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Ephesians 3:1-7 part 1

God reveals a mystery to the apostles and prophets—3:1-3
Introduction:  We have learned the congregation composed of both Jews and Gentiles is a body (2:14-16) and a temple (2:19-22); now we learn it is also a mystery.
1) Why?  1 For this reason …—3:1a
a) Phrase is repeated in 3:14 where he rejoins his theme of prayer
b) Referring to what God did in creating one new person (2:11-22)

2) Who is Paul in relation to God the Son?—3:1b
a) I, Paul,—this phrase is found 5 other times in his letters
b) Christ’s sovereignty—the prisoner [de,smioj] of the Christ Jesus (not Jews or Romans)
i) Christ’s purpose—on behalf of [u`pe,r] youpl, the people groups
c) By this time Paul had been a prisoner for approximately 3+ years (Acts 21:27-28:16)

3) What did Paul receive from God the Father?—3:2-3 (the beginning of his “rabbit trail”
a) God’s initiative to grant a stewardship to him—2 assuming youpl heard [aor. act. ind. of avkou,w] the stewardship [oivkonomi,a]…—see also 4:21 on “assuming they heard” 
i) Stewardship—the responsibility and eventual accountability for administering the affairs of another (see Acts 9:15-16; 13:2, 46-47; 14:27; 22:21; 26:16-18)
ii) Rooted in grace—of the grace of God (i.e. believing Jews and Gentiles in one body)
(1) Reason for grace—that (grace) was given [aor. pass. ptc. of di,dwmi] to me for [eivj] youpl (believing Gentiles),

b) God’s initiative to reveal a mystery to him—3 that … He made known [aor. act. ind. of gnwri,zw] to me the mystery [musth,rion],

i) The characteristic of a mystery (remember 1:9-10)
(1) Something previously hidden by God but has now been revealed by God for all genuine believers to understand.
(2) This is further explained in 3:4-7
ii) The necessity of God’s act—according to revelation [avpoka,luyij]
(1) Paul would never have discovered or even invented this truth on his own.  It was necessary for God to reveal it.
iii) The significance of written revelation—as I previously wrote briefly,
(1) Probably Ephesians 2:11-22
(2) This shows that God’s inspired verbal revelation was written down.
Ephesians 3:1-7 part 2

God reveals a mystery to the apostles and prophets—3:4-7

Introduction: Having learned that God gave Paul both a stewardship and revelation, we will now learn the content of the revelation of the mystery.

1) What was the purpose of Paul’s earlier writing?—3:4

a) What was his intention?  4 to which (previously written material), … youpl are able to perceive [noe,w] my understanding [su,nesij] in the mystery [musth,rion] of the Christ,

i) God’s wants genuine believers to use their minds.
b) How will this take place?  when reading [pres. act. ptc. of avnaginw,skw],
i) The public reading of God’s inspired Word is assumed.  Spiritual knowledge may come from prayer (1:17) and reading the Bible in public services.
2) What is the nature of the mystery—3:5

a) Previously hidden—5 which (mystery) in other generations was not made known [aor. pass. ind. of gnwri,zw] to the sons of men
i) God revealed the salvation of Gentiles in the OT (Acts 15:13-18; Amos 9:11-12)
ii) God did not reveal the equal status of Gentiles and Jews in the OT.

b) Presently revealed—as it has now been revealed [aor. pass. ind. of avpokalu,ptw]
i) What was done?  This mystery was graciously uncovered and made known to those who would not have otherwise been privy to it.  See Colossians 1:26.
ii) To whom?  to the holy apostles and prophets (2:20; associated, yet distinct)
(1) All the apostles and NT prophets, not just Paul exclusively (see Acts 10-11, 15), though Paul was a primary disseminator of this truth.
iii) How was it revealed?  in the Spirit:
3) What is the content of the mystery—3:6

a) The specific benefits for non-Jews: 6 the people groups are to be [pres. act. inf. of eivmi,]…
i) fellow heirs [sugklhrono,moj] and fellow members of the body [su,sswmoj] and fellow participants [summe,tocoj] of His promise (1:13; 2:12; of the Spirit) 
b) The sphere of these benefits:  in the Christ
c) The means of these benefits:  through the gospel,

i) The power of the Gospel to make the status of Gentiles on equal footing with Jews.
4) Who was one of the recipients of the mystery—3:7

a) 7 of which (gospel) I was made [aor. dep. ind. of gi,nomai] a minister [dia,konoj]
i) according to the gift of the grace of God

(1) that was given [aor. pass. ptc. of di,dwmi] to me according to the effectual working [evne,rgeia] of His power [du,namij].
(a) Paul knew God’s power was necessary to be an effective servant.

b) Paul did not choose to become a servant; God made him so (Acts 26:16).
Ephesians 3:8-13 part 1
God commissioned Paul—3:8-9
Introduction:

1) To whom was this grace given?—3:8a  8 To me [emphatic]—the less-than-least (“leaster”) of all the holy ones—this grace was given [aor. pass. ind.] (by God the Father),

a) In the post-NT writings the apostles are inappropriately elevated; in the NT the apostles are humbly self-disparaging.  This is holy self-abasement.
b) Paul views himself as below, not merely the other apostles, but the very people among whom he is ministering.  Only God’s grace makes Paul useful and of any value at all.
2) Why was this grace given?—3:8b-9  God’s 2-fold ministry for Paul
a) The evangelization of Gentiles—to announce the good news [aor. mid. inf.] among the people groups the untraceable wealth of the Christ,

i) That wealth that Christ possesses and shares graciously and generously with others
ii) His wealth is untraceable as are His judgments (Romans 11:33).

b) The clarification for all people—9 and to illuminate [aor. act. inf.] for everyone (Gentile and Jew alike) what is the administration of the mystery
i) Compare the use of the same word “illuminate” in Ephesians 1:18.

ii) which was hidden [perf. pass. ptc.] from the (past) ages (approximately 4,000 years) in the God who created [aor. act. ptc.] all things through [dia,] Jesus Christ;
(1) Emphasizing His purpose, wisdom, power, governance, timing, etc.

Ephesians 3:8-13 part 2

God’s purpose for Paul’s ministry—3:10-11

Introduction:

1) Purpose clause—10 in order to [i[na] make known [aor. pass. subj.] …
2) Make known when?  now
a) Compared with being hidden previously
3) Make known to whom?  to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places
a) The invisible aspect of creation will learn something from this ministry of Paul (and us)
4) Make known how?  through the congregation
a) Angels are observing our congregation.

5) Make known what?  the diversified [polupoi,kiloj] wisdom of God,

a) 11 according to the purpose [pro,qesij] of the ages
i) which He accomplished [aor. act. ind. of poie,w] in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Ephesians 3:8-13 part 3

God encourages the Ephesians through Paul—3:12-13

Introduction:
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