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Bibliology

The Doctrine of the Bible

Part # 1—Definitions—What are we talking about?

1) Bible

a) The English word bible is derived from the Greek word biblos [bi,bloj] (# 976), which means “book” or “roll.”  The name comes from byblos, which refers to the papyrus plant that grew in marshes or along riverbanks, primarily along the Nile River.  These reeds were slit and then glued together (similar to making plywood) to make long rolls or scrolls.

b) The Latin-speaking Christians eventually used the plural form of this word (biblia) to refer to all the books of the Old and New Testaments.

2) Scripture

a) The English word scripture comes from the Greek word graphe [grafh,], which simply means “writing.”

i) The verb form grapho [gra,fw] (# 1125) occurs about 90 times in reference to the Bible while the noun form graphe [grafh,] (# 1124) is used about 50 times to refer to the Bible.

b) The writings of the Old Testament were eventually collected into three groups called the Law, the Prophets, and the Writings (see Luke 24:44).  These thirty-nine English books were at one time twenty-four in the Hebrew language.

i) Law (5 books)—Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy

ii) Prophets (8 books)

(1) Former prophets (4 books)—Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings

(2) Latter prophets

(a) Major (3 books)—Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel

(b) Minor (1 book)—Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi

iii) Writings (11 books)

(1) Poetical (3 books)—Psalms, Proverbs, Job

(2) Five rolls (5 books)—Song of Solomon, Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, Esther

(3) Historical (3 books)—Daniel, Ezra-Nehemiah, Chronicles

Part # 2—Origin—Where did the Bible come from?

1) The Bible’s claims

a) Approximately 3,800 times the Bible declares something similar to “God said” or “Thus says the Lord,” etc.

b) At times Paul understood that he was writing the Word of God—1st Corinthians 14:37; Philemon 1:8-10
c) Paul understood Moses’ and Luke’s writing to be the Scriptures—1st Timothy 5:17-18

d) The early believers understood the apostles’ writings as God’s Word—1st Thessalonians 2:13

e) Peter understood Paul’s writings to be God’s Word—2nd Peter 3:15-16
f) Peter understood the Bible to come through human and Divine means—2nd Peter 1:16-21
g) John said that to reject his teaching was to reject God—1st John 4:6

2) The Bible’s continuity

a) Approximately 40 different authors from several different walks of life wrote the Bible.

· Political leader, military leader, shepherd, king, herdsman and fruit pincher, prime minister, tax collector, medical doctor, rabbi, fisherman, etc.

b) The Bible was written in a variety of locations and under a variety of circumstances.

i) Written on three continents (Europe, Asia, and Africa) and one island (Patmos)

ii) Written from a prison, desert, pasture, palace, etc.

c) Many of the writers did not know the other writers, and yet there are no contradictions or inconsistencies in the Bible.  No human being(s) could have orchestrated the harmony of the teachings of the Scripture.

Part # 3—Canon—How were the Hebrew and Greek Bibles made?

1) Definitions

a) The word canon means, “measuring rod.”  The word comes from the Greek word kanon [kanw,n] (# 3358).

b) Applied to the Bible, the canon means those books that have been measured, found satisfactory, approved as inspired of God, and considered to be the rule of faith and practice for the church.

2) Time—when did books become part of the canon?

a) Technically, they became part of the canon the moment they were written.

b) After being written, they were gradually collected and grouped together through history.

c) Old Testament canon

i) Some books were rejected from the Old Testament because…

(1) They contained error in doctrine—2nd Maccabees 12:40-45

(2) They demonstrated poor language skills

(3) They were written after 400 BC

(4) They were not recognized by Jesus’ view of the OT canon—Matthew 23:35

ii) Those books rejected are known as the Apocrypha (“hidden” books) and include: 1st and 2nd Esdras, Tobit, Judith, Additions to Esther, Wisdom of Solomon, Ecclesiasticus, Additions to the book of Daniel (3 additions: Bel and the Dragon, Susanna, Song of the Three Hebrew Children), Prayer of Manasseh, 1st and 2nd Maccabees, Baruch, Epistle of Jeremiah

iii) They were acknowledged by Roman Catholicism as part of its canon in 1546.

d) New Testament canon

i) Eusebius (263-340 AD), an advisor to Emperor Constantine, was asked to prepare some Bibles for the church.  He recognized all but 7 of the current NT books—Hebrews, James, 2nd Peter, 2nd and 3rd John, Jude, Revelation

ii) Athanasius (ca. 296-373 AD), in Egypt, recognized the current canon

iii) Jerome (ca. 345-419 AD) and Augustine (354-430 AD) accepted the current canon as well.

iv) The 27 books of the NT were officially recognized by the councils of Laodicea (363 AD), Hippo (393 AD), and Carthage (397 AD).

v) Guidelines to evaluate books as canonical

(1) Apostolicity—was the author an apostle or did he have connection with an apostle?

(2) Acceptance—was the book accepted by churches at large?

(3) Content—is the teaching in the book consistent with orthodox doctrine?

(4) Inspiration—did the book reflect the quality of inspiration?  Did the book bear evidence of high moral and spiritual values reflecting the work of the Spirit?

vi) Books rejected for the NT canon include: 1st and 2nd Clement, Epistle of Barnabas, Shepherd of Hermes, Acts of Paul, Apocalypse of Peter, Enoch, etc.

3) Composition

a) Of the Old Testament text

i) Until the Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered in the late 1940’s, the earliest copy of the OT was 900 AD.

ii) The Dead Sea Scrolls (dating back to 125 BC) show no significant difference between its Isaiah scroll and the one from 900 AD.

(1) For example, the Hebrew letter aleph (a) occurs 42,377 times in the OT.  The people who copied the scrolls counted each letter to make sure they had them all.

iii) The Septuagint (the Greek translation of the Hebrew OT) is dated between 250-150 BC.  The NT writers often quoted from this instead of the Hebrew OT.

b) Of the New Testament text

i) There are over 5,500 whole or partial copies of Greek manuscripts available today.

ii) At least one of these copies has been dated to 125 AD.

iii) This evidence exists in various forms:

(1) Papyri—the oldest copies

(2) Uncials—copies made with Greek capital letters (240 copies)

(3) Minuscule—copies made with Greek small case letters (2,800 copies)

(4) Ancient versions—Syriac, Latin, Coptic

Part # 4—Translations—How did we get our English Bible?

1) The Old Testament

a) Written in Hebrew and Aramaic from 1,450–400 BC

b) Translated into Greek between 250-150 BC, called the Septuagint or the LXX

i) Used in the synagogues and early Christian assemblies

ii) Differs at times from the Hebrew OT

iii) Quoted more by the NT writers than the Hebrew text

c) The discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls indicate no significant change over a period of 1,000 years

2) The New Testament

a) Written in Greek from 45-95 AD

b) First translated into Latin about 150 AD and Syriac about 200 AD

c) Written on three different materials

i) Papyrus—early paper made from reeds—up until 300’s

ii) Parchment—made from animal skins—from 300’s–1200’s

iii) Paper—from 1200’s till present

3) All of these copies were done by hand until Guttenberg’s invention changed everything in the early 1400’s.

4) A brief history of modern English versions

a) Wycliffe (1380)—from the Latin Vulgate

b) Tyndale (1525-1530)—from Greek copies, nothing earlier than 1100 AD and also Latin

c) Coverdale (1535)—based on Tyndale, Latin Vulgate, and German translations

d) Matthew’s Bible (John Rogers) (1537)—based on Tyndale and Coverdale

e) Great Bible (1539)—based on Tyndale, Coverdale, and Rogers; for the Anglican Church

f) Geneva Bible (1560)—revised the Great Bible in OT and Tyndale in the NT as well as Hebrew and Greek texts

i) This became the household version of the Protestants, used by Shakespeare, the Pilgrims, etc.
ii) This is the first Bible to use the verse divisions as we know them,
g) Bishops’ Bible (1568)—revised Great Bible

h) Catholic Rheims-Douay (1582, 1609)—from Latin Vulgate

i) King James Version (1611)—revised Bishops’ Bible, Rheims-Douay, and Hebrew and Greek texts

i) 90% of Tyndale’s work was reproduced in the King James Version

j) Revised Version (1881-1885)—revision of King James Version for English; used older Greek text

k) American Standard Version (1901)—revision of King James Version for Americans; essentially the same as Revised Version but different style of English for Americans

5) Is your translation directly inspired by God?

a) Technically, no.  Only the original documents were inspired.

b) Derivatively, yes.  Insofar as the translation accurately reproduces the original message as the inspired originals.

6) The three modern translations we recommend (along with the King James) here at Calvary Baptist Church are the New American Standard, the English Standard Version, and the New King James.  These three, while based on differing Greek texts, are the closest to the original language in meaning and style.  You can use any of them with confidence.

7) Note well:  “Remember that the person without the original languages is at the mercy of the translators.”

Part # 5—Preservation—Do I really have God’s Word today?

1) Question # 1:  If we have so many copies of the Greek NT, and no 2 agree 100%, how can we be certain we have it right?

2) Question # 2:  With all the different English translations on the market (over 100), how do we know which one is right?  What can we really trust?

3) Definition:  Preservation is the providential work of God to protect His revelation from being destroyed.
4) Limitation: Preservation applies to the inspired revelation from God that was written down
5) Specific passages to consider:

a) Psalm 119:89—firmly established (natsab [bcn] # 5324)) in Heaven

b) Psalm 119:152—founded (yasad [dsy] # 3245) forever

c) Matthew 24:35—will not (double negative) pass away (disappear)

d) 1st Peter 1:23—imperishable… living and enduring word of God

Part # 6—Revelation—Has God really spoken to mankind?

1) Definition

a) The English term revelation is derived from the Latin word revelo.  It translates the Greek word apokalupsis [avpoka,luyij] (# 602), which means “disclosure” or “unveiling.”

b) Thus, revelation is the act of God by which He communicated to mankind what otherwise could not and would not be known.

2) The necessity of revelation: why God willed to reveal Himself

a) If God had not revealed Himself, there could be no accurate statements about God.
b) The sinfulness and finiteness of mankind hinders us from ever finding God by ourselves.
i) Necessary for salvation—Romans 10:13-17

ii) For sanctification—1st Peter 2:2
3) The preparation for revelation: i.e. God prepared the writers of Scripture before they wrote

a) Generally

i) Galatians 1:15

ii) Jeremiah 1:4, 5

b) Specifically

i) Moses—Egyptian education (Acts 7:22)

ii) David—shepherd (2nd Samuel 7:8)

iii) Peter—no formal education (Acts 4:13)

iv) Paul—studied under Rabbi Gamaliel (Acts 22:3)

v) Amos—worked on the farm (Amos 1:1) while Isaiah served in the palace (2nd Kings 20)

4) Types of revelation

a) General

i) Definition:  The manifestation of God to man through the media of natural phenomena occurring in nature and history; addressed to all intelligent creatures generally, and is accessible to all.

ii) Explanation:

(1) In nature
(a) Psalm 19:1-6—God’s existence, God’s glory

(b) Romans 1:18-21—God’s power, God will judge

(2) In providence
(a) Matthew 5:45—God’s benevolence toward all people

(b) Acts 14:15-17—God’s provision of food for all people

(c) Daniel 2:21—God’s raising and removing rulers

(3) In conscience
(a) Romans 2:14-15—God’s law in the hearts of all

b) Specific

i) Definition:  God communicates truth necessary for salvation and living through supernatural means; that which is found in the person of Christ and the Bible (characterized by inspiration)—2nd Timothy 3:16

ii) Explanation:

(1) In Christ

(a) John 1:18—what God is like

(b) John 5:36-37—God’s compassion

(c) John 6:63; 14:10—that the Father gives life to those who believe in the Son

(2) In Scripture

(a) 2nd Timothy 3:16-17—all the doctrine, reproof, correction, and training that the Christian needs for godly living

(b) 2nd Peter 1:21—all that God has chosen to disclose through human authors directed by the Holy Spirit

Part # 7—Inspiration—Is the Bible God’s Word?

1) Definition:  the ministry of the Holy Spirit superintending over the writers of Scripture so that while writing in their own styles and personalities, the result was God’s Word written—authoritative, trustworthy, and free from error in the original autographs.

2) Necessity—it guarantees the accuracy of revelation

3) Various theories

a) Natural inspiration—the writers of the Bible were men of unusual spiritual insight, inspired much like Shakespeare

b) Illumination inspiration—the writers of the Bible had intensified religious experiences; thus Christians today could have the same experience; the writers were inspired but not the writings

i) F. D. E. Schleiermacher and Samuel Coleridge both taught this

c) Concept inspiration—only the thoughts and concepts are inspired, not the actual words; thus the writers used God’s concepts but may have made mistakes when writing those concepts down

d) Partial inspiration—only those portions dealing with faith and practice are inspired, but not those portions of history, science, chronology, etc.

i) A.H. Strong held to this theory as do some new-evangelicals today

e) Neo-orthodox theory—the Bible contains God’s Word; what speaks to us individually is the Word, though the facts themselves may at times be inaccurate; the important this is the experience, not the facts

i) Paul Tillich taught this when he said, “Probably nothing has contributed more to the misinterpretation of the biblical doctrine of the Word than the identification of the Word with the Bible.”  See also Soren Kierkegaard, Reinhold Niebuhr, Emil Brunner, Karl Barth

ii) Beware of this philosophy when having personal quiet time.  Some people read their Bible until “something jumps off the page at me.”

f) Dictation (mechanical) inspiration—the writers of God’s Word were passive instruments like secretaries taking dictation from God

i) Sometimes the writers did indeed receive dictation from God (Exodus 20:1).  However, this was not the only method utilized by the Holy Spirit.

ii) John R. Rice held to this view

iii) This would make the Bible like the Koran of Islam which was allegedly dictated in Arabic from heaven
4) Biblical view

a) When God wanted His Word spoken or written, He “taught” the writer/speaker by matching the spiritual concept with the vocabulary and grammar of the writer/speaker to get the exact concept matched to the exact wording, yet still reflecting the normal writing/speech of the writer/speaker.

b) Scriptures: 1st Corinthians 2:13; 2nd Peter 1:21
5) Biblical teaching

a) Christ’s view

i) Inspiration of the whole—Matthew 5:17-18; Luke 24:44; Psalm 82:6; John 10:35

ii) Inspiration of the parts
(1) The Law—Matthew 4:4, 7, 10; Deuteronomy 8:3; 6:13, 16

(2) The Writings—Matthew 21:42; Psalm 118:22

(3) The Prophets—Matthew 12:18-21; Isaiah 42:1-4

iii) Inspiration of the words
(1) Matthew 22:23-32; Exodus 3:6

(2) Matthew 22:44; Psalm 110:1

(3) John 10:34; Psalm 82:6

iv) Inspiration of the letters—Matthew 5:18

(1) The “smallest letter” is the yodh, which looks like an apostrophe. [y]

(2) The “smallest stroke” distinguishes between the letters daleth [d] and resh [r]

v) Inspiration of the New Testament—John 14:26; 16:12-15

b) Paul’s view

i) Inspiration of Old and New Testaments

(1) 1st Timothy 5:18 is a quote from both Deuteronomy 25:4 and Luke 10:7

ii) Inspiration of the words—2nd Timothy 3:16

c) Peter’s view

i) He considered the Scripture is the result of the Holy Spirit’s work and is therefore completely reliable—2nd Peter 1:21

ii) He equated Paul’s writings with Scripture—2nd Peter 3:16

Part # 8—Infallibility and Inerrancy—Can I trust the accuracy of the Bible?

1) Definitions

a) In the past it was sufficient to say that the Bible was inspired.  Today, it is necessary to say we believe in the verbal, plenary, infallible, inerrant, unlimited inspiration of the Bible.

b) Inerrancy means that when all the facts are known, the Bible in its original autographs and properly interpreted will be shown to be wholly true in everything they teach, whether that teaching has to do with doctrine, history, science, geography, geology, or other disciplines or knowledge.  Scripture never presents Truth as Falsehood, nor Falsehood as Truth.  It always presents Truth as Truth, and Falsehood as Falsehood.
c) Infallibility means that Scripture speaks beyond the realm of the finite and observable with uttermost accuracy.
2) Explanation

a) Inerrancy allows for variety in writing styles

b) Inerrancy allows for variety in details in explaining the same event

c) Inerrancy does not demand verbatim reporting of events

d) Inerrancy allows for departure from standard forms of grammar

e) Inerrancy allows for tension between “problem passages”

f) Inerrancy demands the account does not teach error or contradiction

3) Problems in rejecting inerrancy

a) To say the Bible contains errors attacks the character of God who cannot lie
i) 1st Thessalonians 1:9; Romans 3:4; Titus 1:2

b) To say the Bible contains errors attacks the credibility of the entire Word of God

i) A Bible that contains error is not inspired.

c) To say the Bible contains errors makes man the authority and not God.

i) Who decides what is error and what is not?

4) Proof

a) Some verses depend on a word or a single letter

i) Matthew 22:32—“I am”, not “I was”

ii) Galatians 3:16—“seed” or “seeds”

b) Many verses teach the abiding character of God’s Word

i) Matthew 5:18; John 10:33-36; Psalm 119:89

c) No one who holds to inerrancy would deny there are “problem” passages

i) 2nd Samuel 24:13 compared with 1st Chronicles 21:12

d) The believer accepts the witness of Scripture to its own inerrancy.  And when he meets a problem for which he presently has no solution, he places his trust in God and the Scriptures rather than in his fallible mind.  Our understanding is incomplete and finite.

Part # 9—Authority—Do we need to submit to the Bible?

1) When we recognize the Bible as God-breathed, we automatically assign to the Scriptures authority that belongs to God alone—2nd Timothy 3:16

2) The Bible is authoritative because it was written by chosen men who were moved along by the Holy Spirit—2nd Peter 1:21

3) Is every verse equally authoritative?  Yes and no

a) It is authoritative in that it reveals what actually happened

b) The acts or words of the fool or Satan are not authoritative (i.e. to be obeyed)
c) All Scripture is authoritative in terms of belief.  Some Scripture is authoritative in terms of practice.  All Scripture affects our practice through belief in it.
Part # 10—Sufficiency—Is the Bible all we need to know how to live a life pleasing to God?

1) Paul stated his confidence in the sufficiency of the Bible—2nd Timothy 3:16-17

a) What the Bible is profitable for—3:16

i) Teaching—

ii) Reproof—

iii) Correction—

iv) Training in righteousness—

b) What will be the result of the Bible working in a person’s life—3:17

i) Adequate (complete)—able to meet all demands

ii) Equipped—fully qualified for the task; completely capable of performing; the intensive form of “adequate”

2) Peter stated his confidence in the sufficiency of the Bible—2nd Peter 1:3

a) God has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness

b) We receive these things through the full knowledge of Him who has called us by His own glory and excellence

Part # 11—Perspicuity—Is the Bible clear when it speaks?

1) The importance of balance—2nd Peter 3:15; Psalm 19:7

2) Jesus assumed the perspicuity of the Scripture—Matthew 12:3, 5; 19:4; 22:31

3) John assumed the perspicuity of the Scriptures—John 20:30-31; 1st John 5:13
4) Paul assumed the perspicuity of the Scriptures—2nd Corinthians 1:13; Ephesians 3:4; Colossians 4:16

5) James assumed the perspicuity of the Scriptures—James 1:22-25
6) Peter assumed the perspicuity of the Scriptures—1st Peter 2:2; 2nd Peter 1:19

7) For us, its clarity depends on the Illumination (see part # 12 of our outline)

Part # 12—Illumination—Can we understand the Bible on our own?

1) Definitions:

a) The ministry of the Holy Spirit whereby He enlightens those who are in a fellowship with Him to understand God’s written Word.

b) Because the Bible is God-breathed, and because the Holy Spirit moved the writers along so that they wrote God’s exact Word, it is necessary that people receive God’s help in understanding the Bible.
2) Comparisons

a) Revelation relates to the content of the material for us.
i) Not all Scripture was revelation to the original writer.  It often conveyed the personal experiences or personal observations of the author accurately.
b) Inspiration relates to the results of recording the material

c) Illumination relates to the meaning of the material

3) Facts

a) The unsaved can not experience this work in their life—1st Corinthians 2:14; 2nd Corinthians 4:3-4

b) The believer is dependent on God to understand the Word—1st Corinthians 2:9-13

c) It is something believers should pray for—Ephesians 1:18-21
4) Why do some people misunderstand the Bible?

a) Unbelievers do not understand the Scriptures because of moral inability—John 8:43

b) Believers at times do not understand the Scriptures

i) Because of temporary hardening—Mark 6:52; 8:14-21

ii) The apostles had difficulty understanding—Mark 9:32; 2nd Peter 3:15-16
iii) Some people distort the Scriptures—2nd Peter 3:16

(1) Because of being undiscipled [amathes] (# 261) and unstable [asteriktos] (# 793)
iv) Because of the progressive nature of the working of God’s Spirit in the heart—Matthew 15:1; Luke 18:34; John 13:7

v) Because of foolishness and slowness of heart to believe—Luke 24:25
5) If we believe in the perspicuity of the Scriptures, then why is there so much disagreement about what it teaches?
6) If the individual believer can understand the Scriptures, then what is the role of teachers in the congregation?
a) God ordained that there were to be pastor-teachers—Romans 12:7; Ephesians 4:11-16; 1st Timothy 5:17; Titus 1:9
b) God commanded we submit to those who teach us God’s Word—Hebrews 13:7, 17

c) God commanded we are to share all good things with the ones who teach us—Galatians 6:6

Part # 13—Interpretation—How should we study the Bible?

1) Remember the time-honored basic principles of hermeneutics (

a) Interpret contextually
b) Who spoke/wrote it?

c) To whom was it spoken/written?

d) When was it spoken/written?

i) Relate generally to Flood, Law, Cross, Pentecost

e) Look at the exact wording.

2) Literal—The words and sentences of the Bible should be understood in their normal meaning.

3) Grammatical—We must pay attention to the grammatical relationships because words stand in relationship to each other.  Therefore it is necessary to study verb tenses, pronouns, prepositions, conjunctions, and laws of sentence structure.

4) Historical—Every book of the Bible was written in a historical context that should be understood in order to help interpret the book accurately.

5) Progressive—New revelation usually builds on previously given revelation

6) Literary
a) Study the immediate context (the paragraphs preceding and following)

b) Study the more remote context (the surrounding chapters)

c) Study the context of the entire book
7) Coherence
a) Does the potential interpretation fit into the overall “theology” of Scripture, or at least my current understanding of it?
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