Ephesians Series part 5
Calvary Baptist Church
Sleepy Eye, MN
Ephesians 5:1-2

1) 1 Therefore, (in light of 4:25-32) …

2) Two commands of what to do
a) General command with a parent-child emphasis—be [pres. dep. impv. ginomai] imitators [mimetes]
i) What does it mean to imitate? To consistently follow the example of another
ii) Be imitators of whom?  of God,
(1) Specifically of God’s love revealed through Christ (5:2)
iii) How are we to imitate?  as beloved [agapetos] children [teknon].
(1) Imitating the One who loves us is not a burden.  Do you really have to force children to mimic loving parents?
(2) The same status enjoyed by Christ—Matthew 3:17; 17:5
iv) Specific areas to imitate? forgive—Ephesians 4:32; mercy—Luke 6:36; loving your enemies, etc.—Matthew 5:44-48
b) Specific command with a reflect Christ’s-love emphasis—2 And walk [pres. act. impv. peripateo] in love [agape],
i) When is this walking to take place?  Keep on walking …
(1) Because they already have love for all the holy ones—1:15
(2) See also Ephesians 4:2, 15, 16
ii) What is meant by walking in the sphere of love?
(1) How you conduct or regulate your life, your daily behavior, your habits of conduct; from the Hebrew concept halak
(2) Every aspect of our daily lives should be immersed in self-sacrificing love.
(3) Remember our former walk—Ephesians 2:2; 4:17
(4) Contemplate our new walk—Ephesians 2:10; 4:1, 17; 5:2, 8, 15
iii) Who is the standard of self-sacrificing love?  just as also the Christ [christos]
(1) loved [agapao] us
(a) This is the root of giving Himself (Galatians 2:20).
(2) and gave Himself up [paradidomi] How?
(a) Deliberately—yielded Himself to the Authority
(b) Vicariously—on our behalf [huper]
(i) This is not addressing the extent of the atonement, only its nature
(c) Theo-centrically—to God
(d) Sacrificially—as an offering [prosphora] and sacrifice [thusia]
(i) Including both non-bloody and bloody
(e) Acceptably—for [] an aroma [osme] of fragrance [euodia].
(i) See Philippians 4:18 for the same phrase; see also 2nd Corinthians 2:14-16
(3) Examples of NT believers living this way—Acts 14:26; 15:26, 40; 2nd Corinthians 4:11

Next time we will address the second specific command of purity (5:3-6)


Ephesians 5:3-6

The command for Godward purity—5:3-4
In contrast to self-sacrificing love—3 But … (negative follows positive of 5:1-2)
What are we to do? let it not even be named (identified) among youpl,
Why?  as is appropriate [# 4241 prepo] for holy ones,
Put off the perversion of self-love (remember the Ephesian culture)
MORAL perversions (see 4:19; Galatians 5:19)
sexual immorality [# 4202 porneia]—any sexual activity outside the marriage relationship of one man and one woman
and all (every kind of) uncleanness [# 167 akatharsia]—all impurity
or greed [# 4124 pleonexia],—insatiable desire for more
Why are we to avoid perversions? whichpl are not proper [# 433 aneko],
VERBAL perversions (see 4:29)
4 and indecency [# 151 aischrotes]—obscenity, filthiness
and foolish talk [# 3473 morologia],—impious silliness
or vulgar talk [# 2160 eutrapelia],—well-turned, vulgar wittiness with double-meanings, risqué remarks 
Ephesus was well-known for it witty orators.
What are verbal perversions contrasted with (to put on)? but rather thanksgiving [# 2169 eucharistia]. (in prayer)

Why are we to put these sins off?  Because of our knowledge of the character of God’s kingdom—5:5  5 For youpl know this,
What do we know?  that every person (identified by these sins) has no inheritance
No salvation now or in the future, unless God saves them (remember 1:14; 1st Corinthians 6:9-10; Galatians 5:19-21)
Who are these specific sinners? (those who commit the sins in 5:3)
sexually immoral [# 4205 pornos],
unclean [# 169 akathartos]
or greedy [# 4123 pleonektes] (who is an idolater [# 1496 eidololatres])
Has no inheritance in what?
in the kingdom of the Christ (Matthew 16:28; 20:21) and of God. (equal to the kingdom of heaven—Matthew 8:11; Luke 13:28-29)
See 1st Corinthians 15:24; Revelation 11:15; 12:10

The command for Godward thinking—5:6  6 Let no one deceive [# 538 apatao] youpl
What is deception?  To seduce or divert (1st Timothy 2:14; James 1:26)
How are we deceived?  with empty (hollow) [# 2756 kenos] words,
What is God’s attitude toward such sinners?  for because of these things (the sins of 5:3-5) the wrath [# 3709 orge] of God comes upon the sons of disobedience [# 543 apeitheia].
Remember 2:2, 3; 5:8
Which will influence us more: empty, seductive human words or the prospect of God’s holy wrath?


Ephesians 5:7-14 (part 1—5:7-10)

1) 7 Therefore ...
a) In light of God’s imminent display of wrath (5:6)

2) Command # 1 regarding our involvement with sinners—do not become fellow-participants [# 4830 summetochos] with them (the sons of disobedience in 5:6),
a) What?  Don’t participate in the sins of 5:3-4 with the sinners of 5:5-6
i) We as Gentiles are fellow-participants in His promise (3:6).
b) Why?
i) Because of what we were in our PAST—8 for youpl were formerly darkness,
(1) Do not be what you once were (2:1-3; 4:18; John 3:19-21; 1st Peter 4:3-4)
(2) We were not just in darkness, but we were darkness itself
ii) Because of what we are in our PRESENT—but now youpl are light in the Lord (i.e. Christ);
(1) We are not just in light, but we are light itself.
iii) Remember Matthew 5:14-16; John 8:12; 12:46; Acts 26:18; 2nd Corinthians 6:14; Philippians 2:15; Colossians 1:13; 1st Thessalonians 5:5; 1st Peter 2:9
(1) But don’t mistake Acts 13:47 to refer to believers as Isaiah 49:6 refers to Christ who is the light.
c) Key point: our conduct flows from our nature.

3) Command # 2—walk as children of light (remember “walk” in 2:10; 4:1, 17; & 5:2)
a) What does this mean?  Live as people characterized by light
i) Remember we were once children of wrath (2:3)
b) Why are we to walk this way?  9 (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all …
· Some Greek manuscripts read “light”, in contrast to 5:11
· Three characteristics of genuine children of light: (see 4:24)
i) Benevolence—goodness [# 19 agathosune]
ii) Justice—and righteousness [# 1343 dikaiosune]
iii)  Integrity—and truth [# 225 aletheia])
c) When are we to walk in this way?  10 while ascertaining [pres. act. ptc. # 1381 dokimazo] what is acceptable [# 2101 euarestos] to the Lord (i.e. Christ).
i) Constantly re-examine what is pleasing to Christ rather than following mere tradition.  This demands that we think as Christians.
ii) Remember Romans 12:2.
iii) As we walk in the light, what pleases Christ becomes more clear.  This refers to the unspecified will of God (i.e. what is not specifically revealed in His Word)

4) So, how do we restrict our involvement with the world without isolating ourselves?


Ephesians 5:7-14 (part 2—5:11-14)

1) Commands # 3 & 4—5:11
a) This continues the thought of walking as children of light (5:8)
b) Command # 3—11 And do not participate [pres. act. impv. sugkoinoneo] in the unfruitful (remember 5:9) works of darkness,
i) Light and dark cannot co-exist.
ii) Sin bears no fruit, only dead works (Galatians 5:19; Hebrews 6:1; 9:14).
c) Command # 4—but rather even expose [pres. act. impv. elegcho] them,
i) Lay out the evidence which exposes their sin and convince them of their guilt
d) Both are necessary: negative separation from sin and positive exposure of sin

2) Why should we not participate in their sins?—5:12
a) 12 for it is disgraceful [aischros] even to speak of the things done by them in secret [kruphe, English word “crypt”]. (lit. “for the secret things done by them disgraceful it is even to speak”)
i) How do we expose what is shameful to talk about?

3) Why should we expose their sins?—5:13
a) 13 But all things being exposed [pres. pass. ptc. elegcho] by the light are revealed [pres. pass. ind. phaneroo],
i) for whatever is being revealed [pres. pass. ptc. phaneroo] is light.
ii) It is a gracious work to expose the sins of people to help them see their need for Christ.
b) Exposing sin in light of God’s Word helps the person see what their sin is like in the sight of God himself.
i) When sin is exposed in a Godward manner, people will either run from the light or run to the Light (John 3:19-21)

4) 14 For this reason it says, (An echo of Isaiah 60:1? An early hymn?)
a) Two interpretations
i) This verse is a believer addressing unbelievers when exposing their sin.
(1) “Through the light reflecting to this one from his exposed works of darkness, someone is able to call him to rise to new life and come out into the day.  Respond to the light and receive a new life, and Christ will shine on you, transforming you now and forever.” (MaGill, New Testament Transline, p. 713)
ii) This verse is a believer addressing believers who have become complacent.
b) Two conditional commands (if you … ) and a promise
i) “Awake, O sleeper! 
ii) And rise up from the dead ones,
iii) and the Christ will give light to you.”



Ephesians 5:15-21

God compliments His people—5:15-16  15 Therefore…
look [pres. act. impv.] how carefully [akribos # 199] youpl are walking
Remember the theme of walking—2:2, 10; 4:1, 17; 5:2, 8
How?
Negatively—not as unwise [asophos # 781]
Positively—but as wise [sophos # 4680],—imitating the wise Father  (Romans 16:27)
What is a characteristic of wise walking?   Carefully “spending” the time God has given
16 while taking advantage of the time,
Why take advantage of the time?
because [] the days are evil.

God commands His people—5:17  17 For this reason do not become …
Negatively—foolish [aphron # 878] ones,
Fools lack practical discernment
Positively—but ones understanding [suniemi # 4920] what the will [thelema # 2307] of the Lord (Jesus Christ) is.
Be able to see the relationship of the revealed will of God with God-given wisdom to ascertain the unspecified will of God in practical behavior.

God instructs His people in understanding His unspecified will—5:18-21  18 And …
Negatively—do not get drunk with wine [oinos # 3631],
The result of drunkenness—in which is incorrigibility [asotia # 810], (see Luke 15:13; 1st Peter 4:4)
Positively—but be completed in the Spirit, (“completing” in 1:23; 3:19; 4:10)
The four-fold result of the Spirit-completing us
Reciprocal corporate singing to God’s people—19 while speaking to yourselves… 
Songs of praise, including OT Psalms—in psalms [psalmos # 5568]
Songs of thanksgiving and praise—and hymns [humnos # 5215]
NT examples—Matthew 26:30; Acts 16:25; Hebrews 2:12
Songs of the spirit, not the flesh, in which God’s acts are praised and glorified—and spiritual songs [ode # 5603],
NT examples—Revelation 5:9; 14:3; 15:3
Silent music by the individual to God the Son—singing and making music …
Where?  in yourpl heart
To whom?  to the Lord (Jesus Christ),
NT examples—1st Corinthians 14:15; James 5:13
Prayerful gratitude to God the Father—20 giving thanks [euchristeo # 2068]
When?  always
For what?  for all things
How?  in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
To whom?  to God the Father,
Reciprocal submission among God’s people—21 submitting [hupotasso # 5293]
To whom?  to one another
How?  in the fear of Christ.
Ephesians 5:22-24
Wives walking in wisdom

1) What are wives supposed to do as they walk in wisdom?—5:22  22 Wives, submit yourselves [pres. mid. impv. hupotasso # 5293] (an expansion of 5:21)
a) What is submission?
i) Submission defined
(1) The assuming of ones God-given responsibilities beneath the God-given authority of another to the glory of God.
(2) Submission does not equal unqualified obedience.
ii) Scripture contrasted with prevailing attitudes
(1) Josephus (historian): “for, says the Scripture, ‘A woman is inferior to her husband in all things.’…. (Against Apion, 2:201)
(2) Philo (philosopher): “Wives are to serve as bondslaves to their husbands….” (Hypothetica 7:3)
b) To whom are they to submit? to yourpl own husbands,
i) Not to all husbands, but to your own husband whom you possess by God’s grace
c) How?  as to the Lord.
i) As an act of worship and submissive obedience to Christ

2) Wives are to do this because of headship—5:23  23 For …
a) The statement of the husband as head—the husband is the head of the wife,
i) Headship defined: the God-given position of stewardship-authority and direction over those allotted by God to ones charge for the glory of God.
ii) Headship explained
(1) Four uses of head in NT
(a) Literal head—Matthew 26:7
(b) Figurative head, representing the whole—Acts 18:6
(c) Figurative head, meaning the chief part of something—Acts 16:12
(d) Figurative head, meaning a higher position of authority—Ephesians 1:22; 4:15
(2) NB the sequence: Father-Christ-husband-wife (1st Corinthians 11:3)
b) Christ in relation to our need for authority—as also the Christ is the head of the congregation,
c) Christ in relation to our need for rescue—and He Himself is the savior of the body.

3) The practical application—5:24  24 But … also the wives to their own husbands
a) The submission is extensive—in everything
i) Except when the husband asks/demands the wife to sin while obeying him
b) The standard is assumed—just as the congregation is submitting [pres. pass. ind. hupotasso # 5293] to the Christ,


Ephesians 5:25-33 (part # 1—5:25-27)
Husbands walking in wisdom

1) The command—5:25a  25 Husbands, love [pres. act. impv. agapao # 25] yourpl wives,
a) All the husbands in the congregation are bound to obey this command.  (see 5:2)

2) According to what standard?—5:25b  just as the Christ…
a) He loved—loved [aor. act. ind. agapao # 25] the congregation [ekklesia # 1577]
i) Remember God’s love for Israel in the OT—Deuteronomy 7:6-11; 2nd Chronicles 2:11; Hosea 3:1
b) He presented Himself as her substitute—and gave Himself up [aor. act. ind. paradidomi # 3860] for [huper # 5228] her, (remember 5:2)
i) This does not refer to the extent of the atonement but the substitutionary characteristic of enduring judgment and death for her.

3) Why did the Christ love the congregation and give himself up for her?—5:26  26 so that [hina # 2443] He may set her apart [aor. act. subj. hagiazo # 37],
a) How did this setting apart take place?  having cleansed her [aor. act. ptc. katharizo # 2511] by the bath [loutron # 3067] of water in the word [rhema # 4487],
i) This has nothing to do with baptism of any kind.  See only other use in Titus 3:5.
(1) Consider a similar thought in 1st Corinthians 6:9-11
ii) NB the power of the Word [rhema]—1st Peter 1:22-25
b) If the Bridegroom is to take His chosen bride, she needs to take a ceremonial bath before the wedding so He knows she is clean.  Something similar with Israel in Ezekiel 16:8-14

4) How clean does the Christ want His bride?—5:27  27 so that [hina # 2443] He may present [aor. act. subj. paristemi # 3936] her to Himself a glorious (splendorous) [endoxos # 1741] congregation [ekklesia # 1577],
· What will a glorious congregation look like?
a) Negatively—not having…
i) Blemishes from without—stain
ii) Imperfections from within—or wrinkle
iii) Of any kind—or any such thing,
b) Positively—but that [hina # 2443] she may be… (see the same combination in 1:4)
i) Set apart—holy [hagios # 40] (remember 5:26)
ii) Complete—and without defect [amomos # 299].
(1) Used in the OT of acceptable sacrifices, translating the Hebrew word tamim [# 8549]
c) When will this take place?  See Revelation 19:6-10 and 19:11-16

· We have learned that headship is not self-satisfying, authoritarian domination.  Rather it is the self-sacrificing love of the husband for the benefit of his wife.
· Christ did not love the congregation because it was loveable, but to make it such.


Ephesians 5:25-33 (part # 2—5:28-32)
Husbands walking in wisdom

[bookmark: _GoBack]


Ephesians 5:22-33 (Part # 3—5:33)
Summary of married couples walking in wisdom
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