii) Helps reduce rivalry, helps eliminate campaigning

(b) He was voted [sugkatayhfi,zw] to be with the eleven

c) Principles we learn from this
i) The early believers were obedient to Christ’s command to wait in Jerusalem.

ii) The advance of the Gospel mission was not halted because of Judas’ disobedience.

iii) Peter’s restoration among the believers was apparently complete.

iv) By keeping their focus on the Word and prayer, the early leadership could view the circumstances from God’s perspective.

2) Acts 2:1-41—Pentecost (a Sunday, 50 days after the resurrection; 1st evangelistic sermon in Acts)

a) The pouring out of the Spirit—2:1-13

i) The setting—2:1  emphasizes the location and concentrated passion of the disciples
(1) Pentecost was also called “Day of the Firstfruits” (Numbers 28:26) and “Feast of the Harvest” (Exodus 23:16).
ii) The event—2:2-4  emphasizes the unmistakable and universal giving of the Spirit to each one
iii) The reaction to the event—2:5-13

(1) The confused response—2:5-8  emphasis on confusion, amazement, and astonishment

(a) “Devout” does not equal “believer”, as these men later need to repent unto salvation

(b) This was one message in many languages.

(2) The people who responded—2:9-11  emphasis on the international scope of the hearers, hinting of where the Message will eventually go
(a) The subject of the speaking was “the magnificences of God.”

(3) The two-fold response—2:12-13

(a) 12 And they were all continually amazed and bewildered, saying…
(b) 13 But others were scoffing, saying…
b) The proclamation of Peter—2:14-36 (no more speaking in tongues)
i) Peter commands their attention and corrects their wrong assumption—2:14-15
ii) Peter’s introduction from Joel 2:28-32—2:16-21
(1) “This” and “that” refer to the Holy Spirit based on Greek rules of gender
(2) These are the last days—2:17a
(3) The Holy Spirit is now upon all believers (gender, age, status) not just a few—2:17b
(4) The Holy Spirit enabled the prophesying they had heard—2:18
(5) God will do wonders of judgment in the future before the Day of the Lord—2:19-20
(6) The Lord will save all who call upon His name—2:21
iii) Peter emphasizes the Father’s earthly work in and through Jesus—2:22

(1) The humanity of Jesus, God’s endorsement of Him, and His undeniable works—2:22

iv) Peter emphasizes the Father’s work in the resurrection of Jesus—2:23-32

(1) The death of Jesus was in accordance with the Father’s purpose—2:23

(a) For which they were also responsible

(2) The resurrection of Jesus was due to God’s work, and death’s inability—2:24

(3) refers to Psalm 16:8-11—2:25-28
(4) Confidence, joy and hope because of God’s presence—2:25-26
(5) Confidence that God resurrect His Holy One—2:27
(6) Gladness because of God’s work of deliverance—2:28

(7) Cannot apply this to David—2:29

(a) Jewish tradition said David died on Pentecost.

(8) Confidence in God’s covenant with David (2nd Samuel 7:12-13)—2:30
(9) Confidence that Psalm 16 undeniably applies to Christ (the Holy One)—2:31-32

v) Peter explains Jesus’ work of pouring out the Spirit—2:33-35

(1) From Psalm 110:1 
(2) Jesus, having been exalted and having received the Father’s promise, poured out this Spirit you are observing in the disciples—2:33

(3) David could not do this, as Psalm 110:1 shows Jesus’ intimacy with God—2:34-35
vi) Peter applies the Father’s work through Jesus to his listeners—2:36
(1) Command to know for certain that God established this once crucified and now risen Jesus as both Yahweh and Messiah.
c) The reaction to the sermon—2:37-41
i) The response and question—2:37

(1) Each hearer clearly understood the ramifications of Peter’s words.

(2) NB their response came before the invitation, contrary to modern attempts.
ii) Peter kept giving them specific directions—2:38-40
(1) Commands—2:38a
(a) Plural—Repent (change of mind and direction) for the forgiveness of yourpl sins
(b) Singular—and be immersed (demonstrate repentance by identifying) on the name of Jesus Christ
(2) Promise—youpl will receive the gift which is the Holy Spirit—2:38b
(3) Reason to obey the command—2:39 “because the promise (of the Spirit) is…”

(a) For both Jews (youpl and yourpl children. i.e. future generations) and Gentiles (those who are far off)

(4) Repeated solemn testifying, exhortation, and command to be saved (passive, not middle)
iii) Luke records…—2:41

(1) Some joyfully welcomed his word—2:41a
(a) Embrace the commands of 2:14, 22, 36, 38 and promises of 2:21 & 2:39
(2) The disciples obeyed Jesus’ command to immerse—2:41a

(a) To the Jew this symbolized a break with one’s past.

(3) Those who joyfully welcomed his word were added to the 500+ disciples
3) Principles we learn from this
a) This is a fulfillment of the Father’s promise (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4-5).

b) This provides the evangelistic enablement of Jesus’ witnesses (Acts 1:8).

i) This is the concept of being “filled with the Spirit”—preparation for proclaiming the Gospel
c) God is to be the focus in our presentation of the Gospel.
i) What God does and who Jesus is

d) The Gospel is not a suggestion or merely an invitation; it is a command to obey.

4) Acts 2:42-47—Summary # 1  What do genuine believers really do after conversion?
a) 42 and, on the other hand (cp. with 2:41 see me,n… de,… construction), they were [impf. act. ind.] constantly occupying themselves with [pres. act. ptc.]…

i) the apostles’ teaching,  mutual instruction
(1) The learners become obedient teachers (Matthew 28:20) to those who needed instruction, just as they had obediently immersed these new believers (2:41).
ii) and the fellowship,  mutual activity
(1) The reality of the unity of faith of these early believers who were from all over the world

iii) and the breaking of the bread,  mutual observation of the Lord’s Supper
(1) NB the definite articles here, and not in 2:46

iv)  and the prayers.  mutual prayer life
(1) Remember 1:14.  See 3:1.
b) 43 Now, fear came [aor. dep. ind.] to every soul, and many wonders and signs were happening [impf. dep. ind.] through the apostles.

i) Respectful, nervous, uncertainty regarding what God is doing in this new congregation.
ii) For an example of wonders and signs, see 3:1-26.  The apostles were doing as Jesus did (see 2:22) and as He said (John 14:12).
c) 44 Now, all those characterized by believing [pres. act. ptc.] … mutual attendance, care, joy, and praise
i) were [impf. act. ind.] in the same place
ii) and were having [impf. act. ind.] everything in common.

iii) 45 And they were selling [impf. act. ind.] their properties and possessions,

iv) and were distributing [impf. act. ind.] them to each one
(1)  in proportion as anyone was having [impf. act. ind.] a need.

(2) This was voluntary giving, not mandatory (see 5:4)
v) 46 And every day …they were sharing [impf. act. ind.] food with great joy and simplicity of heart,…

(1) while they were occupying themselves [pres. act. ptc.] with one passion in the temple
(a) Same Greek phrase used in 1:14 in connection with prayer

(b) They went to the temple as late as 57 AD (see Acts 21:26-ff)
(2) and breaking [pres. act. ptc.] bread from house to house,
(a) Because their total number was now over 3,000
(3) 47 while praising [pres. act. ptc.] God
(4) and having [pres. act. ptc.] favor with all the people (of Israel).

(a) Cp. with the earlier “fear” in 2:43
vi) And the Lord was adding [impf. act. ind.] the ones being saved [pres. act. ptc.] every day to the congregation.

(1) First use of evkklhsi,a in Acts

(a) Christian—20 x’s; Jewish—1 x’s (7:38), Greek—3 x’s (19:32, 39, 41)

d) Principle we learn from this

i) The Biblical model is not so much about what someone receives from the church, but of what one gives and how one contributes to it.
5) Acts 3:1-4:31—First miracle and first arrest

a) The first (of 14 recorded) apostolic miracle—3:1-10 (remember Acts 2:43)
i) The setting—3:1-3 (cp. 2:47)
(1) Two apostles at 3 PM in the temple; a man with a life-long (40 + years—see 4:22), well-known problem is asking for financial help (Deut. 15:4-8); he was not healed by Jesus.
ii) The sign—3:4-10 (cp. with Luke 5:17-26 [Jesus];Acts 14:8-11 [Paul])
(1) The command to do what he could—3:4-5

(2) The commands to do what he could not—3:6

(a) Rise up (aorist) and keep on walking about (present)

(b) Giving him what was needed to provide for himself rather than beg alms
(3) The assistance to enable him to do what he could not—3:7

(4) The result of the sign—3:8-10
(a) By the healed man—3:8 (not just joints and muscles but coordination too)
(i) Walking and leaping and praising God

(b) By the crowd in the temple—3:9-10

(i) Seeing and knowing and amazement and ecstasy
b) The second apostolic message—3:11-26

i) The setting—3:11-12a

(1) The crowd in the temple runs to the east side of the complex and are utterly astonished.  Peter recognizes the situation and addresses them appropriately.
ii) The message from Peter—3:12b-26  (quotes only from the Torah/Pentateuch)
(1) Peter identifies his audience—3:12  “Males, Israelites:
(2) Historical section—3:12-18

(a) Peter captures their attention and corrects their thinking with self-deprecating questions—3:12
(b) Peter recounts God’s work in and through Christ, as well as their responsibility for sinfully rejecting Christ for Barabbas just months before—3:13-15

(i)  “Servant” is perhaps an allusion to Isaiah 52:13-53:12
(c) Peter gives Jesus the credit for undeniably healing this man, while emphasizing the necessity of faith—3:16
(d) Peter graciously identifies the inexcusable, spiritual ignorance of both them and their leaders, but also the clear communication from God regarding the necessity of Christ’s suffering—3:17-18
(3) Application section—3:19-26  “Therefore…”
(a) Peter gives them a 2-fold command and promises—3:19-21

(i) Immediate purpose—forgiveness—3:19a

(ii) Remote purposes—times of refreshing and Jesus being sent—3:19b-21

1. The kingdom continues to be offered to Israel

(iii) First reference by apostles to Jesus’ second coming—3:20

(iv) On “restoring all things” see same root word in 1:6—3:21
(b) Peter quotes from Deuteronomy 18:15, 18-19 and Leviticus 23:29—3:22-23
(c) Peter refers back to the prophets—3:24
(d) Peter identifies them as the seed of Abraham of Genesis 12:3—3:25
(e) Peter emphasizes their God-given privilege of repentance and forgiveness through the raised prophet Jesus (see 3:22)—3:26

iii) Principles we learn from this:

(1) Team ministry and holistic ministry

(2) Focus on God through the Word—this brings man’s sins into proper perspective

(3) Encourage a response to the Gospel and emphasize consequences for rejecting it
c) The first opposition to the apostles, the third apostolic message—4:1-22

i) The setting—4:1-4

(1) Opposition—4:1-3

(a) The leaders in the temple approach them because they are annoyed the apostles…

(i) were teaching the people

(ii) and they were announcing resurrection (which Sadducees deny) in Jesus—4:1-2

(b) The leaders in the temple arrest them, keeping them overnight—4:3

(2) Conversion—More believed after they had listened to the Word, bringing the total of Christian adult males to about 5,000—4:4 (cp. 2nd Timothy 2:9)
ii) The opportunity to speak to the Sanhedrin—4:5-12
(1) Who comprised the Sanhedrin?—4:5-6  (those responsible for Jesus’ death—3:17)
(2) The insistent question: by whose authority do they heal, teach, and announce (4:2)?—4:7

(a) Cp. with Deuteronomy 13:1-5—the Sanhedrin was doing their job
(3) The enablement of Peter by the Spirit—4:8a (see Luke 12:11-12; 1st Peter 3:13-16)
(4) Peter answers their question—4:8b-12
(a) With a command to know—4:8b-10

(b) With an allusion to/paraphrase of Psalm 118:22—4:11
(c) With a unmistakable concluding statement—4:12
(i) Making a distinction between other and other, plus stating the current danger
(5) The Sanhedrin then…—4:13-22
(a) Responds to Peter and John—4:13-18

(i) After perceiving and grasping the situation that they did not have formal religious education, they are astonished and acknowledge that Peter and John’s association with Jesus (cp. John 7:14-15) explains their ability to speak as they do—4:13

(ii) Are unable to speak in opposition to the healed man—4:14
(iii) Dismiss Peter and John so the council can talk—4:15-18
(b) The apostles respond to the Sanhedrin—4:19-20
(i) Let the Sanhedrin make their decisions, but it is impossible for us to keep silent.
(ii) Disobedience to religious/political leaders when the leaders clearly command disobedience to God.  (cp. 1st Peter 2:13-14)
(c) Threatens them again, but can punish them no further because of the response of the crowd to this undeniable sign—4:21-22 (punish them for an obvious act of God?)
(6) This is rejection by the highest civil and religious authority in Israel.
d) The believing community’s reaction to the opposition—4:23-31

i) The report from Peter and John (and the healed man?)—4:23

(1) Among “their own”, i.e. distinct from Judaism

ii) The prayer of the believers—4:24-30

(1) To whom did they pray?  The Father, Sovereign, Creator, Revealer, Anointer

(2) How did they pray?  Godward focus, quote Psalm 2:1 regarding opposition to God’s plan, recount the situation, requests
(3) For what did they pray?  Gaze upon their threats (no vengeance towards or relief from opposition), give us candidness

(4) God’s answer to their prayer—shook their location, filled them with the Holy Spirit, enabled them to continually speak God’s Word with candidness

(a) God’s omnipotent power vs. the feeble threats of the Sanhedrin
e) Principles we learn from this account:
i) Signs do not automatically produce genuine faith.
ii) Rejection of Christ is not rational, but the reflection of a hardened heart.
iii) We must be faithful in spite of opposition to the Gospel.

6) Acts 4:32-5:11—Community life # 1

a) Statement of unity—4:32

i) Just as they had prayed with one passion—4:24

ii) Emphasis on use of a common fund—remember 2:44
iii) How remarkable with 5,000 men as members, plus women and children.
b) Statement of great power in evangelism—4:33a
c) Statement of great grace upon them all—4:33b-37

i) How do we know this?  4:34a

(1) Cp. with the Law in Deuteronomy 15:7-11
ii) Why were there no needy people among them?  4:34b-37

(1) Generally: Some Christian land owners were selling property to meet needs—4:34b

(a) The selling—4:34b

(i) Not everyone did—see Acts 12:12-13

(b) The distributing—4:35
(i) “Beside the feet of the apostles” shows submission to the apostles.  Prepares us for chapter 6.
(2) Specifically: the introduction of Joseph/Barnabas—4:36-37

(a) Sold some land and brought the total sum to the apostles.

(b) In the OT, Levites were not to own land (Deut. 10:9; but see Jeremiah 1:1; 32:7-9

d) Statement of great fear—5:1-11  Contrast pretend giving with genuine giving
· Will this new congregation survive this attack?

i) Why did great fear arise?  Part 1

(1) Ananias [“the Lord is gracious”] (with Sapphira’s knowledge) attempted to deceive by bringing only part of the total sum, but implying he had brought all—5:1-2

(2) Peter challenged his action and motive—5:3-4

(a) Ananias was responsible for being under the influence of the Adversary—5:3

(b) Ananias was not required to sell or bring anything—5:4
(3) Ananias died and was buried—5:5-6

(a) 5 … And great fear came upon all those hearing these things.
(b) Makes some people think twice about joining with them.

ii) Why did great fear arise?  Part 2
(1) Peter questions Sapphira [“beautiful”]—5:7-8

(a) This is a gracious opportunity for her to tell the truth, but she lies again.
(2) Peter warns Sapphira—5:9

(a) They agreed to test the character [peira,zw] of the Holy Spirit.  Wrong choice!
(3) Sapphira died and was buried (but apparently not wrapped by the men)—5:10

(a) 11 And great fear came…
(i) upon the whole congregation, (1st use in critical text)
(ii) and upon all those hearing these things.
e) Principles we learn from this section

i) Congregational life includes both evangelism and mutual care.
ii) God takes sin more seriously than we do (1st Corinthians 11:30; 1st John 5:16), especially at the beginning of this new age.  Cp. with Qumran & losing 25% of food rations.  This makes the congregation more distinct from Judaism.
iii) Satan is very much interested in congregations.

iv) Sin is a multifaceted evil.  The desire for self-glorification overshadowed glorifying God.

v) Early congregations had their problems as do modern ones.  No place for perfect people.

7) Acts 5:12-16—Summary # 2

a) Increased number of signs being done through the apostles—5:12-13

i) Signs and wonders—12 Now through the hands of the apostles, many signs and wonders were being done [impf. dep. ind.] among the people.
(1) Answer to prayer in 4:30
ii) Common focus—And they (the apostles?) were [imperf. act. ind.] all with one passion in the porch of Solomon,

(1) 13 but no one of the rest was [imperf. act. ind.] brave enough to be joined [pres. pass. inf.] to them,
(a) Who are “the rest”?
(i) Believers?  For fear of persecution/arrest by Sanhedrin

(ii) Unbelievers? For fear of judgment upon hypocrites?
(2) but the people were magnifying [impf. act. ind.] them.

(a) They were viewed with great respect by the unbelievers..

b) Increased numbers in the congregation—5:14  14 And believing ones were being increasingly added to the Lord, large numbers of both males and females,

i) 15 so that they (the believing ones?)…
(1) carried [pres. act. inf.] the weak into the streets,

(2) and placed [pres. act. inf.] them on stretchers and beds,

ii) Why did they do this?

(1) in order that when Peter came by, at least his shadow might overshadow one of them.

(a) God is gracious.  Compare with God healing through Paul in Acts 19:11-12.
c) Increased number of opportunities to heal those suffering—5:16  16 The multitude of the cities in the vicinity of Jerusalem was coming together, while carrying the weak and those being afflicted (harassed) by unclean spirits, and these were all being healed.
i) Similar to Matthew 4:24-25.
ii) This prepares the way for the next stage of ministry in Judea.

d) Principles we learn from this section

i) God was vindicating His witnesses, especially Peter, through the signs and wonders.
ii) God gave His witnesses a common focus.

iii) God gave the early congregation more believing members of both genders.

(1) People believed in spite of initial reluctance to join with the disciples.

iv) God sifted the people: the gospel repelled some and attracted others.

v) God gave His witnesses more opportunities for service, and they made use of them.
8) Acts 5:17-42—Persecution intensifies
a) The arrest of all the apostles and God’s releasing of them—5:17-21

i) Arrested by the Sadducees and placed in public custody as an example—5:17-18

(1) Motivated by zeal/jealousy because their authority is being challenged
(2) In contrast to the Gospels where the Pharisees are Jesus’ opponents
ii) Released by God through an angel of the Lord and commanded to keep speaking to God’s people—5:19-21a (1st of 3 such releases in Acts [12:6-10; 16:26-27])
(1) This anticipates Gamaliel’s caution in 5:35-39
(2) These apostles are released, while later Paul is not—Acts 21-28
(3) The guards were unknowingly guarding an empty cell—5:21-24
(a) The Sanhedrin had gathered to discuss prisoners they did not have.

b) The arrest of all the apostles upon hearing of the undeniable, supernatural release—5:21b-26

i) The Sadducees assumed God rarely intervened in human history.

ii) These Sadducees feared being stoned by the common people—5:26
c) Questions and answers before the Sanhedrin—5:27-32
i) Questions and observations by the Sanhedrin—5:27-28

(1) Reminder of the official prohibition

(2) Make a distinction between Jewish teaching and Christian teaching (“your teaching”)
ii) Answers from the apostles—5:29-32

(1) Statement of the necessity to obey God—5:29 (cp. 4:19-20; eg. Moses and Daniel)
(2) Statement of God’s incarnation of Jesus and the Jewish leaders’ responsibility in His execution—5:30

(a) Peter still identifies believers with the Jews (“our fathers”)
(3) Statement of God’s purposeful exaltation of Jesus—5:31

(a) Rather than being a negative influence, God offers to give repentance and forgiveness
(4) Statement of identification of the two necessary witnesses—5:32
(a) Clearly gives the requirement for receiving the Holy Spirit
d) Response of the Sanhedrin—5:33-40

i) They were infuriated and were intending to kill the apostles—5:33

ii) God preserves the apostles through Gamaliel arguments for a delayed response—5:34-39

· Gamaliel was a grandson of the less conservative Hillel.  He died @ 50 AD.  He was Paul’s teacher (22:3).  He appeals only to reason, not OT revelation as he should have.
(1) A word of caution—5:35 (yet see Gamaliel’s student Paul’s actions in Acts 8-9)
(2) Two historical examples to consider—5:36-37

(3) Advice to give it time—5:38-39

(a) Perhaps they would be fighting against God by killing the apostles

iii) The Sanhedrin was persuaded by Gamaliel not to kill them—5:40a

iv) The Sanhedrin punishes the apostles—5:40b

(1) They summoned them, whipped them, ordered them, and released them
e) The apostles respond to this event—5:41-42
i) Rejoicing that they can suffer shame for Christ—5:41

ii) Continued teaching and gospelizing—5:42

(1) They were not restraining themselves from communicating publicly and privately

f) Principles we learn from this:

i) This is Jewish leaders rejecting Christianity, not Christianity rejecting Judaism.
ii) This is intensification from a warning and release of the apostle’s leaders to a beating and discussion of death for all the apostles.
iii) NB the inconsistency of unbelievers.  The Pharisees were Jesus’ worst enemies; here they argue for tolerance toward His followers.

iv) This opportunity to witness is an answer to prayer from Acts 4:24-30.
9) Acts 6:1-6—Community life # 2  (shift from external pressure to internal dissension)
i) The setting—6:1a  1 Now in these days, when the disciples were increasing in number,

b) Things were “going well” with the congregation

i) The situation based on language—6:1b  a grumbling of the Grecian Jews occurred toward the Hebraic Jews, because their widows were being disregarded in the daily service.

ii) This seems to indicate growth pains due to a lack of planning and organization.  Upwards to 10,000 believers at this time (cp. 4:4 and 5:14)
c) This system was apparently similar to the Jewish quppah (once a week distribution of food and clothing, and, at times, money).

i) The response by the twelve—6:2-4
(1) They took the initiative to call a meeting of all believers—6:2a  2 And after the twelve had summoned the full number of disciples,

ii) Note also “brothers…among youpl” in 6:3

(1) They acknowledge the legitimacy of the complaint, plus communicated their concerns and their priorities—6:2b  they said, “It is not acceptable to us, having neglected the word of God, to be serving tables.

iii) This provision of food was keeping the apostles from focusing on the Word.  There is only so much time.
(1) They identified a solution—6:3  3 Therefore, brothers, (NB the absence of the lot—1:26)
(2) The specific number and gender of workers needed—look for (examine carefully) seven males…
(a) The four necessary qualifications for the workers who would be handling the money
(b) from among youpl—they had to be believers
(c) having a good reputation,—proven integrity
(d) full of the Holy Spirit—maturity
(3) and (full of) wisdom,

(4) The need for the leadership to approve the congregation’s selection—whom we may appoint over this need,

(a) They reminded the congregation of their two top priorities as leaders—4 but we will occupy ourselves with…
(b) the prayer
d) and the service of the word.
i) The responsible decision by the congregation—6:5-6

ii) Pleasure—5 And the saying was pleasing before the entire crowd.

iii) Selection (of 7 Greek-named males)—And they selected Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas, a (Gentile) proselyte from Antioch.
e) Presentation to the apostles—6 These they set before the apostles.
f) The identification of the apostles (cp. 6:3) with the seven men—And having prayed, they laid their hands on them.
i) Principles we learn from this:

(1) Transition…

(2) Away from Peter to Paul by first focusing on Stephen and Philip.

ii) Away from Jews in Jerusalem to those outside Jerusalem.

(1) Varying birth cultures of new believers can be challenging opportunities to a congregation.

g) The dangers of selfish ambition, etc. 
i) Service is a function of the whole congregation, not just the leadership.  It encompasses physical as well as spiritual needs.
10) Acts 6:7—Summary of Jerusalem community

i) Increased influence of the Word—7 And the word of God was growing,

b) Natural growth due to the service of the Word by the apostles (6:2, 4)
i) Increased response numerically to the Word—and the number of disciples was being increased exceedingly,

ii) Something God was doing to (note the passive verb) the number.

c) Conservative estimates place Jerusalem’s normal population at 25-30,000 plus upwards to 18,000 priests, or 43-48,000 total.  Of this total, approximately 10,000 were believers, or 21-23% of Jerusalem’s population.
i) Increased submission to the Word—and a large number of the priests were becoming (submissively) obedient to the faith.
d) Perhaps because of teaching and preaching in the temple (4:1; 5:20-21, 25, 42)
i) Principles we learn from this:

ii) In spite of external pressures and internal dissension, God’s work continued.  Jesus is building His congregation (Matthew 16:18).
iii) The primary issue is the spreading influence of the Word (4:4, 31; 6:2, 4).

iv) God adds to the number of disciples (1st Corinthians 12:24).

v) Genuine faith involves submissive obedience to the truths of God’s Word.  Anything else is a counterfeit conversion (Romans 2:8; 1st Peter 1:22).


